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| Interview with , -
®Ella Wer~-que-wg .
Cache, Oklahoms T

1 live southeast bf.Caghe‘about 8ix miles. This

“is & very dark world to ﬂé; ag [ am blind, but I have ' .
good relatives and a baby girl about two months old, —
Years and years ago, my mother told me that there -
L. -8 o~ 8 o

was an Indian camp where Lake Lawtonka is now. we lived

there. ‘he only schooling was taught us at home. rhere

wereno churches close.
. . /—\ - ) ~
The name of the Wichita moungains originated from

~e

a settlement of Wichita Indians. A great sport among

o

" the in@ians was to kill buffélo end deer. The buffalo

hides were used ‘as covers on beds and also used for

_ trading. gy .

. Many times the soldiers have driven;oq;%ggziia

away, but the arapahoes were worse than the soldiers.

-~

Indians used to go to the mountains for burial;

- e i ity s

then & cemetery was_located Whers the—tort-Sidtl-Alrpordu. .. _

18 now located. ‘'Ihen the remains were placed in the

LEERN

1ittle ‘Mission Cemetery north of Lawton.



WER-QUE~WA", rLLA- INTERVIEW 7 9399 34 4 ’

«

-2 -

-

Mr; Dsyofﬁas.a great man, pr. Gilbert is a.good -
man too. I like to go to Deyo Kiasion whenever I can.

My husband reads the Sunday School lesson to mee

Many years ago the Indians just had one name.

The father .and mother carried separaté rares., ‘fhe

children could use either namg they préféerred. when
the Government started to paying the Indians, they

'were given names such as John, Jemes, Eunice, Ruby

_—

and 7dith but the Indian could carry either the

father's or mothsr's ;ame « 8 ometime the name is short-

ened, as, Tippiconnlc John Tipp.

-

-

Cne time an indlan went down into Texas. He
bought himself-a gun, Not. knowing anything‘of guns, hp:_

accldenially shot his hand. Soon he cume home and as s

the Indians always felt toward mp. £byo (our first mrn-

i'ster in this country) as our God and ourfdoctor—~th&s
Indisn man went to ir. Deyo to dress. his hand, s taying'
vunuunroundudhahchuxgh for_a few days until his hand was batter.

_ e | i aa

As his hand was belng dressed once, kr. Deyo sald "] think

you need a hdircut," and he cut the Indiads hair off. The

+ Indian took the haircut joke good—nathredly3<put soon let
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hig nair groﬁ'IOng,fand today it is still worn long.

, In the early days here‘when rations were issued,

&
3 P

after schools were established, the Government.wouldn't

- issue any rations if the indians didn't.send their

v oA

children to school, and they were punished if heard

°

speaking the Indian language. This was to bring them

closer to civilization, causing them to férget their

Indian ways. ° ° : ’
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