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A '
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Post Office Address a » t i n « l r Oklahooit
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BiTE OF FIBTH: Mon,thMaroh Day S Year 1804

Place of bir th BentoOTllle, Arktngeeln Benton County

Namexof Father s« N» l i l l i B M pikce of birth .fen»a«e*

Other information about fa therBo» MTch 18» X8S9,

"SCI

Name of Mother An4nd» IXickworth pinco of birthBedchem County, Qtggla

r Other information about motherHousektepWf'

~

3s or complete narrative by the "field worker dealing with the l i f e and story
the person interviewed. Refer to Manual for suggested subjects and questions^
iimie on blank sheets i f necessary and attach firmly to t h i s form* Number of
3ts attached .
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' I am past seventy* three years old and have ex-

perlenoed many hardships in the earl y days of Okla-

homa.
* \

I osme to this country witfc my family, consisting of

ny wife and s ix children^on October 15, 1898, and bought

land from a nan who had settled on a hundred and sixty

acres on steel Duat Creek* We made our f i l e oleims at

once and "proved up" on i t in Theodore Roosevelt's

a toini strati on*

• I gave ninety dollars in cash and a team of r

email mules for the place; the miles were valued-at

fifty dollars each*

That l e f t me with one team of mules and about

sixty dollars which was spent for. flow;, sorghum,

and barbed wire to fence the farm* These supplies

brought from El Reno.. ' • . -.

There was a large dugout on the farm and five

acres of the land was sodded down to kef f i r com*
i *

In the spring of f89, eighty acres of land,

sodded down to feed,cotton and com, the com

ing forty bushel* to the acre*

\ One day during the winter of *89, I was to go
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to Cloud Chief i tw»nty»five miles away, to pay my taxes.

A friend had promised to dome by in hi* wagon but waa '

delayed* I started on thinking the friend would catch

me.. However, we misaed each other on the road and BO

I Bade the trip in one day by ̂ walking and running*
"'at

My f i rs t cotton was glnned/jn Heno* Later,
the Rook Island Railroad came through Waehita snd

Kiowa Counties a gin was erected at Mountain View and

for two years I ginned al l my cotton there* We would

pick cotton until we got a bale and then go to the

gin at night*

During the two years I had twenty ba^es of ootton

ginned at Mountain View*

~ The second year we were here, I had the measles

and came near losing ray sight* I spent many-hours

worrying about what would happen to my family i f I

should lose my sight*

My children attended school over on Elk Creek

until the population justified the organization of

District No* 70 which X helped to organize* I served

as a member of the school board the f i r s t year after

the school district was organized*
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X l i v e d on this , $>laee th ir teen year* and although

I bought a plaoe c l o s e r t o Sent ine l and l a t e r . * home

in torn, I s t i l l own the first home that I filed on*


