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This report made on (date) - Jmuary 18 © 193 8 ¢
1; _I;T_ame' ' Thoma vells -

2. Post Office Address Kingﬁeher, Oklshomsae
. 3, Residence address (or loc%lon)

|4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month Jumne Day 26 year 1849

5 Place of birth - Memphis, Temnessee

6. Name of Father C Pﬁlace"of birth E

Other information about fether

Lad

7. -Name of Mother. ) ' - Place of birth

Other information about mother ‘ I

.,

Notes or complete narratlve by the field worker deal ing with the life.cnd
story of the rerson interviewed, Refer to Manual for susgested sub.]ects
and questions, Continue on blank sheets if nccessary and attach firmly to
this form¢ Number of shcets attached 1 3 .
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Inveatigator - &
Jaguary 18, 1938

Interview with Thomas Vells, . :
_ Kingfisher, Oklahoma. . | R

I was born June 26.;1845,and' came to Kingf.i.sh“er, or

where Kingfisher now stends,six months before the opening

of the Territary. I made the run in the opeping om April

22, 1889, and then worked in Kingfisher, doing odd joba, un-
t11 I got my own store atarted. I remember mo well tha ﬁrst
deaths we h-d. There was no Place prepared to bury them, and
they were buried in the west corner of the section 'v:herg 'King{} -
figher now stands; this was a very sad fact: Then the marshal'\' )
took it up with the Govermment and the tpwﬁ was allotted the-
forty acres where the cemstery still stamds. Bill McCartmey
set all the posts and built the fence around the cemetery, and
took care oi‘ the seding of the twenty—foo‘o lo%s for seven
dollars each. The council then had all the bodtes ’chat were
buried west of Kingfisher moved to this grounde I helped dig
most of the gregves during those picmeer days, and when I see

the n;w\eatj;x"y 1t makes me very proud or our town’s mterest,

that was one of the first things thought of by Kingfisher.



