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. D/J%P
/.:arch 14, 1938.
Interview with Zula Lee Womac

'Oklehoma-City, Oklshoma,’
1017 N. Shartel Sp< .

Father-Lemoh
Mother-Nan

T what is now lartha. Anyway wnen I was six or

4z

en Jears old I‘a‘cher and Lother loaded a*l our possessmns on
& AR
to an 1mm1grent car w:Lth SC.0 fmends who were movmg to Bonhem,

s
.

Texas, w1th the 1ntent10n of unloadlng tnere and driving the rest ‘
of the wey through to Greer Gounty, 'l’exas. mother and vie, chlldren
were put on a passenger traln. " ’"‘he funniest ‘bhln{, that I can

remember about the tmp was havmg to Walt a Loz g trne in some

.

T e

' depot where we had to "lay over" There was an old woman ‘bheme

with a sunbonnet on and I guess mth v'hat must have been called
a mOther~Hubbard dress mth 5 white apron ty:.ng 1t down., We

: uaited and wai'bed untll the children were. very hunéry and this :
| . old woman called th‘e chlldren to her and began to hand them out

biscuitsft’o eat. Just sbout the time the chlldren an had ona..

o

‘biscult and had begun toa eat some one called "The train is

¢ '-‘A'
’ ~,
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mihg" and suremehou;h'thq train vhistled. - Such g”écrambl

:§.asithére was to save the biscuit and get the ch{ldren's/f;;es

R . . - . e

all wipad to be ready to get aboard.the trein.. I can laugh

about it yet when I think of it. We got safely to Bonhem ana

Jt
1

" everything was unloaded. \ ' ‘a

«
N

A wagon was packed w1th bedding end clothing mostly but

.

also. with a campihg ouyflt sheet and bows were stretched and

-

we' were loaded 1nto the wagon, Father took the lines and we

NI 4 o
s

were off oh the last lap of our journey to a new home. It was
terribly éold we had to camp 1n wagon yards when *We could get
to one and even then we’ froze “our feet. .ﬂe got to uncle's
where we stayed a lqné, long time. Uncle lived in one big room

- ﬁith a shed built on eacﬁ side on both the north side and south

= - - 1

31de. This house had a dirt iloor. The north shed was used fof N

4 *
'sleeplng quarters and the SOuth shed was used to cook and eat in

While the m}ddle oo proper was where everyone sat to talk or

L3

whittle'and the wo.en pieced qui;ts or Eewed with their fingers

. ¥hen we d1d nove out we moved into the back end of an old

- store building. The post qffice was ‘in the front end of this

\

- . .~



he hended us. Uncle's folks were used to thhe wind and werg not

4
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7 . .
) le's where‘xhe was & dugout: . 1 remember ong

® T

‘Uncle's every time %the wind blew, - ,

./

In a few months Fathar found an elghty that had not been
& .-
filed on. He bought another eighty Joinlng it or I should say

-~

bought the Cl&lmmto it. Thls was two miles west and two miles

\

north of Martha. Here Father made us a full dugout 12 by 18 feet,

We lived'here‘five years. He traded around a good deal butwthe

farn he finally brovéd up on,phe'children.still own. #e had a

door in thé‘nortu anﬁ a door in the south ahd most of the time

one of these doors were open for llght and alr. e nesded only

»

;. oné fira, a cobk stove. all of the wood had to be stqlén out of

the Indiap Nation end great were the experierces which the neilhe

bors and Father had in-ébing for ,wood. L v

1

'ilding. I remember I felt quite 1mportant to be in the build- '

up. Uscle seerd disgustid so that ebouty ended our rumgdni to -,
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7:a luxury . Mother brought her SSWlng machine but this was sold ~

-for the lumber .to fix our dugput.

L * . . L. . ‘
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There Jyere a- very few good wells in the country but about
flve mlles away there wes a well of good water &nd from this
woll all our water had to be hauled. ile hed a well dug on the P

Place 'but it was fit for nothing but stock water as it was too

>

sélty.

Father made all .our furniture., Beds, chairs end tables
were all we had; Every'bo% that supplies were broqght‘in f%om
Vernon’waé prized very Lighly for of them we_made our cuﬁboards
for everytﬂing thab we wanted to put away-clothes, dishes, poté;
'éans end quilts; Tﬁey onlyfwenf to Véfnbn 6hce or twice a year'

and a lot of %times they brought back the supplies“in nice boxes.

Ne had~an 6ld time cloek and a Mirrer. This mirror hung an

3

: the gable epd of the dugout on.the wall and was con31dered quite

N

_ Father helved some neighbor with something and he paid him //’/
ﬁith a bog. Unecle gave us a cow. I_do.not know, how we got )//
chickens. But there was a lot of wild birds and rebbits and we

' : .
always hed meat. Fish in the streams were plentiful also.

L , -

‘Pather put up the posts and poles for an'arbor in {ront of the

-

south-door of the gugout and this was covered over with dry
. . * “ -
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grasses every spring and became oyr sumer home all during the
_ pleagant weather. There ﬁag a- lot* of wheat raised and this .was
; By . _ o | 3 _ .
traded for flour at Vernon., We always had bread and sorghum

=

molasses for sweeteniﬁg. Mother was a gpeat hand to have a
'garden and we usually had gaiden 7séss" a plenty. 41l the fruit
we had were sand plums gathered. off. the banks of the river. e

learned to use these plums in meny ways. The Salt ‘ork of the

+

Q‘.

Red River was real near our claim.’
We had to valk two miles to schooll ~Center Foint was the.

. b¥) 4

name of uhe ‘'schocls—1It was_Q_QQQ_QQPm**Tame bulldlng. A well
i \-\_

.

of good water was in the yard. _he had'benches to _sit on but no
desks, Every\one hid & slate to write and'figq;e:on. Ne did
" not know what tgblets and penc1ls were. ’There'wég‘a’b;éc?board
77m”ﬂraracroéérone whole end of ths buﬁ;dlm;\\\i\hadJéléés wind;ﬁsr -
whlchiwas very unusu°l. e ha&‘school oni} Qhree months out

. of each year but it was & free school, ‘;_ SN

.
“. Y

Je nlayed otink Base Antl Over hlth a strxng bélyxand v

N \

'Blackmen and Roly Foly with.marbles and meble Peg with a knlfe._'

[y

* He had what we called ﬁ Litbrary once E) monmhg very ‘one took\

.« *

'part in-thls Li erary and we had speeches and d1a10gues. Theref\

. H o2, sl -
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_walk on "1 kneg the. dust was Led but naver t*ought bout gettlng
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Was another school three ulles suuth oJ “¢rtha Ynown as Nheat-

- land and the pupils of tnx§,scnool usuallj caLe, to our entertaln-

ments and werweni to theirs. father had a pair ol wules We

young folks could drive and I cculdwride taewm too.

+€ tried Yo find scie .luce every sunuay where ithere vas

preachin; but if we couldn*t, we would meet somewhere and sing.

<6 sang sucred songs. every sunday- and sometimes.¢. Juncay nights
. . '
$t00. .e tried alweys to go «here tlere uss ai ciraa but could

'
~

not always Tor il.sre wers ndot mauy orgens in thoss dayse ««

* .. - .o A

lother wis oireal i a. to love .Lremon.tions aebout ug, espec-
L 4 4 B .

iall;” ifeve were in &.5oer. Cue night -1 had gors to = sincing

2itL & young Suan and when he of out of un, gy to open e gate ...
: o ‘ ) . . ‘
the horss aﬁ Q42 T was gg nu;t buy the LO“se ran ubout two

N R _—

failes. 7«hen’iﬁgct’home'L@ther was'siﬁting wp i the @obr watte

4

ing for mg- she s.zd sh:e lrnew there was sconiéthins wIiOngs

R

o Oné?Sunday'night I was with my.brotiar «:¢ I.zot out to open .

A

-~ -

.the gate to our own ferm. I said "Brother, drive on ;'ll just B

oy

- . - i
lost . Brothﬂr <ot hoe end us u his-horse, aud case 110 tne
r‘
~ house, “other sald "dhere is Zul&'”' Brother “said "why! isn't
o~ . . . .
;.\.ﬂf- ) c T
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she here?ﬂ I was reall, lost Jub  was close tenough to the howss——m77
/ ’

x

P

I came on to tie hous=e shen nrother calleu. _ .

I alweys tlour .t m, mot:er the best c.clk in the worlds e,

Jur dinners to churcp for'it vas so far

-

a lot of tiues,would texe
ch thore were .usua.ly tliree serviees

— o > ‘ )
otizin_. I remenber & favorite place

away &nd  hen tn.re uos
.'.J P
every Gay and sometiies

-

to baptize was an old caved-in dugout not {ar \from home. . rhis

hole was always Tuil of saver deep enough to baptize in anu

water was not always

‘cu:.d deep enough to duck. peorle godgd. g ,

The wolves and

s . P

S
nekes were bad bus not very dsngsrous. I g ¢

remember once my cousin went To gather eégsé’ The nest was too 7
high for her to ses }Lto SO she just’ reached into tle nest gnd ¢
22 N LR 1,,,,, LT~
pulled out .a blg snaﬂe just full of ebgs. oO 7cn¢ &8s she al- oy
. ; - }
regdyhedhe—sa “Q_{*o ;“qi 0““ed.ha£..sad f‘_h&fore She L
. . —

threw nim down and then'sue £o01 sc&?ed. e always had & goad
. i - .

3 3 ’ = -‘ 3 3 ﬂw' So' ; o . ’ . g
gog that was a great deal of nel earou.d the I'arm and its & 2004 | .\

. 3
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watch doge _ . 3 v
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