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Q literary life, but he met with no encouragenent along;this line.

Having arrived at his new home in Indien Territory, he found a new
country with no schools, churches ur places of public méutings. L puradise
for tﬁe hunter and stockmen, he ﬁimself‘havfng:servedrmuch 4s & ccowboy,
enjoyed the wild free life, but his fastes und longings were for & more

. . " .
refined cultured life, where literatu-e might be cultiveted and k;ndred

ssociated with.

a

spirits

————

The settlement\bn Cow Creek (this country then being knowns us the
Cow creek country) had become sufficientl. large to desire schools and
churck fgcilities, und 8o during the swmer, 1887, o scﬁboi house was bu?lt,
since known as the Log school house.

T™e vert tuken by U. S. .ilkinson in building this ﬁouse is characteristie
of the w-n. Tne work of obtuining the muterisl (logs, bo:rds, etc.) being |
divided u; 1% Yell to his lot, together with h. E. iiay; %. L. Hunber and
Joe 3. wilhimson, 2is bro.her, now a luwyer st vuncan, Oklshomu. To secure
the boards witu which to cover the house. One morning they started with
taree wagons to the Cqmanghe Nat.on to the Beaver Cregk about twelve about
ttelve ;uiles west where there were sone ve;y fine bu’r oak timber suitable
to nele bdgrds. "I% Wu. unlewful at that tine to gé?%o\the Comenche Nution

Iro.i the Chickesaw t5 get tirber, but people frejusntly did so and «s. -

we ware securin tiis for a public school building our consciences Jdild not

suffer us we certuinly put it to bstter use than it woulld ever otherwise have

) . .
been. We were out two nights and three days but secu—ed enuvugh and to spare.

A8 we went ony Bontinues bkir. wilkinson, reluting the story, " over the green

rréiries sniffing the rure intoxicuting swuimer ozone, whuze denison: ut that
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me was the prairie dog,the coyote and other wild unimels, native to the
buntry, the long horned cow and occusional cowdy und bunter. We suw lurge

boves of wild turkeys. Thut night we determined upon u turkey hint, and leaving

. Hunter with the camc the three of us hunted for severdl hours under the

ent trezs in the dwrl bottor,, returnin- “- the camp about tén o'clock v. m.

ien ﬁe returned lr. Hunt.r sugested that we m.ve the wagons Qnd teams out

reach of o gre't tree against waich he had built & cump fire during. the

by, which hup.ened to ba dought& inside and which he suggegted i -ht fall

/

pfora morning. we &t once dia so wnd went to bed. .bout four ofclock

; the morning suadenly & crack! boom! boom! brom! We were stunding ur in

t'vwagons in an instont, our hair standing straighter up on our heads. The

ad trag sure enough was falling und soon lay in Xewful ruin just where we

nd our horses and wagons would huve beeg,had it not been for the wise

pbd timely sugzestion of w. L. Hunter and this story would aot be here.

; wes, as I think, the most exciting experience og iy 1ife. [/ awful as the

rack of doora to the darmed. |

"Hr. Funter has since died but for him we would a&ll have been

pft dead or wounded under thut geint bBurr oak upon thut futal night. Ve

raveled =1l night end without supser and arose early reaciing home ;bout

bn o'clock in the mornins hungry enough to do Justice to u« substantial

eekfast, .s I reﬁembcr this is the longest I have ever boen without eating.®
A dey wus set and the neighborhood gather d in to "raise" the old

use, must of the men assisting for one or two days. The work then nerrowed

wa to four or five men, wio continueu day ufter day for more than ‘e month

$il the house wus finished snd ready for.schoul. One of these men was
i ; v
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. 8. dilkinson, who althourh u single men worked day after iday auring t"v
ot swmier .onths pre..rin;; u hsuse in which to educute the children of
the others, while nen with lur, e fumilies oif children vreferred to loll

ound in the shude, hunt, fish, etc., thun render assistance --"Such 1is

ife." 1 \
~lle wa3 employed to teach the Jirst school in the house vhiech was

he first séhool taught in the country.‘ This school bsgan with bet&een

ifty and one Lundred chil ren of all wges from six to tuenty-five years,

t o7 whon never & school before or knew v at & book was for. I.

iontluued for seven .iunths end at the close left ever ryone with a sood sturt
;or a si.ple educ.tion. Juring this school it was nece. sary for hia to

jo armed to protect hinself against sone lawlgss characters.

- literury society was conducted &uping the winter and each Saturday
fight everybody gathered to hear dispussions ol soue subject by chanpions

ench side.

Hr. ilkinson tausht the £irét two terms of school in the old .

0 ul_ cincerned. ﬂhis was one of the mo.t useful and intzresting period;
‘ his life,

On July 30, 1641, his 28th birthday, kr. Jilkinson was murried
p the uhlckas w Nation to Jennie . Paschall, aged 19, éhey drove

U miles to the hone of the preacher, C. E. Prichard for the purpose.

(end)

0k

fog school Lods‘!‘(1687 anl 1488) both being ver; successful and satisfactory



