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Interviéw with "
Thomas Wells, Y
g Checotah ;, Oklahoma,

Frank P. Wells,-ome 6f the oldest settlers in Mo-
Intosh County, ﬁgs vorn.in Greene éounty,~lllinois.
Yy father was William I.. Wells and my mother-ﬁas iMartha
Lo Phillips., To this union were born Frank Pl, nguel,
Mery and John. |

My father wes boran in Greene Q?%gty, in Chio.
¥illiem L. Wells was a farmer. He served: in Gompan& Hy
Ninety First Illinois Infantry, as Se@rgeant of “the Com~
pan}. tHe took pa?t in many engagemen%s in the south-
e§stérn part of Fﬁe United States and was captured'dur~
‘ing the first-battle in which he participated, being
held a priéoner~for some time. He also had a brother
in the Union Army, Captain Joseph Welés.'

Soqn after the War Mr. Wells moved to Texas'vhere
his wife éied in 1871 near Denton. He remain;d'there
one year and moved with his family, to the lndian Terri-

tory, He cettled first at Webbers Falls, and in 1873

came to what is now. MeIntosh County.
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: Frank P. Wells was educated in Greene County public

-

schools,and went to Texas’with his fatifar and.from there
to the Indian ‘Territory ‘and remainea some time. He then
engag;d in farming about eight miles sdufhéésg,of Ghec%taﬁ |
on a creek which later was called ﬁel}s Creek apd empties

into Sarr Creek esast of“Onapa.

-

At the time he first came fo this community there
were very few white men. The land was élmostﬂentirely
settled by full~b199d éreek Indiens. Thg:land was taken
up with horse and/;attle ranches, and the wild geme was
plentiful, such as deer, turkey and pfairie,éhicken.

oometimes & bear or panther was seen in that vicinity.
Mr. Wells was among the first to set out an orchard on
his place whigh consisted of sapple , peé%h %,ﬁand ﬁear'

trees, which were bought from a nurseryin Tennessee,
Some of the fruit he placed on the market at Checotah

and what he didn't consume at home he gave to his neigh-
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Farming was carried on only on a small scale and

the inhabita%té in most settlements were honest peace-

able citizens dnd but 1little whiskey‘yas "hoot-legged"
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into the territory. When the old timers thought they needed
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» g drink they had the following variety to choose from,"J§~
maica Ginger, P;runa, Hostetter‘Bitters; Beef %ine and Iroy,
" lemon and vénilla extracts thch were sll aboﬁt ninet&-fi;e
7per cenf ?lcohol and could be pé&phased at any drug store;
Fop’msny years twenty~five acées was a large tract to
cultiv?te and most of the people did not raise enough corn
to feed their feams; but stock did.not suffer aé there ﬁas
plenty to ea£ on'the range, green cane and grass in the
boétom lends almost &ll winter,
“re houses wer; built of logs 'with dirt and stick
chimneys, puncheon floors and claphoard roofs,
In April 1873 iir. Wells married Liddi; He Davis,

'daﬁghter of William and Sallie Holt Davis. Ir. Davis was

a fullblood Creek Indian and his wife was white.



