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WILLIAM, MINNIE INTERVIEW, 774%

" Johnson H. Hampton,
‘Interviewer. |
October 4, 1937.

‘Interview with Mra. Minrie William,
: Antlers, Oklahoma.
Father-Joshua MeCurtain

I was born near what is now Red Oak, and when I
was five years old my mother died and my father did
not keep any rocord of my ege nor the date of my birth,
so I do not know in what year nor what month'I was born
but I have been told that 1 am about sixiy years old.

My father's name was Joshua McCurtain, and he was a
relative of the late Governor Green McCurtain. My father
was not in tha'Civil Wwar.I think he was not from Missis~
sippi. He was practically a young men when I was born.

. I never did know what my mo@her'g name was; when I ‘was a

" swall girl,‘children did:not call their motﬂera by n?mo;
they did not know shat their mothers' nsmes were until
they got about érown, and somsone weuld have to tell them
about‘their mothers' names, their fath;;s would not tell
them the names of their mothers and that was the reason

thet I did not learn my mother's name. I do not know what my

)
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.-~ mother's name was.  When we lived near Red‘bak there

were no white pBOpl; therexbut a good maany full blood
Indiaﬁg lived in that community. .

That country is in a valley between two mountéin
ranges running east. The land was not much accpunt but
it was home to us dhoctawe and’' in lafer years the white
pedple came in there and locaied coal under the ground
where we had lived and all round there and_ghen pre@ﬁy
soon, the Rock Isiand Railroad came through and Openeé
the coal fiéld; then several 1ft€?§ coal towns began to

¥

be astablished and among them was Red Oak, which was Just

a small coal town and it finally came out that all that -

country was underlaig aith coal. We Choctaws knew there -
was some coasl there for we haé already some eroppings of
c¢oal, but we did not know that th; country was rull of
cosl st that tims. When the Indians selected their land

.we had to.move off of tpe land welall lived on, for the

Government reserved all the coal landeso we moved off

and left there and selacted our land elssewhere.

. [V O
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We had a emall farm of about ten acres and on this

farm we had cattle, hogs, and a few pokies, and mother . .

had sone ghickens,.turkeys and duck;; we raised aoée‘corn .

on this farm; we &id not raise much out enough for our ' ‘,

bread. We had to, beat thevéorn 1n-; mortar with a hsavy

pestle. 1t was hard work but that was about the only

means of getting meal to eat. Thig‘corn meal was not

like corn meal that is ground by & gristmill, and it is

better msal than ground meal but at that time there were

no gristmilles any wheré that we could get to, so we had \ o~

to/;eat our corn‘for meal, .

'ng trading point was at Fort Smiﬁh; my father would -

}oke up his oxen to the wagon, and go to Fort Smith for -
our groceries; it took him sever.l days tp make the trip,
but after the railrosd wemt through that-.x'mr;. of the

___cnﬁﬁxrx_h§¥§zgde§ at Foteau for some'&ears and then the
Rock Island built a railroad running'eas£ fromPHove and
then when Red Oak wa; establisheé as a stof; and post
Office he began trading there. ‘I‘do not remember what

P

year it was when the railroad went tﬁrough that country
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but I was living olose to Red Oak when that road went

i
-

“through.
“#hen I was a small girl the country was full.of wild

¢ [}

gaﬁe such as dedt,turkey,5énd thene were lots of fish in

. H ‘ ‘
. “the creeks, @nd men said.that there were 'some bears on

-
.the mountains; the men killed someof these bears they safd .
but I never saw one of these bears dead or alive. The
2
Choctaws used to go out and kill anything they wanted; -

-they did not go camping for they did not have to do that

__to get meat %o eat.

.

. /
* It seems that the Choctaws never had dances nor any-

thing else although I understand that the other Indians

+ ,out west of us stiil have those dances but the Choctaws do

' S .
not-have dances like that. They used to danca‘squage
,f,’ig . ! O
dances when I was a sirl but they even quit that and they
E R * -
do 7ot dance at'éll nor

¢

- %8 had no spinning wheels, nor looms, and I never
- ‘ . A ,‘ " -
saw anyone making baéketP in by growing up. I have seen
soze baskets that were made by Indian women but I never

saw & basket being made. We lived in a log house; in
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fact'all the Indiams who lived in our community at that

tfxe'lived in log houses.~ Some houses had flooring in’

®

them and some had dirt floors. There was a-church in

F3

‘ L * N, ~
our comuunity built out of logs and seats were mads ouft
of split logs. It was a Methodlst chursh but I do not

remember tha neme of the church. — of

.
I ngver saw an Indian ball game in =y life; I have

. -
heard of Indian ball games but I never went to them.

My ‘father was a ball play:r and when they had a bail
game somewhere fhey would come and-notify him to‘;ome
and assist in the game; he had two ball stdcks that he
used, and several days before the bsll game he would gef

out and practice playing; he would play all day long by

himgell getting ready for the game and when the day ar-

.rived for him to go we would cet him-up some lanch mostly

*

banaha)put it in & sack for him and he would go, and be

-

1

gona for two days before he would come back aﬁd tell us

®

about the game.

Then I left the place where I was raised I married a

white man and we moved to what ‘was called the Seven Devil

Mountains it was then in Cedar County but now it is in

-~ g

- f
~ 4
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Pushmatsha County end we lived there for ab.ut twenty=

five years until‘my husband died then I moved to iown; .
there used to be lots of wild game there, and lots of
wolves an§ they were big ones; they would carry off our
pigs and the wild cats would catch our little pirs.and
the fox caught our chickeng. Thers we lizgd there was

no'house for ahout five miles. A full-blood . Indian

lived in this house; he was our nearest neighbor,

Y
~

~ I went to school very little. I was raised to

%speak English; my 'father and Tother b.th taught ms to
speak English waen I ;as small but I don't know how
to read IZmglish but Very little, and cannot read nor

c. kY ’
wrive in Choctaw; in fact I can understand Chocgaw but
I éaﬁnot-speak_it very auch.
I never was around my owé people much after I =

married this white man. Mother aand father wer: not
full bloods, and I am not a full blood but I do nct

5Wmember what degree of.Choctaw blood I have. I could

find it out from the rolls if I hed time.
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I have lived among my own itribe ever since I was

born, and my father &nd mother died end are both il

“

buried near Red Oak where I was raiged. I am a .

¥

Choctew Indian but I do not know to what clan I belong.

»

%

ROTE-This interview is aritten by an Indian end
his interviews ere espressed exactliy as his talk, Ko
effory is mads Vo change his memuscripts to correct

" English. 'Ed,




