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INTERVIEW WITH ALVA JESSIE WILLIAMS o r
El Reno, Oklahoma ) o e
., Amna R. Barry, Field Worker - '3 ’
. 1 was born in WuthoreordCountyjlemessea,Fuly 25, .
1889,end 'my early life "w'as spent on a farm, My réther was
& physician. We later moved to Neehville whers he establish-’ |
. ’ « o,y T
" ed hiiiself with & ammll hospital. R
N\ ) .
In my- youth, .and at the age of eighteen years I start-
ed out in life on my own eccount. In the Spring of 1881, 1 :

went to Springfield, Missouri, them came to EL Reno in .
Canadian ?ounty.. ‘

' ganadian County is located in the csnbral part of )
oklahoma, a&djoining Oklehoma County on the west, I'ts topos~
.rephy 15 bypioal of_ the prairie pleins country. The Genadian
Hiver traverses the sox_lthw&st,corner é’f. the county and forms

znbst of the southern boundary). the North Cenadian River

traversea the counfy 'troln‘tiis ndrthwépter;x Part through the e
osntral part to & point apc..mt midway on its eastern boundary.

N When I 1’1;281; land'ei in El Reno thers appeared one -

briok huuaing}tne Citizens National Bank. But there were

Oows and rows o-f wooden rrama&ehaeka, some Just hux;riedly

put up. A saloon &t every other door, but everything seem-

3
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ed to be on the boom; 80 I esteblished & grocery stors amd

- 4o & Y_
dry goods combined, and stayed'ﬂin this business until 19285, .

&

ny largea‘b,h sales being»to Ind jans when they rooeivc(i éhgir
money iasﬁes. In 1891, through their chiefs and ht;ad men,
the people of the Cheyenne and Ara;aho Indien tribes agreed (
to a.ccept individual allotments of land and ;Seﬁ;mi:a the sale;s

of the surplus lands of their reservations for opsning to

3

settlement under the homestead laws. Those people had ocam-

&

Sionelly hendled some paper money but they were more or Tese— .

suspicious as fo its value] consequently,’ there wers many of

. then who demanded that they should be paid in coifis
. . : ) $

_'ingly when the first instellment was %o be paid & few weeks

befors the reaafvat;an was téAbe‘op;;;aitq sattlers, & ship-
ment of £ifty thousand dodlars in silver was received. This
had been packed into a heévy pak chest, When it was received
' from the railway company, it was unloaded into one of the |
heaviest freight wagon;s in the army huarter-mas‘aex"s dopartmﬁnt
and a six mule team hauled it to the egency at Darlington. |
Six aoldio‘ra were cons‘tantly on guard over the chest and iis
oon‘eents’. Nhen the Indians oanie for their payments, they
wqre(jgdmitted_ ‘ét the front door of the commissary building,

* they then passeq back to the rear of the building where the
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chesy of silver, the guards, the paymaster and his clerks
wers aveiting them and as the head of each Indian family
oame up to the counter he handed over ths certified liz;t, — .

of the members of his family, brought in some kind of bag
a{ |

white people went to Darlington to sse those issues, while

or sack in which to carry away the bulky and heavy sum

moasy in silver Goin. At the time of those payments

others went for the purpose of getting hold of as much as
;oseibl_o of the large sums of money ;wh'ich %hé Ix;dians .
received. . o '

When the Indisns came to EL Reno they would sit
around on the board sidewalks, telk over what each one
wanted ‘to buy then count their money, stacking it in pil'ea
of five dollars each. When they came into the store to
purchase the things they wanted, they would just buy one
article at a tims, paying for eagh artiols as they bought
it. I sdld many blankets to the wﬁns usually from ten
to twenty-five dollars each; ,
El Renp, for a year or twoé-‘was th.j nearest railroad

point to the wast, Bsople would come for & hundred miles -

after ﬁmvieiona, fbming wagon trains hoaviiy laden with




Id

’ _ A 144
| WILLIAMB, ALVA JESSIE. INTERVIEW < 4945

Wy

* ‘ n 4
’ and y
auppliee/ wheois end hoofs left behind woll od trails
and ;'outes over which trevelad n,aai; and passenger stage .
coaches, Most of the hauling to the west of EL Reng iotg‘
lumber, neils, lime and brick was done by homesteaders who
'neoded the money to live onj work at .this period was scarc;
. and labor was ,very cheape )
Aftexr the run of 1869 up until 1895 there was &
feverish rush to coﬁstmot new homes around El Reno and the
" surrounding country, among the thousanda of folks who join-
ed in the great land rush and set atakee “in this new lsnd
of promise. Mapy built dugouts as temporary living qpartors.
Others managed to get ogs and sod houees were 8 very common
: sight in the oarly daya. By cutting strips of this sod
citizena built homes which were confortabls and lasting. .
Then saweﬁ lumber began to mako its sppearence, in some cases
it wag just cottozg wood. slabn. But nevertheleaa those slabs
mads a shelter. -
A -number or tamilies loss olut through'failure in
finding & loeation 'co ntake a C¢laim, while others lost to
- Sooners or clam-jumpersa/n:wnbers of thoase people puad their
belongings in wagons and headed 95fto Kanses, - Others were

‘ %
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| determined to ;ndpre the hardships, and a2 few of them todsy
own their claeims, which héve been turned into good far;;,
. with beautiful homes, The little homes they built were not
’ .a8 comfoftable as they‘had légt,in their home states. g
The businegs of the villaéq was fonfined to Choctaw
Avenue., Dr. Adems built the firs£ two story frame hgpee
on that avenue, end opened a drug sﬁSra in it. 1t was on
Choctaw Avenhe thet I first esteblished a grocery store, ' ‘
Frank Thomes esteblished & meat market, Whiteside opened a
saloon, Dave Shﬁrpe deslt 8 big monte geme, all on thasg
thoroughfars, andjaway north on the street & hurdy-gurdy
made night hideoug. In fact, all‘the luxuries of frontier
civilization could be obteined without leaving Choctew
Avenue, |
ﬂﬁt newcomers finally ?uilt,better houses on Bick-~
ford and Rock Island Avenues end the glory of Choctaw -
) Avenue departed, dbut today 0ld Choctew stands p;oud of
the rows of nice brick buildings, as the oldest business
. streét in El Reno, o ) , \\
| Today El Reno people teske great pride in the four A
grede and splendid high school buildings.. There are _\

~ two thousand students and nearly s hundred teachdrs. \

-
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4
founﬁ a group of ovemlled;\Qreroote boys and calicoed girls

at the combined highbohool ehd grade’ school which stood at the
old Irving sohool. This was El Reno's first brick school.

- Among the eambitioue students were Frank B“ oﬁ,; Ben Hegler,
Myron Humphrey, Bill Brown, Lloyd Kelly, a Gainer, Biancho

Fryberger, Ruth Warren end Mabsl Jensen. The hi@:lﬁchool ac-

o

cupied two rooms in the build ing-and the oulty consisted of

two mambers, but those two wére real men and the students were
'many of them boys past twenty-one years. The féculty ware \\
Superintendent S. N. Hopk‘ina and principal L. W. Cole. Grede \
school teachers included Alige Sitton, Maggie Barrett, Miss

Woods, Mary Lawson, Nellie Allen, Iona DsBeun, and Earnhni“e
Cooksey., , | S

= The 014 ‘faxm wagons of those days loasded with those

teachers and the young men and vmme; fron the vighth grede
end the highschool often brought delight end entertainment
to the meny litereries in the driving redius o Ei Reno,
when the nerry Ceroi ds come tmoping 1n1;o the country aohool&

houses,
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In the Iats "nitety’s""the chamingMiss Fryberger,
" daughter of E1 Reno's pramier merchant, traipsed to the

exsrcises in skirts which boasted enough yaprdegh W arssy

'che entire group of twonty-fiv? girls 4in the class of '26. -

Infﬁhoee days the aéory went ¥he rounds that when Miss

Blanche tfold ner father (who was preparing to sell out) thet

the girls of her olass were gdin‘g‘ to buy their dresses at

"Frybergers”, the father exultingiy excleined, “Now r/‘fl‘xohher,

we. shell have anew ;fxbma," and fsesh stoock upon our shelvestn .
Toddy, the dress and pcapldt'clothing are quite

ditferent rrom those in the oarly day when I first started

e e B

in business, In those days in the fall When the ohildren -

needed ‘shoes, the whole ramily would coms 0 tovm, usually
~in the fam wagon. People very seldom brought their chu,..~

time
-dren to town, usually the only/ was: when they nesded shoes.

I have soen children/:fgh: e::d ten years 0ld bhafore thsy wers.
allowed to coms to town, It was alwayg quite amusing to .
watoh those children, the girls with their long breided hair
‘and the boys in their knse 'length pante., When a family oam'o\
to tomn, they ususlly Wtshon for the whole tamily; )

sowetimes as many as ten ohildren. The parents in those
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dzys ;ns.vor asked @ ohild what kind of shoe he or she wanted; .
1f %he /:gggsheav'y and ’coarsa thut is What the father usually
dectded one o I .
| In l‘at& years we bought & nice little home in El Reno,

I have bsen in business of various kinds in El Reno since.i892.
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