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"I em past seveity-thres years old and have ex-
perienced many hardships in the earfly days of Okla-
home, ) >

L)

I came to- tﬁia country vith my ramily, consisting of
ny wife and six children on October 15, 1898, and bought
land from & men who had settled on a hundred end sixty
acres on Stesl Dust Creek. We made oup ﬁle'claims at
once and "proved up® on it in Theodors Roosevelt's
aduinistration.

I gave ninety dollars in cash'a;nd 8 teem of s
emall males for the place; the mules were vélu’eé—at
fifty dollers each.

That left me w:ltheone te;m of mles end about
sixty dollars v;hich waé spent foi'_ ﬂoui;luéb;éhmn,

\- and barbed wire to fence the fam. Thess supplies
’uere brought from El Reno. . ) *
There was a large dugout on the farm Qn& five
acres of the land was modded down to kaffir corn.
In the spring of '69, eighty acres of land
w?s sodded down to feed, cotton and corn, the corn
mn\xing forty dbushels to- the acre. - .

\\ One day during the winter of '89, I was to g

136
)

e



~ ’ - 137
WILLIAMS, A+ Of INTERVIEW, - 8%ee
%o Cloud Chief, twanty-five ziles away, to pey my taxes,
A friend had promised to come by in hig wagon but was °
delayed, I atarted on thinking the friend would catt_:h
me, . Homér, we missed each other on the road and so
I"mde‘ the trip 3:n one day by walking end running.
My firast cotton was glnned_;é) r.Rong. Later, when
" the Rock Island Railroad came through Washita end
" Kiowa co-untie‘e a gin was erected at Mountain-View end
for two yeers 1 éinned ell my.cotton theres We waald
pick cotton until we gof a biﬂe‘ and then go to the
gin at night.
‘ During the two years I had twenty bates of cotfcm
gix;ned at Mountein View,

" The second year we we?e hére, I hed tk= messles

end ceme snea'r losing my sight. I epent many-hours '
| worrying ebout what would heppen to my femily if I

should lose my sights | |

" My children attended school over on Flk Oreek
‘unti) the population justified the orgenization of
District No, 70 which I helped to orgamize, I served
8s & member 4or the school board the ;%mt year after

the school district wes orgenized.
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I lived on this place thirteen years and slthough

N I bought a place oloser to Sentinel and later. a home

fin towmn, I still own the first home that I filed on.
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