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Idabel, Oklahoma

" Father's
‘ /  Kother's nﬁme, hary Byrd.

g I'4
Ben C, Williams, born February 1, 1840.
Father was com;ng‘through this country from

Mississippi. They stopped at L a while,

- . . i
but Father did not like this county, y_so he went

on to Zast Saint Louis, Illinois. YHbiwas a mechanic
end didn't see much chance to ply his trade here in
this thinly gettled country. I do not know which

; " '-: . ~ N *~
"place I was born, in Lukfata-or East Saint Louis;

I don't know that I was ever told. I just know that

- five families of Cherokee Indians originally from:

Cherokee County and Barren County, Kentucky came out

-

here all together about 1839 or early in 1840, I am

4

the only one here now that I know of .

My father was Ben #illiams. He was one half

YCherokee Indian and my mother was white, Tﬁey went

!

~

from Kentucky into Mississippi.
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When the Civil War broke out I served nine years

-

in it and on the plains as a Texas Reanger. I was forc-

ed into the war.- I didn't want to go, I Qidn't‘want

to fight;. by the time I came out of it I had got bad

and wanted to fight, so I joined the Texas Rangers at

c-austin. To aid in the quelling of the Mexicans and

Coménches. They were msking much trouble for Texas

those deys. : | e ,f"i;i e
. ’ ' - - . f i{' e

In a battle about where Riverside Park is in- , +: ’

. o o
Dallas, Texas, the Rangers, liexicans and Indians . x

N \\ »

had a battle., They called that place then, Crocss

Timbers because it was where two preiries ceamen to-
there was

gether, and/just a little bit of timber. e lost

twenty-seven Rangers;’éng‘when the battle was over\

ore hundred and forty ilexicans and Indians lay dead

-
. ¥ _ o7

end -dying. . , -
-1 was captured by the Comanche Indians vhere L. e

Turkey Creek runs into the Colorado river. Once

when we had a battle there,” they carried me thirty .

" mlles across the  plains to 'their wighams. I watched

their ponies as.we traveled and decided which one I

would tiy to &seal if I hed & chance. They kept me

’ o7 . e 4,"..’ if»c'
oA ' SO

Y, , 0 *
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two aays end nights; sach night the& would stgpk

their guns around me and hold & wear dance. I was
, y .

© sure afraid, I didn't know what theymeant %o do

A -
ey awake and

<

‘e8Gaped from the guards wheén they wgnf to sleep,
gtole one of their ponigs and esc%g?d pare back and:
with only a rawhide helter. I réd; seventy miles
tB where the Rangers were camped in about twenty:
hours, I was about twentybseveg years old then,

I ieft’thegservice a méral‘man{“l’decided I
wanted to get an educa{ion, so I went to Georgia.

*

Thought I'd go to school, but there I met and-

I4 . )
married my first wife, a vhite women.. Tgen I ————

came back to the'Inq;an Terfitofy sixty-five

years ago. I have gathered £ifty<nine cfops in

leCurtein County and three in Chocta® County. I

lived with my first wife, Lula Haynes Williams

thirty-five years. ..e settled at Goodwater. Théra -

-
3

were four white femilies there within & redius of
seven or eight miles. They needed & school, .so I . )

4

Y
L
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| hauled ium‘ger from Iocicsburg, abkansas and built a
-school house for j;he eight,schol&rs', who wel'e near
enough to attend. .J immerson licKinney neamed :tr;:gj;

~

school hons‘e"h@artin @ox,"it was so ting. We got

an old teacher named Norﬁg,iroxg Locksburg to teach,
end the school greé fast. The building was filled
;o capacity in e few months and we had to build &
bigger one. i.y wife taught the second term. The

one she taught was for Choctaws and white éh;i'ldren '

t00. I had only one child of my own, but I ralsed

} 2
/Mﬁmd schooled them. ‘When irst-
settled at Goodwater, my nearest neighboi‘ was asven
miles away.'

-
iiy only child is'laxs. iMinnie Singleton, who

lives next door %o me.’ I opened the first maii‘
route from Goodwater fo Cerro Gordo, .a%kaqsaS'.
I took the cgqtralét to carry the mail., W. J.

. Whitemafr ﬁ;s ‘1‘:he postmaster and I b.elieve Pat Ray's
deddy .was postmaster at Cerro Gordo, but I'm né:‘o
.sure of ';:hat. “Pat Ray is our pre_s'ex.xt Court Clerk

A of KcCurtain County,

'/ ~

.
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By that time there had got to be & good many - ’ ~

white people in.this country. I lived forty’ye&rs
up in the.red land and'around Goodwater. I d&m now
married toﬂhmily Qobb, a full blood Choctew woman,
%e have been married twenty-eight years,

There were no churches for white people- here
for a long time, sd.we'organized & church in Redlend
Commmunity.forty or more years ago.

on ,
I came t0 this country/horseback looking it over.

It looked like a lot to builg from. No sdhdéls or

churclies for white people,.but the Choctaw Indians

had some ‘fine schools..—.l-.saw wonderful possibilities
I pmeveeesssre . :
in this virgin country, and I have not been disappointed.
When I was with the Rangers,Chisholm was our bossg
our captain's name I believe.was Tom; you could not tell
gbout nemes then. We called each othetr anything that
came into our minds. vhen Tom got killed they put me in

his place. The Chisholm trail was nemed for Tom's daddy. - ¥

~ .

I drove cattle with him,over~tﬁ§t~$rail from Texas %o Kansas

. City, Missouri. & brother of mine built the first brick

. + . ) .
’
X - ——————
L ’//_——\ .
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drug store building to be ‘erected in Greénville,
Texas. They tell me it still stands with the sign,

ny.I. Williems' Drug Store" still on it.

. Ivas in Fort North when 1t was just a town of

tents and they called'it_Rag Town.

P

As 1 told you before, my father was a half breed
Cherokee Indian, and spoke the Cherokee Indian Language

fluently; he learned it from his Cherokee folks.back

S .

in .lentucky. &y mother, Nary Byrd was & white woman.
AN

They left Kentucky and went to liississippi, and staye&\\

N
. . N
till the other children were nearly grown, or at least

a good size. I was the youngést, but have always thought
I w:s born in the Indian Territory in the ghoctaw Nation,
at 0ld Lukfata. I have some cousins-up there now named

4illiams.,

wy family gept hearing of this wonderful land of
oprortunity that the Indians weré éoming,fb. So five

femilies of Cherckees packed up &nd hit thé treile
* They seid it took a long time torcome out hers, but they ~

never told me very much abatf it only that there were

EaY
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few/bridgesvover the streams and if %hey were swolien
from rains they would just have to stop and wait until
the,gﬁreémg were fordable, unless there was & ferry |
there and they‘wére few and far between, a
. c : ~
e entered the Territory through Arkansas, and -
Janded at old Lukfata, Father Was & mechanic, but

there was nothing for him to work on out here,no shops

of any kind, and mother having been raised in Illinois

was eagér %0 go back thet way, so they pulled out and

went to Zast Séint Louis. She and father were both

buried there. !I wss a little fellow when"she @ied,

and she had bgen dead just three monfhslte tﬁe day, -
when one day'ﬁather and one of my older brother'§ were |
sitting by th% fire; Father.laid his hand upon my head

and said,'Bla?k head" I'm-going to leave you, I am going

to your mothepr," and turning to my brother said,?I_am

leaving tuis boy with you, end I want you to raise him

to be a good,fhristian,moral bo&." Then he slumped in

his chair and| was dead when we got him on the bed.

-
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' In the wildest times of my life I have always

157

.

' é;ﬁ%é%&fﬁ’?égzgagggfin @y pocket and read it every

chance I got. ‘I\ﬁever‘férgot the prayers aﬁd
admonitiqns of my mother and father; I.believe my
faith in God is what carried me through the Civil
aar, and all fhe balance of my life. Itve hed enough
buliets poured ap me to £ill a wash tub, but was only.
wounded once.” I believe that having lived & clean)\
moral, religious life is vhat Las made me 1ive so
long. I never drenk intox;cants, or coffee ,nevsr

-»

smoked tobacco, and just got ‘to chewing a little

~ lately on account of my teeth, whigh are bad and

someone told mé it was- good for them. Two years ago
I had started to town to have my teeth all taken out
when'a‘cgi knocked ms -down gnd broke me up pp&éically
/?and ﬁ'x{anc?;iany. It has cost all T had to just get -
; over thatfand to live. It is just lately that I could -
i

sit up all day, I've been on a diet and~agkjuét NOW

f
; .
H

A .

ww—
“ e —

geéting o' I can eat any thing I want., I started to

<

the court house this morning, a distance of about five

e

blocks, [but I gave out and had to lie down when I got home.

! .
i
{ ’
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T am tired of livi

in town, I want to get transferred to our ‘home jus

I think I have &f little fever.

over the line in Choctaw County. we have~a good
B §‘\'
: |

little house ou$ there north o gwink; in the woofls {

* -

and a fine éprigxg‘_of water, away from the heat onjd
Zuld g@tr well thers. : I

dust and ‘noise. I believe I ¢

»

Je zot along well when we lives t}géfb.@"ﬁull the -

13

Choctaws used to get along well. They, all had &

-

Al

Tew cows, and a string of ponigs, a few. chicken and

¢
w»

A J

|
!
raised a litt;}'e .corn for homifly and Fom Fuller. j

; . - .
We still have jour cow,and with no rént to pay,|no. ice

~

B e

towbuy,-ou::/ fine spring of watef,% ‘end our old age pension,

to go homel,

house, that ye sold $6 pay for medicine.

I wes fhreed into the s%rvice in the Cijvil War, when

\T - ' . ’ M . A 1
o . . [ = - \t

I lived in Hast Saint iouis 1 was_ \senf‘, toj(forrest Gi&liy, ‘
L ~ :

arkansas, 1 was captured by |Lée and Forregfer's men. |
. ! . . . ' - !

Ly ti:};reer‘ brpthers-and I were| carried- to
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.and kept prisoners in the bull pen there from
[ S ' N “

K -

. N - . .
Decembex tq\firch; when \they £inally made us take

the Oath of Allegiance to the Union, and we wers
N
‘discharged(from.Memphis.' The war was over then,

but I had served three years, at first one plece
\ -

1 ¢ . .
> and another.. " .

~ N

- . . dhen we were released we went to see another

brother at Greenville, Texas. Where he had a drug
: ' ° 2

business. The other boys went back home to Illinois,

but I went to sustin and joined the Texas Rangers.

Ay

4 great big fellow was there was soliciting recruits,

" and I wanted to join. "I was on the war path'then and

. . Y
wanted to fight and shoot. There were twenjy-six of

us in'that bunch end they cerried us to Fort Sill for
training.. I didn't need any traigiﬁg. ‘i was alyeady\'

trained, but those greeh horn boys needed it. why,
? 2,

L4

those savage Indians and hiexicans would kill those

éllows right away. They would not have survived

-four hours turped loose without training. \\\\

y say that hundi@ds of people liﬁq\now where
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" phore they btrdined the other boys. I guess tha
must be Lewton. . There ﬁere lots Qf blanket Indians
’ there, but lLots of them.had white man‘e Ways "both
in manner, living and dress. ’

The Government mail was brought from Jefferson,
Texas to Fort_Sill by bhack. The carrier was named / v
Coozier, and.he usually hed three guards to go along
with-him, and he Was osie of the first fellows %e had
to help &?en they sent ué Pack down in Téiés, as train-
ed Rangérs.\ This Government liail Carrier Coozier, had

53 -
fallen in with scme Kentucklans and Tennesseeans, and .
was travellng_alppg with the train of wagons‘when the
Comanches and hexicans attacked tﬁem._ Jhen we afrived
| %o help them, those old moss backs were putting up a
pretty stiff figﬁf. They had their wagons end his hack
Jiﬂ'a’éirclé,,and to tongue. . The bedding was piled in
the middle of the circle &nd the women and childr;h
viere under_that andﬁwhen the fight was over éhere were

two hexicans and four or Tive Comanches dead. ie had one

wvounded man and none dead., That was on the Brazos river
N .

n] e v vt v ¢
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not far }rom.where Dallas is now, only there was
no Dalles then. There wes qg;égris,'Texas,then _
eithbr; I've watched this éouﬁtf& érow and “progress,
sometimes from one side of the river and some times
from the other. I liked this side best. There were
* - |
S0 @an& opportunities for‘developmeﬁt and progredé.
S0 many natural resources.

dhen I was a Ranger, each one had his moun a;nd

a pack horse to carry his bedding and grub. Sometimes

we would be out for six and eight days at the time,

on auty. Then sometimes when we could not be

with pack horses,. we would establish a camp,
out from it. i#e were in such a camp Qheg the Momgnches
" captured Tes * I'had beén at Camp Travis, downfclose 50
San ﬁitonio ﬁhen*they sent us-.out, and t\ b g‘nch of

" Kentucklans and Tennesseeans and Coozior 'ap‘ened‘to
'be the first. ones we helped.

” I really liked the Indian Territory. was through

- A
here a couple or three times during the Bivil Wer, and

uy mind kept harking back %o it. I was in a battle at -

\
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Doaksvilley while in the Confederate Army, but
. Just stayed'loﬁg enough” t0 help bur; our dead in s
that old -Doaksville Cemetery, an%yhad to go on.
Tt was then and there that the Indians broke their -
agreement no@,tq~%ake sides in tﬁe Civil War. X
‘ fhé Government had a ferm at the old Fort Towson.
It-was'not an ola‘fdrt then, and a man by'the nams of
Davis was‘oyerseér, It was worked byﬁéggroes, to raise
food for the soldiers stationed thgréf%
I seriously thought of marrying en Indien girl
. ~ atDoaksville. She was a;finﬁ girl, but I backed out
because her daddy and brothers Wpré S0 mean, ’Always
drinking, cafouking end shooting somebody. They even

[
killed ‘sach othe\;. There was a large family of them.

The old man had épen married many $imes, and had common -

1aw wives 400, Tﬁey would shoot at a 'nigger' just to
asee him jump and run. OCnce I saw‘a bunch of negroes

out on the”p?airie horse hunting aﬁd these drunken
In&ians boys came along and went to shooting emong

them andﬂkilled one and crippled two others an'rode

off laughing snd thought it was funny. But they all

~

U s,
v .
L . :
s s ca + s e . mp e < = ... - i
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got killed to the last men of

] : ,““j *
no mors of_shooting & negro th

target .

-»

them. They thought

an of shooting at a-

The Folsams, Zveridges, Uekes, and Brit Willis

owaed lots of slaves.in this country, and they all

owned and operated big ferms.

-~

Judge Thomas Oakes at Oakes Ferry marrié@d my

Tirst wife and me. She was a widow Lula Hayﬁes.

1

Sae was Mighly educated and taught a school at

Goodwater in licCurtain County.. - It is McCurtain County

) ]

now, JShe taught in our "Martin Box" School. she is

-buried at Redland Cemetery,

4
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