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Linnaeus B. Ranck, Interviswer. ‘
September 2, 1937. . ] o
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interviow with John ¥. White .
Shattuck, Oklahoma \ ’
By 1903, the ocattle gﬁsinegs ceased to be the

-lesding industry inAthe western end of the Cherokee
:Strip for this region had been practically all pre-

.
empted by the "settlers". There remained only a feﬁ
smell ranches. No longer than a year leter the same g
condition obtained i 'No Men's Land or Beaver County.
The ﬁrocess of taking up B:aveg Courty public lands
differed slightly frgg$ﬁpe,h6;e§t;§d15g nf the extreme
" west end of tre Strip, The land of the Strip was not
.s0 geod &s thet of moch of seaver Jounty and consegquently

¢

while the”last“g}lthé 3trip wes Heiﬁz'homesteadpd many
homeseekers -were pishing ;n west into Beaver éounty
and preempting tﬁe rich, level black lends there in-
stead of the fough and sandy area of the Strip

So the cattle business on a big scale and in the
true western way coliapsed in Beaver County & short
time after it pessed into history in the west end of
the Cherokee Strip.

Their kingdom was wrested from them bty the hordes

of homeseekers and dmring the late summer of 1902,

’J
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from about July 20 to ceptember -20, the final real
roundup of this/once vast cattle domein occurred.

' This roun@up was no-small undertaking‘anq there-

fore ;equifed a éreat deal of int ligent planning

and careful thought to oeFry tng/projecf out. This

nq;péé’é lot of the north Texes Pan- i
g % [
nand 3 /;l/of Nq Men's Land and the western portion /

roundup wes t

, /
zd”%he Cﬁcrokegratfip. It covered an expanse of open //
e - e ‘

;,psaﬂfry about 100 milss north and gouth and about -

f ——

-

250 miles east and west. - S

Alohg a course seutheast thnough the

L3

Cresk hea@s,wel;/towa‘
Béaver,gﬁﬁﬁggitﬁ

The ,outfit for ths roundup was or hized and cmn—
posed-of/thlrty or more meu:

%% the Beginning of the round p the oﬁtfit started
up Woif Creek from this parf of t ; country. "Déck"

Fore, who owned & small ranch abput fifteen miles north-

west of Gege but who previously/had been quite a big

Miadad, (9%
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the outfit left theseﬂparfé. John W. White was selegted

-
for wagon boss-and cook. Others in the ouffit follow:

t

Tom Hudson, foreman on the Chain C. Ranéh, which

é£ that time smbraced most of whet is now Harper County;
Billy White, representing the C. w. Ranch of the Cimarron
River country "just south of bnsleuOOu, A“nsao, Mark Teryy, .
another Chain 3. Ranch puncher, Alex Ycung, representing
the beas’and Southwestern Cattle Raisers' associdtion;

Ed Coffee, from the Gerlach Ranch or 7H's. s outfit
belonged to the lat; John J. Gerlach of Woo;ward and

-

his brother, GCe

| - 5%
rge Gerlach. The TE‘B&H A had head-

quqrtefs neay what is now Gami 2o 1h hi’ébuthea§tern_;£;;//k/

: : /nrcsent County of Ellis. Whgfifs"A.ft 2 ! 7 :
T e o1 4 s

tbe old & B Ranch now«béI’hgs t 0klah0n. e P

S J v
!

/ /; .7
- gen Josh Lee. /e
/, / /
A Joung fellow. whom the cowpnnche J c§lleo "Clabber"
from the Fritzland Rench took part An this \roundup’ too,

|
es did John “ammerly tpaﬁfﬁhé Lgéihart Ranch onfﬁpayer\\\

i [ §
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st of old fort Supply. '"oeck" "ampbell reoresent-
Y =~

ade Ranch, located on Beaver Creek northeast

of Fort Sv)€p1& took his place emong those in this last

» roundup. "wedicine" Ben Steadman w:s there from the
L 4 ! “‘
\ .

i .
L E Ranch on Beaver Creek to the east end of BReaver
S \ . . .
County aren the outfit started from this section end rode

with them through it all. Last of those who touk part

’:was Tom Gefford, who came dfom the Eddleman Rarch on

Clear Creek, absut the southwqét corner of what is now

dgrper Couaty. The two Eddlemun brothers owned the
. “ )
: !
Ed%lem&ﬁ Ranch, 48 a mat;er/of fuct, thers wers three .

0 X ~ | - : T
Eddleman brothers, Ire, uud and Zlzie. ire end Bud

N .
ToR %pe ranch in this country end Tlzie run & lerge
\ ’l

rench \ir_x_il‘%:zé;

\ : '
The roundup outfit worked up Wolf Creek and its .

(4

tributeries well pest its headwaters =nd swung to the
north ¢n3\returned down RBeaver Creek. They proceeded
" west near *he west end of No\M&n's Lend. They worked

Beaver ergk and its tributaries, too, and followed

ﬁheiﬁggﬁéter%\course end woun#l up on Coffee Creek,

»
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northw;%f;of Fort Supply. Here the ouffit disbanded
and its ﬁembers went the{r severgl ways.

Quite\ & pow-wow wos held at th;Aend of %hi;
roundup. Mast, or et least many who toqk part, well
knew it was tgeir lest rqﬁndup. Some wio took part

v
vere men well up in years who h&ad spent their rife on

-

the plains and prairies of the Ngst punching cattic; N

Tais facinating life snd iddusthy had been wrested

from them by the "nesters" esnd "settlers". They gave

it d@p with misgiygngs and melsncholy reéréts.
"Dock"Fofe, who started as genersl boss of the

outfit, was a "Sq;aw man"; his wife being‘a'Cherokee.

About 1903, prebably at:the end of the roundup, Yock

)

‘Fore took his fémily and what cattie he had znd vi&i&fﬁé:hﬁ
1§to the Texes Panhaggle. Mrs. Fore rather dcead%éﬂth;
move, but Dock could noé give up rench life &nd the
cattle busigéss. ««e held fast in the Panhandle for
meny yvears but finally was forced out there andﬁwent._~_h*

on west into “‘ew wexico, determined to stay in the

saddle to the last.
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After he was out of the cattle business on Clear
Creek about lQQB,:Bud Eddleman went on‘west into New
uexico to continue there wherse ﬂomest%gders would
not drive gim out f&r ewhile. , Ire Eddleman located
at Wcodward aftér hie 1eft'the ranch- on Clear.Creek
“but long since went to California and entered the
Insurance .business. Ira Eddlemen wes a gentleméq of
the fifét Wa%er; éignified and intelligent. He was
an educated,ﬁén, too, héving been schooled and traineé
for a druggist. ge stood well with\%he cowmen and
was reépeeted and admired by t£; settlers. -
"Mgaiéine"'Steadman died several years ago in
Beaver County. His widow still lives in Béaveq
County. o 3 o X
Tbm.Hudson. of the Chain C. Rench, %ho too# part
in,this rounéup, replaced "Dock"Rore as boss or captain
.“vefore the rodndup ended since he knww the country oh

west hepter than Fore did.
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