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-r. I, Jacob he Willits was born 1n.Marion, Indiensa,
on Decemher 3 1861. ,AJ wife chme with me “to Welling-
ton, sze;aas.,~ a few days before the Opeaiag in 1889. She

rd

_had two unales living therd. One was an ex-captain in
e arm,, “who ;as an qé;i; boomer in Wéstern Kansas and
.founder of thé town of Hougetion.
T camo on dogn to_caldwell and I was robbed m

my Qay down, which circunstance is such that I do aot
eare to diseﬁsslit; any way, as [ inquired about the way
to et down to tha line, a s$range“ heard me talking
and walked up to0 me and said that he was goin to maka
the rm and planned on going %O Kingfisher, that he had

a zood team anﬁ sprina wagon, and that he would take me
with him for $10.00 and that I pay for the food. So I
agreed to o with hih end vie lef't Caldwell ana drove all
" day and camped on the prairie over night; e got’ up
. next ~.orning, got breakfast, and shaved, and began
maneuvering around to get closer to the trail and line
as we were about 3} miles from it then, His name was

Joe Stephens, & pretty good sort of a fellows. I wanted

to ge§ a business lot in Xingfisher and he was going on
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west 0 ﬁnntjpme t» S0 we camped on line that nirsht,

~fad rhe'hbrs 8, fned hox nrrnnvad for thé~ on“the:

+

and of the _tonmue and put up our tent, I had-an Uld

style eirous tent uuth eight poles to i thnt 1 anrrieﬁ
on the side of the spring'wapan. “hnre ware anont 10,000

paopla there at the: &poning. ‘“ha saldlarn had qprinpfteld
v

riflee- on thaﬁr htpa, and the ezptﬂin haa n n{stﬁi " am he

fired his pistol for\the start of the tun, aoldlers avhoed

the Fire dom the lina And fled shend of the evord. ome
mnde the run horse back; some with TEons, some on root

and one fellow mide the run on an old st led dieyole
with high front wheel ond two emall baek wheels. "hen the

shot wag'flred he rode adout t@é‘hnndred feet ant hlt‘
a raugh plave and fell and I &id not se~ him-after that.

Annther féllsw in a wakon haﬁ 1he front wheel run of'f af’
hla wagan whieh wa« robably becav«e 80 much braving with

the wagon bsrore:xhg run.ha@ worked the nut 1oose on the
. v . N - H o 1 N 3

axla.  Rowsver, I did not ser anyone that vas sertously

injured. . ° - o .

-

"N

- Berore thé run wiﬁh all tente up, it ap\eﬁre as

though a circue was: on, and gambling was goins on wida
open. . I ' . ) |

t 4 .
GWe | < . .
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‘It had rained a short time bélore Opaning day and

thers were a lot of buffalo mllows, nhich were ealled

wallow springs, ai‘il filled with water. It looked us if

it vere a place where mny buffaloes hung out. o T
Our ﬂeetination was Kingfiaher, so *hose‘ on horses

went ahead of the rest, and the ero»a began. spreadingg 1n

both directiona as they atarted. My friend*s horaes were |

pre"ty raet. One vas Y pace: ana the other ? trotter. .

Ve kept crowding on tﬁa o).d trail toward Kingﬁsher. The

trail consisted m" abm_zt ‘;aenty roads, si.de by side neav- '

©
A

1y all cut sc & .hy the wagon whosls ) h&é the axle ‘

' would da ag. So wagmers. for commnission firms would, from

w

. P

time to time start uew trai&.s, parallei with others. So
as the crowd atar{;ed thinning out, we advanced and began
crossing these t,raila, 'some of uhichmre filled in with '
loose sand, ma}ung ve}:jf rou{:';h ridim:'. Fie finally got in-—
toa trail that had been rece;xtly traveled. Bat as we

were crossing trails, 1 1081: ome of my tent poles, but

-, or”

managed to cauch the reat m‘ the benty my friend handed

me a piece of baling wire ;hM; h&' had on his wagon, to -

tie the tents I tolc‘i‘ ‘him to d:rive en, and never stopped

3

to pick up the tent pole‘a '

\

»
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As we started from the line, there was a wagon
pulled alons slde of use They fed their team from
tonmue énd of wagone They had hounds under the wagon,.
a piow on the éide oi"tfhe w- zon, and a cow tied to the
back of wa"con. I zettiny rendy for thea rn, the old
man took & saddle from the wagon, put it on a mule, them
Yook off :is bootss He was bare headed a . had an ax in
' his hapde Iiis Loy had a nice pony, rode bare baek, and
' had stakes in his hand. The old.lady sat in the wagon
with a Winchester across her lap and the eovers were back
to the second ﬁow on’ wagone The two little girls were
on the back end of wegonme The old lady save sdcﬁ "ine
structions as, "Pa be sure and $ake a claim with.’water‘
on it" end "Paul, take good care of Pa and be sure and
vget back”, S0 a8 thoy started, son beat on the mule as
it was hard to get started, but &s they started they
'practically passed all other riders, sc that wé.s last I
saw of them. |
As we arrived at Salt Fork River, we sow sev‘eral
neople stopped J#@ﬁr But my friend had been on this
tmii_ before; 80 he crosépd the line and went up tha
river a little way and crossed, while the others hesitate

ad. to cross, as -mome were atuck in the quicksand.

-
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As I say we ¢rossed+the river and pulied a pretty

"~ stesp bank on oppoéite side, and as there was no: one ahsad

of us, this left: the trail to curselves, so we traveled
along pretty rapidly, one horse pacing end ths other irote
ting could bardly keep up with the pacing horse. We
reaci:ed ths Cimarrom River, -I ran on one sids of the wagon
ané Joo Stephems, the driver, on the other side, mtil we
reached the streams Then we elimbed o’ the wagon and crose=
m’iL A%reém easily; Joe then sﬁid “now we will travely so the -
ho us‘on ;hé tmili a1; WtOp sperds VWhen we arrived
at Kingfisher rowd was there f£ram cheyen:;xe Country, only:
apout a mile awaye ile had been informed by papers #hét they
could not run from there or we would have driven around to
that. sides S0 we drave up to the land office, a box houde,
about 25x50 feet, and about 100 were lined up to file narisse
We were one hour and forty-seven minutes on the roads

fle found that we wer;a too late for town lots, 80 we
stopped at Bill Grimed' claim, cooked our dinnez; and rubbed-
tho horses, %e then hooked up the hore;as agein and arove v

up town and put up my tent on the west end of a lot, and

Jos Stephens skipped out, going about twentyfive miles

vest near Cantonmente This loft me by myself and pretty

64
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lotely. I was to meet my wife's uncle whom I did not
knos. -c about dusk a team with a wagan‘ﬁrov;sﬁp.beside
~m;,r tent, :nhoéghd traces and a couple of Othor memn came
over, Each took a cormer of tle wagon box and they put
it on the zround beside thq(éack of my teite I heard
the:. talking to somecne in the boxe Une man went away
and ¢ me back with & decctore Thghadctor présently left‘
sayinz he would ie back about tem o'clocke So ! went ine
to my tent for the nizht, later 1 heaéd a baby ecryinz.

There was & b by born in the w-gen box, the first to be .

bora iu Oxlahoma, The Mayor of Kingfisher come dovn to

sno i, md nzmsd.tLe toy *Jeke Admire Lewis"e The
father of the baby was & zambler but %ery well known.
His wife, the mother of the child, later was a very cood
friend of my wife,.an& théy were l.ter customers of mine

wton I orened a groecery sitcre. Gamblers weie not looked

. dova upon then as they are todaye

YA
:

o I remnined on my lot wntil the fol)oﬁing ednese

1

day arter the day of the opening and had never found my
wife's uncle up to that times People began to gather
around to the n.rth end of town as they thought the streets

would run east smd weste So & fellow cams along and said

~
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he had been elected Clerk oy the city and told me I was

in lucke And said he wds charging one dollar %o get names

T b AR U s

put on record. So I paid the dollar ag& ﬁébpehéd:toﬂﬁé
. u -
lucky enou 'h to get a lote

4 few minutes later ; bearded man cane, throush
the crowd and said he was locking for #ill(d, end it hap=
pened to ge Captai? Meyers, my wife's uncle, with great
coat and Quaker voice, The Gaptain'sﬁclaim,yhich he took,
cornerdd on tha‘southweét corner of theltonn. He had
gone on & surveyiﬁg party betore opetiings As I said he ’

vas & sooner. He had slipped im there before the Qpen-
ing,hiﬁden his horse down in the thiékets, soaped hié
horse o make a lather and thenahad come out of the
canyonzand stgked hisAclgim. ‘ .
Later my brothbrfinciaw came in. He took the
stagze £;cm‘the end:of the raiiroa@ line gt Pond Creek.b
Captain Meyefg asked me to go out to the claim.wiﬁh him
to sleep over nizht, so we walked out until Caﬁtaiﬁ said
"this is far enough to prove possession™. It being dark,
we put our blankeﬁs on the ground add lay'down to sleepe.
Captain showed ﬁe how to lay one side ofﬁthe blanket down
a8 they do in the army and fold other é;d; aver yoﬁ shich

I did and tucked other side under me, énd used my coat for
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back of my lot‘at_Kingfishef, while I was at Wallington.
"I settled his eénteat for $400,00 inciuding keenring ccn-.
testant’s tent and equipmente I learned.iater I was
;ffhmed" by my wifé's uncle and” contestant split with the
Ca;tain on'the 2400.00. I builﬁ%zoxﬁo foot builéinﬁ on
the Jot at the samo time the bank vas buils, end ve both
built 10x12 roo s for living querters on back with same
roof.v .¢ later rented suarters out. .

In the»fizht for tie Capitol at the}j}rst legig=
loture in September,1:90, there were three towns, Guthris, '
Kin~:isher, andOklahoma Citye. Kingfisﬁer citizens .eld
e ueetiny, elec-inn fifteen men to go to the legislature
‘:nd the first thing we did was to raise money. First i
congributed five lots, The -rour fram‘Kingfisher Qere &

told to vote for Oklehoma Clty and Governor Steele would

veto the measures So that bill was vetoeds Then later

Oklahoma City voted for Kingfisher but keps asking for

$5500.00. So I contributed five ore lots. Governor
Steele cams up and was not sdtisfied with the location

of the Kincfisher sitoe They decided on & spot a mile
north of wingfisher and the eity bouqﬁ% that lande At

the end of the session of the legisloture, Governor Steele

vetoed the bill after five days, which would have made
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Kin~fisher the capitol, and then he lef%'for Indiana.
So a biil wae then pussed at washington, malin -y Guthrie

the Gapitol so long as Oklahoma was a territorye I never

learned until lat.r thay Kingfisher received $5000.00 for

voting with Oklahoma Eity, but I have an idea who got the
mone. o | ‘

Ex«G wernor Stcele was a bunker in Indiana; and
he later came back ‘co\ Oklahomsz, at Jhe tiz'ie. of the Sac
and l'?ox Openinqe He I;:ep’t' Tecumseh from opening on the
day of the run, ?Iis exzuse was that it had not been
comnletely suiveyed. Sut his friehds were making the =
run at Orlendod - Tecu sah %as}op’ened a day latere. ;A‘eople'
at Kinsfisher were- pretty an-ry over the conduct oi Ex-
Sovernor Steele, he vas sung in effigy at Kingfisher. He
want baey to }:iariéni Indiansa, .angd 'xzemained in the bankiné
ousiness. .

Oklahoma. in those days w s & human paradise, I

used to et up early nd ,with ny dozs and saddle hLorse, h

ride out into country to huni and co::e back with a half
dozen prafrie chickense There were plemty of decT, wild
turkey and golden plover, & species of snipe that were

merely a breast, and Very good tc sut,

61
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i went huntin. in the Mlnne onndnics o4th oo
\,

Irwan, fn 1700, ¥e fallawed the Tndinn ¥ r41 scvcas the

Mimarran Wiver ints Penver Cenmts ., T was verr eeld arnd

-

- agnd was Mlewine, anc there oac At ht Five v efy fast

~.

.
o fee o trem P onh oAl the r?¥¢0. T Brvove bipn °

hemor npseae & ant & o~ dp ti¢ v ay, TR R

chanrdn, dea, ¢ dem deovad o v $ e b s he £ e

~

$-41 tar evalves onA evinnled §¢, Inter RE -~ ucht 4
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s 2ot T4 FrReanet dhe hend BPefuorin {1 haek ¢ the
wasMm, 8t vhRils oattineg fo- dhe Avrarmed hia ax, and

g

-

‘the handle etue’ n ont ~fephp water, a0 he v ¢ me hang

arn ty- fec ané Aner he went {0 the watas it} the ns
-
handle 9t co=e or mitint the water ~ith 1o a1l owar hie
]
, L d
ciothinme drove on Aaccan, and akamed o n anod n

short distencr o t ¢+ bank "he w gome Indiane had eamp-

8. Jor mas vt ir the ~a~ v, an- ail gam eloflhim e
meved Trar b, e war hetherad vitl T. R, and Pesved
that he wonlé take merme v, 2c « mat W the tent and

built = eare Pive Aand ne s ec ¢ mieatnrd and dowrh povle

. -
-

tice and rut or..hle chest 'tc keei the ohills fro.  settling

on hi lungs. Joe got alope Aall “ight at that time but later
died in e hospital in Kemeas ity ,of %, H. in 1804,

e continved on ouxr hunting trir and had a grent

-

Tty
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I met an Indien, ne.ed Short Tooth, and his wife.

He helped me ut u;; a tént whgn he saw that my f_riend was
all cé}ayad with ices ‘hie wiéé vas an interpreter, and
was interprater in court at Kinﬁfishéfifﬁ?“awsgod-mﬂnyi_f
‘years. I traded with the Indians and was pretty well ace
quainted with them,

| I returned to Indiana and lived theré for a waile

after coﬁinﬁ out here the first time. But in 1916 I

_carie back to Oklahoma 'nd have lived here since that %imee



