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Daugherty, John F. - Investigstor. -
Indisn Pioneer History. . : °
Jenuary 4, 1938, ~ I

|  Interview with Joseph E. Weems. - - A

Sulphur, Oklahoma, ~

Rk

I have lived in Murray County, formerly jl'ishommgb

A

County, in the Chickasew Natian' since 18847 My father

&

wvag Henry F. Weems, born in Alabama, December 6, 1844',‘ and

It

X

!

wy mother was Lavinia Hile Weems, borm in Baltimore, Mary-
- lend, 1845, There were ten children in our family. Father .
was a farmer. I was born in Osage County, Missouri, May 18,
.-1872. Ve came, to the Territory when I was five years old,
in 1877, and settled east of Stringtom, in' the Chostaw Nl
’tlicn. My earliest reeo’lleetim.s are of the wagon loads of .
pigeons which were hauled past our house on fheir wvay o
Caddo where they were put aboard trains end shipped to the
‘easﬁe:m state; to be served on the tables of the rﬂesidéxts |
. of thoge states. These pigeénss were caught ém‘i sl;ipped by
{he thousands. The coops in whichk they i:eré caught were |
made with éoors at the tops which apem;d .b.ackward. Men
3 threv.; foed inside thess coops and tisd two 'or thr,ée. pigeons
in there. The wild pigeons flocked into these coope by the

mmdreds. They were them put into shipping coops which

i
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carried them to the euw@ mrlmta. The wild pigeons
were practically sxtinct before the Government took a

{»\-.

pand to try to preserve them, o £
~ Fathor hauled 1mber rrom the saw-mill east of : ' .

~

Stringtown to the Katy Railroed a€ Stringtomm, vzhera it

ps

was ahipped. ~ " ~ g ~
In 1884 wo moved to the Zep Turner place ‘south of

-~

Doughsrty in ‘the Chickasaw Nation! When the Santa Fe '
‘Railroad was buili in 1886, Mr. Turner receive'dgls.oo -
for"the Arighi;-of-way acroas his land, a d;stance'//Jof'agwt
two miles. - " ' .
Father raised eottan fer’ which hs received from 4 %o
. 9 cents per pound. Hs hauled his cotton to Caddo or Gaines-
ville to market in the fall He always baught enough sup-.
plieg at this '§1m§ to last a Year. He bought eoi‘fea, sug~
ar, end £lour by the barrel.: We &an'@ nesd many elothea. ‘
Thera was nd place to go to wear them except an oceasional

5

‘ ﬁ ¢church e!l.ae in a while. Everyboay wore reugh

elothos we wore each &ay. ,

1889 Father made ‘the Tun from Purcell, Chickasaw

Nakitm, to tﬁe preamt site of Norman. 'There he eml ny

! /.
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| u%elé agak;d/”é elafm, Afj;er looking them over tixey decda-
ed the lend was no account, so they rode eway 1eav1ng§than
mclaime / . i -
"I parried mlttie Earr:lson in 1894. In 1895 I worked
with the surveying gang on the DT & N.»Railroad whi?h was e
to be built Pfrom DougheFty o Atoka bo comnect the semta -
Fe and Katy lines, and, aiao to ship asphalt over. It was
neyer completed, however. fhen we got to Lehigh I heard
they were %o have an ‘Irish wake Never having attended one,
I was very eager %o have that ,ex;erience. This was the
Irish mothod of mourning for their desd. In this instance
“a cnild had dled. An IridhmAn, who worked with me ofi the
‘railroad. gang took ma alm;g with ,. When we got to the ~
house he todd mo I had better remai.nf outsids the fence, be=~
cause vhen they all got drunk they were very rough. " How-
over, I wanted to ses the whole thing through, so 1 sbepped -
into ths house. In one eornsr of a room Lay ‘the dead child
in 1%s coffin. In the center of_the ToUm Was & table oo
wb.icﬁ stood several empty glasses &ndwa ‘pitobar &hi;l_my.
There was quite a crowd there, and they were all drinking,
both men and women. 7"Slim", the man u!gom‘ 1. accampanied

there, told me fhat I must drink with them or they would .



| - 143

WEEMS, JOSEFH E.  INTERVIEW. _ 958¢ A
ade ‘ A
‘be sugry. I pretended o drink, and so 1@ "Slim". ¥e "

‘aidn’t want to become intoxicated bscause we h..d coms to
be onlookers and we didn't care to be\mixeq\ up in the
“fizhts which would inevitably follow. "Slim" told me I
had bgtter gét outsicié mm;n they began to get noisy. I |
tried o get him to|eome along with me, but ho insisted

. that bgﬂcould take care of himself. Finally one-fellow
struck snother on the chin snd the fight was ou. I wab
watching through $he cpezL window, and I saw somebody s{;riké .
"S1lim” on' the side of the head. Down he went. and it e
seaned that they all tmigd tc-pile on 1m at .the same time.
- Poor "Slim"i ‘He Jush eouldn’t géi; UPo Tkiei.kept .pougding
him amm; I couldn't.stand it any longer, and started to-
go to his aid, when Wo larger boys ‘seid they would go in
. ‘and help him out of l;d.s diffi(mltya They crowded through
his assailants and asslsted "S1im ton his feot., He Segan
hitting furiously, and rén and women fell to the floor as
. 4f shot. as he came through the door ha hit a fgt.wcman
~on the .jaw, end she fell into the yard, rolling over two
or three times. He came to me and esaiié, "Let's get away

from here." I was ready. I héd seen all of this free-

for-all fighting I cared to. l‘he next morning "Sli.n(

- .
!



was a sight to behold. Both eyes were black, end e had

. several skinned places on his facg, The boss, who'was
Irish, alsoy q;r?;ainly,did" ga}&e a. iieéi‘ty lgt;gh when he
spled Slim. They mever fought with guns, clubs or knives.
Th;air ﬂsté were their only Q{eapons, buf they certainly
did make use of. them. I've'often\thpught rwhat{ a quser way

that was of mournjng for a loved one who had passed on.

"
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