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INTERVIEW.

I
Ethel E. Palmer, Field Worker
lad ian-Pi onJertRyH i s t ory
June 3, 1937 n )

Interview with Jeas R\ \Hi-'.
Rural Route, Leedey, Oklahoma

Joss R. 7/illia.Tis was bqrn February 3, :

Robinson County, Louisiana. Parents were James

I!., Williams and Clarende* Williams, both'bori

liams,

886, in

i n

Louisiana. Mother buried in Oklahoma.

I came to. the Indian Terr i tory ' in 1895,

settling eighteen miles north of Ardmore. Wood-

ford was the poatoffice. .7e came from Palo Pinto

County, Texas, and' I was just nine years o]J9. My

brother and I d rov sixty-one head of., c a t t l e . 1'j

parents were ahead of us in & wagon. The waV we

trailed them wea by the horses' t racks. In those

dfcys-' everyone did that wayi *
•*•% .

Tne reason we moved lie re was that there was
«

a drouth h i t .Texas.. '*/e never £0t any ra ins there

so we had to l eave . ' -

«hec we asked to be 'd i r ec t ed to c e r t a i n
s t _to ^i

we were directed thus ; Take f i r s t r i g h t Hand road,

go ' t i l l you pass a big t r e e , cross the creek, '

pass up the next r ight-hand road and then to the

(Xt fork in the road, take the next r ight-hand road,
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'̂ ko're v/era a number of Indiana. £B tiae
i

^Territory aad we lived-ou an ladiaa l ea se . Tkey

T?ere *ice people except, was a tkay got drvak. • "

I 'veii'fe to sckool a quar te r of"«. mile «ortk

of 7/oodfdrd ô : tiie eas t sid'e of Hickory "r*ek. I

walked t.vo aad a ^alf n.:l«es .to a t tead aad' l ^ r e

Were oaiy two houses i r oi^bt tayvmere. 1'ue

school uous« was s lo : ; build i^- w-ad for tec i s

we £>.•! an old*rDUja board, with small posts n»ile;>

oa i t for leg-.. * •>"* scarcely knc'V w ,8^ de«ks ?/ere

for '« Tiaver jaei^sucia t k i a g s . Tae professor 7;ould

8^:etLats u^ve ^ drygoodi boX/for,,jfl'i's desk,

moct'as ras » terra of school £nd all' 'we had to

study v»s: a spe l l e r , arita>r«'tic siid a reader .

Tuere was lo tsof timber in -feat "ouatry,

Our house was a two-room log bui lc l i j^ with s «;r

'a&ll dividia^ tk? rooms. '.Ye a l so ktd log c r i b s in

:.\\ ic>. to keep 'oi-r cork. . Tiier* wovld be u sk^d

on «?c2^5ide of the Crib wkicii" would be \xaed for

protect ion for our stock. <"f« cu^ old sollow

in two for our' feed trough*.

'.Ve raised l o t s of cortt ,?aad we always sa&pped

our cora^i ^ke' morning glory viaea 'wer* so ta ick
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they mould get wound'upon our wagon tongue, and

stop the team. * '• -

We bad church in the school house except

• when we had an arbor meeting. We would build

this arbor out of brush; the meeting y.ould l a s t

for weeks and weeks and people from a distance

wDuld'briftg their bedding and stoves antitrust
V

0

stay. Regardless of how the weeds grew at home

or how things went; people stayed.

Preachers those days never thought about

preaching less than two hours, ^here would be

as many as sixty people shouting at one time.

We had puncheon boards to s i t on at these meetings.

Many a day, I vould work hard, and then go

coon "hunting at night. Sometimes we would be up

all night on a coon Jbiunt. Our dogs would go in

a hole of water after a coon; those coons Would

drawn them if .we didn*t go to them. » ,

There were lo t s of wild turkey and deer in

the Territory then. I helped catch a f ish out

of the flaahita Riv-r in- the Indian: Terri tory that •

weighed sixty-five pounds. When we dressed th i s

fiah we found that i t had swallowed an eight-pound
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We moved to this part of Ok 1 eh ana in 1899,
» « ,

came'in a covered wagon. ILj parents f i led on

land and we moved here .In December. There was a

well eighteen fe-et deep, ^e had to tie.*'a rope to

a ra i l and l e t i t down in the well to break the

ice in order to get water. l%'e f i r s t dug a square

hole in the ground four feet deep and not very

lafge and we stretched a tent o-ver th i s far the

top. Later we bu i l t a sod house and lived in i t

for sometime. S t i l l l a t e r we bu i l t a house. We

had no barns,-nothing except a berb wire fence to

protect our cat t le*

When we f i r s t came to th i s "country we had

to go to El Reno to buy our groceries. We had no
bridges and scarcely any roads, we just followed

* . ' •

the ridge road. We forded the r ivers and large

creeks.

I remember going to a dance one night to

Camargo when the river'was up. . Once my mules

went under the water and when they came up they

were both on the same side of the, tongue* Listen

we real ly had music at our dances;• we had. a fiddle

and a banjo.
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I happened to see a l i t t l e of the trouble

between the herd law and free grass people. I saw

them shoot a horse down on which Frank Speer was

riding. The horse* soon died.

There were a number of Indians in th is par t

of the country when we came here. We would trade

them watermelons for the i r beaded shoes, blankets

and things that they would make. Once seven wagons

}Hdaded with Indians s tar ted across the Canadian

River. The old Canadian was up. and was s t i l l

coming up. . They a l l got across but one wagon;

this ?/agon contained a squ^w and a buck Indian,
i , ' v

a young deer and a l i t t l e whitp dog. I was
t,

watching them. All at once those two horses went.-

. out of sight. Just about the time they went down
1 .

the old buck went down and somehow he cut the

horses loose from the wagon. One of the horses

came up about "twenty feet from the wagon. When the

other horse came up, the old buck was 'holding its

tail. Two Indians who were- on horses finally got

to the wagon and got the squaw out. They were all

saved, but the last iime I saw the little dog he
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was going down-the river . The wagon and deer

were never seen again.

A few miles south of us was a family living

in a sod house. It rained and stayed damp for a

long time. One day this sod house caved in and

killed the man and little child. The rest of the

family escaped. .That made us afraid of sod houses.


