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 WHITE, ALBERT H.

INTERVIEW. ", #4634,
~ Anne R. Barry, ;o -
Field Worker. _
June 23, 1937. ; )
Interview with Albert H. White, SPEEPL S S

105 South N Strest, El Renq, Oklahoma,

I was born at Raciné, Wisconsin, December 12,.4875.

When I was quite small my parents moved to Shelby,Nebraska.*

In the Spring of ‘1889 my father and brother started

or 0 na oovered wagon to meke the run in 1889,

.. They made this trip in a out two weeks and staked a claim

eleven miles Southeast of Okarohe April 22, 1889. "I the

early fall of 1889 they wrote my mother telling her to,

charter a car on one of the immigrant trains coming into

the Territory. So in Decemter, 1889, we loaded our car-

with five éoWé;lfoun*horses;'ipplemcnfs, household gooéa._

'We then took oats and. shelled corn and just threw.it in the

car among all the. other things. It took six or seven days

for this train to come to Oklahoma; it cost us $85.00 to

charter this .car,

-,

On’this trip my brother was allowed to

ride free of charge so as to care for the stock. I was

-

13

~just a lad, fourteen years of age, and very anxious to

come to the new country

-

I bad heard so-much about,
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tﬁeréfore, I hid myself in this'tr&in cer. After we had’

- “traveled some tﬁo &aYs, a brakeman caught me and' was ready
to put we off the tyain; My brother told h%m not to that .,
he wéuld make it'right with him so he gave h;m £2,00 to
let me ride the rest of the trip to Oklahoma.

ﬁhenAwe arrivéd in Kingfisher,we thought that was as
far as we could go on thelrailroad but the raiiroaé wqg

Just nearing’completion and a construction train pushed

5ur car from Kingfisherifhto pkarche. We were then eleven

-

-~

miles from home.

After we arrived in Okarche we unloaded our car,hitched

our team to the wagon,.loaded in our few household™goods

and Eéﬁm"impieménté”ah&“sfa;ted out to find our father's
_ claim. Ve stopped at the. "dream town ” of;Rook Island,a

>

country Store in the northern part of the county. .The

4
.

n &ercha&t in charge was a fine 1ooking man, Dave Bothell,
Mr. Bothell explained that his "town" was ou the survey
of tﬁe Rock Island Raiiroad and was destined to'be a L
splendid little city. \ |

We travelsd over ‘the prairie most of the day, some=-

times just a mere trail to follow. It was almost sundown

95
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when vwe fouhd-p r father's claim, eleven miles southeast

hatd 7 Ay

of Okarche, Our first home was a little frame shack,
e ‘

,twelve by fourteen etzwith-qne window, one door and a

»

dirt floor. My fathg hed p;owed some ten acres.of sod;

- -

this land seemed to be @ red clay land but we raised good

crops on it. - \
» ) \ :
" The farms in this com&unigy were classed as the

*

éoorer farms iﬁ the county;‘gp each claim was..fenced
\ _
small fields, commonly from five to ten acres. These’

"haé to be securely fenced for all the cattle ran at

large., In such fields we raised crops of corn, some

-

;oéts;,turnips, beans, melons and-a few potatoes. ‘Corn

' was the staple article oﬁdfood among }he earlier settlaré; 7

In preparing this nourishing cersal for use’ the greén carn
was roasted or .cooked on the cob, the ripened grain ground
into meal &t a small mill; this was made into the simple

" N
"hoe cake" or "pone bread”. The various forms of hominy

96

were made by boiling. the gfain in a solution of,lye -which 1 .

’was extracted from wood ashes. We also,prepared corn §;r

uss on .long hunting trips or journeys. - This was made

i\



* "cold flour” in & pint of water would Satisfy the hungér

J

mont [ ,duri;xg the fall an\i winte;c

" a hunter in his belt pouch. 'A tablespoonful of this

" and rattlpsnakes were often found ar
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being carefully parched and th ground(/uaually threugh
an old coffee-mill) into a fi?e powder which was called | -

"eold flour". A quart of thif food could be carried by

for one meal when no other food could be hed. Meat #gs

. o
plentiful and oﬁeap. Most every farm rad some kind d% a
littlo ho&se for their moat; Some families ﬁad'jus .a
meat barrel. Wild game- was abundén¥o ;Thio includ?d
prairie chickens, wild ducks, rabbﬂt;'and a few w%&d
uurkey and several kinds of fish in every stremi/

Prairie dogs were very common in our neighborhood.

1
:
. / .

ound old haystaoks:’

8 mile
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slabs nailed around each side of the wall ,to sit or _
el ¢

Oné negro boy went to this school. There wara fhirty

pupils and each child brought the books from homs, re-

gardless if they suited his grade or not., No two pupils
hed the same kind of books. This was inm 1891. Ohurch

and Sunday School were hcld in this 1ittle schoolhouse

s
‘%E.;ax e A - . . - -

for two years e .

People at this perlod wou 1d assemble togcther on
 Sunday ‘or holidays in groups and talk and jokeg The

L2

children wou d engage in snorts of many kinds., Horse

racing was g ery impartant amusement among the older

) K*

then Juxfed on & ho s
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and rode two miles-to a dance tq tell the peoplé.there.

This was the first time my father. was ever known to ride |,

———— e —

a horse. All night long you could,hear the rattle of

¥

wagons ~ people going‘to the schoolhouse. Some had come

lal
-

ﬂas far as ten or twelve miles. I can remember the men ,
loading shells all night. They bréught pitébforks and

'every kind of a gum. - In later years I have thought aﬁout .
what would have happéned if gome Indians 'had accidentally ';

passed through this ne1gﬁborhood that night. ., o

.

In- later years we lived close to several Indian fam<

. ilies. -These Ipdians ha@ no Tegular megl time, they ate

e trey edee )

" when they were/hungry%v 1f that;hapﬁened to b in'ths -

4

middle of the/night they would eat. When hungingbﬁhese S

/ 4
Ind1ans aros¢ at the break of day and were out, hunting

/
~as soon as it wes possible to see to shoot. 'They endured

the most extreme hardships without complaint. It is true -

the Indian/ women performed the greater part of‘thé man§§l 
‘ . , Lo ', T

L.

labor., | ‘ R A

ﬁ. ,// "
o

When«we £irst came to canadian Gounty Ki

gfisher was
/. -
our nesa est trading poxnt but we 1ater did most of o7r

[
4
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tra ing,in Reno City. In 1892 we haulédf}umber from -
'Eddfnd éﬁd built a th stgzi ézﬁge housqﬂ eightepn‘ﬁylnwl .
ptwirty-four eet. Thig is belibvedm;;_g;Q;;;—;;Mgiéw “f_‘#ﬁ--———f
.9}dest ﬁo? bs still étanding in'ngadizc Gounty. |

-

Some of he setllers dbsente fth=:-elves from their

dteads dyring thé Tifst two yphys, hsually during the

i

end winfer in q@d T to find
|

bdrk fin some of the neigh~

boring statgs. Sami old relinqwishmants to their claims

|
i

and left the country, little if / ny; fbetter off than they

were| wnen they made the race. (Jthexs, who haﬁe stayed on




