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‘POPHY Avgust 30, 1868 1n klkins
county, %est Virginis

Y - PARTIPe, Benjemin 7ilmoth, Y. Vireinis
{Southern soldier, moved %o
Iowa, then to Yans~s among the
Indians,) ‘ |
Alcindm Teylor, Toeshontes, W, Vaji

.
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o We erew up amone the “odge tribe 1n astern tansas., My"
fatrer had he~n a anldier on the spnthern ride snd came from
West Vireinis slgo, 1 remamber nreeine the Tndiane when s hoy,
My mogkfr gRid thet father would nommt?res lry 1n a wagon with
a pun all night lene to keep the Indiens Prom st@eline their
meat,ané clothing. "e)ohilﬁrpn used to plav on the buffalo -

hides thet fether had pot on hunte in western Cklshoma.

I 14ft home &t the ~oe of 12 and went to Texas whers 1

~

i . L

soon rot 8 jor on the railrord near Tarig, 1 wee mrrried in

July 1, 1892, On Nov. 18 1882 I moved to Terrell, Indien Ter-
ritory on the Red River., 1 wns now Section Forewan. That was
the end of the woek 1slend 1ine af thot tims. The next year
we built -the 1ine on into Fort rorth,

The next suv mer the Wo¥ld Fair was in Chicapo, T told mjhi
wife, who hed g small baby, thet 1 was goin~ to ~o to the Falr,
-0n the way up north, 1 heerd s arest &eel about the opening of
;the uhérpkeep strip. ‘1 had not planhed ﬁo stop at all $n that

i
:

ipart of the etate, but due to the excitgment,_l chrnged my plan

.and stopped at Hennessey to make the rn. I slept in a tent ¢

Q;‘fa%'night, Sept. 18, 1893, The line was about four miles
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from Hannoaaey. We boerded a train, riding on e onttlé car
,and started up the line, when we got to nnid, wo dacided
that there were too mnny people thers, so I rieured I sould
not get a olaim in the cowneite and 1 atuyed on the train,

. Whon we were almost to Kromlin, we uaw anothoém%rain
ooring from the north whicb would soon puaa the one we were on.
‘I deoided that 1t was time to move if wc vere poing to try to
got a hommata&d. There were two other_mgn whom I ha met at
North rnid, with me., in tho.e days the trains 414 not usuelly
stop at rnld, Mike Holland aﬁd %illianm butler, the mbn with
me, Jjumped off and tumbloed head over heels, I jumped and land-‘
ed in & pile of send. e started west, ATter we had rone about
a half mile, Mike Holland s&id,"I guess this is good enough
for me,.M and staked his olaim. Aloup g,mile farther on there
_was a8 beautiful vatley.\'@e orossed a low draw whioh iater
wé learned would hold wator during the reiny seescn., Later I
built a pond thore, 1 ataked my_clniﬁ'there, and ny friend
‘stgx;h his ¢laim a mile farther west,
- I know almost nothing about farming or salécting lend

but fortun.tely pioked out one of the best ferms inthat dise
triot., 1t 1s ten miles.north of ggigiviidht/on the highway,
| ‘the noxt day 1 went to North wnid: 'There was a man
gthére“who had- a peir of mules, “Stakéd a claim yet?" I asked
;him. "No," he replied, "I am going to atay with this pile

of lum.er.” ror five dollars 1 bought enough 1umbar to build

e shu.gk an. he promised to help me build 1t. ‘There was no

oonteat on my olaim, I put up a aign reading "This claim

AN

taken by ‘veorge Wilmoth", . . . -
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Mike Hollan. 4id well with his place. The other nitn, “X3- g

liam ~utler, was kiiled in an acoident in vhicago a chort

~

while affér this Lut his brother.qtiil owns hls qlaiﬁk

o~

Aftor makinp 8 few implovements 1 went back to Rexas,

1 was anxious 30 ret beck to my wife and babv. . -

s

. "How waf the Fair}my wife and friends acked, "I did

f
not ro," I replied.

.
14 -

"Yherc heve. you been?" -

o

#Qh, T w;nt ur to the Cherokee "trip end stakéd a
‘Claim," i A

"“You can't tell us theti” thejﬁl%ugheq, even my wife
,didﬁno+ belreve me o Tirst} ¥Finally they were convinced.

One of tnc rulns fég homcsteading was that your family
hgﬁ ta live on the plrce within slx monthe aftg; it was filed.
hé decided to live oh’thé rlace foné%eenvmonths‘and then pay
the vovernment one. dollar anc Tiftv.eents per aore in payment

Athe land, ue eoul” heve lived on 1% five years and would

not have hed to psy agything for the lend., I took my Wlfe
up there énd then returned to my work in the south. “he

steyud tlLere slong most of the time Qurings thé fourteen monthé.
Rer nearest neighbor ves & helf-mile awey, &. I'rs. Cowles. -
That first winter urél %ilmoth pot herkhanda and feet frozen ‘é
wile cgr;nﬁ for th stook. e had five head of horses and

l.ree éows. ;hé ves terribly lonesoma.‘ I came back in March
and ploug heﬁ some more of the land and mads a good erop of «

—

oats that first year. e had the only wagon ip that ‘nelgh-

borhood and ny Wifeztook the womern of the neighborhooé to -

v
o~

the Ladics A1d ociety and to'Churoh. “The Church we held
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in thé débot. It wasrfhe same ‘.5 t thut I had slept 180
eqveral nirhts wher I first %eme to this country. Te aid
our tiadlng at I'-rth "nid &t‘firsta There was quitc a étriné

of storcs elon where the highwgy coes through north wnid

~ -

‘novi. There was 8 *reﬂt deal of cambline, meny scoloons and
fough mens _ .
| " Inid WaBTétékﬂd out by éhc goﬁernment eni v ag not the
town thht Yorth i1nid wes, MNorth Lnild w s a railroad site.

I remember one fight of those sarly dars wher latterson, the
land office receive? an’ the maréhall killed each other on
the L.nid "quare.

At the c<nd of fourteen ronths I proved up and paid the
monev for my plgcee, Bol? my stoek ane move my Wi ¢ back
where 1 wr e workine. I hove rented ;; place eve;‘since.
The cropr were alwo s ~.od on that plecc. ¢ ralsed larre
ﬁﬁéf Etie; cf wheat an& alfalfa, 1 worked at various places
.&logp the railrohd until 12980 In thgt vear 1 moved baek
to Lnid‘as Sectlon Foremsn so I could be near my farm., In
1@96 I;hecaﬁe Road Mastqf\from .nid to XaurikaIZalso from
Alva to Anthony, which positions I held until I retired.jn
19%0., | | |

Ny piesent‘renters have an unusual record. They ceme

-

to the ylace in 1203 and have.fentad it from me ever sinceesw
thlrty~three vears. 1 have made considerable inprovements

on this pléce. g first house was hu11§_12X24 » Ve s8till have
parts of t'. sa . house, having added to it, also ths o?iginal
ro.fs The plaoe‘has never been ahingled\in forty~four yeérs,

Norphiﬁﬂgd has now dwindled until they have even tuken

i
f
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T have eacn wan ehansan 4n rallyphedn ond reilraad wsrlk,
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fOi}-t‘?“‘iﬂ te the Tatteracr may Tow fno rﬂ/mﬂ;; T"QItéqu‘? wént
{nta " aale 1,  The Meraha: . yeni {n tv mrrent him, P'B‘;:_’i}B.I‘SOB
Jumped no oant stavted ehacstine,  Tatt choit and both killéed

the aghe- ) ;
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