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I am & noetive of the Ql'xu'okee Nation, having been
born there October 27, 1849,

My ;aarly life, in fact 8ll my life, wes without
the hardships of some, as my f;sthef was 8 good business
man end good prc;vider. I sttended school, that is o
primery school, newr home, but when dixteen years of
age, Iwaf.,tended school at the Moravian Misaion on
Little Spring Creek south o{f Tahleqush. I was one of
.the basrding students. At this same ’tims David S,
Williems of Tahlequah, son of Leondrd Bonaperte Williams,
wes also a stulent. It was here thet 1 mede the acquainte
ance of David. Our friendship gre;r into courtship and
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three years leter, or 1868, we were married. )

All the more prominent Oherokeos owned slaves, as ’ \\
aid my father. FHe necessarily had several farms, so
vhen I married father gave us a farm near Oaks ‘#here .
we lived for forty yeesrs, and Iixore I resred my‘ )
eleven ch{ldren.

~ This farm ued nprovexpen‘iir\s on it; a double log

house, 18 x 18 foot rooms with a J0-foot hell between
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the two rooms, mid-was two stories high. The cultfl
vated land was o1l r'eknr‘:ed, o all we had to do was

to go %o work, Of course, after I merried I had to
tal:e on the responsibilities of such a lif.e;. | Before

merriege I d1d not heve pgfgg_ _mch. vfork;“ nox daid I

have any reaponsibilitfea. Mine was a rather sheJ:pc;’i-ed |
life. ’ . ‘ ‘

We never attended any public dences, such as the ’
Stomp Danoe:; We had parties and donces in our n'eighbo;r-
Bood, but we had select crowis and  all attending
were sdmitted on tickets,” Plans wero mode a woek or
two before the tixf;e for the dance, and invitations
written and sent or given to,all who were ®xpboted
to attend. In this way the rough e,iement was berreé.
If, however, oﬁo aid chenece to get'{n, hci: wag PI‘OmPtI‘»Y
ﬁut out if he misbehaved. |

My husband's people came from Alabema in the |
18308, They migrated from that stete at the sugges-
tion of the go,v\ernment. My fether was what was termed -
en old settler, he came before the immigrants. My

husband's people were formers, so we farmed., We put

out an orchard and othemvisé farmad as other sotﬁ:lera.

/ |
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When I married I bed & cookstove snd othér coma -
_ veniences that were considered moder® then. Well
do I remember the firast cooksiove my mother 4hau.

P N

Father brought it home, or rather had it sent 'home(.\ )
My mother end othez'-s there did uot know how to ma-
‘ nipulete it, They-built & fu"e on top of it first,
then under it. It didn't work well either way, but
‘ f1lled the hcuse with amoke. Fathér,GOme home about
i thig time wuid. he p_ut’it up and built e fire in it,
8o mother enjoyed. the stove tﬁereafter.
e lived, my lﬁmbéﬁd‘, myself and chil ren, on
our farm for forty yearQ, or -until the .survey or
allotment wag made. th this time we all, mclud; RN =
ing the children, received our tzll;otments. ~S0ne-
times the ferms 'were 1mpr;>ved. ¥hen this was the
case the peé‘ple were allowed to live on the place
i.xntil the renjl;al paid forthe improvements,
My husband and I would go. to town or the store
twice eagh yle.alr, oﬁce’ is the spring snd once in 1';:he
falh tie would ‘buy a six months’ supply of such thinga

“Ns
, 88™Wwe noeded and could buy at the stores damestic, T

J

.ealico, ghoes, sugar, coffes, etc. ATter 8 whila

we had so meny children we couldn't take them ull '
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handily, so whon shoes were .wanted in the"fall, ve .
measured the feot of all the chil‘dron with gtrings
snd took these sirings vith us and got shoes iiqcord-
ing to tho length of the strings. |
The nrineipal of the school I attended, Moravien
Mission, was E. J, Mock, & preacher us well us a
teacher. - ' R ' \
His son, Ephraim, wos a dootor, haﬁng studied
mediocine. He was the only rea.{ doctor there at thet
time. laotey, he moved to Alabsmo 80 all we hod were
lndion herb doctors. Most peoplo aid thair own -
dootoring, using home rewedies, horbs, etc. "I_.‘h_ex

were successfu) in treating most comn.n &ilmeats.

Of our elaven children, nine are still living. :

- .
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" None died in infency, although I d1d not have the

attention of 2 doctor. ,

Befare end after ny marriage.we alwé_&a had

‘plenty o eat, My Tather elways KIIled FrOm WATEY T
to forty hoge;fsf;ill I do not ramex}xbef ever seeinsg

~him sell & piece of meat. He would give it to

neighbors or lend 1t to them in tha':‘sgng or surmer

&and when they killed in the fall x’ﬁhey would return the
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meat . "Love thy neighbor ue thyself" was & raality .
then, for &8 long us one family had snything to eet
it ves shared with the neighbors.
, I well remember nxy ;father getting wp before day .
e 70 to u turkey roost to kil turkeys, of which
there were meny. ri‘tex 8 fow veers, though, nurters
ceme in wegors from Arkansas und would kill turkeys
and preirie chickens b: the hundred to sell back in N
arkensas. This continued until the government stopped
- t.he‘ wactice. :
Dger were plentiful even after I msrried, I had
one tenant who. +lwoys brought re é hindquarter of
deer when he kilisd OnBe>~
- I knew 'pe_reox}elly many of the promineat people
of my time. My husband alﬂvmys tééf&h-ix{térest in &"5‘3\
politics, however, he never held or ren for t-l public
office. -
wne  S0hp-Boss was.chief of utha Ggex:ok'ees.at.vtha.»wquw; ._,ﬂ,n_.,;-,
beginning of the "Civil War end he nd others took ull
the funds of ‘the treasury and burjo; or hid them.

y‘l‘hese funds were never recovered, for all whu pare

ticipated in the hidihg of them died or were killsd “
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during the war. This money wsas éupposed to huve
been buried at or neer Park Hill.
Downing was chief at the flose of the War.

He wus the leader of~t$e Downiné Party, which web
opposed by the kational Party. | i

' after ﬁhe War we h=d un exciting election.
%ﬁey~e;eﬁted Joel ¥ayes. Dennis Bushyhead, who
wag than‘ehief,tréfuaed to vacate, so friends of
Mayes met him outside Tehlequah and escorted hiﬁ
into town. They had to bresk in the door of the
.E"ngétol dq;lding znd force chief Bushyhead po ' -

vacatao,
-3



