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^ v: interyi.eVwith. i.,r. John, yi lke
•• xurceir, vklcJioma^

< I was barn in the otate gf• .-.issouri, iebruary 17, 1845, .

• a.A as "a bo-y I </.rew u- or. s faitriyasj-^yi'ataer'vvss a. i^rriiet. '

'- l(a--di/ f t f-rr.1 on u bi'g scale li/.e thoy do-fcod&/» -roil

twenty to th i r ty acres v^s a pret ty good sized crop for a

fa.aly iu those days. . - •

i. • ^e-wo-ild -rai-se. s^:.e -cotton rroi;u-uMdi_,-:e iaa.de^our c lo ths

by hand', scna-cprri and- ^inerell-;, a 'snail_»ratch of*su*:ar.'

' cane %c mke a barrel" wf s^r^-ham molasses. .<e always had

plenty -•- neat-"ai:d lord, &s every tody. • d plenty plVaogs, .

a.,c ciid -.-Lue.v ; isr . t i i"ul. /•hers; ..o-S d^er ^ turkeys , o--ars,- ,

• — D vcl x £*. «c

ar£ product's \texo -cheat.' ai/d^tiieru were not ;;.any marlcefs^x ;

for those people 'tuen. .iere. not tvji:^ to-cake Taoney. i^rery-

er.e vâ s haji-y and' ctotented and -.a toen** "ord .ras. his banui- ., "* •

'.Such thi:.es aB mort^/'ges .:sre. hof..;no\m". ' If |B >ai> needed' t o ' . ^ \

borrow sc...e j.o^ey^lio just *vei.it over to -4s neighbors /nd

rot 'it aiid when the borrower ;ot his ..-.oaey, he' crou^ht i t ' .
< . ' ' ' •

back U his nit.uibor. 3o was l i f e on the i'aria in those aays.
• - i , ,
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.At the age of sixteen.', I enlistee,-vath the . I l l ino i s .̂

Cavalry of the-Korthern "̂ isoy au • a'dl'ui.^er boy. i'haf- '_\

T,&B 'in 186-1, "iu the tegicni;;g of &.e Y/ST between the. •

\ o r t h and the douth. ..s t i i o ' i i r s t enco .ntsrs :egan i t _

• would, rr-alce •& fellow .:ish he hud otayad at ho:.;e a.-.d f.iud -

ed ids o?;:., business." -o • • ^ • '

' ,"e feu -ht several \iard "battles a i l along rroia rex^s

to -arlransas, I »as seriously -wounded tit i ine "Bluff,

nsas^ahd v;as c:ii-buf^ t^C t-.:<en prisoner-^i" war.

i^. as zt±en t"C d'exss aud" / ace-" in a-stockade »ith scr.e

; all-we could do v/as to tolre i t .

•, a lorrg tir-e, 's-La 'i.% - s boys' brfbed d\ . . ' e :

^ ^

a.;d tao of'usV/ho .got £.--a;. ''and- -,.3 than sj-lit ufi;'intc small ,; , •.

bundle? of four;^fiWfeLd"six jbo .the bu^cii. ^ s r e . ..*ere f ive ,

in Kiybuncn;" .niy ^i:e .aa.-i, "the^ res t --er3 -boys sixteen to

• .,e"startsd ou* to yur coi^>any,."f;ot loa t , had no tiling to

eat and i.'e l i v s i three days on . i id oniuas', .iien .-••-> -then



carue ui, on .a bunch' of tane gaese. 3o we k i l l e d t;Oi..e of the
-•' V ' • • ' • •• ;-

geese and went 'to a cr -efc and -Lare v̂e- s t o r e d and began:

roasting feese _/es~, V i i l e ^ y -..-ere roast in- in t e

ashes v/o h-.aird- tn3 hounds c.u.l:u- 'a .d we' 'ran cfj? -at i . che

brush aiid here they c-..e t-nd with them . sre '"Caree I'.en. ^o

^8 ti.ey roJe .:j .the .-it ;i« . us al.:ed «-t ano Le.;f*n.

~ '-ever "li-*'ird tnyone t r i e sacii a curs ing i n my l i f e :.s

he -aV3 vh^i:. cut . ; ••;; •. tr.out r..^ si.fi •- -..ei-c^lir.ed-u;

e.; -JlTclf-co rh: s ' f a . a o -A' uur .-cr... ̂ r s kept u f j ^

• Ice, t cr^i". -i:r cu.tr.r.;.
* " • i

A

I s

^u '-:.-,;•. tl^.-^^^ft i.f u::d - U-.it ^ ^ s v '

u: tc u ..L~b a:-.d,;:antpa iiim and tlien S recicr. they tliO,?:^t

Ui._ d£i.j sc they lot hi;., u «-n -.;.d i.lter he *,w-v$. a few :&sps. _ ' .

for *,rettli lie to -an cursi. • t:.Gi::.;--;ain but--.:ouldnft t e l l .
- - / * • « •

* ' • • ' • • , - . . - • • , • . ,

th<3u any;ai:.r.' oo they stretched* hi:. ...-. a ;ait. to -ti-xe.ssr.ie
' . " . . " . • . ' . " • • > • x -

JLL-b, . u n t i l . t h e y . f e l t SJ.:<$ t h ^ t he Tras dead £;-d xet hiia dewn "~~" •

a 6 and a f t e r ;about-ten to f i f t e e n - L-Xiutes, he ava .?. ro;.> • • . - . ^
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-L-"-'53 \ ;

- ' gasps , "got-up on his feet end;, b«g&i: c^s in< ' the ; u a

and then one- of tue.ir outfit stia, "Therers-,tife brtfest

aen of. a l l tne. ar-iy .end tit deserves to live."' . . ''*-••

we were nt.f.cned on and t-^t-in jlaced iri .piSQix. ^ -

together, lives' in . risom eleven',ionths ana tweit./ deys
* - r - ' ? «« - •

and-all tf.e. t i 'u. 1 t / ts tnere a l l in the .wrrld a hed to ,

, etfc, Wss o..s \\eit" .-iut ci' r t ecru ,:eal tnd one s l i c e of

bacon, ui>out two inches aq.ufare \-.\\z vie ha-: t h t t only once.

., a day. e hid th&t ever;/ ' - m i n e «.t nine o 'c loc< and

a l l $h®-3&lt xe h' C, r::--s charcoal turned from e-pine xnot.
H v/t'.s whi le 1 was i n > r i s o i t i e lt-.^t t i ' i e t h c t

"A

krvha n

we. e^C'ped -a-cin LVA wv ^ot -r-erxi ed &u.d ?-

oj.r coi.K'csny m .. i

• r

-.en-in t. stoc-raue sc <s &.,:. the to^other defeated t?ie
- • • • . - •

southern -ien, t^r.e-u '.va ^h-1 stoccade end Mr-ned i t . 1

never" c; :tu;-eo :,r 7/ounden i-jein. 1 was honorcbly
* ,

<Mscht iv?d c.;. ^ / r m ( f ie i 'Q , i 1 1 i no I £, -on .,u.;u-_t 5 1 , 1 3 6 5 .
• ~ - . ' • " • . ' - . . •

I ; fter the cl-.se r<V the ,ar, i.nd jje.'itr.
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ing. I li. vo I'LJ'.T.SCL i l l i-i l i i ' e and 1-a-ve b.Ou ?. successful

farcer and in 1SOC" I CTJL? i ' r o .v l i l i i . o i s to r.r.aian 'Terr i tory '

and 'oe.jtin fpr.;.iri-, tmd steci; i'-.io'lri, r r oi^ven JQ.XS. In

1912 I .;ov-'.\ tc .u . rcel l cr.-j v-.-' l iv^d •"•"ore" s ince , and

ojr.ect to l i -*s .3rA .•.or-t\-: ro v f̂ ,".v - l i f e . 1 -j.i za-ynk-

m l t.:at .1 ; .n . j • . :..D. ;.:.u.ai- : lo t>:. c- j- . ; ^ r ..y:.^Ii ovon

•it tae • - o oi' 9k,. • .


