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I was born in Arkansas)in 1878, vy motﬁ;r died
when I was quite young and I went to live with my ¢rand-
mather in Texas. Father héd come over into the Indian
Tefrffgry end merried a three-fourth blood Chootaw
Inﬁian WOmBN o

Sha died ;nd Dad ssut ror 9 $o oome and live with
him, He lived out esst of Soper on Bokehito Creek,
;;here he an§ his Indian wife had settled on a place.
(Father was born in Arkaneas in 1861, He now lives
at Antlers, Oklahoms, with uis prssent wife.)

I wgs gparly sixteen years'old when 1 csme to
Good?ené oﬁ‘the trein, and ot into Goodland after'
"night end had $o ride out to Dad's place in a wagon.

I was"absolutely scared to dgath. 1 didn't expect

anything else but to be scalped {f Dad got oat of my
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sight. Wwell, we got to his house at bed time, and his
two Indian children didn't look so wild, so I decided
then and there tﬁat maybe they were nothill bid. .

I stayed with Dad five years, then @ returned to
Texas éﬁd stayed a while. ' Then I came back here’and
got married., Dad rad a Egighbor. Nearly everybody
celled him "Uncle Dick® Crowder. His wife hed been
Fénnic Durant, @ Choctaw Indian. She wse t:ind and
old when she died,in 1900, They hgd onelson; Geoarge
Crowder, who is now dead. When I came back from Texas,
in 1901. I merried Mr., Crowder. We were merried on
December 24, 1901. ¥%e had five children, -Only tvo are
living, ¥. U. {Bill) Crowder, Tulsa, and MHrs iMattiie
Wood, Soper.

Mr. Crowder died July 19, 1921, He wes 86 years
~1d. )HQ was born in Misaissipp;,in lSSS)and nigrated
to the Indian Territory from the Choctaw Nation in
ississippl with the other choctaye when he was ten

years 0ld. He aseid they came by bost up the Arkansas
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iiver to the Cherokee Nation end right on down hera._
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. { dén't know how they came,

¥
¥+

Nne can get lots of historical 1nfofmntioﬁ’f§§;m
pnclq‘Goorgo Crowder or Wrs, Bill Crowder who .retgg
and 80 }eara old respectively and live on Crowdefi V‘
Prairie;south of Béswell about eight miléag Cfouder

- \ 4
family cemetery is tnere, too. Ve

The Crowders were once very well fixed snd we;;._;
prominent in effairs pertaining to the up;buiading . )
of the countr&, and ﬁﬁeir tribe. *hey wegelchbotév
Indians. Uncle Djek vas one-fourth Choctaw indian,
and though the flmily'cemate;y is &t Crowder Spfinga
or Crowder Frairie, he is buried st Honey Springs, south
of “oper’ g0 is his first wife, who wes Fannié?bufantf

vr, Crowder f<irst settled down near old Garvin, .

on Red river. He built a big house.on that place, but-

it wn4éﬁ old place vefors he got it. He said the fields

were old years before he went thers, but he didn't know

417
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‘Qh&aa old ylace it was. I don't know whether his place

'«5waa in Hed River County or Towsén county.

. hold goods up in wagouns,

vOnce down there he loat soma hogs and accused a

: noighbor Indian of having etolen the hogs. Lster)this
o Indian was found murdered . His. friends thought thet

Dick Crowder had murdered him snd made all kinds of

tbreats against him and one drunken Indien even ceme
to his bome to k1ll him, but he made the mistske of
whoobihgﬁﬁ@fore be got there and ur, Crowder hid behind

some bales of cotton., When the Indien rode up he shot®

" his arm in order to make,bim drop his gun. <The Indien

\whcelc& and rode sway guioker than he cdme,

e somw

Mr.‘prowder*.htd to get away from there themn, ®mo
he came uwp Red river on the Texes side and joined his

family on this side after thay hed brought all the house-

rd

'“‘xn\“gp ﬁ:d located the place he wanted prior to that

;oqvanoth§f~trip up here, when he realized that he had

to get out from down there, but he was sfraid to come

-
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aiong with his family. He got right out-and beat i ¥~
oier, to Texas and came up on that ai@o%rgﬁé%%;é afraid

" the Indlens would wayley him and kill him. After that
~he kept an'alérmoag-out fof them, ~But he. was Teally
for law and order

After Yr. Crowder mgted upihgfe he wes one of the

¥
r{y

leadérs of the Anvi-Horse THYQFLAasooiat;on. There
were no;; horap thieves living where the .Barnbill fanch
18 now, gnd th;y'ﬁold him all kinds.of teles to try
to soare’;;m out of this country, snd even threatened
him., He continiied to caréy his gun énd watoh his cor-
nera,‘and went on raids with the other muembers of the
essocietion, hunting the thieves, but they ususlly
"got awsy" . M; oginion is thet they were killed end
thrown in rivers. Occaaionally‘ they caught one\anq
sent him to the yenitentiary. Some Léeaiwho iived
here were sent to the pen. The older ones wers, end
one of the younger ones was sent to the reformstory.

He came back a good boy and made a respectable oitigen.
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Jﬁot the sorapings of creation from Arkanses and
Texas came in here to steal and run out stock, any way
to make 8 living without work{né for i%. Being on the
'bgrder, the citizens here had to organize the a;aooia~
tion in gelf defense.

After I came here, my fatﬁer farmed for a while,
then after i sarried he moved to Antlers and ran the
Cottage Hotel, but he is retired now, dr. Crowder's
place was on Crowder creek. Ve were protty well fixed,
though not as well off as people usually thought. But
I know once we hed saved up a thousand Collars in gold
and we got"atraid of being robbed, = we put it 1; 8
little satohel and got on the train gnd took it to a
bank in Paris, Texes, and deposited it.

.There wore no schoola for white children eround
in this county when I first csme here. Xhere was e
school for GChoctews over at an;y Springs. Yhen there
were academies dotted around over th;.c§untry, Armstrong

Spencer, Tuskehoma, wheelock an@ Goodland,
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Thia whole prairie, where Soper is now, was bére
tn Stggptubbo hill where thero was an' Indian oedbin -
on top. The aago grasa wes waist high and-full ot
prairie chickens end queil; and covered with cattle,
deer and turkeys. 90per was built in 1901,

After Mr. Crowder died, in 1921, I merried E‘ A.

Engie. %e moved to Cloudy and opereted a store until

e

he died. He went to Antlers on some business shd was

e® °

going to get a shave beforeé he atteuded to the buginess.

le was also going to have & tooth putled, and knew he
could not get a shav~ after paving it pulled; so a§~‘

he weited for the barber to get ready for him, he dr6p~’
ped his hat) he reached for it, bui fell witﬁ a stroig '
of paralysis. He died the next morning and we b&rled’.'i

him in the Soper cemetery. That was in 1928,

3

I am now married tc ¥, G, willienms, ? white man. i,'

I am all white, but an intermarried ciﬁiéén. I drew

an allotment and payments just like any Indien.,
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