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Field Worked!- mvHll A ••Nelson

April 3, 193?
OFt Hr« George Wilmoth

584 3* Grand AYe., Unld,

AugU&t 30, 1866 In Elk ins
ooiinty, i i '

, P^nv^^j Benjamin wilinoth, W. Virginia
(Southern soldier, moved to
Iowa, then to Panels araonf* the
Indians.)
Alcinda Taylor,

We frret? ur awon^ the f*od0c t r i be In ost^rn Kansas,

r hŵ 1 ^e^n n snlrHer on thp fT»TTt̂ fsrn Ri^e «n<i Gffme from

Virginia n i^o . T renRTnhft n$e%r)(r +,h?> Tnflianip when B hoy*

My mother oni^ t h" t father Tfnnld Fon^tires l ry in a wegon with

a P.im a l l night lonp to »c^ep the Indians from stdslinp: the i r

meat, anfl c lothing• l'e oMltfr^n used to piny on the huffelb •

hides that father hnd p-ot on hnntR in western

I Idft horcr a t t>ir ^*c of 1-°. anfi went to Trxas

soon £ot e jor on the railropfl near Fnr1^* 1 WPP riRrried in

July 1, 1B9S. On Nov* 16 189S I rcov^a to Terrell, Indian Ter-

ritory on the Hed Mv©r. 3 ms now Section Foreman* -Chat was

the end of the HO«>C l̂ lencl line ©C th°t tir®. The next year

we built ̂ the Unp on into Fort north*

The n^xt e« mer the Wolfld Fair was in Chicago« I told my ,

wife, who had a Bmall h^by, that 1 was goin- to ̂ 0 to the Fair.]

On the way up north, 1 heard * fire*t deal about the opening of

[the uherpkeep strip* I had not planned to stop at all in that j
f !
I part of the state, hut due to the excitement, I changed my plan]

stopped at Hennessey to nmke the rtuu I slept in a tent t

'night» Sept* 18, 1893. The line m& ai^wi;tl
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from HonnoGuey, We boarded a train, riding on e ottide oar

and otarfced up the line, fthen we got to £nid, we deoided

fthat there wore too many people there, so I figured I could

not get a olaim in the townaite, end I aiayed. on the train*

. Wh«n we were almoet to Kremlin, we aaw onotiicr trala

oowing from the north whloh would aoon paoe the one we were on*

I deoided thot It we© time to move If we were going to try to

get a homestead. There were two other men whom X ha met at

North t.nid, with. me. In thoue daye the treina "did not usually

otop at mid. Mike Holland end William sutler, the men with

me, jumped off end tumbled heed over heels, I Jumped end land-

ed in e pile of send. © started west» After we had ^one atiott

a half mile, Mike Holland said,"I gueea thie is good enough

tor mê .ff and staked hie oXaim* A>.out e.miie farther on th©r«

-HaiLA-^oawtlful volley. "Ve oroaeed a low draw whioh later

we learned would hold water during the rainy aeeeon* Later I

built • pond there* 1 staked my olftlm there, and my friend

.staged hie oloim a mile farther west.

I know almost -nothing about farming or selecting lend'

but fortunately plowed out one of tho best farms inthat dis*

triota It is ten milea.north of £nid, rl^ht on the highway*

next day l went to Worth cnldv There was a man"*

|there~who had-a pair of mules, "Staked a claim y©t?" I asked

[him. "No," he replied, "I am going to stay with this pile
i
of lumber." *or five dollars 1 bought enough lumbar to build

a shtpk an.! he promised to helpline build it. There was no

contest on my olaim. X put up a sign reading "This claim

ttaken by George wilmoth% ^
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Mike Hollan- <3id well with his place. The other nifin, f711- *

liam -utler, was killed,_ln an accident in" <,hicago a short

v,hile after this but hin brother -still owns hl-s olai$. .

After ipakinf> a few improvements I wejnt back to Sexas.

i was anxious "&o ̂ ,et beck: to my wife and baby, „

• nHow wal the Fair ray wife and- friends asked, "I did
/»• ^ • . -

not po," I replied«

"'//here hove, you been?" ' ,

^Qh, I went v\r to the, Cherokee '"trip end staked a

"You oan*t tell us that?" theyJLlpu^hed, even,.ioy v/ife

did .not bel\fcve me at Tirsir. finally they ?/ere convinoed.

One of the rulos f<fr homesteading.was that your family

hs.d to liye on the plrce within six month?, after it was filed.

i-e .decided to live on the^rlace fourteen"-months 'and then pay

the government one^dollor anc" fifty, eents per acre in payment

foithe land, .'.e coul'" have liveJ "on it five years and would

not hr^v^^hed to pay anything for the lend. I took my wife

up there and then returned to my work in the south, "he

stayed there alone, most .of the time during the fourteen months,

Her nearest neighbor,was a half-mile away, a\Trs« Cowles,

That, f i r s t winter ¥x€\ Ysilmo^h r,ot her hands and* feet frozen '
- • r . • • • \

.w ile caring for th stock. *.e had five head of horses and

tlree cows, .-he wes terribly lonesoue ," I came back in March

and ploughed some more of the lend and made a 'good cr.op of ̂
• — r-

oats that first 3'ear. re had the only wagon in that neigh-

borhood and my wife took the womer* of the neighborhood to '"

the Ladies Aid ooiety and to Churoh. The Churoh wa held
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in 'the depot* It vras^bhe same <l£pot that I had slept

several nirhtswher I first Same to this country. 7»'e did

our trading at rr.rth : nirf at. first* There was quite a string

of stores elon where the highway procs through north >,nid

•now. There was a .̂ reot deal of âisblinr,, many saloons and

rough men*

Enid was^tak.d out by Vo government en'l was1 not the

"town that Horth }.nid was. North Lnid w s a railroad site.

I remember one fight of those early days when latterson, the

land office receive:? an-? the Marshall killed each other on

the i;.nid r.quare.

At the end of fourteen nonths I proved up' and paid the

money for m?T plqce, sol;J- my stock en<? reove*1 my wi t back

•where I v.?: s* Y^rkinr. I hcvc rented ny placf, ever since.

The crop: were alwc-s r^od-on that pla-e. e raised larpe

^ i e . c cf wheat anu alfalfa. I worked at various places

the railroad until 1C98, In that year I moved back

to L̂ nid ac Section Foreman so I could be near my farm. In "

1-906 I l?eoame fioad fester Yrom ^nid to ;7eurika, )als30 from

Alva to Anthony, which positions I held until I retired^ln

1950, . ''

My present renters have an unus-ual record. They came

to the j-lacc in 19Q3 antf have rented it from me ever since**

thirty-throe 3rears. I have made 'considerable improvements

on this place. v# first house was "built 12X24 , We still have

parts of t.' . sa. *~ house, having added to it, also the original

ro.f. The place has never been shingled in forty-four years.

I • North Knld has now dwindled Until they have evon taken
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