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When he was a young man he had some trouble with an .
Indian bey by the nsme of Palons. They quarreled and
Christie killed Palene, Christie -Q;tried in the Indian
courts end acquitted, He then settled dewr and becans &
lex abiding citizen once more. ) |

‘He was slected Exscutive Councilor of his tribe and
served ome term. In the meantime be began drinking.
¥hile im company with John Parris, who like himself, "; .~
drinking, they were halted by U. S. Marshal Maples, in
the ‘Sorth_part of Takleqush. Maples had a warrant for
Parris ana as-soon &8 Maples halted tl.lem,“Parris began to

shoot and Maples retumed fire, as stated by Christie who

claimsd tc have no gun at the time, They went back down

in town and & little later it was veported that U. S.
mw Maples was ki}'l.:.d. A writ was sworn out for ‘poth
men, Christie and Parris. To save his own life, Parris
tx-xmad State’s evidence and swore that Christie had done -

the shooting and he was turmed loose. Christie claimed

"that he had no way of proving his innocense, so he went

¢

on the scout.
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Like meny outlaws at the time he dresded the U. S.

Geﬁrts at Pt. Smith. Another U. Se Marsfml from Ft.
Snith was sent to srrest Christie and brin\g him to trial.
Christie, knowing himself to be innocent, kept fighting

| off the Marshal's forces, but finally a posse headed by
Deputy Marshal Isabell from Vinjita, ;umundo,d his homs
and set firs to his shop, thinking tc bura his bouse also
and tliat thia would cause him to run out amnd give theﬁ an
eppoi-tunity to capture him. In the msantime shots were
. being exchangsd continually, Christie shooting frem the
upper room thx}'ough a hole in tha gable. One o;‘ Christie's.

shot s struck Iaabell in the shoulder. . Isabell 's rorca
retmted, leaving tho little log house on fire, It had

caught from the shop. Soms of chriatie 's people who lived

‘near cans over to see what so much shooting was about. \
Finding the place cpparéntly deserted and the house on fire,
they ren in and leoked about and found Christie lying ups |
stairs uncons¢ious, having beoz} shot through the bi'idgo of
the nose and putting one aye out. They managed to ge\t him
downstairs and out of the house before the house was éonsumd
by the fire, Bia people and friends took him to the hills,

where thay kopt hin concealed from tho law and whon his wounds,
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ibn_a dressed &md doctored by an Indian doctor., They felt
they dare not call a white ;103tor, for fear he woulq betray
his whoreabouta as fhoro was a revard being offered ror him..f ’
‘ By some mesns, the ball was removed from-the back of ’
his hesd and in the course of tiu he recovered and came back
home and fixfding it burned down, he stood and vierwed the spot
where he came s0 near losing his life but as he was brave and
.w;n'sya ian of iron nerve, he wo;xld not give uI; hopes of a home.
He loaked around and soon decided to build .a home on a spot
not far from the old home. He %ook hi.a ax and. bogm to cut .
the. logs to build with, Som of his frienﬁs came and helped

.,

him to build the house, which was soon ready to ocoupy. He

managed to get enough houaoheld nocessities together ta :tart
\

" housekesping again. He lived ina’ very aimple way. Then

said, "Here I will stay and die betqrc._l will lot them tak.e
e aliv'e" and he was trus to his word. , g
In the meantime the government had increassd the reward
to one thousand dollars for his body, dead or alive. There
wore several attempts to capture Ch?istie alive, but were

all unsuccessful. The first attempt was made to capture him

after he had moved to his aew home, by Deputy Marshal Joe

\

\



- WHITMIRE, EiH. INTERVIEW-~BIGBY ,W.J.B.

- | v ' N
- 5 N
< ! \\

Bowers but as he slipped up to Christie's house, Christie
gaw him . stepped %o the door, with his trusty Winchester

in his hand. When Bowers saw him, he seemsd to change his

mind about arresting him apd started to run, Christie tirin&\ .
N ”

at him, claiming to be only shooting to scare him away, but \

~

the load strﬁck the Marshal in the heel, He kept running. |

AN

That made amother charge\ﬁinst Christis snd se he kept on

the scout after that, part of the tims in the hills and part

of the time at home, still sa&i » "I will die before I will
"give up to any number of men.® "I will die fighting.”

The next man who wanted to make liimself a hero by captur-
ing the notorious Ned Christie alive, was a‘young man by the

nams of John Fields. He came up to Christie’s house one morn-

-

ing while he was eating his breakfast. Somsone at table
’(pe:;'haps his wifa) seid, "There is someons coming in at the
gate.” .Christie arouse, stepped to the door with h&a trus
“#inchester in his hand, which he slwsys kept handy. When Field
saw him, he, like Bowsrs, started to run. This time Christie

aimed a little higher\lnd struck Fields im the neck dut d‘idl\\xot '

kill him, He like Bowers, kept on runnil}g. Chris}io daid not
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shoot any more, as he didnot want to k:lll him, but %o maks

him quit sneaking aromul his hﬁz\se. . This made one nore
charge against christie g ‘
Then the question with tfe cmﬁ_at e, smith was,

how they were te capture Ghri"stie. RMly they formed a
;o e.of 27 men and met at I“ayottaville, Arknnsas, where"

\thgy woere headed by Captain White. All-wers hea"ily armed
with pi“gtola and Winchesters and a small cannon, & 24 pounder,
With thk”ip. equipment o: war material and guided by Tom Johnson
and Ben é%i@t, Sr.,-they proceeded to Christie 'vs house,
Batwesn nfm \md ten o'clock at night in November 1892, the
posse marched up to Christie's lof housee Not desiring to
ventm tocS elose, thpy same up graduslly, until they apied
chriséie'a agon. Then they held council to devise' soms plan |
;tq gat up n ar the houae and at the same time be somswhat
gpmtccted £ Ghristie' s bullets, They decided to load tho
wagon in front of them near oxough to enab e then‘ to throw
:dynamite under the house, At the ssme %ims they began shooting

tho amll cannon against tha house ' hop\ing to Jmock some or

tho logs out. Christie kept shootimg ogcalyionally; The battle

i\astad all nig‘nt, one man aéainst twenty-seven.,

| .
\. - A boy by the nams of Sqldior Hair v, in the houss with

1stie at the time but 1% 'u ot kn,m wh hor he fifed a

b ot or x}ot, dur:lng the battlc. ..
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Some time the next moming, thristie finding himlelf

without leads for his gun, thov.ght he would make a duh\
for liberty. (This was about day break) He left the hou

' with his Winohester in his hend, acting as though he were '
going to shoot, The posse bogép to hide but when they
found that Christie was not shooting, they came o?t in the
open and began to shoot., Christie made ’it t@u@ the yard -
and dbegan to run along the side of a fence like a“‘foz bt;fore' .
the hounds.  The force all kept shooting the retmting tigure
and a bulle; from one of their guns ;truck Ohrists,o 1n the

“,back of the head snd he fell, %o rise no more. He was a |

| nm\x of steel and iron, who tegre;l no man. A&fter he\fell, the

force them gathered around his body, turmed him over saw

that he was dead.| They loaded him into a wagon snd took him N

to Fayetgville, as whers they were joined by Alvin Beatty,

who was. ahggirr of Kashingtoh County, Arkansas at -that time,

The Dody was then takem to Ft. Smith, Arkansas, whers it was then

Y -~ . -\ .
turned over to the U, \S. Court, Judge Isaac Charies Parker was

judge of the Western District of Arkansas (Federal Court). This

/—M | f
gourt had jurisdiction over the Indien Territory at that time,

“n. .

Ned Christie’s body was Brought back and turnsd.over to Watt

»3‘;&4\

Christie, his aged father, ror burial. It was mtomed at the

'Christie anetexgy, at tht is now knoun as Wauhillau, Oklahomse
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