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Virgil:Coursey; ’

Field Worker, - ,. .

June 17, 1937. ' -

in Interview with Mrs. W. N. White,
© - - Altus, Oklahoma.

Ly father, J. T. Iliroon,w.s b 'n in alabarn; oy

mob%er,martha°knﬁ.halker Har n, wac bun in oar nsss.
I was bdrn Sente - or 215 lB?g,in Tarrant County,,Tez:;Q_)
| Ly f;tfgﬁtnftt;d to.o o To Uklvho g to et s
Jhoes In T§§hs.hé reaxted .end, nd e felt ti.t ve
1‘Miq never ve able to &rh iagd of our own. I remember
e Gy after se tad Seen ig:g@lahom& for so e tiue,‘itl
wis necessary for . e to ésisf(my f;t ‘v in stretching
soi.e viire., He w3 building & fence, 1In so.é way éne
end of the wire broke.and Qlew back hittiny e across
the bucx I my hand,,and“cntting it wiite severely; I’

~

cfied ;uite a bit over my hurt :nd remarked tiat 1

¥ished we vere out of thns old country, .nd back in (

Texaw. hy fatner geve wd a sympatnetlc look -nd re-

narked that he‘k;ew we wele tonfronted \lth haéééhlng we-MLJémTWMT“
had notkno%nbefore but tiit yerhaps some da& aft he ? -

was gone, I could have the farm and in so..e measure be

recompensed. I have oftemn thbusht of that incident. .

k4

/
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Pe?haps that same thouzht -nd purpose pervaded the
minds of many old pidneérs.

It,égs in February 1889, that my rarents, ny
brother and myself reached Doang! Crossing. .We had
beeg on the way some fifteen or twenty days. Ve had
not hurried. Ve usuallXEAid not'travel any on 3undays,

and Father sometimes picked up a day'sngrk. I believe

" that day we left Doans' Crossing was the coldest day I

-~ N

have ever seen. I could not keep warm, sd I got out of -
" the wagon and w&iked all the way from Doans' Crossing to .
our claim which was located three miles narth and five
miles east of altus. . .- .
_ une day my ﬁat er called from our dugout door,"If
you want to see some'antelope, come look", My mother and
I ran to the door, gpd jhstea few yardslaway vere a number
of antelope. The sage grasé was so hiéﬁ thut they had coune
_,M_Mmupcﬁxxmr.place before they realized- it -Helves very often— —-—
came right up to the door, and we had quite a time raising
chickpﬁé. | |

We brought an olg wood cook stove with us from Texas

P
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and my father had to go to the Indian Territory fg;
wood to0 cook with, oOur cooking in those deys 4id not
3

differ very materially from cooking methods used to-

) da&. fe brought enough bacon, lard, dried fruits and

" &

vezetables to run us a years ‘After‘these were used
we had much less to eat for a number of years. I
remember that for long periods of time we would have.
nothing but milk, bfead and butter to eat. However,
we néver had $¢ sat maize bread as s.me people did.
We always managed to have flour, thoush it was often
' of a very low grade. ’
-~ =-- At one time thé Government sent in suppliés of -
food for the settlefs, but my father would never accept
any. He was in the Ci%il War and knew what sgrdships W
were, He said that food might be scarce at .times, but
thut he had never figured we would starve.
i One disadvantage in.those days was th: difficulty
. /ofﬁdispos}ngr9f produce and cormodities. We often

carried eggs to Vernom, Texas, :nd sold them for 5 cents

a dozen. at times they could not be sold at all, and 1t

—
o~
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woﬁld be necesszry to bring them back home.

Wie went five miles to church at Nava joe, school
was also held in the church. Later a small school
was built near us and called "White's Sehool House“,‘
nghed after ﬁy father who coﬂtributed mos b of the .oy
work toward its construction. These scﬁools are
ndﬁhéonsolidated with the Ozark school.

The rioneers got up supplies of wood in the
surmeer time after they ﬁére through harvesting wheat,

A number of men usually went together to gep'wéod, —

so that they could double up teeams in crossing the

river. o . ‘ ) - SN

I remember what many called the-old Chisho¥m - -
€ .
trail passéd near our place. This old trail led out

of Texas up into Kansas, and was used in transferring
cattle from Texas to the northern markets. I have

s el

seen cattle passing along that trail from early morning

-

until dark in @ never ending stream. Cowmen have given

us small calves that were too young to make the trip.
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The pioneer people had exceptionally good hehlth
as a ruie. There were very few doctors in the country, °
and one would either die or get well before one could
" be secured. The doctors, of course, used horses, and had
_ %o travel miles to reach.a patie;lt. I remember there
- wis B doctor named Reynolds at Navajoe. -

~

I was married after I had lived here four years.

I was nineteen. I thought it wa:s awful to be married

-

in a dugout, but my father insisted that I should be

married at home, and reasoned:-that I should not be eny

1

more embarrassed by being married in a dugout than in

—~—

having lived in one for fouxr years. For one thingA I was
tﬁankful- my I:gus‘band had{ a5two roomed, box house.

- Mr. Whi;e ééme to Oklshoma in 1887, two years %\ I
before I did. I met him during the thm shing season.

I was hélping cook for the hands. He has thrashed all

over this country. He bought his thrasher at Vernon and
began moving this way, thrashing grain as he came to it

I }601: back nox and almost marvel at the way 1

stayed by mysolf.during my early married life. In the
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thrashing Season my husbarid often left home early
ke
Mondsy morpning and did not return until Saturday

. night,‘and.sonofimes not them. It was really a treat

to see some other woman, because sometimes 1 would

P

" not see ome for months at a time.

There were & few Indian scares during the early

-

dajs, but I-never got und@lx alarmed, though I did

feel shme apﬁfehénsioq.l Several times most of the

[~4
£

women /went to Vernon or Qﬁanah when thére was danger
of an Indian reid. During one such scare my mother

was with me and I suggested that we go down In the
field and sleep in.a straw stack where the Indians

would not be likely to.find us. However, we remained

at the ﬁoﬁéé, and after we did go to sleep we slept y
" soundly all ﬁight. .. < |

One of the biggest Indiean écéres was useéfby a
white man {kiliiﬁg an Ind'ian.' It was thought that t'hth?s‘
iﬁdiap was steéling qattle. The white mean accused'ﬁhe
. Indian,'and,the Indian drew_a piétbl. The white man

killed- the .Indian.

~
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SooP there were forty or fifty Indiens on the
scene., They displayed their grief over a fallen ®
Indian by making signs” snd uttering groans. 4t
became evident that the Indians might attack so the .
white men, some fifty of theﬁ, “ortified themselves
in a dugout. There was one man among them who was éccﬁs-
tomed to speaking with the Indians and had nad
quite some experience in deélin with them, His
name was Ben Franklin. %hen the Indians drew near
he made a friendly sign and went out to meet them.

We were able to reasm with them and explain the cause
of their friend's death to their satisfaction, and they
soon disbanded. |

Late one day I was at home alonéxwitﬁ my baby and
a bad cloud came up. Fe had a storm cellar, but fleas
were so bad in it that I didn't want to carry the baby
there unless it was absolutely necessary. I laid the
baby on the bed und sat down on & bigarock.which served

ag the door step, to watch the cloud. Being very tired <;:

after a hard "d&p*s work, I laid back on the rock to
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resty when I awoke it was sunup, and 1 Tushed
‘ . - s
frantically intc the house to the baby. I found

him sound asleep in bractically'thedfame place where
I had left him.
I still own my part c¢f the farm whi®h my father

— M

promised me I could have.



