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WATTMIRE, n.m.'_" : / DTERVIEN. \

James R. Carselowey. co L
Journalist . hd ' \ \\
Februaty 14, 1936 -

Intei'view with - : | \
Elfza Whitmire

{Ex-slave woman)

Estella, Oklahomas.

b §
_. Giving her experiencs on the Hemoval of the
Cherokees from Gsorgia and other exper!enes K
of Pre-¥ar Dey=z. : : ' /

My name is E;liza Wh;ﬁnire. I live on a fam neav Estella -
vhere I settled shortly after the C1vil War and where I ha
lived ever sinco; I was born in slavery in the state of Georgie,

my\ parents havs.ng beloaged to a Cherokee Indfan of the name of -

George Sanders ‘who ownwd & large plentaticn in the old Cherok
Natt,on, in Georgza. He‘ also owned & lsrga nunber of ala_vea lmt<
V“ ‘tooyoung to' remember how many he omned. e

-

\I do not know the omct date of w birth, although my mother
told ma I was adbout five years ald when Presidant Andrew Jackmn
order&\ General Scott to proceed to the Cherokee oountry in

,Goorsi with two thouaand troops and remove the Cherokees by

force to §ho Indfan Texritory. Thia bunch of Indians were called
“the EAntern kmfgrants. The 01d Settler Cherokees had moved theme
' 8olvés in 1835 when the order was first given to the Cherokees to

move oute z
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The Treil of Tears.
The wecks that followed General Scott! order to remove
the Cherokees were ff{lled wi th ho.rroraénd uffering for the’
unfox-tunate Cherokeés and thetr alavea. /'ha women and children
wore driven from their homses, semetimes/ ith blows ‘na close on
the heels of the retreating Indians 7%3 greedy whites te pil-
lage the Indians' homes, drive off ?éeir cattle, horses and hogs,
~and they even rifled the graves for/ any jowelry “or other orna-

ments thet might have been buried with the dead.

Divided into Detachm

TEe . TS

_ The Chemke‘&a; gfte; being driven from éir homes Wwere
dt‘v‘f&eﬁ into de;tacmnents; of\ nearly que;l size and late in
tuctober, 1838, the rirsts. etachment started the others follow-
ing one by one. ‘I‘he aa\ed sick sng the young chﬂldren rode in
d bedding, while
. othe’rs went on foot. . The trip vias mede in the dead c;f win-

ter and manfvhed from exposure from sleet and snow, end all

T

who lived to make this trip, or md parents vho made it, will

' long remember- 1t &8s & bitter TV e

Settled near Taﬁleq’ ah
‘ |
Georgla my parents settled

=% - J..
-f»’(,,

. B,
£ §%hen ‘We arrived here f

» . N
, with thédr master, George 3

Y
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place wher; Tehlequah now 18 located, for at that time the

eapital had ﬁot been esteblisheds I well'rananber the time /
when a cmfasit:fh of three men were selectedl from the Tllinofs /
cemp Ground to Yook out the location for e ocapital and when f
the dste was sel to meet at a big spring, where the present' . / \
town of Tahlequah now stands, there were only two of the ‘ /
comissioners present., They waited and waited for %he third ; /
man’ to come, but finally gave him up ard selected the site on / ‘
account o/f the number of springs surrounding the town. I /
remember, t00, the great Inter-Tribal (‘mmcil which waa el /

" 4n Tehleqush during the year of 1845 under the leadership of

Chief Johm Ross. ¥y mother_ assisted %vﬁ:h‘the cboking at {hat' e 3 "

gatherinz, while my duty was to cam water to those at. the

meating from the &ea’roby springs. Abcut ten years “apter

we arrived in the Indian Territory witnessed the srection I
of}sur l¢ttle log csbins to hOusa; the officers of th;/

Cherokee Covernment. T have seem a dashing youg,:g. slave boy . -
acting as coachman for Chief John Roas ,drive him {i fTom his .
home near Park H{11l snd let him out at the Capitol Sqm::re, N -
here he would spend the day at the little ltig cabins ;- then |

the seat of Government of the Cherokee tribe. The cld squére.
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wes first surrounded by a rail fence at that time and meny

>,
horses could be seen tied tﬁe;'e ‘while their owners ‘speht the
(*d’e;y in the new Capitol. _ 1 i‘émanber"é fe;g years after we -
arrived 'here, that z»,ajor' General Lthan Allen' Hitcheock caz'ne‘
here trom'washington to hold a conference with Chief John Ross |

and the Cherokee pecple with reference 10 a new treaty, seeki :

- %o pay'the Cherokees for their loss and wrongs dﬁring their ree|
. L]

moval from Géorgia. Thias meeting was held un&er a big-sheé—

<

’ erected in the center of the square, and was attended by a lar

,m/\

number of people.- Chief .Tohn Ross addressed the emdience in
e English snd Chief Justice rmsmrhead 1nterpreted it in Cherokee

The Govemmnent agreed to !ndemnify the Indiens for their loas s

=

but I am told that they now have claims filed {n the court of
cleims for.some of this very money; e ]
Moves to Lawrence, Kansas before the (ivil Ware

Imnediately before the Civil Her broke out between the -
o : " !
"states, George 3anders moved to Lawrence, tansas, teking all|

of his slaves with him, end remained there nntil the dar vas

e

Gver and the slaves were aet frees I well remember the tlme
when. the Confederate guerrilla under the leadership of Juantrill
" . ~ I

burned the city of Lawrence in 1863. After the War was ower my

-
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father kuilt the first bridge across the Kansas River, nesr the

|
¢ity of Lewrence. After he completed t{xis bridge he moved back
to the Indi Territory and settled on the place where I am now
liv{ng. “e rec 1ved allotments under the Dawes Commission, and

I allotted on the o],d hor.ostead, nxy father having died long agoe..

ev Cherokee Bille 3 \

indian TerTisosy, was well Known 10 me, and wies t;aptﬁ'fed on Big
.ear Fart Gibson and was a m atto hia father having been a
soldier at Fort 54bson, and his other was 8 negro.’ He‘had two
» brothers, Luther and George Goldsbi "' iuther was at one time a
porter at the Cobb Rotel m ¥inita. : He was light enough to be
a nixed-breed Cherokee Indian tgu:. made 1o pretence of being
other than a negro. ~Cherckee Efll Was bad from the time he
#ns & young man.’ He started first with the Cook gang which
was pretty much of a terrqx; in _the Indian Territery at t{z\a‘t

time. During the latter part of the 80'a or early part of the

_ 80's, while'he was with this gang they pulled several train
* robberiés and killed a grest meny pecple. Durins the‘ garly

part of their career these men robbed dtage coaches and gradu=

ally became worse, until they engaged freely {n train and bank
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robberies and often killed ‘théir victms./ At one time, ﬁhile
c,hei'oB:ee Biil was with th,em.' it\was said they had planned to
ro% the ‘Jﬁxita bank which at that time was located on the
corner nov; the present site of the Cobd Botel.A The robbery
never occurred, however,and i1t was never really known whether
they intended doing this.
Spinning and ¥eaving.

G?ing back now, .before the C1vil War, whem our master lived
on a farm down near ’Iahl‘equah)l will tell you something szbout
spinnix;g and ue.aving, _very famm home, or most of them owned an

0ld time spinning wheel and dur{ng slave timeg i1t was the duty of

 the slave womer to do the spinning and weaving, and :.any an old

Indian women, wac was used to having slaves do this work for them,

lsarned the art z;nli did this for themselves and for their entire

farily after we were set free. The Indian masters owned large
. * v

flocks of sheep. The negro men did the sheering, and the women

TP ey

wéshedkthe wobl, caxrded it into small bats an@ sorted it for .
quality, —‘the&»spu{;-..}; in;:q threads, or yem.; ‘The fimest quelity
¥as woven into goods 1o be u.se& for the best'elothes, .such as
dre‘s“ses( and men/'s clothes, The next quéli"ty was !fvoven‘for under-

garments and clothes for the slaves. The very coersest was knit

*
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into sodks -and t at was \a“job of itqelf, ror socks wers worn
| - ocut sc test ‘ that it required all the extra time in knitting.
.The old sp‘inning wheel" &ou].d always be heard until late at
night buzzfng and whizzing, as two of the alaves worked to
maks the thread to be uged the next day T r weaving.. The 1i!sfozman
were always vying with each other to see who aould make the
~gmoothest: and—— best thread.
o W o -' | - Cotton
The South is noted for 1ts g,reat cott;on ﬁelds. ACres and -
- acres were planted to this ;mduct and the slaves, toth men arnd
women were required to work in th_e fields. It was hard work too, .
as the weather was alwa:fs hot while {t was growing, and the i cke
- irg came 1Lthe_rall oLthmyearf

—_ A

= cetton. A lot’ of this was done by hehd Lo the wome.. folks etf d 1%

wes a slow ard tedieus,l job, then S:t vias carded and spun into clotk
%y the. same method as was used. in making up th'e wéol". ‘fhe édtton o

' cloth wag used i‘;)r 80 msny things that wool could not b.e' used for,
‘that ‘SOmeonp_wes always .splmi;xg and Jwe ving.' A"Lhmey“ wajns woven
from goat's wool, Pnd it was used for the aoarsest cloth as 4% was
Very warm. anﬁ hard to wesr out. "Jeans Cloth” was made rrom cotton,
‘wim‘ a small mixture of uool: to give it wammthe.  This wes ’;;he.‘most
dura\ le of all hand made go.odz;..‘-. : -
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Dyeing - ‘ ‘
All hend made goods uére dyed at hgme. e made gycellent
yellow dye from the inside bark of the osk tree. Ind{g? wes
bought to dye Lliue. Iifferent shgﬁés were made, according to /
_the Qy§°uséd.‘ Green wes made fTom a mx;thre of the‘blue end
‘ yellow dye. TFed was made from venitian. Thia conld be mexed
a&th.blne to make purple. ‘. very pretty design coula be made
by tying strings aroungd ;he goods ever so often, and wherever
-the‘string was tied the goods would'not.dye,gzbking a sort 'of
prgity\moﬁel desizn. gll;séwiﬂg was done by hend, and some
of fhb alaves werc very'gpt éﬁ’tgis art snd were 6su§lly kept

5

_busy at that trade.

N

Indian rasters were kinde

) *”"‘”"‘TEiIe‘fﬁ‘*ﬁ‘ﬁi*‘sI—ve—ﬁays were very t
tLrough many hardsh1p3. our ‘Tndian mastcrs were very kind to us N

and gave us plenty of gpod elothes t0 wear an& we al had

3
plenty to eut. lI can't say that I have been any happxer and con-

tented since I was sot free than I was ${n those good old dayp

when our living was guarantead, even thonsh we had to work hard

-~
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them, It/ 1s true that there we%p e few h;fd mbsters, and |T have
heard of a rew who whipped their slaves unrereifully, but they
were few. Most of us slaves fared well nnd many of thLem did not
know t to do wpen,set»free, and they hed a hard time getting a
stér? in life. 7Some of the siaves went }ack’ané worked for their
old/éasters for sevéfal years, rather than to try and make a 1ive
{ng after being set free. The’'slrves. who belonged t; the Cherokees
fared much better than the slaves who belonged to the white race, for
7pe resson that the xndaan slaves who had left the etates'%muld come
hght back to the ‘I‘erritory and settle on Indian lend, end when allot

4’ I

ment came they gave us an equal right with them in land drawings. &be

i

Uhited wtates Govermment forced them to do this, I have been told.

>

Journalist's Note: \
\ a \\,\r
This {nterview with this old slave women was taken at a Home=
coming fn Vinite, in 1935, when we wore seeking to find the oldest
person at the gathering. Ve figured that she was & hundred and two
years old at that tims, having been born rossibly in 1833, I have -
heard .since that she was dead hence my old notés on her. '
N . > 4

- . oo : James Re Carseloweye



