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BETTY MORfiAY' INTERVIEW

Hazel B./Greene—Interviewer
Indian-Pioneer fiisfey project S-149
September 28, 19S7.

Interview with L,rs.'pBetty Lurray Whitefield
^ro ;en bow, Oklahoma x ' *

Story of the h dian Territory .as i t was
fifty years ago.

! • • :

' -'i

I have been told by -~y. father, -'r. ii. !• lurray, that our

vf'a/ily ca::e to-the Indian Territory, Choctaw ration, more

;ĥ n fifty years ago, when father Was a small lay about /

:« years old.

They traveled in covered. Wagons arid-drove oxen. They

cessarily went very- slowly and i t took them several

eics to make the trip.from Alabama t& the Indian Territory,

Lecause of bad roajis, vhich v.ere really just t rai ls and ",

very rocky. If a rock was too lir for'^a -,a::on t o . r o ' ^ e r

it , they simply werit around i t . If a tree fe l l across

the t ra i l , they drove arou d i t . \ihere,were no such th i^s"

S3 irudholes. :. lad pl-aco .us ,;o- o around. f-course there

»3/e soi..e ;.laces in the sv.-aaps that could r.ot ' e ottcn
4

arovvd.
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On some of the d'eeper streams there wgre f e r r i e s , but

they v,ere few and f a r between. Unless one wa::ted to go fa r

out of h i s course, they would sometimes have to wait a
*

week or two for a stream to run dovai after ra ins , ihen,

wlien i t could l.e forded, the travelers '..ould proceed. Those

enforced waits were so:;.eti,;es v/elcorned by the women, because

then they could wash up the clothes and get them dried*.

And the r»en folks didn' t nind ttiem too much, because during

the waits they would hunt and f ish. There was plenty of

g&Le of every kir& in the woods. And plenty of fish in

the streams.

fiie children were ter r ib ly afraid of th'e Ohoctaw

Indians, when they saw the f i r s t ones* 3one times they

would see them riding bareback on the i r " l i t t l e ponies, with

bows and .arrows s^ing haunting. rhe children would run and

-ii-"iaA___Eut they j i l l _g)trover t'hat, and found that the Indians

would not harm them, and r e a l l y made good friends and neigh-

bors. The .IndiaSt^o*lested-the white people.
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Choctav/ nation
the

about wher»e America is now, and went up through/Ked Hiver'

country past where Idabel is now. 'iTier© were a couple of

log cabins in clearings about where the town of Idabel i s .

They went on and se t t l ed abo. t'where Lroken Bow* i s . They

• leased land from some Indian^ a;*d bui l t cabins and cleared

land. The cabins of course were of logs, with no windows,

but with chimneys of native stone and usually puncheon

floors. The school houses were bui l t on the same plan.

Church .was held in the school houses if they were

lucky enough to r-et a preacher to coiae along. And just

any kind of a preacher was welcome, no matter how poor a

speaker he was, just so he was a preacher.

"We .lust starved*for news of the outside world.'" said '

my father. I..ail came, from tlie railroads twice a week if

streams, didn' t r i se and delay the car r ie r , who usually

traveled horseback, leading another pony v.ith tlie mail-

sacks loaded up.on i t . '4e mailvcoming in was an event to
of . •

look forward to , l ike the comiiig7"!fche preacher.

V?e never paid any attention to holidays, not even

Christman because, there .were no toys displayed in the
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stores for sale then. The children's dolls were of the'

homemade variety. A saw-dust f i l l ed doll with a china

head" was a treasure, i'here were, a few:'of those* brought

along -on the trek westward to the "Wild Indian country". •

A few school bocks were Irougr.t alongjtoo. Soî e

LicGuffey's readers, Reed and ..ellogg*graded Wessons in
s

^ngllsshf and just any kind of a book that the white child-

ren brought to school was used,' because books were so scarce

ar*d one could learn something in any book. Certain k i d s

of text books were furnished thu Indian' pupils by the gov-

ernment. Tablets and notebooks were unheard of. wccasion-

ally tney .had copy tooks, but to Cipher on we had s l a t e s .

The wealthier children had handsome s la tes v:ith t r igh t red

strips of f e l t wound around the frames or pasted upon tve

frames and wound diagonally with" black cord. The^were

beautiful, *but the conmon run of us had only those plain

wooden remes that were always coming apart at the corners. ^

e learned to niche the corners though and put small wire

around them to hold them together. ..e also tied our s l a te

pencils to them. Then some of 'the parents went to Clarks s

vi l le , Texas, for something and brough-t back, wonder of
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wonder, s p o n g e s , v*ath which" to wi j te 'out -what we had w r i t -

ten on our slates instead of us in:: a sleeve, cr licking

_liie yrr±tlxig-x>£^r-m-h^ehr-3mtB—xif~-ttte chi ldren did u n t i l

some progressive teacher decided that i t was unsanitary.

But the old cedar water buckets and the coramon. drinking

dii/per stayed just outside the door on the bench for many

they
years before anyone decided that were unsanitary.

Then one child in school took sick of a contagious

disease every child in school hB& i t and-the parents

thought tney had to have those diseases incident t6 child-

hood, and/some were actually guilty of taking ±he£ir children

in where there was a contaciorL, v?ith the excuse that they

tiirht just as well have measles,whooping c^ugh, or •..hat-

ever \ves S°inS arouLd.and be doi»e ..'ith iV.

J!n those days neighbors meant any/i'aiaily who lived

. /
only a few niles away, ^he ..chols i\araily lived only a'

few miles from the I.Iurrays, ao J. L. Murray and Oner
' from

-chols got E.arried. The Scho^s'/had come int.o that coumrjl/

West Texas, out on the plains./ The children had never
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• v
seen a tick, until^ they got to playing upon tlite creeks\
and brandies in the Indiar. Territory, and thought then-

selves ruin'ec when they'-~ot into\a bunch of see\ t icks
* • v \
\ \

and foiuid these t icks a l l over thekir bodies.

I ' • .was K.orn v:he.. the fa:.: ly, i\Lved ur on Lukfata
\ i

crceTc, A. a fan... not "ar Ton v/.iere ^he^.old hi^lv.vay\ crossed

the creek, 'ihen, v.Lenl. was old eiou-gh to go>to school,
A . \
v \

we I:ad moved to _om, dcv/n southeast of\Idabel. The f i r s t
\

school that I attended ..as one bui l t ok logs,* ai.d the '•

rough plank benches, aid* our school hous^ served as a , '

church too, as they did in :r.y father1 s chivLdh^od days'.
/ \

Sors of t .e ea r l i e r Indian customs s t i l ^ prevailed in •
southeast ^klaho:.^, in IlcCurtain county, w"hen I Ws a child.\

' " \ / • ' \ • "

Cne '»'as that of buryi:; the possssions of tl.e\ ae/ad with \ •

x

\
Vt..e..j.. I rerae.Vv.er a young Clioctevv Indiaii nan vMs drov.jied

v.'.lle- swinaing in L i t t l e river, ai.d a;r.o]<; his' pbssessions \

t .at ;,vere curied with hir were nis saddle,/ . rid'le, r i f l e ,
' ' ' '• \ ^

clothes ai.d a nurj'cer of yther things. t \ ' I



335

. BUTY MUBRAY' . E-TERVIEM 7679

f am no part Indianj the ̂ chols and i-.urrays being a l l

Irish.

;_ven wben^I was a chile i t was so thinly sett led dov.-..

aroiu:d ôm where we livedro 'peo^e ca.e along and

near our home ve went aut-^to see then arid. .:e>t

.-acquainted. f And sonic ver^ : ^tsasai.t eveMiifi? were si tnt '
/

i thus, "onetimes they ..ere i:i\it©a up to ^ur'house to spend

the evening sin^ih^ and piayi.ng on the by.^an, or dancing

to a f-iddle that soi:e ncigfroor^^uld bi-ing/ih 'JJIU play

u, en. f course, "e al\/d^/s "loo;ctd them ^v.cr pretty v;ell

• 'arid siried their/u; and dccl

i: vitc1^ -1"GV, thur. ni'ce leToro , c, i: vitc

S.'il] 3 3vL. t(.>_. "I..at

c : :1s.

l.^ :.o s e. 3ouc L':3t-

;'i", u. SC C

t c . t h i s or. *.'_.-lr'- ir a

'.hat, too, is tli'j v>'ay ;..y father said they v;cre velcomed

V,y Indians and.vrhite people,vhen they cane to the Choctaw

"atiOn more than f i f ty years,ago.


