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Don Moon, J r . ,
Investigator.
Jebruary §,8., 1958.

Interview with Mre. F. L. Williams
Guthr ie , Oklahoma.

Father-John H. Bishop
Mother-Alice E. Besore

John Hoye Bishop was a na t ive of Maryland. He could

read at the age of two and a half years and was reading

Virgi l , Cicero and Livy when he was t en . He graduated from

Yale as a Civi l Engineer when twenty.

His father, Dr. E l i j ah Tracy Bishop,was a l s o a graduate

of Yale. The family belonged to the Episcopal church. Mr,

Bishop^ f i r s t job was to help lay out the Union P a c i f i c

Railroad and he came to Oklahoma. about s ix months a f t e r

the Opening and bought a re l inquishoent on a qua r t e r sec t ion

just three miles s t r a i g h t eas t of Oklahoma Ci ty . He paid

$500.00 for t h i s rel inquishment . The f i r s t owner had s t a r t -

ed to build a one-room log cabin on i t . Mr. Bishop f in ished

t h i s and a few years letter b u i l t on one room and f in i shed a

loft-room in the log cabin.

His wife was an inva l id and was never ab le to make the

t r i p west. There were seven ch i ld ren . The ch i ldren took
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turns coming cut and l i v i n g with t h e i r f a t h e r , and Mr.

Bishop's l e t t e r s t o l d h i s wife t h a t he sometimes had to

take a m i n i s t e r ' s p lace i n h i s community. Two fami l ies

in the neighborhood, the Hixons and the Tal lmans, each

one los t a l i t t l e ch i ld and each asked Mr, Bishop to

conduct the funeral s e r v i c e s . So he took h i s prayer book

and read the b u r i a l s e r v i c e s and offered prayer over the

l i t t l e graves . He was never •pry s t r o n g , and farming was

rea l ly too hard far him. But he loved h i s homestead and

namsdit "Suchi Kenya" because an Indian Chief, White Cloud ,

and h i s people who used t o camp t h e r e , c a l l e d i t the "Camp

of the NeverJf'ailing S p r i n g . " White Cloud was probably Chief

of the Iowas as the l i n e of t h e i r r e s e r v a t i o n was only about

six miles e&st of M r . B i shop ' s p l a c e .

Across the road from Mr. Bishop ' s farm, the Hixons had

a slaughter-house and the Indians used t o come the re and beg

for scraps of meat.

One day as M r , Bishop l a y dozing under a t r e e , tor. ^-ixon

called "Lay s t i l l , Mr. Bishop, lay s t i l l . The re ' s a b i g bob-

cat at your head! Lay s t i l l and I ' l l ge t him." Mr,. Bishop
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lay s t i l l and Hixon *aot and k i l l e d the big ca t t h a t was

crouching jus t over h i s heed. Bishop stuffed, t he head and

kept i t .

Mr. Bishop was a N a t u r a l i s t , and an a u t h o r i t y on the

birds of Oklahoma. H« wae the f i r s t person to d i soov t r

the hermit thrush in t h i s par t of t he country, a l so t he

Nuthalls Poor Will-something l i k a the Whip-poor-will but

much ra re r . He sent the r e s u l t s of h i s f indings on these

rare birds to the Univers i ty a t Norman. A l l kinds of b i r d s

would come a t h i s c e i l and he considered b i r d s r e a l f r iends*

A neighbor woman once grew alarmed when she taw Mr.

Bishop»spuggy standing in the road in front of her house for

a long time one spring day* and asked her husband to go down

to the road and see i f Mr. Bishop had become s i c k . When

questioned Mi*. Bishop said t h a t he had j u s t been looking for

a certain robin t h a t l ived in those t r e e s each summer adding,

*It i s time for him t o b©' back. I am a f ra id t h a t something .

has happened to him on the way". The neighbor man remembered

that he had seen a robin in h i s back yard t h a t morning and Mr.

Bishop said "Oh, t h a t ' s a l l r i g h t t hen . He ' s back and 1*11
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bo setting him the next time I pass*1.

Another day Mr. Bishop was s i t t i n g under a t r e e and he

felt something pul l ing h i s h a i r . A m a l l bird was pu l l ing

some of Mr. Bishop's h a i r out through a ho l t in h i s old cap,

and Mr. Bishop sat s t i l l u n t i l the bi rd had ca r r i ed off a

lot of ha i r s t o l i ne d t s n e s t - He s*ent specimens of the

gravel tha t was p l e n t i f u l in h i s neighborhood to Norman and

r i f i t was su i t ab le for gravel ing roads . I t i s now being

used for that purpose.

¥ears ago Mr. Bishop was interested in stopping the

erosion .of the soi l . . He had seen so nuch washed away land in

Maryland that he wanted' to prevent such waste here. He kept

a l l gullies and washes f i l led from the firei^on his own. farm>

f . t ,

and advised neighbors1 on the sub jec t .

Mr. Bishop was considered eccen t r i c because he was dif-

ferent from most of h i s .ne ighbors . He was r a t h e r c a r e l e s s

about his d ress , due to the fact t ha t unt/Il he was almost

grown he was attended by h i s own body servant ; never got in to

the habit of dress ing himself c a r e fu l l y . >

.bout 1898 Mr. Bishop was hired to go to Hawaii and

survey for a r a i l road . He l e f t h i s son Vann a t the farm. Vann '

1 1
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wanted tome of his s i s t e r s to come out and stay, with him, so

Miriam and Pauline came out to Oklahoma. It was a long t r i p

for the two young ladies from Maryland and they were home-

sick at f i r s t , but soon got acquainted with many nice people

whom they met at church. Bishop Brooke (named Francis Kay

Brooke after a relative,Francie Scott Key, author of the Star

Spangled Banner) was the f i r s t Bishop of Oklahoma and his

headquarters were at Gufchria. Bishop Brooke was a native of

Maryland, too,and his family and the Bishop family became

close friends.

The company that Mr. Bishop was working for in Hawaii

ran short of funds and were unable to pay his salary regular-

ly, so times were hard for the three young Easterners. They

were determined that they would not go in debt, for anything,

so went without many things.

Bishop Brooke had a l i t t l e Indian pony named Spider that

had been a gift from some of his Indian converts. He' kept

it on pasture at the Bishop»s farm and gave Pauline and

Miriam Bishop permission to ride it* Pauline used to ride

Spider to neighboring farms to help.the women with t h e i r

sewing in order to make a l i t t l e money to buy necessary

• V/ , • >
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things. Mr. Bishop was unablirto c o l l e c t h i s sa l a ry so he

returned from Hawaii in 1901. The g i r l s a lso peddled produce

in the o i ty . Then Bishop Brooke helped Pauline get a pos i t ion

as Primary teacher in the c i t y schools . She had had spec ia l

kindergarten t r a i n i n g in New York Ci ty ; and so she received a

bet ter-salary than t eachers usual ly s t a r t ed a t . She taught

for twenty*-two years and only missed one day because of i l l n e s s .

Miriam got a. J o b in an o f f i c e , and the . family moved in to

town, but the fa ther continued as long as he was able t o spend

a l l his working hours on the -homestead. He died in 1928 and

the. log cabin home, burned some time a f t e r t h a t , des t roying h i s
had - ; , •**

books that he /pr ized very much.

Two rai l road 's , t h e Bock Is land and the For t s m i t h , b u i l t

through the Bishop's farm and the sale of these r ight-of-ways

helped the family through some lean yea r s . La te r , about twenty

acres were sold to be a pa r t of the "land where the Santa Fe

reservoir was and which i s now ca l l ed the Country Club Lake.

Miriam went back east and married and Paul ine ca r r i ed F . S.

Williams, an a b s t r a c t e r , in 1887.

Mr. Bishop, who was not old enough to serve in the War,

heard UncoOn^ Cettysbur address from jus t under the

w
\ • *
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Presidents feet. He had crawled unfttr the platform houra

before, and lay just under the place where Lincoln stood,

hearing his speech plainly through the wide cracks in the

platform.


