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Ethel V. Elder . )
Investigator ——
May ?, 1938. ' !

Interview with Dr. Sylvesvsr Cole Whitcomb

R4
\

My Grandfather on my mother's side was named Sylvester

Woodman, and he was born March 24, 1760, died August 23, 1836.
He is,buried at;Hamilten,_Madieon County, New York.

My Grandfather on m& fether's side was named Luther
Whitcomb. He was born July 9, 1778, died in 1847 and is bur-
ied at Oxford, Henry County, Illinois. '

My Grandmother on my father's side was named Rgbh Bo-

.bee, She was born December &, 1784, in the<etate‘of'Connecti-

- ery County, Kansas. : . % . i

cut and died October 16, 1871, being buried_in Caney, Montgom-

-

My rather was Henry Whitcomb, born December 23, 1806
in the state of New York} he died in 1892 and is buried at

Caney, Montgomery County Kansas.

f
!

‘My mother was Falli dman born Apr11 14, 1806 in

Hamilton, Madison County, New Yb;k. She died in 1882 and is
bd}ied at Caney, Mbntgomery County, Kaﬁeae.’ .

I was born January 18 1848 ? Oxford, Henry County,

Illinois. ‘ L // X ) ‘//

Route 2, Hastings, Oklahoma. : 2
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After my mother and féther married they ﬂoved to Ant-

¢

* Werp, New York, wharethey lived one year, moving from there,. )

to~Hamilton, New York. ‘A few years 1ater they moved to the

state of Illinois, and there were born most of the children’
which numbered eight, five boys and three zirls. My father
was a farmer and all we children were reared on the farm.

' My grandfather, Sylvester, Woodman, enlisted May 15

& '3

1777, for six years and one month as a private in fhe Cap- ’

tain atephen Q}ney Company, with Colonel angel and Colonel

Jeremiah Olney. He was in the battle of Springfield at Red

Bend, Fort Monmouth Rhode Island.

LT . ©

- I was six years of age when I first started to school

i

at Oxford Illinoié; My grandfather taught me' to read in the

first reader and I could count to’one hundred and knew all the

s ¥

'alpﬁabet when I started to school. This';ss just a little :
country village school. We had a lady named Mrs. Hall for

our teacher, énd she had false teeth, and o the cnildfen fhat
seemed Teal amusing, I was alwpys wanédhé to'kddw all about

everything and always into some hing, so the kids boosted me -

up to ask her to take her teeth out and let us see what they

ki ~
»
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Jooked like and how any one wouls look without any teoth. .

,

. \
So I asked her and she thought it real funny and so she let

*’

us see her teeth. The next teacher was a young lédy, Miss
’ R ¢ < :
Emery who taught two or three years after which then we had -

& men nemed James M. Sherburne. He taught a subseription

4

school two winters. The last ﬁgacher we had at that school

was a man named Sweeney, who ﬂéught the Distriet school win-

€

~ ter and summér session. My parents then sent me to graded

<

school one year after they moved to.Altona, Illinois, '

e

“

After;I‘tﬁoqght that I had attended school long énou
I was abouthgighteen yéars‘old and I decided that I wénted o
start out in life Tor m&self,lso the first gfap that I too

. w§sE?.enl;ét‘in.fhe,Civil;Whrtx'Iwaf oq%i:tﬁthe-serfipe‘éft*j”*

.mbnthé ;ﬁd the war was over.  #hile in the army I was so [young
-theﬁldid not Eﬁtﬁge in regular ser&ice, I-didrthe cleriqal
work for.my uncle iho held one of: the high official positions.
I was sick for over a year after the war was'oier; h&djsthe
chills ?nQ fever caused. by sleepigg'on the wet ground/so much;

-

we Wwould put our blankets down and maybe it would rafn on us
. t0
before we could get to any dry place, then we would-fhave/use

these wet bldﬁkets'tq~aleep on. - .
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.I went back to Oxford aftér I was out of the army -

and stayed there one yeaffan& then went to'Altona'where’my

parents lived, in company with one 6t the Lieutenants that

was in my ermy. He had a son.that Was telegraph operator

&

for the Railroad Company at Altona. The Son taught me- the

work and after I ;earned I was on_the job as Operator and

Station Agent for six months. I then was given the place

of operator and Clerk on the road'fbr'tpe Chicago, Burling-

ton and,quiney Bailroad running out of Chicago. I‘worgeg ¢

there ﬁwehty years, ‘ané in the time that.I was operator I taught
1 . ————

¢

twent&-five men and boys the telegraph work and railroed book-

keeping; then they wLnt to work.’ e

'I decided then
studied’for about six

;n this préfession 80

attended Haimon Medi o

completed the requirse
I'went back to Illimo
twenty years followin

I me% ny wife

¢

that Iswanted to.étudy Dentistry, so I

I changed to the study of medicine, I

a1 CPIIége} g% Chicégo f;r ff;e yearé and

1 course to get.my certificate to practice.
s and hung out my shingle and lived there

4 my proféssion.

hile living in Illinois and we married in

- : . -4 . L. _ .
1891, Her namé was ¥ ancpnia‘Otia‘aﬁd she was. a school teacher

* '

months but was not so very much interested

. .

-
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for seventeen years. After we married we lived in Oneids,

TFllinois, thén moved to Kewanee, where after a'while we de- ] .

. »
,
[

“eided ~to comé west. o ' PR
When the time came for the regisﬁering of the people f

that wanted to try for the drawing of the land in Ol1d Okla- | -«
) r .

L4

e

homa, I fegisteréd and drew one of the lucky numbérs for a '

-

" quarter section tiat is now one and one~half miles southeast

of Has@ings,ran& I ceme out here in September, put up a tént,

£ !

.on my land and startediio put it in shape to cultivate. My
wife and I have surely endured’ some of fhe'hgrdships of the

pioneqrs.tryiﬁg:to get a start. The first morning that we

K]

stayéd out hers in our tent we did hot feel very safe 1isten- —

.

-ing to the cries of the panthers and the.how) of the wolves, and

—

the owl's Hoo' Hoo'. We got up.;é%her early, about day light
. . ) .9
and the first sound that we heard was a rooster eraowing about

a mile away down at the place of Jess Marley, so we then knew
’ ¢ 'é! .
that some one else .civilized lived close to us. They were, the

.

first people that we met after coming here.

3

L3 . ) .
I started to farming that year and raised some stock,

having had about forty head Bf‘caﬁtle and about twenty head of °
. . i s .
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- horses and colts and after a time had»everything running

', along very nicely. I d4id not practice my profession very

(4

much after coming out here since I was tired of that p@glic

. life, I have enjoyed the farm life much better. " )

» & ~

I wes extra mail carrer for about one year out here

»

. and after that time'ﬁae on a regular route for nine years on

A3

Route One. Have had some various experiences in by gope days.

Ll

) . : , ,
Sometimes then the snow would be so high in banks and drifts

»

+ that the.horses could not stand ﬁp and when it would rain the

‘muad would be so bad one horse could not hafdly get along the

[

. ?oad.‘ \ \

My mother-in-law cameé out to live with us and after a .

*

“ few years qhe died. here. My wife also died in 1918. hach

was'teken bacgfﬁo‘Caney, ansas, for burial in the old family

. L]

cemetery.’
Artef my wife diéed, a'niece came home with me to keep

' house for me and she has re ined with me. ’

At the age of eighty-two years I became a Christian and
Joined the Methodist Church at Hastings, Oklahoma and am try-

ing in my last years to live a true christian life, which I

’ shOuld heve done many,Amany years ago.

g
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& Toll Bridges. - e

There is-a toll bridge about twelve m&lea from'hefe
south west across Red4hiver thet was built by fhe_men of;ihat
;art of Pexas and gklahoma, I héve crossed it many, many
times going to Texas and each t1me it cost &l 00&?? ‘CTO88 .‘&

. and come back the game day but if you waited to come“back

the next day you had to pay the extfa doller;

. Buffalo.
" When I was first plowing up my land here after I
’ is
, settled on it, I plowed up & buffalo horn’that/" aid to be
2 B

over fifty years old. " They were very plentiful then over -

'3

the prairie in some parts)there were not Pery many through

- here; however we had pienty’of,WOIVes ang,goyopee,‘f-

d ) Ranches,

The Suggs Brothers owned and operated the largest

cattle ranch around here at that time. They used to drive /
some of thei":ettle cross my land every morning to Cache ; /
Creek to water them afd then in the late afternoon the ; o

_would start: back witn them. R

There were also large leases on,Hast Beaver Creek\and

elso on the North Foq#.
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. There werc about five thousand head of cattle around
Addington and north of there. The/large cattle companies
would buy up cattle and hire the cowboyé in gfeat numbers to

kéep tﬁe cattle rounded up whilie getting ready to ship. HMost

o -
ghi ~ins Y ,

of the/fi;éstock and marketing of crops was done at Addington,
which at that time wasthe largest shipping point for stock

close around. ) i ;

. .
01d Timers. \

- »

Some of the 0ld timers that I knew were J. T, Mayfield,

¢

Tom »itchell, slmer Payne, £, W, Clements, Jess Marley, Bebee

$

and Hooper.

Heirlooms.
My wi&g's mother inherited a cup and saucer manufactured---
infEngland,sram her ancestors in England/tbat‘haa been kept in

the Otis Family for over three hundred years. They have the:

2

old style shape, white with delicate blue raised flowers on
tpemi I am sending them now to the Historical Building to be-

\ .
come the property of the state_of Oklahoma, along\with other

| ..

heirlooms.
3



