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\\ \\ .~ Interview: Z.H. Whitmire,
. Addieles, Okla.

AND PROCTOR FIGHT OF EIGHTY YRARS AGO
, as told 'by
E, H, WHITMIRE

!I;hd;a~ tory,

a mem named Jim Kestermen. It was at this mill that e

Bock, Black Sut Bsck \and

-breed Charokess and nephews

: ks and Zeke Proctor served
_in the am but um Ar dimmt ags. Proctor uma in the

army but\undor ait mt flags. ctor served in the Federal
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Am and the Becks in the éonfedoratc Amy, Nevertheless,

thoy were aood triends until the troublo atarted uhich I

! s

will write abont. ' J

Zeh Proctor also ICB\ a half-breed Cherokse Indian Inﬁ
when hictory has grnt L} qm justice and recognition, we shall
know him as s picturo ue jmn of many good qualities. He was

' rnotircoml, solf-rel .ntl bold, adjusting himself to diverse
circumstancea aRd condit iLms, meeting each cheerfully, and with

confidence in himaolr, /da.nprs and perils, by uhich he had

I
been aducafed. He us q ltrong man uth a strong man's viees.

He served /u sheriff of Goin& Snake Diatrfict Gherokeo /Nation, ’

Indian Tcrritory, lhich/ is now a part of Adeir Gounty, oxu /

‘ ?

» for a mqber of years. He wore long black hair, hanqi,ng down,,
. !

/
. . ) / . : .
typical of his race. He had keen black eyes which \)ud look
i : / . ! \ .
with stern reproval f1/'u their depths, o‘r with ‘a smil that
. /
would illuminate his ,/vhole‘ face. Hs always carried'a gun

‘m. ““‘“ / | ! I

)ack],od tc his bip and would never sit with his back /7 any

‘ /
It was smtip during the month £ February, lg'la that
C _
Procl:or nmx Kesterman bcm having trouble over lomr stock,

Pmctor 1ive¢_anut tgn miles txon the Kilderbra,nd llill.

TS ———
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One morning he saddled hia horse and m«}% to the mill
%o tailk the mttor ovexr with Kutcomén ~ He Dade thom / ‘
the tims of day and the talk arifted to the trouble about
the stock, Finelly, thsy got into a ‘heated argument, and /
it would. be impossidble to tell all that vas sid, as I ;{ ‘
only tolIing it as i heard it told: Proétor, seeing eateman
reach for his gun, drew his own gun and firevd. 8. Kesterman,
thinking that she might save her husbaﬁd, rm between the

twe men and the bulyt. intended fer Kastem' hit her kil-

ling her inatamzly. Kosteman then ran up the steps to a

sacond story of the mill. Proctor fi two more shots at his '

retreating figuro, shoot ing two holes ‘in the latter's coat.
Px:octor then mbunted his horse 7‘6 rede svay.
Arziving at his. hom, h9 %old what he had dons, Ho then

aent a8 man to tell Jack Wri@lt, who was shoritt of Going alakc

a8

District, of the affair. J’ack ¥right 1ived sbout tive miles  °

‘east of Baron Cresk Stat jon. When the man delivered the Proctor

,‘ o~

musaga to him, he unt ‘over smd arrcsted Procter, placed a

suard over him nnd reported thc_caae o the Prosecuting Att-

|
3

oIn8y,.
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‘was u'l;uigne'd for trail and while- the lawyers were arguing, -

. /
* school houss that is known as the Whitmire School, which was

_ Prosecuting Aftomby,

_Jolmson Proctor, & brother to Zs

-looney, Jpbn Welkingstick and - Jo

leveled a double-barreléd shot g:I
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Goi'na_lck Sixkiller was ‘appoint

the case. Om April ;57.‘%, the case was called., Procyor

up rode s poss of men, headed by Deputy U. S. fﬁ‘rshal '

Owens, accompanied: by Whito Sut Be

Kesterman, the other Beeka already

and heavily amed, back in a greove where steod the litt;e lo

?

. ' /
being used on this special ocm19n as a court honse. Ju

/

Sixkiller sat at a amall table/ fac

the easte On-the Judge's l}t/t ‘sat

t . /
Court, on the right was Mose Alberty, Attorney for Proctor.

/

Court, Proctor 571: beside Lis cttomoy, with one of his

guards, Tom d],l{ingstick stand

Johnson Spaée, sat im fromt of the

E‘OF. I ¢ ° / ’A

! e

ed spécial judge to ¢

/

ek, a neﬂyt of Mrs.

baing }.hora on the ground
¥

ing the deor, which was %o

Jos Starr, Olerk of t

by. ¥our other

stood aroufd’the door on the outside, Lineoln m%:na, John

_ - Whibe Sut Beck seemed tp’ be leading the Marshel’s

w

8 Shell,

" fbrce&'hng with his orowd made for the oourt house, Hut Beck

on Zeke Proctor. Then .

, grabbed the gum and re-
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rge at shot in his tmeast the othor logd

gt / ing Zeke /yx the knee. The battle vas then on end 1 v

I

yould be ﬁossibla %0 describe the horrible end bloodyscena

tha fol gwed. 'Dh/a Tiring of guns gt so rapid that thn b

doad and the unded. Prec’sor had his m, what wes left of
/
tweo mortally wounded.
About an hour later, my mothor who was/a widow had us
boy.-,: to hiteh a span of mules to the wagon drive to tha acene
r and his men, the

of battle, and with the assistence of

dead and uoundeél. were lo;e\ded into the wagon end teken to our

house. (The old doublo log house now stends neer the Whitmi
Cemetery and 18 now owned by Getty Whitmire., } The wo
were carried into the house, which was converted. into a 'cem- |

e

and 400k them away. -

" porary hospitel, ‘until the relativ
big h#

The nine dead m were laid on o
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The killed on the Proctor side were : .Tohné:m Proctor,
Mose leerty, attomey Tor Proctor, who waa struck by a stray
bullet vhile sitting at the .Tndge 's ta'ble. Andy Palons and

s ~

Ellis Poreman were both wounded in the shoulder but recovered.

On the Beck side, the killed were: Sem Beck, Black Sut
v :

Beck, Bill Hicks, Riloy Woods, George Salvage and é man
Ward. Deputy U. S Marshal Owens and Bill Beck were mortally

wounded and diod latcr. Owens stated before he died hat when

he and his posse dismounted, "the boys" made a rusk for the

court house |door emd that he tried te stop but could do
nothing wi them, ‘ |
My eldest brothsr, Steve Whitmirel' and the ’3;&001 teacher,

whose nune was "Mack" saw the whole aff&ir from start to finish.
’1:}10 teachor h.d dimiued school and he and my brother had stey-

ed at court.,

'When the excitement had somewhat died down, the sheriff took
Proctor over to the o0ld Seraper home, where he was guarded until
the next day., Ke was themn tried by a jury of twalve men and found
\\\,“m

Ve

After the evente, above described, society wes thrown imto a

on the minn -of 80 -many pooplc. S SR -



