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BIQGRAEH! OF: Mr. Gloster w11¢ (Bbgro)
- S Pauls Vallsy, Oklehoma

BORN: , 1898 in Gerokee wan, Ohiokauaw -
, : Nation
) PARENTSt . Beorge wiley, Texas

Jeminn‘bllen; Indian Territory
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I was born at Cherckee Town, 1ndiin Terfitory, in the
chiokasaw Hapion. The £irst Sohool I went to was held in an
old church house near where I 1ived. I was six years o0ld.
A white man weamed Henry Russell was my teacher. My fathor
paid Mr., Russell one doller a month for my tuition. He only
taught three ﬁﬁnths. We used slates aﬁd sat on‘benohaa. ‘wd"
had no desks. Theree were about £ifty children who want to
thig school, The white ohildrgn, Indiens, and Negroes all
went to school together. After thet three months of school
was out I d4d not 80 0 “‘Bohool any more until 1901,
Ny t:ther, George Wiley, with Dixie Smith, Monroe Smith,
Zaoh Allep Steve Allen, {all Negroes) and Mrs. xlizabeth
Crawford, & white woman, donated enough money to build a.

negro Mission School. My tathei was one of the trustees and
Mrse Elizabeth Crawford uaa one, of the teachers, they had

the Mission Shheol built 4n 1900, It was located three miles
east of Wynnewaod, Oklahoma.

: The Mission was a two«story building, buxlt ot lumbar,
‘and there was & basement, The kitchen and dinins room was 1n
the basement and on the tirst rloor was the class room. ?ht
‘boysmslept thexawonroota.and.in.thnhmnnningg.ihgy would aurgz“v
thelr nsots ont in theyrard, . If 4% happened %o de mmg tm
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ﬁoum ha?o tob’bc ltnokod up d;n a dornexr of the rotm. We ua
}.m banehu uit on ‘and long tubles roi’ dosks, On gxq J
“Qond ﬂ.oor na whoro $he girll and the whité’ womsn tﬁaohtra |
aloph Thexre wers tour white women tuohers. A Nrs, !dnnio
Johnlon, was the head of the Schools There were about ﬁ‘o
lmn&xad negro children attending this school, Some of{‘tha
ohildren came from Axdmore and mome from Seminole. :7(“‘ ér

the ;:hildren who lived within six or eight miles of

would go home -in ’aho evenings.' 1 stayed and boarded thc ﬁ,rat

he school

ten months, arter that my rather got & horse for me to ride
baok and forth on, 80 that X oould live at home.

1 1 henrd ny father say that oaeh ohilad. paid five donars .
a month £or board and sshooling snd one dollar a month 4 the
ohudran wsnt home in the mnings and brought S$heir lunch
from homse The children haa to furnish their own clothing,

Nonday was waah«:day. “l‘ha boys would carry the water
:rom 8 big wall about & hundred yarxds aﬁa;v and the girls
would wash ths olothes down ih the basement, T;x:l;_ uission
was called, "Basath %&eéicm" and it was for neéxo childved
exclusively, It stood there until it was wrecked in a storm
in 1917. I attended the sohool until 1907, I was in the
£1£th grade and I had to quit and stay at home to help ny
fathex on the farm, F¥e raised lots of cotton and corns
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