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1, Jacob &« Willits was born in ilarion, Indiana,

on December 5, 1861* fty wife.c&ae with me. to Welling*

ton, Kansas., a few days before the Opening in 1889• She

had two uncles1 living there. One was an ex-captain in
i / ' • ' ;

-tbe arny, who was an early boomer in Western Kansas an&

•founder of the town * of Hpugeton.

I came oa do^m to Caldwell and I was robbed on

my way doim, which circumstance is such that I do not

care to discuss it; any way% as I inquired about the way

to ~;et down to the line, a stranger heard me talking

and walked up to me and said that he was going to maket >

the run and planned on going to Kingfisher; that he had

a ?bod team and spring wagon; and that he srould take me

v/ith him for |10*00 and that I pay for the food* So I

agreed to J*o with him and we left Caldwell and drove all

day and camped on the prairie over night, '..e golf up

. next \oraing, got breakfast, and shaved, and began

maneuvering around to get closer to the trail and line

as we were about 3§- miles from it then* His name was

Joe Stephens, a pretty good sort of a fellow. I wanted

to get a business lot in Kingfisher and he was going on



west td n^ntojoiaont* So wo earaped on 11 n*> tnat nl^ht,

fed* the*h^rsea, • a faed box nrmhged for t l i ^ on'-thd" ,
• * * *

etsd of the^ongue ond put'up our t en t , I had-en old
* * .

ntyl© olrcuft tent" with ©i^it poles to if thnt I onrrl«?d

on the std^ of the spring-wa^on, #vhftr"e were anotit .10,000
peoplft there nt the'Opeatng. T h e soldlern

r.tfle^on t h e i r fttp»i and the c^ t - ' ln *hao n p i s t o l , JP he

his 'wagon whloh ma probably because so mh* bf&fiiw with

the wagon before'.thf run .had worked th<» nut loos-e on the
, e

ajclfe. , f^owsTsr. I did not se^ ftnybnt* that rsas? serl-ousljr

Injured* • ' ' " . [

Before thd ssan with a l l teats up, i t sp^e^re? a«

thou^i a elrous was- pnf aad gi^abliag «as going on

open. . "' •

fired Ms pis to l for\ihf? s t w t of* tv>6 Kin, soldiers

the^ftre down t>ift lint* and fie** .ahend or t>,e> n^o^d.

made the run horee bacV", some with v?8£onsr BOW* on root'

nnd on* fftUov?" rcftdB the, run on an old st-Ind bl cycle

with high front wheel n̂d% Km small back wheels. "hf»n the
* ' A . * - . -• ' * ^

shot was" f^red he .rode about t^o hundred feet nrt n i t '

a rpugh place find fe l l ana I did not se* htm after t ls t»
^ . • • • *

tn*a ^agon had the front #io«l vrun off of '
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It had rained a short time before Opening day and
* •• - r

there were & lot of buffalo wallows, which ware called

wallow .springs, all filled with water * It looked t»e if
• ' ' ' - , ' ' •

it were a place where many buffaloes hung out* •
* . " '

•Our destination was Kingfisher, so .those on horses

went ahead of the rest* and the orovct began,spreading in
• ' • •

Jjoth directions as they started. My friend*js horses wer"e

' pretty fastw One was a, pacer and.the other a trotter*

«e kep-̂  crowding on t&9 old -trail toward Kingfisher* The

trail consists of abnnt twenty 'roads^ side by. side'ndar-
iy all cut so •dssp'-by the wagon ^hosls.thai the asle

would d ag» So wagoners for commission firms would, from
* . . ' , * • * • • '

time to tifne start new' trails,. parallel with others* So

as the crowd-started thinning out, we advanced and began
' • • » • ' - ;

crossing these trails, "soaae of w,hicSi..*w&re filled in with

loose sand, making ver#. rough riding* We finally sot in-

to a trail that had been recently traveled* But as we

were crossing trails, t lost, one of my tent poles• but

managed to catch the rest of the tent', my friend handed
"* , A' •

ae a piece of balingVirei.jjftgf'W' && on his wagon, to

tie the tent* I told^ljiia to djciveon, and never stopped
— m \ * i * *

• .: * -

to pick tip the teiit pole* \ .
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As we started from -the line, there was a wagon

pulled alon;-; side of us. They f©a their team from

tongue end of wagon• They had hounds under the wagon,.

a plow on the side of the vz--.̂ on, and a cow tied to the
* -

back of wa^on* Iri getting ready for the r m , the old

ioan took a sadole from the wagon, put it on a mule, then

fcook off .':is boots** He was bar© headed a .d had an ax in

his han&* i"is u-oy had a nice pony,- rode bare back, and

had stages in his hand, % e old lady sat in the wagon

with a Winchester across her lap and the covers were back

to the second bow on' wagon* The two little girls were

on the back end of wagon* The old lady gave aiich 'in-

structions as, "Pa be sure and. take a claim with water

on it* and "Paul, take good care of Pa and be sure and

get hack"* So as they started, son beat on the mule as

it was hard to get started, but as they started they

practically passed all other riders, so that was last X

saw of them*

As we arrived at Salt Fork River * we saw several

people stopped on-peak*- Bat my friend had been on this

trail before, so he crossed the line and went up tha

river a little way and crossed, while the others hesitat-

ed to cross-, aa some were stuck in the quicksand*.
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As I say we crossed *4»he river and pulled a pretty

steep bank on opposite side* and as there was na one ahead

of us$ this left* the trail to ourselves, ao we traveled

along pretty rapidly, one horse pacing and the other trot*

ting could hardly keep up with the pacing horse* we

reached the Ciraarroa Siva?, I ran on one side of the wagon

and Joe Stephens, the driver, oa th© other aide* until we

reached the stream* Then we climbed on the wagon and cross*

easily; Joe then said vnvm we will travel? so the '

us on the trail at top speed* When we arrived

at Kingfisher^^rowd was there from Cheyenne Country, only

about a mile away* We had been informed by papers that they

could not run from" there or we would have driven ai*ound to

that side* So we drove up to the land office, a box house,

about 25x50 feet, and about 100 "were lined up to file names*

We were one hour and forty*seven minu'tea on the road*

He found that we were too late for town lots, so we

stopped at Bill Grimes' claim, cooked our dinner and rubbed*

the horaes* l»e then hooked up the horses again and drove

up town and put up my tent on the west end of a lot, aad

Joe Stephens skipped out* going about twenty-five miles

west near Cantonment* 1&is left me by myself and pretty
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loi.ely. I T/as to meet ray wife'-s uncle whom I did not

know* >.;o about dusk a team with a wagon drove dp beside

my ten t , 'nhookasji traces and a couple of other men. csme

over. Each took a corner of tife wagon bos and they put

i t on the ground beside the back of my terit* I heard

the:, talking to soneone in t.ho box. One man went away

and c me back with a doctor. The doctor pre*5eatly l e f t

saying he would i:e back about ten ofclock* So t want in-

to rcy tent for the ni.^ht^ l a t e r 1 heard a baby eryins«

There Was a b by born in the w-'gon box, the f i r s t to be

bora in Oklahoma* The Mayor of Kin^fishei corae 007-11 to

z'.c ' r i , *\Tid nxnsd tl.e toy "Jake Adcire Lewis"* The

father of tRe baby ?/as f> ganbler but very wsll knojsn*

His wife, the mother of the child, l a t e r «as a very soo&

friend of my wife, and they ?;ere lu te r customers of mine

when I opened a grocery stcre# Ganblers weie not looked

• dorai upon then as they are todsy#

' , I remained on my lo t un t i l the foliowins t'ednes-

day after the day of the opening and had never foond ray

wife's uncle ip to that t ime. People began, to gather '

around to the n^rth end of torn as they thought the s t r e e t s

would run east and west* So a fellow came along and said
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be had been elected Clerk Oi* the city and told me I was

in luck» And said, he ?/&s charging one dollar to get names
- > • • • ' • v * $ • > ' < & % . . . • ; "

put on record. So I paid the dollar and? happened: to be
'-i.

lucky enou h to get a lot.

A few minutes later a bearded man cane, through

the crowd and said he was looking for Will/ib, and it hap-

pened to be Captain Meyers, my wife's uncle, with great

coat and Quaker voice« The Captain's claim which he took^

cosner§d on the southwest corner of the torau He had

gone on a surveying party bei'ore opening* As I said he '

was a sooner. He had slipped in there before the Open-

ing hidden his hcrsa down in the thickets, soaped his

horse to make a lather and then had come out of the

canyon and staked his claim*

Later my brother-in-law came in* He took the

stage fron the end of the railroad line at Pond Creak.

Captain Meyers asked me to go out to the claim with him

to sleep over ni-sht, so we walked out until Captain said

"this is far enough to prove possession*1 • It being dark,

we put our blankets on the ground add lay down to sleep*

Captain showed me how to lay one side of the blanket down

as they do in the army aad fold other side over you zbloh

I did and tucked other side under me, and usnd my coat for
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back of my lot at Kingfisher 9 while I was at Wellington*

I settled his contest for $400*00 including keening con-

testant^s tent and equipment« I learned later I was

"framed" by iay wife's uncle and'contestant split with the

&
Captain on the $400.00. I built/20x50 "foot builuihc cm

the lot at the samo tine the b-yik uas built, and v/e both

built 1©3LL2 roo s for living quarters on back v;ith same

roof. . e later rented quarters out*
*

In the*£i-r;ht for t:.e Capitol at the first les is-

lature in September^ $90, there were three towns, Guthrie,

Kin ^'isher, andOklahoma City* Kingfisher citizens eld

a meeting, elec-inc fifteen men to go to the legislature

and the first thing we did v/as to raise raoney. Blrst I

- contributed five lots. The -;rour from Kingfisher were

told to vote for Oklahoma City and Governor Steele would

vetp the measure* So that bi l l ras vetoed* Then later

Oklahoma City voted for King£ishe"r but kept asking for *

$5000*00. S o l contributed fiva ore lots* Governor

Steele came up and was not satisfied with the location

of the Kin^isher site* They decided on a spot a mile

. north of • iCin$fisher and the city bought that land* At

the end of the session of the legislature, Governor Steel©

vetoed the b i l l aft^r five days, which would have made
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Kingfisher the capitol, and then ha left'for Indiana.

So a bill was then passed at %aahl&gtoat making Guthri®

the Capitol ao lo.ng as Oklahoma was a territory* I never

learned until lat^r tha^ Kingfisher received $5000,00 for

voting with Oklahoma #ity, but I have an idea î ho got the

mono,. •

£x*G >vernor Stoele was a b-'inker in Indiana, and

he later came back to Oklahozas, at uhe ti:ie of the Sac

and Fox Opening He kept1 Tecumseh from opening on the

day of the run* His excuse was that it had not been

completely surveyed, ^rt his friehds were making the *fc

run at Or Ian do .Careen ash -vras opened a. day latere People

at Kingfisher ?/ere pretty an.-ry over the conduct oi Ex-

3-0'Vsmor Steelo, h© v.as uung in effigy at Kingfishero He '

went back to Marion, Indiana, .arid remained in the banking

onsiness. • '

Oldahoma. in those days v? s a human paradiset I

used to c:et up early nd with my uOf;s and saddle horso,

rid© out into country to hunt and co;:e back with a .half

dozen prafrie chickens. P̂here were plenty of deer, wild

turkey and golden plover, a species of snipe that were

merely a breast, and very gooU to 9et»
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WILLJTS, JACOB A.

a .

I met an Indian, nai.ied Short Tooth, and his wife.

He helped me ;ut up- a tent when he saw that my friend was

all covered with ice* His wife was an interpreter, and

was interpreter in court at Kin-tfisher^Tfor^a ^ood-many

years. I traded with the Indians and was pretty, well ac-

quainted with them.

I returned to Indiana and lived there for a while . ±

after co:iin': out here the first time* But'in 1916 I '.

cane back to Oklahoma -nd have lived here since that fclrae*

• •? , s


