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Am interview with Mrs, Lacy Sw«»t/Wil«oa.
By • Ruth Kerbo - field Worker. '•207.

Mrs* Lucy Sw*»t Wilson, who esms to Greer County,

I,N April IS, 1684; has th* distinction^ of being the

first white, woman to have lived in this territory,% a

ohaok of early day reoords reveals.

Mrs* Wilaon ,thon a girl sixteen years old, carried .

one end, of the chain which her father used to \lay the

Iftangum Townsita. " . '. '

.Coming from Hamilton, Texas,, with her father, Mrs*

Wilson recalls that - the party camped on tha Sim River

after arriving in a covered*wagon* Her father

surveyor and cams to the new .country to follow hia\
\ -' A -. ". • /• ' T * ° N

f ^ e s s i o n . • . • - . " ' . •• / \ •

At that\tims, th«-^untry was occupied chiefly by

large battle operators, who regarded the coming of,new
i—^—*

•••< >

imnigrants as an intrusion* .They wished to nave the

land entirely for the ii^ oat tie uninoumbersd by towns! tes,

or;.pttier msans^of civilization. , " -s . - ' . i;

- 7 Itost of the" country around the present site of

Hangum was oooupied by the famous Bar ,X Banch* which

forty milea square. Mrs* Wilson was the only, white

woman in this territory, with the .exception of. a

foreman's wife who lived a.short time at the Bar

ranoh

I head-
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quarters ranoh on Turkey Greek,
• \

Probably tha first load of hay aver reaped in

Greer County was gleaned by lira* Wilson*a fether,

Henry\C» Swatt* on the land whara the oourt houae now

stands •

pa and dear faro plentiful, although buffalo,

ware alinoat erfcinot even than* - ' . '

Hr* Sweet traded for a log cabin* which ha moved

to Mangum and.reconstructed into ona of tha earliest
\ ' •

homes in the .country. Ba secured sosa shingles for tha
\ -1 Jt ' '

roof, and tha oracke betweejx the Jtbga ware a tripped\
with tin oana that had been opanad and straightened out*.

1 Una cowboys in thia section called Mangum, "The <

Tin^City", .; "
.3 • * ' V-; > - ' .

_ _ With Mr* And Mrav Ĵ, R, Crouch# Mr* and Mrav
. Pearson„ Hrs. Dan Cullina'parents, and Nigel and Ed
• • ' - - ^ • - \ - ' ' \

x Claunoh, tha colony in llangum townsita proceeded to

v * Mr« And Mrs* Jc R* Orouoh took their fIrat board*

ex* in u tent, and erected the first hotel in tha oountry

<-in,1885. .. '• •"

Eggs were a rare delioaoy, since poultry raising

had made littia progress in .those pioneer days. There-
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forft. when some of Mrs* y/ilson*© brothers found som©
* ' • ' . * • '

t /

" ' - * * ^, " •

' wild turkey eggs to be used in* making a oake, the

..treat was greatly enjoyed by eyeryone.

- Later $r« Sweet brought-lumber from Wichita
.Falls,'Texas, and constructed a building which was .used

as the office of the Mangusi Star,, published by Major

Dawaon; a Yankee, who come to this section from Veraon,

Texas. v . : ' -' .
- [ ' f . • . — • • :.'-•-;'•

In 1886, th» county organizatidir>as*effj9ated*^—^^_

Officers were named and a post of fie© was .established.

Mr. Surest was postmaster for twelve, years., beginning •

his term while the country, was still a part of Texas.
*

An excavation isas made for a dugout and a large
sod chimney was, made for the family's comfort\the

* *• . f

first winter Mrs* Wilson recalls* They secured mesquite

roots for fuel until some men began hauliag wood from

'-the Indian Territory to the country to sell. Mrs.

Wilson read the Bible aid Shakespeare; tho only books
* ' * * * ' \ m

the family had* She recalls that pitching horseshoes

with her bro-thers was their4greatest'sport*/ She would

df-^en hunt rabbits for her pet wild cat, which had been
m " * *.

given to her by a cowboy. Mrs* Wilson recalls that
• , • *
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