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i n t e r v i e w with Zula Lee tfomacl
Oklahoma-City, Oklahoma,

1017 II. S h a r t e l ^
Born September 1 5 ^ 1 8 7 9 .
Father-Lemon J jVDoughty.
Mother-Nand/Ann Hive ly .

I do notknow^Jlow ray f a t h e r ' s b r o t h e r came to be out h e r e . ,

l i v e d near what i s now Llartha. Anyway when I was s i x or •

m years"o ld Fa the r and Mother loaded a l l our possess ions on

t o an immigrant car with sc^e f r i e n d s who were moving to Bonhaia,*,
- • • •, ,

Texas, Nwith t h e i n t e n t i o n of .unloading t h e r e .and d r i v i n g t h e r e s t '

of t he way through t o Qreer County,- Texas. Mother and we c h i l d r e n

were put on a passenger t r a in . * The funniest thing that I can

remember about the t r i p was hdviiig.to wait 'a lor-g time in some ,., •'

depot where we had .to "lay over". There was an old woman theise;

with a sunbonnet on and I guess with isiiat, must have beevn called _

a Mother-Hutbard dress with c white apron, tying "it downv We

waited "and waited unti l4 the children were, very hungry and th is "

old woman called th'e children to her and began to hand, them .out

biscuits-^b eat . Just about the time the, children all .had, one*,

biscui t and had begun to, eat , some one called "The t r a i n i s
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;" and sure enough the., t r a i n whistled. • Such a'scramble

\ .as. there -was to save the biscuit, and get the chi ldren 's / faces -

a l l wiped to be ready to get aboard «the t r a i n . , I oan laugh

about t i t yet when I think of i t . iVe got safely to Bonham aha

*. everything, was unloaded.1 ! ^ ' < *

A-wagon was packed with bedding and clothing mostly but

also.-with a camping o u t f i t , sheet and bows were stretched and -

we were .loaded into ,the wagon, Father took the l ines ,and we

were off oh the /last lap of our journey to a new home. It .was
*- '

' c "* *

terribly cold; we had .to camp in wagon yards when-we could get

, to one and even then v/e"frozefour fe.et. . We got to uncle's

where we stayed a long, long time. Uncle lived in one big room

- with a shed built on each side on both the north side and south

side. This house had a dirt floor.- The north shed was used for

sleeping quarters and the south shed was used to cook and eat in

while the middle roo-a proper v,as where everyone sat to talk or

whittle and the women pieced quiits or sewed with their fingers

or quilted. ': ' .

When we did move ou't we moved into the back end of an old

• store building. The post office was in the front end of.this
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dilding. I remember I felt quite important, to be in the.buii.d-
' . ' . * . ' " • • • \ - -

/ ing with the post office* '
/* ' ' / ..." *

We had heard a gre^t deal about the stoisns out here so every

time, v/e heard the vfijw. blow v/e were very .much frightened and'would

^all run down to Imcle*s where" theja was a -dugout; » I'remember one

night i t was very cold t.nd in the night Father woke in to hear the

wind and got' us a i l oat of bur warm bedt and away down*to Uncle*s,

he heeded us, Uncle*s folks were used to the wind and wer/ not

up. Uncle seemed disgusted so that about* ended our running to ••.

Uncled every time the wind blew. ' •

In â  few months' Father found an eighty tha^ had not been

filed on. He bought another eighty joining i t or I should say

bought the claim-to i t . This'was two miles west and two..miles

north of Martha. Here Father made us a full dugout IE "By 18 feet.

We lived here five years. He traded around a good deal but*the

farm he finally proved up on the children, s t i l l own. »Ye had a

door .in the" nortl^ and a door in the south and most of the time

one o'f these doors were open for light and air* We needed only

one f i re , a cook stove. All of the wood had to be stolen out of

the Indian Nation and great were the experiences which the

bora and Father had in*going for.wood. v
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There were a-very.few good wells in the country but about

five miles away ̂ ther'e wes a wê Ll of good water and from this

• •' well all 6ur water had to be hauled. We had a well dug on the

place-but it was fit for nothing but stock water as it was too

salty. - . '

Father made all our furniture. Beds, chairs'and tables

were all .we had. Every box that supplies were brought in from

Vernon was prized very highly for of them we made our cupboards

for everything that we wanted to £ut away-clothes, aishes, pot-s,"

. . pans and quilts. They only went to Vernon once or twice a year

*

and a lot of times they brought back the supplies in nice boxes.

iVe nad'^an old time cloek and a Mirrfrc. This mirror hung an

; the gable end of the dugout on the wall and was considered quite

_ a luxury • Mother brought her sewing machine.but t h i s was spld ' •

•for the lumber to f ix our dugout. ^ " . . ,**

Father helped some neighbor with something and he paid him

with a hog. Uncle gave us' a cow. I do not know, how w-e got /

chickens. But there was a lo t of wild birds and rabbits and we
r * *

always had meat. Fish in the streams were plentiful also."

Father put up .the posts and poles for an arbor in front of the

south-door of the gugout and this was covered over with dry'1'
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grasses every spring arid became ou,r su,nmer hone a l l during the
- - . <~ • - .

pleasant weather. There was, a* lotf of wheat raised and, th i s .was
' • • . " * .

traded for flour .at Vernon. W© always had bread and sorghum

molasses for sweetening. Ifother was a great hand to have a

garden and we usually had garden "sass" a plenty. All the f ru i t

we had were sand plums gathered, off, the banks of the r ive r . We

learned to use these plums in many ways. The Sal t "'ork of the '

Red River was real near oui claim.' . •"• •

We had to walk two miles to school, -Centsr Foint was the-
* . * • \ : . • • •

name of the schools—It .was_a_^onero.oiu-frrame building. A well

of,good water was in the1 yard, ^'e had "benches to s i t on but no

desks. Everyone h. d a% s la te to write and figure,on, .Ye did

not know what table ts and pencils 'Xere. There was a"blackboard

across-one whole end of the building. \<e had glass, windows '

which was very unusual. ,7e had" school .only^hree' iqonths out

of each year but i t was a.-free school* •. -N. >
* • ' * ' *\. *

',Ve played Stink Base, Anti Ov?r \uth a s tr ing baii .and ^
• a • . % •

Blackman and Holy, Pol'y with marbles and Miimbie. Peg 'with a ""knife.
* * • ' * ' . « • *. * \
.We had what we called & Literary once a month. Every'one took v \

• " . " - . . ' , ' - . - . • •

part in. this. Literary."and we had speeches and dialogues^ There
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was another school three wiles south or ^artha known as Wheat-

land and the pupils of th*g. school usually 'caus, to our enter tain-

ments and warrant to t he i r s , father had a pair oi" isule's we

young folks could drive' and I cculdyride them too.

- ,*e tr ied t o find soi..e ^1-ce every 3unuay where uhere was

preachinj but if VJS coaidnH, .:e would meet souiev/here and sing.

,te sang sacred songs, every .Sunday-and some times, c. Junday nights

too. ..e tr ied always to go ;.here there '..'as, ai- ci-̂ arx but could

not always for tl.are ivera nox aany orcans in those days*. *# .

I.other '.is -. :\rekz -h• :a - to lizre oreinohitions about us, espec-
** " "" »

i a l l y if r.7e v/er'a in d. ; ; j3r. Cng night-I had gor.3 to ^ s i rcing

vtiti: a young %aa and when he ot out of th ' buggy to open a-gate ..
v •

the horsD rift a ^ay. "I, vf̂ s r.04 hurt but the horse, ran about two

railes, "When 1 , got 'home l.iother was ' s i t t ing uj i . th-j door wait-

ing for-.me- she* srid she 2:r.6w tiiere v;as soBi

One^Sunday'night I was with ray.brother c:d I-got out to open

.the gate to our own farm. I said "3rothar, drive on . I ' l l just

walk on u I knew the.dust v;as l:c-d- but wyer thought j-bout ge t t ing '

l o s t . Brother got' hc.e and y:<z û _ his-horse, auci ca;& into the

house. ^Lo'ther said "Where i s 'Zu l !? 9 ' Brother "feaid H«liyl i s n ' t
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she h e r e / I was really lost .,ut,v;as close'enough to the

to hear when Ba?other came out tLniir-*a±ted for me and of course,

I came on to' the house Hh'en Brother called. *~*

#I always tnouj; >t in, mother the best c o k in the worlds 7/e,

a lo t of t ines would take our dinners to church f o r ' i t was sb far

away and' hen-th-re \.as c&urcn t lure were .usually three services

every dray and sometin.es A baptizin..,. I remeubsr' a favorite place

to Baptize was an old caved-in dugout no t ' fa r \from ho:xe.\ This

hole was always fu l l or .-.ater deejp^enough to baptize in anti^

water was not always jcu;.d deep enough to duck, people got)§U % ,

The wolves and sfnakes were bad but not very dangarous. I 4

remember once my cousin went Vo gather eg'gs/ The nest was too • •"*

high for her to see ii.to so she just ' reached into the nest' and f

p u l l e d ou t .a b i g snake, j u s t f u l l of e g g s . 3p - lon b &s she a l - " ••
\ . »

T n n ^ v , h'-e] t h o q-ni'-0 < ^ ° ' 'iflt -•/n*~̂ ftrj-.v>"iwq Viq^^ G£I! Jb.af.ore tlUe *
^ " W J x - - ^ M L - J . I U . ^ - J - ' M u _ ' j.- j.- -l ' » -

thre7r him down and th'en-'sne got sca'red. -ne always had a good

* gog vthat was a great deal of r.el. arou.-d the fanr. and .va's a go6d ^

• \

watch dog. . « .

'V
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