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The story of Crawford Goldsby, alias Cherokee Bill is an“echo |
ggéq‘out fhe past and his colorful career‘as an outlan‘came to a x
very sad end. f _ : A

Cherokee Bill was born at Angelo, Texas about the ye&r 1874 and

he was 6f mixed blood, Cherokee, Negro and white. "His mother's’ name

,was.Beck a Cherokee freedman of Negro and Indian blood and was conJ

\

sidered a very good woman, soft spoken and of a kindly disposition.

s
His father, it was said was a red headed scldier qf German descent,

who wes stationed at Fort Gibson. He was either released frdm_the_érm

or transferred.to Angelo, Iexns where Mrs. Goldsby followed him and where

rd . \
ner’ son Crawford was ‘born. : \(
I

\

\

\

Goldsb& (Cherokee Bill) gfew up like many other boys at that time,
without much educatioﬂ: however{'he wés sent t5 school in Kansas for a
while and then to a Catﬂolic schoél in P;nﬁsylvania;,but it seems that
he did not.stgy long at qither place and that‘he prefierred a life of
erime to an. education, .

His mother aﬂd father separated while he was a sm l‘boy and his
maihef returned to Fopt'Gibsoq. He had 6ne sister named ;eorgia, who
married a man by the name of Brown' a brothe; to Clarenc\

\?rown they

wers only half brother and sister but they all went by the! same name.

L,When ha‘wgs about sixteen years >1d he had some“groubl with a
Neéro bx the néme of Jake Lewis. This trouble happene&’ghil at a danhe
ons night near{Fopt Jibson. They quarrelled and finally ﬁéq fight and
it is said that Lewis got the best of him, so sometime afteraikp fight ,

Cherokee Bill, after brooding over the former trouble took his g\m nd

went to the home of Lewis and shot' him twice inf icting soma

\

inful

wounds but Lewis finally recoveéred.
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Up to this time Cherokee Bill had been considered a very good bo

but perhdps.he~had inherited some of the fie7y blood of his Germap father
Qrggbrhapslfrom hig Indian mother, which had caused him to quickly resent

the affronts of others. Ba'this as it may, he theq;began his long career

of ecrime. He left home and took refuge, in the Creek and Séminole Nations,

S

! became acqualg\\ﬁ\with Bill and Jim Cook. who were later leaders of the

i

E’fam‘oua "Cook Gang". \ B -‘ ) 3 | . j

- . - 8 .

Early in the sprlng of 1894 that the U. S. Government sent the money

a,'

to pay the Indlians for the lease of land called the Cherokee Strip. The A

-

ECook ‘Boys and uherokge Bill all were Indians and were entit;ed to payment

N
\ -

1

L’li.ke others, except that they were supposed to‘be fugitives‘from justice

- and could not afford 'to go get the money, so they'rode over to what was
, . | 5
known as the half way house, fourteen miles from Tahlequah and hplf way

hl

tetween Tahlequah and ort sibson, which was occuvied by Zffie ,ritépden,

They arranged for her to go and get the money for them, so the last of the
‘ \

ol \
.payment she brought the money to them. Here at Xffie Tritenden's they
|

thought they were safe from the officers and so they decided to stay there

/

I

another day. -Late in ;he afternoon they,ﬁere all sitting around under tni
trees in the yvard when a posse headed by a U. SifMarShal rode up and haﬂ
a warrant for one of the Cook Boys. A gun:battle ensued and onse ofrthe \\
_posse, .equoyah Houston, was kilied and the posse fled. ~Cherokes Bili and
the Zook Boys left ;he country and were not seen in that part'for sometime,
The next day after the killing .of Houston, the officers were question-
ing iffie Srittenden and when asked if Crawford Goldsby was in the crowd
that was in the fight with the officers, she said, ™o it wasAnot Crawford
;Goldsby, but it was Cherokee ﬁill". From then on he was always kﬁoﬁn as

*

ECherokee Bill. Those who.knew him best say that he would take long journeys

ithrbughrthe woods‘and that his mental;alertness during his sloepless nights j



o

(TRE, E. H. (MBS.)  INTERVIEW.

~

SR

w 115 pla§§ng the game with his shrewd foe 1ef% him™ almost 1imp

sl ené, almost morose. He ﬁouldxtalk in monpsyllables and would,

.

on ho move again. Wheﬁ he roﬁ@'into any town,, he would plun;e /into

wild lawless d{saapation and snend very freely the "hot money" for
b7
ng and gambling and in. suCh company as he was in most

drink the time,

fight were common. He never seemed to be afraid of anyone or anything.
o~ \ . : .

He was bold and fearless byeﬁatune, had small beady e}es, which ehowed
&

the smile on his face‘was a challenge.,~30metime du“ing the year

\ ~ "

humor ang

Trnest Melton while robbinb the store Tat Lenapah, |

)

of 1894, he killed

he
Prior to this time> ad been doing some daring thlngs and many crimes weré

\

i

store, he and.Jim Féench

« .«

or "Verdigres Kid" : . d stopbed in front of
’ A

the store., " They were

\
Rised sbout like all othen cowboys, who came there

to trade so no one eu:picionedq}hem. ‘hey disr)un ed, dashed into the

»\

store, rinchesters in their hand%, and seid "EVery ody Qtick ‘em up”.
. y . . \\‘\
. \

\
to keep watch on the outside while he made

3

Cherokee 3111 told his

¢

:5§ufelt open the safe for him hé-safe was ogghe and the money and as

\
manm\xther arti g¢ss as they tho ght they needed wer taken., K 1is he backed

\

out o.k the, store

the stare

A
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raised his gun and shot Velton through the head. Crhey left in haste, '

evading éhe officers for a time.  fiowever, before long Deputy U. S.

N

va rshal Smith learned that ChePokee 1ill was courting

krpl‘bytthe‘

name of “faggie Glass, half negro and half “hgrokee who ag living witha

relative by the name of [ke Qogers, about five miles east of LOWata.

™
t

Smith asked (ogers to invite him to his housge an % certain\night 89 that

[ ’ ‘

he coyld surprise him and capture.him. %ogers had een taki g money and
N .

groceries from "herokee : 111 and of course he thoug t Rogers is friend

so he accepted the invitat%on and was trapped, but phen he cgm ridln%iup

.,\

to ohe houge where Maggie was to‘be, he became sospicious and ag usual was
on the alert. Smitﬂ'depended on §oge;s‘to make Ehe oaptoré so Rogers slept
with him that night, thinking he would have ao;oasy time toking,hi while

he was asleep~-but do‘sﬁoh luck. During the night, Roners seemed to, attempt

l

t2 capture him but Cherokee ill grabbed his gun but Rogers made\so

/

©

men that night. . ‘ : B v»*"

\ , - .
Sometime the following day, while sitting around the fire and while

n

~ Cherckee Bill was off his guard for a moment, Rogers struck him tn the

- head with the poker but did not kill him. A scuffle followed and \finall

é Rogors with tﬁe help of a man named Scales, managed to put the handcuffs
. on him, while he was Begging them to either turn him loose or shoot him

right there. He offered them money and horses to %et him free but he ad
* \
no success. The s put him into a wagon and started o} Fort Smith. On t e

. way h? broke the hnadcuffs and would ave gnined h 8 freedom but they
, \
kGPt him covered with x guns all the tima. They etQp ed on the way at a

i

BhOP ﬂnd had shackles put\on his legs \? finally arriv a at_Port Smith '
. ¥ .




\he wag at Fort GibLon 4n the,da of the m de but the jury found him

,,;1 /

Nd aB the cagse was in the

2

th 8 sta that ost the’ life of Lery Keqton.

fa

Cher 00 3117 and in an att®mpt to break Jail he shot and killed Keaton.
However he was captured and tried for this murder and sentei&ed to han;

| ﬁarc7,17 *1896 was sget for his execution and at 2 P.x. he walked to
the g lowe. He was cool and displayed good nerve. There were one hundred

u;ckets/given out to those who wished to witness the exeoutiqn but people

\

climbed Qver the jail yard fence until the yeard wae full of people, When

Cher kee Bill mexw so many people he said, "Hell loo ‘at the people, scme-

14

t.ing must be going to happen”. 'Then he looked up Xt,the sky and said,

. 11,,;915 15’53 good a.day %o die_as‘any day".,‘Hieymother was at ﬁiaw

;/eide and urged him to not weaken, #hen steppea upon %he_éallowe ﬁe iae

; asked if there was. anything he wished to eay. He said, "I came here to.”

S~ -y

\

E die, not t> make a speech™, At 2: 30 P. M. the lever w§s pulled and -

-

; Cherokee Bill went into eternity.
1 | .
5 The death of Cherokee Bill broke another ehain th 1t bound Oklahoma

VRN

with its more modern times, when the sixshooter was law and the men who
practiced law that way were literally blazing the trail through to

civilization,

. . i
E (Thie'story was furnished by Mrs. E. H. Whitmire, of Addieles, Okla.). ﬂ

o
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\ ‘ '
E. H. Whitmare a Cheroke¢ Indian, was born on the old

~

whitmire plantation in the Cherokee Nation, now Adair ﬂounty,

|
Oklahoma, June 13, 1858. Here he grew to manhood helping

his father on the farm, hunting some and fishing with the

boys who lived near him and at that time neighbors who were

considered close would not be considered close now, for at
that time three or four miles away was close. -

This plantation was one of the largest t0 be found any-

[ad

where near it. It comprised some four hundred acres. Much

of the work was done by negré slaves. Mr. Whitmire grew

A

large erops of corn, oats and vegetables.

-

Stock raising was also carried on t0 some extent, for -

© -
o~

home use and the surplus. was -olﬁ far money 9 buy things i}

not raised on the farm.

jﬁuoh as jeans, to be/;ﬁde.intp'nice ats and pants. Lipsey

R4

{ cloth was a favaritd cloth for wom i's' 610thes, //<

/ ~
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. Both women .and men wore moccasins made of deerskin and hog

skin, these were made at home or b§ some neighbor who could

such work.” ’ : v
" Most of the home furnishings.were made at home by hand,
and much of the, cooking was done over.the open fire in the

fireplace or if the weather was hot, the cooking was then dohe

over the fire out in the yard. The cooking utensils oonsisted

- e

of, usually, iron pot or kettles & Dutch owen for cooking

bread, skillets and buckets.

-

The gocialvside of life was of course-pot what it is
. f « -
/

today but besple unjoyed themselves equally as well, for there
wésggame.of aeverél kiﬁds, such és tﬁ§ deer, ﬁild turkeys,
wild hogs, squirrels, raccoons and many other-sméll animals
,and birds tlBt are not here any more; and it was often that

the men and boys wou&d get- together and have a big hunt,\get
some good_meat for food and have s goqd time sociably too.

~ Then, too0, the men anq boys £ished much more than they do

now, for fish was ﬁlenﬁiful in all the streams here.

. N Chur ch going was enpther feature enjd&ed by &ll, espec-

ially the old Camp Meetinks, at Peavine, which havcbeen
deseribed in some former {apers of ours. Visiting the neighbors °

vwas one of the social fgat‘ es.
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The home of Mr.. Waitmire was a center of social affairs.

g s

-

There the young and old alike would aome to visit the family.

! - ’ * - . a3
The 0ld folks would spend much of their time chatting about
- I * ~ 4/

+ old -ﬁgég_baok East, before they came here apd this was very
in ereefing to‘};qhe\ youngsters. Sometimes the older people o
' papped corn, made molasses candy or crdacked nuts to please the

children. Sometimes the children playéé some games tha‘ti'they-

H

liked. 411 in all they had & good time.

The hqmé was a seven room. strac‘i';ﬁré“, two large: hewed pine
log rooms with a half stary above and wide- hallwa‘y between.

Oé the f:ront si'de there was °a wide porch the eirtire 1bength :;r
the building. On.the‘;veqft gide theJ:'e were side rooms or the
lean-to .rooms., The housé was built with the idea of making it
strong against an attac . Tor in the ‘early days ttia,t was one
.of the features of most hquses.. Th? window bases }ere high,

walls strong and the dgors on the outside were s‘;roné;

There was a largs open fireplace at the end.of each main

o
-

Toom end the kitchen,

the one in the kitohen was used tg.

‘furnish heat for the room amd also in early times it was used

-

to ecook. This -house s built by George ‘.hitfm‘.re about 1849 X

-

and 1s_4 still in a w;ery good state of pi‘eservation. -

Mr. B, H, Whitmire attended school in the common schools

. * . R <

near his home, the first one he attesnded was -taught by Mrs. Nan
' ' -

Duncan, nee Starr, in one of ths negro huts on his father's
i £ » . . ’_,n

farm, - . .
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At the agé of nineteen he entered the “herokee National Male ‘
Seminary And graduated four years later, taught sohool in the
nearby stools for several terms., At the ﬁge of twanty‘é?ur he
married Miss Mary Wright and about this time he was givéﬁ&a
place on the Board of Education of the nherokee Nation. It
was the Boprd's duty. to- establish schools and appoint the

,——‘T
teachers, |He served on the Board four years. He served as

Tdstice of the Suprepe Court of the “herbkee Netion two

terms.,

His first wife died and later he married ¥iss Anne Lorene
Bouquet and they are the parents of. two boys

In 1898 he‘again entered the tgaching profession and
taught three/years,&then moved to Westville, Oklahom;; worked
in & stare and as aséjstant Post Master of West;ille and after
. two years he reéigned énd was appofnted city marshal) serving
twelve yearé. Then he served two years as mgyor. He then
opened a Eusiness'of pis'ﬁwn, a me;t market and grocery and
_ operated this tér<f&§r years and then msveé to Addieles, Oéla-

home, where he operated a general stare and postoffice until

his death, Degember 1045 1936. |



