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Interview* E.H. Whitmire,

Addielee, Okie*

JJ8> PHOCTOB FIGHT OF EIGHT? TEARS AQO

Om a

K '
as told by

g» H. WHUMIHB

ie&uresque l i t t l e stream calle^kFlimt Creek, sta-

nds a hirtorlcal mill celled the HildemraadKlli l l , where

once l ired the Widow Eilderbrend. However, et tfie^time of

t h i s tory, Mr« Hilderbrasd had married again, t h i s t'ijjie to

a mam neasd J ia Kesterman* It was at t h i s mi l l that a
\\ \

tragedy occurred, which la ter developed into what i s known
\

as the *Proctot F l g t * \

i t the time of the tragedy I was a boy ef 14 years, but
\ \ \ \

the detai ls are\ as fresh in my mind as though i t happened'
only yesterday!*

'A \

\

, or *Aunt P^lly**, as she was usually c a l -
--- x M ''•

led by those who knew/her beet, was a half-beed Cherokee;n' \
ts a white) man* They were considered

White Sutl Beck, Black Sut Bock land

I&diaA and Easts]

law abiding, e i t i s

Sam and B i l l Beck ^aljto were half [-breed Cherokees and nephews

of Mrs* Kestermea*!

DurimgWe CiV^l *ar the Beiks end Zeke Procter serred

the anay but um^r different i l a g s . Proctor served im the

army but under different f lags . Brector served In the Federal
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i
Amy- tmd the Becks 1A the Confederate Ar*yo levertheleas,

• !
they wsra good friends until the trouble started which I

will write about. j

Zeke Proctor also i was a half-breed Cherokee Indian and

I i *
when history has granted him justice and recognition, we ahalX

know him as a picturesque mam of many good qualities* He was

reeourcoful, Belf-reliJant, bold, adjusting himself to direrse

circumstances an̂ d conditions, meeting each cheerfully, and with
confidence in himself in dangers and peri l s , by which he had

bean educated* He was a,; strong man with, a strong man*s rices*
" • ' ' i : ; f / '

Be served as s h e r i f f o f Going Snake D i s t r i c t , Cherokee Nation,

Indian Terri tory , which i s now a part of i d a i r County, Okla. ,

for a number of years* / Ha wore long black h a i r , hanging down,
typica l of h i s race* He had keen black eyes which could look

with stem, reproval f ran t h e i r depths, or with a smile t h a t

would i l luminate h i s whole f a c e . Ha always carried'a gun

bAQkled t c h i s h ip and would never s i t with h i s back

man*

any

I t was sometime during the month of February, 187£, that
v' */ i

Proctor and Kesterman began.having trouble over some stock.
. • " » * j

Proctor lived about ten miles^ from the Hildarbrand Hill*
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One morning he saddled his horse and rode over to the mil l

to talk the matter over with Kestcerman. Be bade them

the time of day and the talk drifted to the trouble about '
/

the stock. Finally, they got into a heated argument, and

i t would be impossible to t e l l a l l that was said, as I

only t e l l ing i t as I heard i t to ld , Proator, seeing Kesterman

reach for h i s gun, drew h i s own gun and fired, MrsfO Kesterman,
Jthinking that she might save her husband, rato, in between the

' ' '• * ' /

two men and the bullet intended for Kesteiman, hit her k i l -

ling her instantly, Kesterman then ran up the steps to. a

second story of the mi l l . Proctor fired two more shots at h i s

retreating figure,.shooting two "holes in the Matter's coat.

Proctor then mounted h i s horse and rode away.

Arriving at hi» home, he told what he had done. He then

sant a man to t e l l Jack Wright, who was sheriff, of Going Shake

District , of th* affair . Jack Wright lived about five miles ••"

east of Baron Creek Station, When the man delivered the Proctor

message te him, he went over and arrested .Proctor,"placed a

guard over him and reported the case fo the Prosecuting Att-

orney, .
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Cornicle Sixkillor was appointed special judge to try

the case* Om April 1572, the case was called. Proctor

was arraigned for t ra i l end while the lawyers ware, arguing,

up rode a poss of men, headed by Deputy U* S* Marshal

Owens, accompanied by Whit* Sut Beck, a nephew of Mr».

Kesterman, tfea other Becks already being there on the ground

and heavily, aimed, back in a grsTft whar» stsod. the l i t t l e
/

school house that i s known as th« Whitmire School, which wai
/'

being used on this special occasion as a court house* Jut

S Juki l ie r sat at a small table facing tha daor, which was ifo

tha east* On the Judge's la f t sat Joe Starr, Olerk of tl
/ , r>

/

Court, on th» right was Hose Alberty, Attorney for. Procto:
: / : •

Brosacuting Attorney, johnaon Spade-, sat i& front of the

Court• Proctor sat beside h is attorney, with on* of hisj

ffaards, Tom/Wfclkingstick, stand i£k by* four other guaras
' *• 7 / • |

stood around tha door on the outside, Lincoln England,/ John
tooney, John Walkingstick and Jess Shell*

/ • •

Sut Beck .seemed- to' be leading the Marshal')

ft>rce8-and with h is crowd Made for tha court house* $ut Beck

leveled a double-barreled shot gui on Zeke Proctor* / Then

.Johnson Proctor, a brother to Zeku, grabbed the gun and re-



WHITMIHB, E; H. mrBBylBif.-pODSOH, E.F.

377

ceived the ful l charge of shot in his breast, the other load
• . • • • * ' - - V /

striking Zeke/in the knee. The battle was then on and it V

would be impossible to describe the horrible and bloodyscene'

that followed. The firing of guns got so rapid that the bul-

\le£s rained like fhail in every direction, for a moment lit
•/'•' / * ' • • • I

soemed like a duel to the death on both sides, but finally the
• /'/' / ' / " v •

posBC fled before the bullets from. Proctor *s side.
// / • / "
/ When the anola of battle had cleared

ground in

front'of the l i t t l e / l o g school house was covered with the

1 /
dead'asd the wounded. Proctor had h is men, what was le f t of

them, stood victor over the scene. Nine men were killed and

two mortally wounded.

About an hour later, my mother who was /a. widow, had us

boys to hitch'a span of mules.to the wagon> drive to the scene

of battle, and with the' assistance of Pro&tor and h is men, the

dead and wounded were loaded into the wagon and taken to our
• / •

house* (The old double log house now stands near the Whitmij
/ /

Cemetery end i s now owned by Getty Whitmire. } The wounded

were carried into the house, which was converted into a tem-

porary hospital, unti l , the relatives came and took them away.
' - / /

The nine dead men were laid on our big porch<,
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The kil led om the Proctor aid* were : Johnson Proctor,

Jtose l iberty, attorney for Proctor, who was struck by a stray

bullet while s i t t ing at the Judge f s table* Andy Palone and

S i l l s foreman were both wounded in the shoulder but ^recovered.

On the Beck side, the ki l led were: Sam Beck, Black Sut

' ' ' '' I
Beck, Bi l l Hicks, Hiley Woods, George Salvage and a man named

jiardo Deputy XJ* S* Marshal Owens and Bi l l Beck were mortally

wounded and died later* Owens stated before he died that when

he and hi*

court house
nothing witl them*

My eld<

whose {lane iras "Mack*, saw the whole affair front start to finish<

The teacher

"Not guilty

After '1

terrible ba1

on the mind;

osse discounted, "the boys'1 made a

door and that he tried te stop

for the

but could do

st brother, Steve Whitmire.4 and the^scltool teacher,

had dismissed school and he and my brother had stay-

ed at court

When the excitement had somewhat died down, the sheriff took

Proctor 0Te:r to the old Sexaper home, where- he was guarded unt i l

the next day* Ee was then tried by a jury of twelve men and found

be events, above described, society was thrown into a

turmoil froii'which i t took a long t ins te recover and discuss the

t i e , which was destimed to leave a lasting iapreaaion

of »o many people*


