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Interview v/ith Mr. T. *'P. .vilson -• ' , '2137'
-v - by

L. »V, /('ilsorh, ffleld »orker

Mr. H* ¥• "llsori's'answers were ae - icllowaJ . ' , -.
* *v * """

I am seventy-sir years bld? of Jcotcli ead Eaglisk descent aad now reside ia

êw HaXlj California and-̂  Ofune to Oklahoma in 1881,

Father— E.C« Wilson, bora in 4-8°3.» ia 3ootland, a Scotchman on.d nover.^as in \

Oldahama, died in 1878, and buried in nodlcport-- Cemetery, Rbckport, Ohlo»

Mother— ^uapui Cook Vdlson, born in 18l8;j in" England, was English, never WQS \T< .

Kia-, died in; 1902, and buried in Gre.enMil Cemetery,,• at Lamar, Missouri. •

In the very e r̂̂ Ly par*£" of 1881, -'I arr ived by tr-.in. fror, Columbus Grove,

Ohio, at -edalia,- Missouri . I secured employment with *John O'Neil and. Pete'"

Dou^erjy", Railroad contractors* »*e l e f t iedal ia , in the month of March, 1 ,

Viu the .VvK, & TV'R.R. with a grading "outfi t of three cars , consis t ing of fii'J- - ;\

spaa of mules, grading ou t f i t (scrapers , plows, wagons, p icks , shovels, ham-:- ,

etc.}. The or ig inal crew of men were twenty that came along with us . . - Our <3os-

tination wag at a point south of the i resent torai^ of McAles^er, Oklahoma. - c

-rrived at our dest inat ion af ter «v fu l l tT;o daya t r a v e l . (Nor/ i t i s only a . l.~

of hours) , *~v " '."* •• • *

The f i r s t s t a t ion a f t e r crossing th© K^"sa¥"S"I;-"TrXiTie-TraB'ix>g'-Gabin--4iHiv«---

Bi;!; Cabin) I bsgan to get. very t i r e d t rave l ing and f.ell ^fe^sleep but was a?-nktm-i.

by th-.i nwin-dng 'md racking pf the or.rs, dud to rough t r ack . T.e t rack waft r ><î

and i+ eiuaed-'bhe engines be l l to keep t ing l ing . ' I t was dark when we passe,

thr ugh Muskogee, a l l I covild see was a l i t t l e platform along side of the ct. :i, •

About day breek we camr- to . the town of Eufaula, ( t h i s was the l a r g e s t town, tUrcu.^b

which we passed). Next Place was llc'Alester (McAloster consisted of depot» =•. —?ss

owned by IAr. McAloater, waller tank, operated by man po^er and a s m l l e i t i n ^ h>>

across the track)., ^he next stop was Savanafc,. (Train atop for d inner) ,
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next stop iras Ktowaf (only a section house). The next*was Lim&stone Gap. •&.

little depot there'jand a l i t t l e store one-half mile south of the depot* ovmed ?

taHore and Gouclu- \iQ es.t-blished oou1 railroad camp three miles north of Gap -it

mile post 44$, on Beaver Creek*- f. .-.

Our-Job was to build a dam for the railroad, from tKe railroad east to Bea-.* -r-
**/"'. - • •

' * • * •

'creek, n* one fourth mile in length and twenty-two feet high 'it the hi^h©3t poia K* .

Two eaTB of supplies follovrod us and'upon arr ival , we spurred these cars • -t

•from the main track at Beaver. jJreek, ,at our caaip.. -e caujped in tents , /'e we m
I ' . **" ' • • •

[the -̂'>>-here for three months .before completion and of course being only *• yo*-̂
•t ' . " • • > • • • •

'ijniliarized myself vd.th the surrounding country. . • ^^,
three months at Beaver Greek C^mp, ~we moved north into -avan^h m . .

" - • ' ^ " "

on nor.th to the ^erdlgris River bottom to rehabilitate resent railroad grade

fdo some bank widening. (This #as ne?ii* the present to?m of Wybark } Bi&ii ' in

Uiauod toN*build fifty^-two now Mies west toward: Ike present torn of Tulsa, 1

I think this i s the present Tulsa branch of the'M.S.&T. Railroad.

j » -.(hen our vork wss .completed, v»e started for Coffeyville, Kansas, .e pull-..

leaiap aid sent the chuck wagon-akead of the >utfit allowing them three hours v»'

(They were to find a suitable camp for the night, have supper ready and feed ."• &<i

for the stock). At the junction of two catt le t r a i l s , they took the wrong V U

vhieh l8d them to the old ^military rafid" and oama out at Mxter Springs, Kans:?.,

followed the Cr>vt Trail to Coffeyville, Kansas. 1 never'will know how the" ni -?.

the r .-.ht t ra i l , bur I do .know a l l the man and stock was pretty hungry when e
• ' /

re chea Ooffeyville, Kansas, due to the chuck wagon getting off the t r a i l . y

aaaaged to get a few things at the Osage Indian Tillage widch i s near .the r r e ^ ^ t

to?n of Sowata, OklahoDja, the stock had" only grass to eat . • . ^ '

MARRIAGES . • " '

The only .mar r i ages , l e g a l l y and l a w f u l l y made were back i n t he s t a t s s * ? s>

ladiaas, whi tes a n d . c o l o r e d j u s t found t he oni6s tibi©y choose fo r a ^ i f « and
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-with them. I never ^snt to a marriage ceremony. • ^hey were Common Law Viives aau

H^Bbands. There were a procedure to legal ly marry but I did not know so much

about i t . . . . '"

T . • _ ^ I f f E S ^ C U S T O M S •. . ' . • ; . . • • • ' .

* The houses, school houses, churches ssnd out bui.ldings were of log construct- -.

ion with stick or rock fire places.^ Jome had puncheon' floors and slide, window? --m.

clapboard shingle roofs, £ihers v/ere the ssne only there mifs n<rfloor end no 5.n«*.

flows. •' • - / ^

s- They taught the English langu^ge^ia the schools. All churches I contacted

taught and preached the Priotestant religion of one denomination or the other. I

0 yre ch some Sundays to the mane in camp. • "^ —

'fbe principal crops raised was, cotton, corn", "aid souse wheat. In theii- r> --

they raised a^uite^a variety of vegetables, potatoes, pumpkins, beans, e ' ,

1 never paid much attention to their m©tn.;>.d of!farming but I remen3)er sf. -n.-:

the-c plowing and driving-oxen, in t%o, four aad. six-ups and aoate of those ; ..i.-i.

bp'p w r̂e really good v.ith the ox whip, •'"'hey could knock a "fly off of the o:.

lesd ox's ear with pride, A'hey used some horses,usually one horse croppers, ';,•-.;

called them. There i?ere vary few muleis in £he country^-

I h-ive seenrthe Indiana grind their corn vd th a morter and pestle,eoc«'' i "

guesa avery one a t present in̂^ Oklahossia hav© -seen^tiLese^SQX will not dwell on tKem

waa son© hand gradet-s, water-mil£s «nd tread, mills in the country buy cannot

locations and names of those, operating them. Wateiiaills were constructac on

some fest stresjn and the running of the water turned the large vaster wheel-•'.Men

turn?! the mill . The tread mills' were operated with horse power, that i s e st a.

«as oonstructed and an endl©as chain, aiade^of rope and plank and" large ele ta oa
f • r

•this eadless chain were fastened,y so the horse .would have sure footing, and o-e^,

: as he walked to turn this endless chain which contacted pulleys under th© s ta l i

\M this turned the mill* These tread k i l l s were for grinding wheat, for flour.
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\l feel sura this mill was at MoAlester and owned by Mr. McAlester.- f*-'
' • - * ^ , *

! All cooking-was done, principally in f i re places, feV had stoves and some ex

[aide ovens and fires-were in use. A-complete fireplace, consisted of £ire dogŝ ,

tongs, hooks, pots, skil lets and what we call dutch ovens to do, their .baking.

^ People did a gre t deal of tfcoir own.̂ aki-ng of cloth and clothes, however,

certaia garments were available at the stores1 at'Gap, Savannah and McAlester as

as'Muskogee. I t .was" nothing unusual to see the women/carding, spinning,
peeling and wearing their cloth from cotton and some from wool. They v

spinning wheels, reels and looms that are now old relics and.cnn be

d nuseums and collectors of old furniture end curios.

There i?as lo ts of wild berries and nuts. Blackberries,'" dewberries, str: P

'berries, huckleberries, wild plums, grapes,

Tie would buy the^e from en old Indian(Choctaw) that came to the camp at -r^

Sometimes the men would loeete a bee tree and we would Save honey, (wild hone;*;
«•* - • <<

Bier© was lots of hickory.nuts, walnutc and few pecans.

of course were in the timbered country imt notning on the plains c ':

this nature. . .

There ŝas plenty of wild-game end fish, ^Babbits, squirrels, coons, C . .--.- -

pia, tqx,t ^coyotes, turkey s^phsasants, prairie chickens, minks, muskrats, dea^ -

and buffalo, "̂ heae animals haunts were in that part of the country suitable Tar

their nativity. • . '

They raised some sheep, hogs, few horses, and large herds of ca t t l e .

vas o few wild hogs. These hogs, I was told, became wild at the instance of

left by inhabitants in the tame."state and going wild. They were left/account of
. * • ' • •

Civil War, and continued* to multiply. $his is also true of pack's of wild do:s.

^ere was some social affairs. , such as .barbecues, dances, shucking1 bees and
* ' * *

camp meetings' and visiting neighbors on near, by ranches., I attended some of toes©
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f that "werojclose to camp. I would"<go infHhe evenings. Most of tt.w*

lasted for weeks. '"The people would come and stay u n t i l the meetings closed^ 'r.&3«

were old arbor meetings; The arbors .were oorr»truc,ted of post, limbs" and brusL ad

logs were rolled up for s o a t s ^ " . ' * . • ' "

(frir sports and recreations^ r/exe foot ',racing and horse racing, kangaroo Co t ,

aad prenks of a l l kinds- imaginable, - ' "

JJ One day a fellow by-the noroe of Parsons cane into Gap from Texaa with a - •••y

[j mare, Johnny (John O'noil )had brought with him a l i t t l e r iding pony. Parson*

santed^to race Johnny for ^40,00. Ciatanoe run, to be" a quarter of a mile , .̂ J

the men in tfe^ damp were of course for Johnny*3 pony &eaause they kn§w if he -oii,

I'-'

V

:l 'it meant t rea ts for the gang. ' .The race was »un and Johnny* s pony won. V«ell ~:.

I won't jaention the aftermath of that race but a l l the man got the t r e a t s ;JS e;--

teeted. • »

The Indians did l o t s o*f fishing and hunting and had bal l games. (Indian :

| We had no time' to-indulge in any of these spoSts. -_ • .

Kangaroo Court in camp evenings was a l o t of fun. Pete Dougherty was t

H Judge, r&rk (a Mr, Parker) was' Prosecuting Attorney and myself the sheriff, . «

the op ortunity of selecting .oiyone in'v>caiap, to defend them.
aan in caiap had a nick-name) . •

Principal c i se was a man call©*? "YorkVy" £rom Few"York; H© brought -Go

{grey bucks) in camp, I , a r res ted him. Tr ia l v?as arranged, Yorky. found gu i l t ; .vy

the Judge (no ju ry) . He was sentenced to have his hair cut ?;ith the mule B.^••/.~J

stripped of a l l dotfling f• ^eing t . « sheriff , I made him s i t on a p i l e of r o . ,

nicked up ni.s clothing with a s t ick said burned them* In the nudei as ths c l . * «ja .

burned, I marched him through camp and the man a l l sang "John Brom's body li<;.-,

•sauldering'in ghe graven . i summonsed help, we threw him in B©avor Crodk,

brought hi4 to the eoinK&asary, gave bpa new clothes and run him out of oaap.

day was general wash and dean up day-in ©amp.' .
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Other cases were for bringing ra t t le snakes into camj* dead or alive

yoiTperspnelly oaught pr killed them. .<e used ra t t l e snake akins for belts

Johnny (John O'Neil) had to make a business tr ip back to. "edalia, Missouri,

ae was gone we made a d&ai&y snd hung him in effigy to OfNeil (This was*at

Savannah) ><e took a dump board stick i t in the brake wheel of one of the comm-

issary cars on the sduth and of the oar, Th"e train men from Texas as they went

north reported a, man lynched and hanging on a^ pole at the Grade Camp ne^ir Mile

;Post-44S,,, The next train from ih@ north a topped* Mr, O'Neil was on the train

|tpgetfler5 rAth two U.S. Marshals to investigate* Oae of the Marshals (it, was ni

[grabbed ti»e dummy by she foot and i t . cam* down with a th(/c!, (the dummy was m&d<-
i *

!ĥ avy purposely^ for the moment they k;.ew i t was a real nan, -»-ll th6 men ran o-

pf aamp to see why the train ^topped and was on hand byt not * word 'taid until

officers realized i t a prank" and then a great shout went up. The Prosecuting •

orney ordered me (the sheriff) to bring the guilty ones into court. e l l .that •-

never tried. The guilty could not be found, (Judge, irosecuting Attorney,

I

jfsseriff, 3iid a l l helped to do i t ) We just could not :'ind who did th9 lynchin •.
I; • •
[i Ihere ase to "be ar-doetor^fcha t l ived between ^vnnnah and MoAlester where "

erailroad crossed the. old Texas £caA and the "-Forty Niners "trail thatuse to ui

[doctor the-boys in camp, »e paid him # ,00 per month"for-Tils'services sick >̂r el

this t ra i l and railroad j u n c t i o n ' s about like a f i l l ing station settlement

m aoae hi.̂ hway, T̂ herQ wa,s an old double log housa there and several other lo -

Babins, I t waa finally fading out \t this time but a l l 'said i t was a thriving iv

at*x ĝc ^or.re t:.e railroad. An old Indian v-n a l i t t l e store and an inn in *;.?

double log house. They u^sVto oall this pluce lerryvi l le . T^he railroad did s..

build a station there 10.:t :,9op\La moved to MoAlester where the CO. &5 a, {n^

the Rock Island) croseed the M.K. &" T. ^ailroad etnd others moved to Savannah.



After we moved to Verdigris bottoms oa M»K4>1 T. we tiad a doctor that liV^fl over .

tho west s idoof the" V&rdigrfca rive-r named Mr. Ghaney and "we i&iO*blm: tbo
A * , '

usual ^.OO a racJnth. There V/as a sraallpox upid-mic-in. t h i s s ec t ion , an.diShun-A

dredu diod.ln tho Cherokee Nation.,, The old doctor v/as buAsy i«an_, (Ke v/aa tiiy t.t.
/ • * • • " . • .

bag doctor). V.© did not lo'oae l<mu; of o\ir men in the epldemio# .

ROABO.TR ILSj

I The Texas Road Cirae .in at the foot of the mount'in south of MoAlepter

[ran into tr^ "Forty Niner3" t r a i l , which conneoto'd with the old Kickapoo. t r 11 ' i,

t3h *P$S to\m, I never traveled those ^ ' l i l a but would,L.enr the> covfpuriohers HU '

|©aigr^"ts talk about i t hero at ' the. Junction at the old P e r r y v l l l e ^ I t aeema

fworse poo^Ae lr->ut̂ .d here v.as tiie U» S. J/larslials. They would at,op einl^rMixts a

*seareh-»rtli9ir outf i t for v/ ia .ey , of course t i e Marslta^ls nlways ha some to pi

i» wagons while aearchin^. fhen i t was up to t ; e emi,«prant8 to put up o *o.

Srrdth, Arkansas, to aeu' Judge Parker* If tue Marshals could not ,;et

- fee, t ey woulu take what they could get aid l e t them 30 their, way*

[••- * ,;& did not travel by r a i l to Verdi/^'ia bottom north of Muskogee, but by . •>-.

e did not take the Texaa iioda as we followed cloge to the M.K.-"- -f, •

f

r

tl.e way and tiience through a . h i l l y section turnin-' into the old Jfort
• . • • \ * - ' . '

fond and came out on the north bank of the /vrkansas Hiver the preaonf

&̂ f̂  Railroa4 bridge north" of Muskoge©* *;o camped jbToro, v2ferer the

s^uotors Ixad camped in 1872. ^crosst the .river w« s tar ted our• work. On thi •

t . j : ugh a t o l l gate. (I cannot give the looation.) I t w\& to me tht-u j

u.̂  ,i oe on the p r a i r i e . There ^as a fullblood Indian that operated n f:*>-

<m tbo Arkansas River", near our camp, named Harris , n« juat movad our camp r -

iero aloag*'ia our work progressed. Emigrants on the t r a i l s when they 3toppe•,

flight would lock chains around the aeOke of the i r horses and then arbund t, u

wheels to avoid the f t . '*" . . • * ' '
; * • " * •

- I spoke of t r a i l t d Coffeyvllle and Baxter Springe, Kansas," TKe oattlu



ito Coffoyv-ille, Kanaas I traveled and well remember. >v« crooned a small oraek

^firat "Bird Creok" thence north toward the ;roaoat* town of Clai-eraore, Oklahoma,

a ford near thero called Indian Ford (Everybody used i t ) , thence north
• . • . * • • .

•aear ' i l l ^oger's {the humorist) old hoir.a -place (now Olugah) f Oklahoma. V/'ill
! • - * ' • • • • • • » .

•must have been about. three "or four years old vvlnen I wna on" t h e ' t r a i l , -e con-

tinued north toward the Osa^e Indian ViH-n ',9 (now Notmta, Oklahoma) Many of thoI
I
Odages wer-e invvigwama ot th i s v i l l age . (They"greeted us wannly) thence nn

tb Coffeyville, Kansas. *

I • The t r a i l or road the "Chuck wagon" tr^v.ded so Bom&^k' the;a told mo, to ..

f •' * ' •
[then in s northeaat direction and pn^seei through the nov; Choteau, Oklaho'a^ (01 ••

[choteat waa not on the r ilroad) that they forded t!.te lieoslio River (Grand i<lve
r /. •' •

lear Sow Miami,. Okie,ho a.end on. to ^ x t $ r b r i n g s , K^uisas/.

. '. ' ' RANCHES

Gattle were out of Teasas find run on the open range uxid w^s handled by.'th*

|oow*punchera with camp ou t f i t s . They would set up the i r camps a t s t ra ta^et io •

Ipoiats as tf;ey grazed their c a t t l e into tli'e st, tea for the market,

Ibeiag away from Fprt V/prth*, Texaa-, the -taome of most of them I rust, for oighb ..

Itenmonths .at a time. • — - . . " • , -

:Jr. -Tilsoa ime eng-^ed la the contracting buaihess a l l his 1 if0 un t i l h© e--

, Ye kept himself abreast with fch • t i n e s , He di'd not only confine his > ot-
' * * *

s to rsiiroad£5, but to construction of buildings, hi -hvr-ys nnd brldger. (or '

, ^orrorntions and municipalities,
t

his episode in Oklalma as he has sta';.e<l he returned to Ohio and . 1 . *-

tith Ms nif'e, lie ret&mef1 west and se t t led a t Lainar, Barton County, Missouri.*

At this pi ice a son was born— "The. Interivewer'*" • • .


