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(Interview given by ur., mcshard wnkoraon- Hulbort.
Oklahome o Angie Deboqﬁ-!‘ebruary 11,1937, Muskogee,0k142
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4 Mr. wnkerson is a fuT 1~blood Oharokee who ﬁved in

B

me canadian distriot of the ola Gharokee Nation. He -

ag born on the Re,d River, August ! 5, 1876. ' His father
9 . , .

arved in the Southern Amy, during the CI vil War but as

d when Mr. Wilkerson was six months old, he was
lble to glve no detélls of his mil%ary servics. . He
'ows however, that hls Mother was a remgee duriné the
r and was stili 1iving on the Red River at the time of
's birth. His parents had 1tved around Stilwell before
. war but he was able to giVe no detailif_:f their life
ere. After the close of the war, hia Mothe;v returned
the Cherokee country with ‘her three small children
established a horne at Porum, Just over the cherokae
_ne. Na'. Wilkerson s Tather was -a Baptist preacher.

ht he was not able to give sny details of his work,

Mr. WilRerson attended a Cherokee neighborhood

R~

ghool et iexanua, Dkle.homa. T}M%&s a-hewad — —

4
N\

g cabin with split log benches with no backs. The.

house vzhich was formel}y a mile south of Texenna - -
{s stnee been moved to town and 1s st111 standing there,
that time, M).'.’Wi lkerson was staying with a prominent
rokee, named Porum Davis, a member of the %mibéll senabe,

| also sarved the Chemkoes a8 a delegate to Washington.

. Davis aftorward moved up Yo Bruah »cuntain and

: edmmmm_ummm at




| WILKERSON, RICHARD. - INTERVITY.
| s

“

tered in 1877, He was 1n ‘about ‘the third grade when
| quit.' He beliéves now, that he entered the seminary

could have had these advantages 1atpr. Artpr that
| attended a neighborhood school at the Monroe School

je Indien Un;!versity only sbout three months and it 1is
tter of lasting regret to him tha% he™missed 1t*
! not continuing his education. Q

school but his Mother had alrea_dy taught him to reed

;1ish ‘and .gives the impression of being an educated

peopla and regre%a that 1t has been disoo/ntinued.
“he finds the young pesple are torgetting’their own
' guage. He stated however, 1n a er. to & quastion,

It a few even of the young people can atil read tho

’°h was published March 3,1906. .

equah, where he attendod sehool for three years. . He |
. young and that iﬁ‘ would have been more prof’itable 1

,. e abou’c five miles west of Keefeton. Here he attended
three years, then enrolled in the Indian University .
fow Baocone), whieh was 'hhan ‘at Tallequeh. He attended

.He ai’oko only the Cherokee langnage until ho started

write in that languags. Althoﬁéh he iq modest about

s educational attendance, he uses pultur'éd, even elegant:

i . . He stated that most of his education had/been 8- - |
” od by readdng, after he had left school. & mentioned.
‘ old Cherokee Advocate as a strong cultura;( ‘force among

rokes. He has the last issue of the c kes idvooato

f r. Wilkerson married annie Hendricks also a ru11~blood
| ‘ y wshools, The
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1ding.‘ab\ut tl‘qrae miloﬁ odat or Hulhe¥t on the Frisco,
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'_'n'oill standing. urs. wukeraon also gained most of

Rtorest.

«4, .

{ eduoat17n by reading, in which she still keeps up her

The old couple -spesk Cherokee exclusively in -
o home Lnd their youngest eon eould speak only the

‘"rolcoo la%xguago until he was six smara 0ld. He has now

gotten 7h¢ cherolmo ;Languaso however, much to his

-r\s

arb regret. Vhen Mr, Wilkorson was twenty foul z{aarbj .

he mlvad out” to t‘ne Cherokee Outlet and when thhs

f.. wes /sold he was o1 e of sexenty U?b.erokee oitizens who

[

- ¢ha 'e' eighty ﬁcre ' at $1.85 an acre, for each nember of

tmeir ts ,tljre . Each Cherokee who hed settled ' g
d made. a‘ti afa tial mpmovements. was allowed to

/ ™

s ra fly. The paymant was/deducted from the per sapita

‘ re, to Which eaols Gnerokea oitizen was’ entitlea in the
stribution of ‘bhe Outlet paymem;. Mr. Wllkersom' Yand

f sevgnmmsrsovtm?sst of Clavaland/; He soid it in® /

to Robert I] Owen at a substantia prol:it (m;ungly

AN ~. ‘

1 said--t;hab hs d1d not care to *‘ceep he 1and, boause-

‘ yTe vnere "'coo many: white ' people em (.")". Dénnis Bushy-

ad also took an allotment ik thzn re on. "’ / g

r
Mro W:.lk:eraon stated that mést o the dherokaos were

h favor of selling thie Outlet, fmat hey- bfaheved thirt

jo lmd was too rar away from home t be af profi’cuble

: 888381011' - RN ) - . " . . l oo \.:u
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wa of Bartlasvllle in the spring ot 1894\ and continued
s tilere alout forty years, twenty {#ve 0¥ whieh he

1o

,(,

.

hsr. Wilkerson began to operate a farm . near the preaent
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spent on the seme plece, He.was satisfied>with farm-
ing on & small sgale. Hagi"‘ fifteon or twenty acres 1;1
eultivetion wh;n he lived in the Cherokee 6utlet and
aixfy acres in his raém near Bartlesville. He raised
a fev liogs and cattle end 'qlvays produced enough feed
- for hin stock. ) |

With Tegard to the allotment.of the lend end the
abolition of the tridbal govemmant, Mr, wilkemon would
, havo preferred "that things remein juat the way they
were” -Ke boliovea thet*the full-blood Cherckees were
hgppier 1n tribai days ﬁhan a‘& the present uima. bee
cause they hoaitato to mix nthv white people and the
land 13 now checkerboarded )gdt.h whi te settlemefxts, Mosat
full-bloods were more prosperous under the tribal regire
~then they are at present, because’ a@ﬁmﬁ léve not been
‘ .aile 'b.o realize the benefit from their allotments., "The
‘best thing the Qovernment could have done, was never to_
nniove reatricﬁons rrom the mn-blooda" “Mr. Wilker-
RO himaolf, thought he was "prctty smart”, had his re-

AL - N

sirictidns rmted, sold the land, end spent the money.
But ‘he was able to sducete and provide for all of his
children, o



" Mr. Wilkerson hes one son who isg presi dent of
the Indién COunqil Fre at Chioagc_and éom around
lecturing on Indien .nte. Another =on is teachin‘g'
in the Government School at Ssnie Fe,

Qm'. Wﬁkerson hes never lived vutside the

Cherokee country and has been out of the state of
. Gklehoma only once, when he wont o Lewrence, Kan-
sas« He is, ho states, "as bad as the people iﬁ
Arkansas sbout staying in one place".
Mr. Wilkerson remembers thet his Hother pound= ~ L7
ed the meal for co;'n bread in a wooden mortéxj. The o
“morter wes made of & sewed 1engtﬁ ‘0? log, ebout t‘wo
end & half feet high and eighteen inches in ‘diamectggl (
" Inr the fop, s a holescl};séled out, aix or seven -
incheé deep , ix; whieh\ té' -plaée the corn., It waé o
ground with a pole, sbout six feet long, This method
was used partly.becauée'%ﬁ“e'“méél ‘had a betier taste -
and partly because 1t was so'i'ar"to—~cam com\to
mill, thet the supply eometimeé rn out.
Mr. Wilkerson hed taken no active part :m

Cherokee politics, had no vivid rememberances .of

o
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ramdly traditions. ragarﬂing the removal, the Civil .

rd

Har, oct., and he knew of no outlawry in the Cherow .

kee country. The sosiety which he'deacribed, was

uneventful hut sontented,



