WILﬂun, Te

P. INTLEVIEW

N

&,

-
L

-

. gailroads-- issouri

rwfﬁorder,townae:Coffeyville,L{ansaa.,ﬁ;ﬁl

,«Jii

o~

ey, .

¥ INDEX CA-~DS N

v

“ - . &

, Janpas & Texas
NeAleater ’

Limestone Cap

¥arrisge--Indian Territory

Fruits--Hil4d
Iorze races~-Chdctaw Nation
Texrs Trail- S

Califirnie «Trail

thq;oiaunw—cu)ctaw Nation
‘ereaatile eSoabliqhmants--Choctaw Naticn

inall pox--Cherokee Natio~

Perryville . )

LEw qp.orce~ent-‘;ederax - g

Ferrfes=-ar~a-sas iiiver '
' Baxter Springs, “enses

Coffevville, {ansas S

®

Border towns~--aster uprings

-

Vanaaa

"Treils



’) ‘ . '}IIJ:J\)P‘:, ?. l‘o i“ ‘\ Y(\II 4 l

}

3 ‘ " Intorview ” th Mr. T. “p, wilson - - RBY
- ' ~ o by ' ' ‘
Co. L. ¥, Hilﬂon\, Field HOI'KBI‘ 4

-

— '

N &
Kre Te Po nz'.laon's answers vers as - mllowa.

-~ -
-

I am seventy.six ymrs olda of ..,cotch end English éescent and nov reside

Now Hall, california and~ cume to Oklahoma in 1881,

Father-- EC Wilson. born in .1.808 in Sectland, a Scotchmzm and naver vas in ‘

oklahom.., c‘!ied in 1876 and buri ed in ‘?odkporf Cemetery, Rockport, Ohto.

Mothere=- “{psgn'Cook uilson, bnm in 1818, 1n England, was Inglish, never wac -

-~

Oklahoma, d;e&, in-1902, and buriea in Greenhiil Cemetery,- at Lama;', Missour_i.

. “MIGR TION

In the very errly pard of 1881,-1 arrived by tr:in fron Columbus Grove,

—

oho, at sédalia, Missouri. I sectred employment with “John O'Neil and Pete"

;)ou;zher'yy“, Ra’i;i‘road contractors. +e left ;edelia, in the month of Mareh, 1 |

-

Vis the .h, & T.”R.R. with a gradingl‘cutfi% of three oars, consisting of Pivi

span of m\.las, gradinf’ outfit (serapers, plows, wagons, picks, shovels, harn:

S

etc.) The original crew of men were mnty .aat cams along; with us.,‘ Our g -

txnation wag at a point south of the ;resen;. tom« of McAles%er Oklahoma.. ¢
2 -

rrived at our destination fter » full two days travel. (Now it is ofily a

of hours)’ , *?\ - ’ _ e . -

= L. A

- S
The first st&‘bion after croasing the R?ansas & Io T. Line wes-Log Osbin-{ase—

Bi: Cabin; I began to get very- tired tw uvaling and fell *bg‘_sleep but wog aruk:

P 53

«ns«,

by the swin’tinv 4nd récking of the w‘.rs, due to rcugh track, -T.o traek was Tk

end 1% ,ausedvthe engines bell to ‘seep tinzling. It wasg dark. when we- rasae

thr ugh Muskogee, all I co&m see was a little platform alon,? side of the or.
<

About day break we cam‘ to the tom of Eufaula, (this was the largest town. i'm wrh

vhich ve nassed) v Next Plﬁee ¥As Menlester (McAlester consisted of depot, =8

g

U p

omed by Mr, McAJ.e‘ster, water tank, opemteﬁ by men pmaer ana a amall aatiu hm%

(loeatod scross the track).. The next stop was Savanah, (Train atop for dinner) R theg

LW,
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noxt stop was Ktowa, (only a sec’cion houss) . The next. wasALimeatone Gape A <
‘little depo‘b there and 8 1ittle store one-half mile south of the depot. o*med v
éLamore and Gouch.: ‘e est bliahea ous rTailroad camp three miles north of Gar =t o

ﬁ

imile post 448, on’ Beaver Greolcf - &

-
-~ c .
-

our- Job nas to build a aam i’or th.a railroad from the razlroad east ‘ao Botv

écreek, ! one fourth mile in lenr*th and twen’a%two feet hi,gh ﬂt the hi Jhest POiL e -
3 Two ears of supplies ,follov:ed us and upon arriy‘al,‘we spurred these cars - n‘,

- g -

-

fron the main track at Boaver, ureek, at our osmp.. _camped in tents. '.’e ve m -,
gthp f+n-hers for three months bf*fme eom, letion and of course bemﬂ oﬁly ¥ 3’0“ L=

/C

-~

lfman:I f-miliarized myself with the surrounding country.. T e
i : -

after three months at Beaver Creek Ohmp, we moved north inte -avansh .

-

o north to the Yerdigris Rive:z“ Sotto; to reh'rbilit'zte resent railrogd ':k;raée

Fdo 2ome bam;: ’widening. ('I’hi% was nenr the vresent to«m of Wybark ) Ihm 1 m
.tinued to ‘Buila fifty~two new miles west towarﬂ: the *resent ‘towm of ‘l‘ulaa. 1 '
think $his is the prosent Tulsa branch of the¥.K.:I. Reilrcad. = .

. & :hen our rork wss completed, ve started for Coffeyville, Kansas. e pulic.
eamp md send the chuck wagon. ahgaﬁ of the . utfit allowing them three hours -,
(They were to find a guiteble camp fer the night, have sukper ready and feed . ed

tor the s’cock) A‘b the jtmcticm of tw\. eattle m'ails, they took the wrong 4 1

e [ . 4\

which led them to the old mi‘itary reazi and came out at mxter nﬂnéa s Kans*”

r‘%e follov.ed tne Cow I‘rall to Coffevvilla "Kansas, I never will know how the— il “ed(

?

~the F'.th trail, bur I do fnow all ‘che men and stock was pretty hungry ?shex; g

lre ched Joffeyville, Kensas, due 0 the chuck wagon getting off the trail.

maaagad to get a fow thihgs at the Osage Inaian Village which is near the rre<e:

jd.m of dowata, Oklahoma, the stock had omly gress to eat. .

MARRIAGES . - ' I
The cnly .marriages, _lé@ally and _1awfixlly made were back in the states, I -

pidiens, whitos md.colored just found the ones théy choose for '§a wi;‘é»and iva)
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ith them, I never went to a marriage ceremony. - They were Common Law ' Tives anu

fysbends. There were a procsdure to legally marry but I did uot know so much
about ite - : L -~ -

LII’E AND CUSTUNS

The houses, school houses, churohes md out buil&ings were of A«og constr et~

L]

jon with stick or rock ﬁre pl&ces. Jome had puncheon floors and slide.windom A

. ’ . Vaad
-~ .. 7~

clap‘ooard shingle roofs, gthers vere the seme oily there wds nefloor ¢nd no ine

QOVSQ . . . , /

- &~

~ They taught the English 1anguagefm the schools, All ehﬁrehes T eontictsd

taugh‘b and preach,ad the Prt‘i’testant religicm of one a’énomlnatlon 0“' the otner. I

~
uge o re ch some aundays to ‘the mamain Gamp, , ‘ " e

The rrincipal crops raised was, cotton, eorn, -hd some wheat. »In'theix‘:‘,u
dena tkey raxsed qui te a v:riety of vegetables, podatoss, pumokins, beans, e -

I never paid much a‘ctention to t‘*eir metood af ermg, but 1 "emember st s

thez vlorinv and driving oxen, in two, four acé. six-ups and someé of those ;.1
boys were really good with the ox whip, "hey could knock & 'f1y off of the o~
lead ox's ear vi th 'bride. lhosay used some horses,usually one horse croppers, Yt

celled thems There wers very faw mule,s in the country..

r~

I huve -seen,the Indiand grind their corn v th a morter and bestl‘a,e»e{‘ LT

“guess gvery ofie at présent in Oklahowa have seen these 50 I will mot dwell o tiem

There was sorie hand graders, water-milis =nd tread mills in the country buy cennoi
fgm losntions and names of those, pperating them. Watermills were construcisi on
;s,ame fest stresm and the-running of the vater turned the large water wheel-f.hia:z

~

:tu:ao& the mill, The cre&d mills were orer: Lted with horee power, that is & 3% ¢

[E]

W5 constructed end an endless cham, &AdﬁQFQf rope and plamk and large ele ta2 on

this endleas chain were ‘faatened, 80 the ho se Would have sure. footing, anu 'e-'e,af,‘

a8 he walked to turn this enaless chain which contao*bed pulleys under the szan
¢ [

‘and this turned. the mill, These ’cread mills were for @rinding wheat, for ﬂcmr'
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,I feol, sure this mill was at MoAlester and _owned by Mr. MeAlester.. #

e

All cooking was done _principally in fire. places, féw had stoves and soms cﬂdﬁ:

'»

‘aido ovens and ﬂres were 1n use. - A complete fireplace consisted of fire dogs,

tongs, hooks, pots, skil.w.ets and what we call dutch ovens to do their baking.
3..‘4,
“f People did e gre t deal of ﬂzmr own making of croth and clothes, however,
oo v Eo
ertain garmenta werse available at the st(ﬁ.‘es‘ at Gap, Savannah and McAlester as -

well as'féuskogee. It waa nothing unusual o see the wamnm carding, gpinninb,
- ~ 14
,:eeling and Weaying their cloth from coﬁton and some from wool. They used’t\ .8
old spinning wheels, reals and looms that are now old relies ang e be B6en &~
f\

"¢ind rmuseuns -and collectors of old furniture end curios.
There vas lots of” wild berries aud xmt_a."“ Blackberrigs,” dewﬁerries, gtr: e

‘berfies, huck}.elierries, wild plums, gra}gea,

r~ ‘ ' ™A

. ~ -
Je would buy tliefse from en old Indian(Chcctaw) thet came to the camp at rupe

Sometimes the men would ‘loezte a bee tree and we would Have honey. (mld hone i
o~ . &
There was lote of hickory . nuts, walnuvs and- few $8CaNS8.

These ol course were in the timbered country but not‘Eing on ths plains C:
this nature. .
: ~

There was planty'of wild geme =nd fish, ,I«"abb'it_s, aquirrels, coomns, (', - .

-Wmsg, iox,,hcoyotes, $urkeys, ! phaasants, prairie chickens, minks, nmskrats, -dess

77777 T T - o

and buffalo.‘ These aziimals haunts were in that part of the countr,f sultablﬂ Moy
Y
their nativity.

r

' They. raised some shsep, ildgs, Lew ho;’ses,’and large herds:of cattle.s Theww

vag a few wild hogs. These hogs, I was told, became wild at the instance of B’

-

1eft by inhabitants in the tame‘state and going wild, They were left’acsouny of

&

Givil Far, snd continued: to mil 1Ly $his 82 also true of péfcxés of wld do ‘3.

There was -some social ez«i‘zi‘asm1 rs,. such as barbecuses, dances, shucking bees and

camp meetings exid vigsi’cmg neighbors on near by ranches. I attenéad some cf t;nese

~
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¥ canp,meetings, thet were floae to camp. I would®go im“the evenings. Most of ti.e

T N o )
§ 105ted for weeks. “The people ‘would come and stay until the meotings closeds 1 .cue

. eve old arbor meetings: The arbors.were constructed of post, limbs and brusk ad
[ 1025 were rolled up for seats.. ' ’ I

T ~ . B » .. )
Jur spcrts and recreationg were foot racing and horse racing, kangaroc ¢. ‘%, .

~

anﬁ presks of all kinds 1maginabla.

One dey a fellow oy the neame of Parsons came into Gap from Texas with a "'Q:y

<

mare, .Tolumy {John 0'neil )had brought with him a little _riding ponye l?érsqns.
~

i

E, vanted™ to race Jolnuy - for 340.00. Diptanae i'un, to be a quarter of a mle, ..l

e R AR s
o TS e A i e
b, 1,*, RO SR S A2 LM i sscten

z the men in the e'amp ware of course for Jolmny's pony ﬁ‘eeause they knéw if he : LI

-v
~

11; mesnt treats for the gang. - The ThCe was vun snd Johnny's pony wom.. well 7

:on't nention the aftermath of that race but all the man got the tretts as c.-
;ectad, R ) . ,

ok ' :" A

The Indiens did lots of fishing end hunting and had ball grmes. (Indien _&°
' o : N '

E: Wie had no time $o- indulge in sny of these sposts, - ;

Kangaroo Court in cemp evenings was a lot of fun. Peke Dougherty was t

1 L . |

E{ Judge, rurk (a Mr. l*arker) was Prosecutinz? Attorney and myself the sheriff, . ¢ .
L

rrigoner xad the op orumity of selectmgr -nyone chamg to defend them. (Evi

e

Pmncinnl ¢'i89 was a men oalled *Yorkey" from New York. “He brought Covsisg

{grey bm‘cs) in camp, I arrested hip. Trial v'as arranged. Yorky found crui}'%.: 3y

-
-l

B the Judze (no jury). He was sentenced to have his nair out with the nmle s .

A

nleked up his clothing ?Jith a stick md bumed thems In the nude; as ths ¢i. nfs
burned I marched him throﬁgh camp and the map all sang "John Brown's body liu-
-"sm ulﬁerixig‘ in ghe grave"' I aunnnonsed help, we threw him in Beaver Cresk,

- orought hisa to the commissary, gave him new clothes aad Tun him out of gamp.

~ Hext day waa general wash and clean up day-in camp. B L T
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Other cases were for bringing rattle anakes into cany » ﬁe'xd or alive unles:

b4

~

you parsonally oaught or k:%lled them. »@ ‘ueed rattla snuke skins for belts ¢

»

1

~n ~n

hat bands. ,'_ ‘ N

Jclmny (Jobn O'Neil) had t{i)vmake a business trir back to Sedalis, Missouri. _
) . . s ’ /.

r'.'vhile.'he was gone we made a dmm’iy snd hune him in effigy to O'Neil (This was\at'

NEE TR
U N P

A’

[,

fsa'vannah)' we took a dump board stick it in the b:cake wieel of one of the ( comm-

ispary cars on the s@uth and of the car, THe train men from Texas &s they went -
h . ,.h‘
north report'edhg, man lynched and hangin.; on a pole at the Grade Camp near iile

4}

;pos{.%s,, The next train frc;m the north lgtopped. Mr. OjNejl was on the train

Etpgetner" with two U.S. Earéhe_zls to inyestigate. One of the Marshald (it was ni ' T

Egrabbed tue dummy by che foot and it.came down with & thydé, (the dummy was madw
E N - .‘ ) i
5hgavy purooselyi for the moment they kiew it was 8 real man, -1l the men ren o

&

tof camp to see why the train gtopped and was on hand byt not - * word eaid until

e

officers realized it & prank and then a great shout went up. The Prosecuting
;orney oréered me (the sheriff) to bring the guilty omes into court. 'eil,that ~oa ,
g . ; :
H

.Was never triad. The guﬂty could not be found. {Judg,e, Prosecuting attorney,

‘snerifrs and all helped to do 1t) We just could not ind who did the lynchin .

There use tc be a doctorthat lived between Savannah and MeAlester where -

{l
Erailroad cr osaed the old ‘I‘exas haw. * and thé "Forty Niners “trail thatuse %o wue 1.0 -

«uoct'o}?ﬁe boys in ‘comp. »6 pald Bim 3L.00 per moath ""fof.ms”"s’éfﬂéég*’:ﬁ'crb‘ff**e:rtf-m

-»

At tnis trzil und railroad junciion was about like a filling station settlemans
(o1 sute highway. There was au old doudble log honse there and several ather lo-

Ecabins, It was rmally fading out it this time but all ‘said it was a thrivin: i tlg

{

.9 .ef.r¢ le railrosd. An 0ld Indlan rn a litfle store and an inn in *Le

L —— I

i

double log housé. I'hey qss to call this pluce zerryville, T‘he railroadﬁ did n.

build .
@ station there and mo. 5 :,eoplq moved to Mc:’zlester where the C.0. & G, ‘ (o,

t}xe Rock Island) croseed the M.K. & T Rajlroad snd others moved to Savannah.

[
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@m&-tsml}; about it here at 'the junction at the old Perry’vilie«.;é It seems
" ! . i <8 : -

yorse pcc»ule arousd here was tue U. 9. larshals. They would stop eml rants ‘a

! %

g’saarchuaeyir outfit for w is. ey, of' courae tie Marshgls nlways ha. stme to pl

J !

w—u—-g g

d . v . ‘ N f - . .
tg von; Smith, arkapsas, to geo Judge Parkero If tne m'u-shals could not ..et

%lOi)g.O fee, t ey would take what tuey could gat ‘ma let them 20 their. way.

‘e; 4id not travel by ruil to Verdigris bottom north of Muskogee, but by

N

TP L YT T S TrR—LnY ST LA YO

;‘n

1

tm‘.n.a e uid not take the Taan tioda as we fallosed cloge to the ¥ .K.»’ T

mﬁs"u: ‘gf t.e way and tuenca through & hilly %ction turnin into the old Fort

&‘;‘I - 5

uam¥}

aﬁx‘nctors had camped in J.872. ngross the river we starteﬁ our worke On "cbi*‘

*we omme t.r uzgh a toll gate. (I cannot give the looa tion.) It wag to me thc«,‘,

-

herg al.oﬁg’ 18 our work progressed. Emigrants on the trails when they st‘;opp'e‘,

-

R
énight would lock chains arotmd the neOks of their horsea and then arbund tow

Al

¥

theelss to avoid thef‘t:. ) o : .
EG e ¥

- X spoke of trail to. Goffeyville and Baxter Springs, Kansas. " The oattl, tr

o tho west sidla of the Verdigris river nemed Mr. Chaney aud we ,ald®uim the

uauel l 00 a month. There was a swsllpsX cpid mic-in this seoi;icm, and hun-~
nnddle bag dxmtor) . --e dzd not 1ooae »m5 of our man ln the exSidemio. ) A

The ‘Dems Roed cume in at ‘ohe foot of the mount-in south of LioAle;a'ber ch

iran intc the "Forty Niners" trail, whiah gonnected with the old Kickapoo tr . 1:

hixﬁ&le fond and cane out on the north b'mk of the irkensas Hiver the prement "

mazs diad in the Oherokee IIation.A The old dootor was buAsy mn, (he vag tho ot

‘haqr wagms whi e aeurchinp;. Then it was up to tire emipgrants to put up o ¢
:X ] g ’ : :

lo.

K

@ tie Arkensas River, near our cemp, named Harris, e just moved our eamp i - -

AL

aflis

. d . . . X ) “)\.,., . .
Atter we moved to Verdigris bottoms on M.K.% T. we Lad a doctor that I"IWS over .

1Sk wnee “bovn e I never traveled hhoae Araila but would Lenr the cow~puichers s ‘

R R

s,

&. Ii. Railroaq bridge ‘north’ of I}msmges. wa camped pare, where the original coe—

i

Aanotnu: 1 co on the prairie. There vas a r.ullblood Indian thnt operated n re»r -,

Pal 3 s
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t0 Cof‘i‘eyvfilla, Kenaas I travelsd and vell romember. ".:e crossed'a'snmll creek
'« 5

ﬁrat "Bird Creak" thence north tovard the rose*ﬂ‘r town of Claremre Ol:luhomn

orosaod a ford near thero c'alled Indian E’ord (Everybody uaad it), thence north

inear 7411 Roper'a (the humorist) olé homa place (now Olumh) ¢ Ohlahoma. 1411

4

fmust have been about.three or four yesrs old when I was on the trail. 1@ Conw

e

tinued north towa.rd the Osaz’e Tndilan Villn e (now rIowata,‘Oklahoma) Ma.ﬂy of the

Oaagea were 1n. Wewams nt this Villazre. (They “greeted us warmly) thence on mortlh
'ob Cof*aﬂiﬂe, A{araaas. ‘ . : :

&

The trail or road the "Chuck wagf;n" traviled so some-# then told me, to. .

3

. * ) 4
then in » northeast direction and pnssed throush the now Choteau, Oklahora (01 -
~ 3
Ghotea' was not on %he r 'slroad) that they forded the iieosho River (Grand «ive )

near sow :éiami Oklalo a end on. to Bﬁxter Jprings, Kansas..

mc;m D RiGE, - ‘

- . ps
C . - [ 2

3 . .

3

a fattle were out of Tezas and’ run on the open range «id wgs bandled by. th

. ,
- <

'cow-»punchers wit‘n oamp outfit=. Thoy would set up/ their camps ,ﬂ% stratagef:‘:o-

points aa t‘ ey grozed thelr oattle mto t.2 8t tes for t‘né market, often tiue

being a‘ﬁﬂj frow Fprt waeth', Texas, the home of most o:f‘ them I mst, for eip‘nb D

~

ton'months .at & time. - ' = e
CCommmTs L e

ir. 7ileon was eng-ged in. the eon‘bracﬁm: bual ness all _hia; 1ife. 3m'til' h@ et
;tirec’i. Ve ka;:t himself abreast with th- $lnes.- ?’e ara not only cc;nfir:e his ' ot~
ivitiea to railroads, bt to oonstruction of buildim?a, ni e ya snd bridgep ff’»')‘r" ‘
Individnil e, «orrorntions and munieipalities.

¥

? ’ sfter nis eniaode in’ Oiflahe*m as he has sta ad he retu.'nea to Ohio tmd

*ﬁith his wife, ke Tet@rne? weat and sai: ed at Lamnr B&r‘con Count,. Ifieaour, »

tthia plxee 4 soa was born-- ”The Interivewer- - ' : L



