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Hazel B. Greene,' . . .
Journalist,
February 18, 1938. ,. . ' . ,

An Interview with-Mr. Raphael L. Wilson,
Hugo, Olclnhoma.

iritory of the Wilson family* as written by R. F.

,Vil3on,-of Valliant, a good long while before his de&th

in 1925. i-oosibiy i t wa$swritten in 1915. I t w$£ written

In long hand &nu has never been published. I t is in "the

possession of Ms son, "Young Rafe", or Raphael L. Wilson

of .Hu&o. iie prizes t h i s manuscript so highly, that he would

not permit, it- out ,of h is possession. I t was copied in the

office of the United Statet Indian Service Field Cleric, where

Mr."" ^ilaon workf. ''Yoî ng Rafe" Wilson was born in 1901, and

is very n.ueh Jhoctew^probably one h«lf. Mrs. Ada Billingslea'-

Wi]Xcn, widow of J. L. ?;llson rlives in Par i s , Texas. Mariofi

Locke, Field,01«rk in the Indian Agents office in Hug9,said

today, February 17, i938p that he was positive that h is grand-

mother,, Jane James Wilaonjv»as Chickasaw Indian. Mr. Locke

says too, tuat tne water mi l l was a g r i s t mill and a g,in«
* •

The three children of Willie Wilson and his wife Nannie5
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Rufus^G&eopatra and Oscar,, are a l l dead. Willie, Ed,

Johnnie #~'and Raft Wilson are all" dead now.

In, the year 1835, John Wilson, a boy of ten ^-ears^

moved with, the Choctaws from Uiss^A^nj^P^o-Jthe eastern

iportion of the Indian Territory into what was known as

tue Ohoctaw Kation, where all the Ohpotawg settled and ^j_ V

establisned tneir o'*n form of "government. After residing '••.,

on the new hunting-ground about t~n year£*, John .ms married

to Jane Jamss^a daughter of Dace James, a Ohoctaw Indian who,

with his daughter Jane, emigrat'jd to th© Indian Territory

at the same time th« Wil3on3 .came. They all settled near

•Wheelock, a mission established by the Presbyterian church.

From this union.were born at the Wil3on home a quarter of a

mile east of Wheelock, Nannie E.,Hattie, j»illiamj Louis, '

•"George .and John. When the Civil War broke out John^Sr^

went into the war and served for four yea-rs, or until the* '

* * *

close of -the war, leaving his wife is. car©' of the home and

small children, with no on* to help her but one negro

slave, named Ben, who was a blacksmith.

After the clo-» of the war the family moved ten miles
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' west to what is now known as Oak Hill", hi ere they resided

'about tnree years ond anile residing here &'.vo "lore chil-

dren ners born to U.em, Edward' ri. end Raphael ?. In taa

year 1870 tney inoved two miles southwest to Clear Greek,

v-'iiere tHe ̂ «ter mill net ,st£cola, and here John engaged in

trie mill business, together with light fsrmiag and stock

raiding. wi:ieh pursuits he followed until r.i3 death in

13&2..

During the l a s t twenty years of .his liTe John Silaon

took is. active part in Indian •politics and served h i s

people Ha Oouxity Judge for many terras. **« was a member

of the Ma3onic Lodge for a quarter of a century, but

was never anited with Uie church. His wife, Jane_,led th«

quiet but busy l i f e of a farmer's wife. Jhe united'with

the Presbyteritn church%arl-y in l i f e und l a t e r transferred

' ' ' / ' • '

her membership to the Ktetuodiot Church- to which she remain-

ed loyal to ^ l e t t . During jbh* war she was compelled to '

" 7/eav» cloth 6n a loom hn$ D)ake clothes .for her small ch i l - *

dren. . AfUr the death.of her husband she t iv?d a t the old
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home with th« youngest' sort, unt i l his moving in 1896,

after which dat® she spent m-nt of th» time with v i s i t -

ing h*r Thildreri an^ grandchildren. The last f»w y^ars
3tiG

of her l i fe 3he was almost an invslid nnd /§T^d May S, T9O9.

"Nannie E. was the oldest chi ld; ' she vns eduooted in

Nsshville, Tennessee, i-nd carried at the a^* ' f twenty to

Frank 3yrd, a Ghickasaw Indian t on February 1^^ 1371. From

I is union wss born ou* child, Nannie B/rd. She reslAsd with

her hasband at vihat is now Ston*?fall. She di**d at t*ie a'« of
twenty-one in July 11,. 1878. Harr iet , the n^xt oldest child

.... _____ i_ _•______

was educatsd at homo and at the aii»« of twenty ysars HPS

married to Frank Lock«, t white man^ Junf ,1, 1875. They

lived on Ilia old Wil.3on hiaiestftad at wh^t i s now kncm as

Oak Hil l , for 3eve«ral yeara, than moved OEU-Oleor Orefk neor

the Wilson lion«. Thar*, Lock* yes f doator, but th^s coantry

being so thinly nettled he had to resor t to atoek* raising-i*nd

farming for » livelihood.. They had three ohildran, o i l i i v -

ing now, Wilson, Marian and Mary. Th«i Looke family moved to
*

Goodland near the present s i t* 'o f Hugo. H©r« he engagsd in
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After the Friaco Railroad bu i l t i t s l ine f>om Ho»«

' to Ardmore and new to*n3 sprang tip a U along the road,

the need of banks at those new towns appealed to him and. .

Mr. 1Iili»on helped to organize banks a t Hugo, then a t

. i t a b 1 , » b r t T o w ^ , - m i i w i t and Sopor.^ On November. 6,

1906,Mr. Hiiaon was agnin married, to Miss Ollie Biard,

a v.Lite->oiaan,and they moved to Fort Toreon, where he

took an active, part -in the management of the Farmer's .

Exchange Bank, now the F i r s t National Bank. *arly in the

- h i s to ry of Fort Toiraon, William engaged in the merchandise

" business with }&attiXnrr^3^™*™~^^+-*<"*' ^

quite.an active part in Indian poli t ics and ajfone time:,

represented his county in the legislature and.was elected

^ to too office pf National Auditor and la ter National

'.'• Treasurer. After Statehood he took his allotment pf the ' -

'- ' Indian lands near Fort Towaon. THa united with the Christian

r . \ Church and he and family are faithful Christians: William

; . Ward Jr. took a verj active part in the building of.

: " Towson and built inany of the best buildings there.
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i Louie L. i s the'next oldest and he^too, was eduoated at

home and attended school *%. o-ld Spenosr Academy. He wad

married to Miss Jos'ephlne Williams, an Indian gir l in 1893.

They lived'near the old Wilson home, on Clear Greek, where

Louis engaged, in stock raisin'g, farming and merchandise, .
• • * '

They had two children, George and Louis Jr..f.Louis died

November 3, 1885. . ' • '

John ti. the next oldest^was born February 1864. He

received his education at "home, and at Harley Institute, a.

, school in the Chiokasaw Nation. He engaged in the merchan-

dise aod livestock b'usiiiess in early l i f e ; was married to
_._ -̂ < _ _' 1 » _ ^ ._'_.. -.
Miss Bell© Turnbull, Choc taw girL> in the year 1891. John ,
Eugene, Hat tie, Bessie, Curtis, Richard and, Vivian are the

children « • ; .

,'*TroT5~this union. After this marriage, .John moved onto his

farm south of what is. now Swink, where he engaged in the

cattle business in which business, l ike his brother W. W»J

he proved to be .a success and for miles around his beautiful

home CvOuld—be seen herds of ^ fat steers in the "Rafter J. w

• r f t * n ' : ' ' '• • ' " ^ • . • . " • •

^rand. He took quit* an interest in Indian pol i t ics and
• _. \

served his people as representative of his county in the
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