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Interview with Jess K. Williems,
Rural Route, Leedey, Oklahoma.

o

Jess R. Williams was born February 3, 1886,kin~

*@obiqson ounty, Louisiana. Parents were ?mes

Y

T Williems and ularepde Wlllrams, both’ bor% in ,
i ’ -

Louisiana. ilother buried in Oklanona.

<

I came to the Indian Territory in 1895, R
settling eighteen miles norta of Ardmore. Wood-
foréd was the postoffice. e came from Pelo Pinto

Bounty, Texas, and' I was just nine years olji. My

-~

brother and I drove sixty-one‘head of catfle. 17y
narents were "ahead of us in & wegon. The way we

. trailed them wes by the horses' tracks. In those

deys everyone did that way. - )

»

—

The rezson we moved here was that there was

- ‘e

8 drouth hit Texss. UYe never cot eny rains there f?éb
. ' B

50 we had to leave.

*

Whe: we ssked to bo'directcd to certein

_plsces, woen-we Tirst camse, to .the Indian Terrltorv.

Litlaall — . .y mne ——

-

L]

we were directed thus; Take first right ﬁanﬁ road,
£0 't111 you pass a big tree, cross the cresk,
pass up fthe next right-hand road and then éo the

negt fork in the road, take the next right-brand road,
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Uhere wers & wumber of Indisna, in the frdiun
[ 4 . .
"Territﬂry wad we lived -ou &n ladian leases, Taey . ‘

- ' ¢ v

were pice peonls except. wzen tiey got drunk.

.

4 . .
T went to scrool & Quurter of '« mile moria

1

of Yoodfdrd or the esst side of liickory “reek., I

’
¢

walked two wné & «alf niles %o attend wad Hisre

wers omly twe bouses ir sight wywhere. ‘loe .

-

sernol iwouse was & 1o buildiugy wad for sestis

-
¢ .

w8 %) an old yousd board, with small posts neiled

oa it for leg-.. * = ascarcely xncv w.at desks were

for we naver aed suck thirgs. Tae professor would

sduetluss auve w drygoods box.for ads desk. Three
X .

montde vas 3 term of school and all”we had to

stid; vag & speller, srithmetic sid e resder.

Tiere was lotsof timber in teat ~ountry.

-

Cur houss was & two-room log builddms with 2 small

d81l divididy tke rooms. We also hed log cribs in

“xier to keep ‘our corh.  There wo.ld be u seed ,

on egcz.side of the erib whiza would be used Tor

protection for »ur stock. e cut 5ld Bollow
. ’ \ T ’
lags in twe for our feed troughs.

- LN

iie raisel lots of corm,;and we elways sasppe . -

.

cur corns The morning glory vines 'wer~ so taick o
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fhe& wuld get wound upon our wagon tongue and

stop the team, ¥ g .

L4

We had church in the school house except
. when we had an arbor meeting. We would build

this arbor out of brush; the meeting yould last

for weeks and weeks and people from a distance

vould bripg their bedding end stoves and “Just

.

sﬁay. Regardless of how the weeds grew at home

or how things went,peoplg stayed. -

Preachers jhose dafs never thought about
preaching less than two hours. k%here wouid be
as many as sixty ﬁeople shouting at one time.

We had puncheon boards to sit on at tﬁese meetings.

Meny a day, I voﬁid work hard, and then go
coon hunting at night. Sometimes we would be up
all night on a coon hunt. Our dogs wouf} go in
a hole of water after a coon; those coons would
drewn them if we didn't go to théﬁ. .

There were lots of wild turkey and deer in
the Territory th;n. I helped catch a fish out

of the Washita Riv-r in- the Indien: Territory that:

3 o 7
weighed sixty-five pounds. When we dressgd this

fieh ve found thet 1t had swalloved an eight-pound )
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We moved to this part of Okleh ma in 1899,
came in a covered wagon. ’My psrents filed on
land and we moved here in Deccmber. There was & .
well éighteen feet deep. éé hagpto tie. a rope to
a reil and let it down in the well to breek the
ice 11 order to get water. "e first dug a:square
hole in the ground four feet deep and not very
large end we stretched a tent ever this far the
top. Later we built a sod house end lived in i%

"
for sometime. Still later wegbuilt a house. We
had no barns,-nothing exceﬁt a barb wire fence to
protect our cattle, |

When we first came to this'country we had
to g0 to El Reno to buy our .groceries. We\had no
bridges and icarcély any roads, we)just followed
the ridge ro;d. We forded the rivers and large
creesks., ﬁ

I remember going to a dence one night to
Cemargo when the river was ;p. . Once my mles
went under the water end when tﬁey came.ﬁp they

were both on the same side of the tongue. Listen

we really had music at our dancesg; we had a fiddle

and a banjo.
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I happened to see a little of the trouble

between the herd law and free grass people. I saw

them shoot a horse down on which Frank Speer was

~

riding. The horse soon died.
There were a number of Indians in this part
Iof the country when we ceme here. We would trade
them watermelons for thelr beaded shoes, blankets
and things that they would meke. Once seven wegons
iﬂ%ﬁadéd”wi&h Ingiens started across the Cenadien
- River. Thé oldjbanadian wes up. and was still
coming up. . They éli‘got(across but one wagon,

»

this wagon contained a sqﬁaw and a.buck Indien,
J ’ C et
a young deer and a little yhitp dog. 1 wes
’ N -
watching them. A1l at once those two horses went.-

v

* out of sight. Just about the time they went down
\the 0old buck went .down and somehow‘he cut the |
i/ horses loose from the wagon. One of the horses
came up‘about ‘twenty feet from the wagon, When the
'other horse came up, the old butk was holding iﬁg
tailj’ Two Indiang who were on horses finally got

to the wagon and got the squew out, They were all

8aved, but the last time I saw the little dog he
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was @oing down- the river . The wagon and deer
were never seen aga;n.

A few milqé sou¥h of us was a family liviﬁg B
in a sod house. It rained a;d stayed demp for a -
long time. One day this sod house caved in end
killed the man and little child. The rest of the

family‘escaped.‘~fhat made us afraid of sod houses.
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