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Interview with l.rs. Betty lurray whitefield
- irozen bow, . klahoma , * "
Story of the 1:dian Territory as it was .
fifty years ago. £
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I have veen told by .~y fatrer, 7. k. Iurray, that our
. , ’ , I
Ja fily cane to-tie Indian'ggrritory, Chocte¥ Fation, more ’
' /

~—

'

-~

They traveled in covered Wagons ard.drove oxen. They
N ? - ’ .
' /

ccessarily went very- slowly «nd it took them several

. N . !
LYY - '
eexs $0 make the trip. from Alabema t6 the Indian Territory,
. M i
rd

.ecause of bad roads, t.hich were really just trails and

very roeky. If a rock was too tig for_a -aton tc (v ever
Al ’ -

it, they simply wert around it. If a tree fell across -

. .
the trail. they Irove arou- 4 it. there were no such thninzs g
e { * -

53 1udholes., . tad place .w3 0re around. §-course tlere
wese soi.e llaces in the shaups that could not "e otten
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On some of the deerer streams there weére ferries, but

they vwere few and far between. Unless one wauted to go far

ot of his course, they would semetimes lhave to weit a
*

week or two for a stream to run down aftver rains. :hen,

w.en it cwld e forded, the travelers .ould proceed. Those

enforced waits were soreti.ies welcomed by the women, because

then they could wash up the clothes and get them dried.

And the men folks didn't mind them too much, because during

the waits they would hunt end iish. There Was rleuty of

o

gase Of every kird in the woods. 4nd plenty of fish in

thhe streanms.

0y

Ine children were terribly afrgid of the Choctaw

Indians, when they saw the first ones¢ 3ome times they

o

would see them riding bareback on their little ponies, with

bows end arrows géflng hunting. <+‘he children would run and

[ W

~-hide. Eut they all got over that, and found that the Indians

e

would not harm them, and :really made good friendé and neigh-

-

bors. The Indiefi§}fif1ested -the white people,
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s-entered the Choctaw .ation
' the
about where America is now, and went up through/Red River '

country pgst where Idabel is néw. ‘‘here viere a cobple of
log cabins in clearings about where the town of Idabel is.
They went on and settled abo.t 'where rroken Bow is. " They
leased.land from some Indiang a.d built cabing and cleared
2 .
lard. The cabins of course were of logs, with no windows,
but with chimneys of nat;ve'stone and usually puncheon
floors. ‘“he échooi nouses were built on the same plan.
Chureh wdas held iﬁ the school houses if they were

.

lucky enough to et a preacher to come along. And just
'M
. . - w‘
any xind of a preacher was welcome, ro matter hew pocr a

speaker he was, just so he was a preacher.

"ie just sterved'for news of the outside world," sgid -
. X

ny Tather. ..ail came from tie railroads twice a week if

L]

streaﬁs‘didn't rise and delay the carriér, who &sually

traveled horseback, leading another pony with the mail-

sacks loaded upon it. ‘the mail'coming in was an event to

' . of ’ . .
look forward to, like the coming/the preacher.

Vle never raid any attention to holidays, not even

Christman because_there.were no toys displayed in the

’

LY
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stores for sale then. ‘he children's dolls vere of ihe'
homemade variety. A saw-dust filled doll with & china
head~vas a tpeasufe, ihere were a few ‘of those brought

along -on the.trek westward to the "Wild Indian country".

£ few school bocks were trougit aloug,too. 3oue

wcGuffey's feaders, Keed and uellogg*ggraded.nesaons in
snglighy end just aa& king of a book that the white child-
ren bgought to school was used,” Lecause books were so scarce
and one could lears somethln"ln.any'book. vertain ki-ds

of text books were Turnished the Indian'pupils b& the gov-
ernmea£. Taﬁlets and noteboohséwere unheard of. .ccasion-
glly tney .nad cozy Eooks,‘but to ¢ipher on we had slates.
The wealthier children had nandsome slates'with trigut red
strips of felt wound around the ‘frames of p&sted.upon tae
fremes and wouna Qiagonally with black cordl theywere
beautiful, ‘but the common run of us had only those plain
: 7
wooden Trames that were always comlné apart ?t the corners.
e learned to niche the corners though and put small wire

around them to hold them toget%i:. .e also tied our slate

rencils to them. Then some of the parents went to Clarkssz

<N\

-

ville, Texas, for something and brought back, wonder of
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wonder, sponges, with waich to wiPe ‘out whet we had writ- -

ten on our slates instead of usin: & slceve, (r licking
_the writing off, whiehsowe—of—thre children did until
gome progressivé teacher decided that it was unsanitary_.
BI;.t the olc} cedar water buckets and the cormon driniking
‘dir_:.per stayed qut outside the door on the 'bench for many
- . L . th%y : |
years Gtefore anyone aeglded that ere unsanitary. _
“hen one child in school ‘ook siak of a contagious
diseage évery child in school rad it ana-t‘c‘xe pare.ts

toouzit tney had to have tnose diseases incident

night just-as well have measles, whoopiag ugh, or what- .

ever wes going around,end be doie ~ith i

{
from

had come into that count1ry/

v

The children had never
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gseen 8 tlck‘untll they got to\blaying upon tﬁs eree:rs

and bLranches in the Indier 1err¥?ory, end tho

\

.-

and forné +h608 ticks a1l over thélr bodlcs. \

~

I - xes Yorn vhe. the Tzl ln*cd ur on Lu“‘uta .
L]

creeX, .noa fern not “ar rou wJere~ﬁhe;old hichwe 3\cros=ed
. \

. 3 ' ’ ‘ \ .
the creek. ‘hen, vien-I.vas cld enou%h to zoto sch&ol,
CA
\
ve Led noved 1o .om, dovn southeas?t of\;dabel. inhe Tirst
| \.
school that I axtended .as one built og logs,” aid tiae

~ .
[ > X

rougr vlenk berches, md our schoodl “ousa served as a

churcn too, es they did in oy fath er's chlldhvod days
- . ‘ l
Sore of t.e earlier Indian customs stiI@ prevailed in

s * \\

southeast .klaho.a, in I.cCurtein county, v p I ﬁ 's a child. \ ‘
- <o \ / . \

.ne wvas trat ot turyin the josessions of tl.el aead Wltn Vo

. . . \

- . o e . R ) 2
t.e.. I remeuier a young Cuoclew Indiss man wps drowced \
) . . A\ . ‘
w.iler swirmaing in Little river, eid aton Lig ppssessions \
¢ \ M

t at were turied with nir were nis saddle,'.fidke, rifle,

. : . . . ‘ ; \
cletles and & nmumter of ytier things. , \ - ‘
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I am no part Indianj the schols and i.urrays being all

o, -

Irish. , - . .
€

*

i_ven vhen I was a chilc it was so0 tainly settled dow..

N n . -

i ‘ 0y - b ) - "
aroind uom  where we iived T eb-# ‘7Teoplie ca.e aloug aud

- -,
-~ B "

; .
§ - . .
+ cariped near our home we went aut-ato see them and et
. 3 ! ‘.
: j

;e acouainted. And souic very | .easa.l ever -zfs were s{ent - s
. » -~ .

\ o~

® .-, )
L thius.  Sometimes they .exre invited up to our-heuse to spernd
J

v - -

/ Lo . ., e e N - . .

the eveninz sin~inz and pidying on the 0¥sen, Or dancing

. ; T - .
10 a fiddle that sofe nelgdivor=puld bringin wmd play :
) i ,
+ 4 { : N
u <n. f carse e alwv T oretty well
- i AY *

and sized ihem u end dcclded -sei > ~€ tho. bt "

- '.‘ — ’ ” °
Cthem nice lelore | o Lo SGiC 103t~
L.t fricn shiis stel bl & 43t
- ’.

Jrerditory o Lo lnooglal ol e, 10 this oeowilrn Ir o

. \: \(Q :'Klﬁ '-\,_On. ‘ ¢

N e 0 s , / K RN e . :
‘amt, too, iz the wey sy father sszid they were welcomed -

i3

1 ndians and.white recrle wien taey came to {hé Choctaw
ation more than Tifty years.ag. )
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