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Medicine .

~

The "™medicine" spoken of so much in Indian
Stories, is an Ido{ or Image made of rock. The face
is painted with a s0'id coat of yellow. On' this
yellow background are a'ternating stripes of red end
black coming down in a sigzag coﬁrse from the eyes

- and mouth. This i;.nage, vhen the Indians were not on

, was
the merch/kept in & sack mede for it and hung on the

beck of the medicine man's teppe. Inside the tepee
is a similar bag conteining scalps, peint, and other

—Charms éf various ki:ds tha?HQQQ“QS?P ggthered through

-

superstition.

e e et s e e e e,

Medicine Dence

’,

The medicine dance was held &..fua’'y to worship

v

and to meke sacrifices to the idols, wien they had

-been unusually successful in war.
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When s medicine dence wes to be held it was custom-
ary er the chiefuﬁedicine men to heang his "Medicine’
or 1dol around his neck and tie a representation of .
it on his saedd'e and circle every tepee, whose oc~
cupants he wished at the dancg¢, &nd a11 those thus
circTed were bound by &'l sacred obligations to go,
under threst of heavy penslty. Those who refused
were sure to be viéited'by some great disaster sent
by the idol, before the year was'up.

Before starting the Medicine men painted him-
self ygite from head %o toe, and the on'y germent
he wore was & buffalo robe. The medicine man neither’
ate nor drenk whiv'e he c¢ircled these tepees uniess it
took him more then four days, then he may stop end
buitd a "sweat house". There he worships, then he caﬁ
have food and water. He then continues on his wsay
until a1 the gepees of his tribe have been ci?c‘ed.

_0n his return to camp the Indiens break camp and

a1l the Indians from every direction assemble at, one

points After all were settled the four chief medicine

<
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menr would get toge%her'and meke an offering 6? some
“t

kind then se'ect a tree, straight end sleek, which

w&8s to be used for thg post around which they were

to dsnce. ’

The order wes as fol’bws.
A good level p‘ace is se]ected near timber and

"water. Then the mediciné men. return and send out word

that a place has been sejecteé‘aﬁd everything is ready.

But if a place had not beeéAse1ec£ed then the whole

cemp must move to another p\;ce fpat the Aedic;ne men
. ) L}

have chosen, The medicine men go out egain to meke a

selection. When one is fina11yimadé and snpounced
beat

the Dog Soldiers get together, peint their bodies an—7
the tom-toms end wo Tk up lots of excitément, On the ~
. ' g Jpm—— T
next day the crowd begin theif “approach towards tle
consecrated spot. The chief medicine men Veads,

)\. . . ! kY
followed by his wife carrying the ido's. The captive
Méxicans come next, then the twelve chosén medicine

men follow with sign and symbol of worship. Then

comé the crowd with the dog s8'diers és.out-riddrs.
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fhex.wouid go & certain distance then they
would stop and worship, they did this four times
and at the Yast ha't an old Indian, noted for his
age and wiédbm, stepped forth and annouﬁced to the
crowd that "!hpever knocks down A yonder pole upon
the\coneecraéed ground neerly a mile away shal? hav;
special privi1eges anc¢ honors, and peculiar bYess-
ings shall come to his bands of dog soldiers during
the year”, After the announcement there wes a wild
mad fush with no thought-of personal safety. There |
were four'honors. The pereon knocking down th; po‘e,

i '
\gets the chief honor, gnd the others in order.

When the rush is over a cirele ‘is fformed, On
the west side the ™medicine™ tepee is 1oca¥ed, into
which the ido) is carried and where é?e medicine man
stays the four days of the dance, ’

The next morning early, a Mexicaﬁ\woman is sent

out with the dog so'diers to cut down the treéathat,

has been chosen., 48 they approach thé tree they stop

’
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end worship four times, as éhey aiad n;;ring the
consecrated ground,. Theh the iexiean woman strikes
the tree with the axe, then stops and she snd the
dog soldiers sing snd pray; "hen she givéé it ap-
other stroke, followed by worship. This is kept
" up until the tree is cut down. Then the soldiers
carry the pole back to the grounds by this same
four fiold manner of spproach. >

While this has bteen going on, the rest of
the crowd/%%§1¥ sn arbor for the dsnce., It tskes
four days to comp;ete all the arrsngements, %hen
811 is ready those wﬁo‘acnce 'go outgide the
circle and strip themse1ve§ of 811 e¢lothing ex-
cept the breech clout, paint their bodies white,
dress in a buffslo skin and finally éo in making
the noise of a buffalo bulle They circle around
the medicine men's tepee four tines then éo Sgck to the
entrance of the large circle, then to the entr;nqe of

the arbor around the center pole., Cireling this four

times each time motioning Eg enter, but not entering S

-«

-
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untilt the.fourth time., Then they teke their pleces
in the &ance circtes The medicine men‘comes ffbm

his tepee, circles four times before entering, then
enters and hangs the 1idol. upon‘tpe pole &nd takes his
place behind the idols The musicians go thro&gh the .
gsame performsnce end take their pleces near the en-

trence, Jugt ingide the tepee. They begin their music .
on the *tom-tom end rettle gourd. The medicine men then -

4

steps out ﬁerfectTy nude except his buckskin breech.
clout, the ends of which asre drawn up through a panther
belt gbout the waist, and hanging down between his
painted Yegss He is peinted yellow, while his fee¥are
blactk., He has & bunch of sage brush tied to his wrists
end ankles, and wears a jack rabbit bonnet., In one hand
he carried a fan of crow feathers and the other an eagle
bone whistle.

. He goes up to the image, $i#kes a bit of root of some
win plant into his mouth and grinding it between his

teeth turns to the circle of dancers and dsncing sround

blows it upon them. He then tskes eagle bone whistle,
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running around the circle of dancers blowing
"«it with 871 his might. He goes through this - .
pérformance four times. Theg the ewowd is per-
mitted to join i;. They begen their dance sing-
ing, 1qaping,ye’1ing, praying until ti?ed out,
They rested swhile then began egain. They would
éta?e gt the image msking unearthly noisee, stare
at the sun in a foolish idiotic way crying out,
sgying: "Yes our enemies ars blind, they can't
hurt us. We can steal their horses,we are secure.”
The medicine man then calls attentton to the
crow fegther fan in his hand and begins to twirl
it around snd around, everyone tries to keep his
eyes on the fam snd keep his head in motion ndph ite
After awhile they would become 80 dizzy that tﬁey
mfe?} over end ‘ley there ‘seemingly unconscious, Fhile
<
in this state they somstimes h;d vigions indiceting

the future destiny in Tife,

After the dence is over but before bresking up all

298
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whb expect to go on the warpath or stesling or
plundering expeditions .during the year gathered
around a buffalo rawhide, Each man took ho'd
of it with one hend and with sme'l sticks in the
other Eea; upor it, calling upon th8ir idol to
bless them. When satisfied with the performance
they broke up into small bands, to,go to various
fields of plunder end murder. It was a pledge,
and-no.one could go through this performence ez-

A

cept those who interided to go on the warpath,

Ir



