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A . . . ‘ “' . ,“. M 4 -
'Hazel B. Greene,’ ' S B e
Journalist, e o
Fsbruary 18, 1938,
i An Interview with Mr. Raphael L. Wilson,
- Hugo, Oklshoma. '
History of the Wilson fémily, as wriﬁten\by Re F,
Filson,.of Vellisnt, & good long while befors his death
in 1925. ‘Possibly it was.written in 19I5. It wae written
in long hend «nd has never besn published. It is in'tho'_ . )

possession of ris son, "Young Rafo",';r Réihge; L. Wilson |
of Hugo. ‘ﬂe pfizq§’this manuscript éo high%?jthat he ﬁoul@i
noﬁ perait. it- out of his posseséion. It WQs‘capieé.in the
office of the United State: Indian Service f§eid Clerk,.whcre
MrJ Filson WOrkKe + “Ybung.Rafa" Wil;nn WES bo;n in.190l, and
“is very nuch Jhoctaw,probablygqﬁe helf. Mrs. Aéa Bill}ngslea«
¥irien, widow or-i. Le ﬂilsoﬁ,lives ;p Pari§, ﬁbkaéi Mariqﬁ =
Locke, Fie}d,p(‘,lsrk in the Indien Agents office in ﬁuég,said'
foday,'Fabruary\l7, 1938; that he was pos%tivg tﬁat hi; graﬁd~
. motncﬁ; Jsge Jumes w;lsonskas C%ickasaﬁ Inﬂihn. Mr. iock& N "'
.says‘tdo, t“at‘£;e‘w§tqr mill was a grist mill apdqﬁ g;n.
The thres children of Willie Wilson and his wife Nennie,
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4

Rufuskwaloopatra and Osoar, are all dead, Willle, Ed,

4

thnnin “and Raro Wilson are 811 doad now. '

In the year 1835 John wilson. a boy of ten years,

ﬁ‘; /"‘“ ‘d’,’

moved with the Cboctawg trom mlssxasip o sthe ca;tarn
portion of the Indian Tbrritory lnto what was known as 2
. . - % . . - - £ .o
tue Choctew Ration, where all the Chpotawé‘sottleq and ﬁ&;‘ %§
R R Y L

egtublisned tneir own form of government. After residing "y
.\ ’ . -

f

R T .
on the aew hunting.ground about t~n yeard, John +a3 merried

-
to Jene Jumss,a daughter of Dace James, @ Chockaw Iniian who,
with his daughter Jan;, emiéiéf;d to the Indien Territory

‘at the saze time the Wilsons came. They all settlsd near
-¥hseloei:, a~mission;esfa§lished’by the Preébyforian"churéh.

'_From this &niqa.wefebofﬁ_éi'the ﬁi}son home a quartai:?f a

mile east of Wheelock, Nannie E.Hattis, #1lliam, Louis,

‘Geprge,knd John, When the Civil Wer broke out Jolin,Sr.,

-

went into the war and served for four years, or until the. -
_ close of the war, leaving Lis wifd';n.earefof'ﬁhe home and

L small children, with no one to h¢lp'her but one negro

slave, named Ben, who wies a blacksmiﬁh.

After the clo.s of tha war the family moved ten miles

- . ' ) _ ¢

. - .
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Lo

" west to what is now known as Ouk Hill, Lare thcy,résiéed

<
S

"gbout taree years vnd shile residliug here gvo ~ore cnil-

dren vere -boru to tuem, idward H, end Raphael F. In e

year 1870 tuey moved two miles soutuwest to Cleaar Cresk,

rhimre the fater mill aos stends, and here John engaged in
. /.

_tne mill business, togetier with light ferming and stock

reising, woich pursuits he followed until ris death in

13¢g, .

A}

Jurine the last tweaty years of his lile John ¥ildon

took &2 active part in Indiin.@olitics and served his

- peOpla e uounty Jhdgc for many terms. de was a member

of the Hasonic Lodue for a qLart¢¢ of a century, but

wus pever united with ‘he church. His wifg, ane,lqd the
quiet but busy life of a furmer's wifs. Jhe united'wi£h
tae Prestyter.in Qéuféhr§arly in life xnd later trensferred
her membership }o the Metuodiaf Chﬁréﬂlto which ;he remain-

ed loyal to qe laet. DLTlnb the war she was compallcd to

- weavc cloth n a loom and mahe blotLes for he“ small chil-"’

dren._ Aftér thg death.of her hquan%oaho IiVQd at the old'

P
' . ~
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e .

home with the younggéﬁlébn, until hie moving in 1596,
after which dats she spent mr3t of the time with vieit-

ing her ~hildren and érandchildren. The last faw vesrs
stie
of her life gshe was almost an invelid =and /Gied May 2, 1999,

iNahﬁie E. was the oldest child;tsh? vag edunated in
Nashvilla; Teﬁnessee,tqwi‘warfiéd at the acs rf tzenty to
Frank Byrd, = Chickasaw Indian, '»n February 17, 371; From
Y is union wgg born ou2 child, Nannie’Bjrd. She rasiéad vith

her husband at what is now Stonswall, She disd at ths age of

£
3

twenty-onc'in Fa1y ll 1872, Harriaf the naxt oldest chiid

§

was aducatnd at hama and at tba Qva of twantv ysars wes

~ married to Frani Locke, & whita man, J&na_l, 1875, Thay
liv&d on tis old Wilson hymestead at whet is nox known as

" 0sk Hil1, for seVaral years, than moved on.Clear Craek necr

the Wilsln Hoae, Thif. Lockna ves o dnatbr. but this counury
&+

' being so thinly wettled h- had to resort to 9took‘raising and
farming for s livelihood. They had three children, atl liv-
ing now, Wilson, Marian and Meiy. The Looke family moved to

4

Goodland near the pregpnf site’ of Hugo. Here he engaged in

. S 240

N
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After the Frisco Railroed puilt its line from Home

‘ to Ardmore and new towns sprang iip al4 along the road,

the need of banks at thdso new towns aopealed to him and
Mr. filison hexped to organize banks at Hugo, then at

fdabal Ford Towsoﬁ"?alliant and Soper. Cn ﬂovember.ﬁ; -
1906, kirs ﬂilson was agaxn marricd; torﬁkss Ollie Biard, d
a white woman,..na they moved to Fort Towson, ‘Whers he

hY

took ar &ctlve perd 4n the managomsnt of *ne Farmer's

" Exchenge Bank, now the First National Bank. Xerly im the

history of Fort Toyson, Willielm engaged in the merchandise '

~

i .

quite.an active part in Indisn politics and at one time:
reprasented his gounty in the 1egislafhrs and . was slected

40 tus office of Jutional Auditor and later National

/

Treesurer. After Statenocod hé took his'allotmont of the \

.3

Indian lefds near Yort Towson. He united with the Chrigfian
Ghuzch and he and familj are faitnful ghristians: William
Wara Jr. took & vexy aetivc part in the buildxng of Fort:

wason and built many of *he best buildinga therc.

‘busineas with his brothers, John snd Ed. fie also took
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s Louis L. 18 the next oldest end hn too, was pduoatod at

" home and attondod achool at old Spencer Academy. He was
merried to Miss Josephine Williams, an Indian girl in 1893.

They liv:d'ncar tﬁe old Wilson home on Clear Creek, where

Louis engaged, in stock raiaing, farming snd merchandise.
£4 ‘ RS
“They had two children, George ‘and Louis Jr. ?Louia died

\

November 3, 1885.

-

“  John ﬁ.)thc next éldost,was born February 1864. He
received his education at home and at Herley Institute, a
school in the Chickssaw Nation. He engaged in the merchan-

diso and livastock businese in early lifo, was married to

—— S - _ e — —— e

" Miss Belle Turnbul}. Choctaw girl, in the yoer 1891. .Tohn

Eugenn Hattie, Bessie, Gurtis, Richard and Vivian are the

chllaren
this union. After this marriage,,thn moved onto his

-

_ farm south of what is now Swink, where hb’cngaged in the
cattle business in which business, like his ﬁro{;he: W. W,
he proved to be -’ éucqoas end for miles around his boa;tifulh‘
‘home could_bs seen hords of;fat steers 1n the "Rafter J. "

. '1-3 ' ~

hrand.. Hc took quite an intorqst in’ Indian politics and

e"’n

~ served his people as rapresantativq of his county in the

»
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