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Field Worker's name Anna R, Barry.

This report made on (dat^) August- 24, 1937. * 193

1. Name Mary 0. Weasel.

2. Post'Office" Address El Reno, Oklahoma.

3. Residence address (or location) 400 North Choctaw Street.

4. DA?F, .OF Sim1!]:

5. Place of Lirth

Ane 19 -Year 1851.

Delaware-County, Ohio.- , .

6. Name of Father Samuel.Perry Place of birth Cincinnati, Ohio.

Other information about fath

7. Name of Mother, Elizabeth P< ry. Place of birth Dayton, Ohio. ,

Other "information about mother

Notes or complete narrative V.v the field worker doal?.rK v?ith the life
and'story of thrf person int<.-rvi ̂;;ed. Rei er to i.'auual for suggested,
subjects and questions." Oontiime on blank sheets if-necessary ar.d
attach firmly to.this form. Kur.ber of sheets attached 6 •
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Anna It; Barry,
Field"Worker•

A BIOGRAPHIC SKETCH.

From a personal interview with the
'subject, Mrs. I.Iary C. Weasel, El Reno.

I was born ia Dels war e\ County, Ohio, June 19,

1851. i«y mother .died when Mwaa three years old, and

I went to live with my aunt, who lived a short distance

froi;/my father's home. I can reneiiib̂ 1 when I was a
i
i

child about six years ,of'age.

One morning about ten o'clock, some one gave our *

door a rattle. I.:y aunt went to the door. There stood ">

an1Indian woman. How frightened I was. I stood .close

to my aunt, part of the time hiding und^r her large tie

apron. The woman couldn't speak English. She made

signs that "she wanted" some corn meal. iVhen she cane in

-, our yard, she placed her baby, which was about nine

months old, on the ground under a .shade tree in the yard.

'AS my aunt started to the door with' the cornneal,, she

• gave a loud scream,.' We saw a .wild hog' carrying off the

baby. */e ran -out aftSr the ho/*, but it was soon lost

in the bushes. My uncle got on-a'h-orse, «nd tried to

"' , •

follow it, but we never coxild find the child. Of course
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it was eaten by the ho^. & shall never forget the-

look on the Indian woman

She ran out in the yard,

fs face, when she' saw the hog.-

fell dorm upon the ground,

and began to givs the most terrible moans end groans.

She then took a lar<*e knî fe from a belt she wore and

started slashing herself.> The Indians in a nearby camp

had he-ird hex cies, and came rushing toward our house.

My aunt felt very afraid, they looked so sevap-e. She

had a hard time getting them to understand wh;-t had

. became of the child, as they thought]ne had harmed it-.

The Indians then carried the v/otnan back to camp. This

happened in about 1857. I -don't know of*what tribe the

Indians were.

At the age of fourteen, my'father, sent ;ae to a

school for girls in Cincinnati,- Ohio, .1 stayed at this

school until I was nineteen.

.̂ In 1671, I married.- \7e "had two boys, one nine years

*; .
old and one twelve. When we separated in 1883, my t

husband to k.our .oldest son, o-nii I, the >oungest.

In'1383, or 1884, L came to the Indian Territory on

ay-stage doach. We'came to Haldw£,ll, Kanses3then on to.

c
it

•V
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Darlington. I worked as a cook for &gent J, D. Miles,

'receiving $40.00«per month for ray work, and our board

and room. When I first came, Darlington • boasted one

brick building, a school, and an' old stone building

which served £s the commissary. //

Fort Reno was established a few years before I

came to Indian xerritory as a protection for the

Darlington agency on the North Canadian from the up- •

risings of the Oheyennes and ̂ rapshcgs. A numBer, o?" ^

ti;es agent" Miles sent word to Fort Reno «nd Fort Sill

for military aid. The Oheyennes were w.tched more than

the Arapahoes. When *•' fifst came to Darlington there

were* about fifteen hundred Indians ..camped in and around'

there-?"' Sometimes they became angry and in an ug

mood because' of the shortness of rations.^.If the young

braves rode into the agency and 'their" demands fOr ' '

additional rations were refused /they were anarry.'

• • ' x ' '
Wy sor. and I often went down to the North'Canadian

• -'' y . '

River., It delighted him to see the squaws carry the Indian

bucks on their- ba^ks across the river. A squaw would take
* i

off. her rnocoasias /and get**tip close to the bank. The
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buck would get on her back / and she would slow]

take him across. I often patched 'the squaws as they
/' /

carried a bucket of water in each hand and a baby on
/ I r /

thfcir back, nt the beef ^Issues, x have s^en a squav//
throw a quarter of beef Upon her horse's back, /then ,

/ , •

-climb upon the horse,, sit upon the meajt, and Bide toward

' ' ' I f

camp. / i
/ /

One way they had of cooking their meat,, was to dig

a hole in the gr.ound about two feet deep end about thr^e

feet wide. They would build a f ire in th is hole, then

le t the. f i re die down unt i l no thins; was .lpf* but the' I \l
coals. They put big chtmkjs of meat on these cos$.s, turn-

ing them over and over, with large forked sticks. They
usually covered this meat with a mud mape bfkshes and

• ' ' / - [
water to'prevent «if from burning. The/IndianspLiifed

' / 'their meat very rkrt^ . / . • '
\ - */ •

The Indians in these early days /buried- their dead
\ '

on what was known as a crov; scaffold^ . Phis

burial took place anove the- ground to protect the body

from wolves and coyotes. The Indians set up four forked

poles .across from one\ to the other' in order to make a

platform. The dead boay was trapped in a buffalo skin
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or heavy _> thick canvas, I never did firt&i'out-'feow they

got the bod,, upon the platform, but I have-passed by

'many of the^e burial spots. The body would be tied

down to these poles >v large ropes. The children

/ \were usually buried in t r ees . ,1 once passed a tree on
\ i \ • •

• the l\orth Canadian ftiyer,\ ond was to ld 'an Indian baby
\was buried \there. 3ruph a\nd sticks h^d been placed in

the fork of\a limb, i t resA-ibled a crows nest, but we

oould olain'ly see the i lank^ts In which the child was
'A \" \ \ : 1 \ ' ••
trapped, 'another way ilhe Indians buri'ed their dead .

\
was to' place a" long polb frdmlone tree to another, and

hang a corpse by the f^ t - snd head to this pole.

Before these Indians adooied v;hite men's weapons

• \ ' • ~ \ \

the;, used bows a;nd arrows, war> ̂ lubs «RC -knives. They
\ ' \\

deDended imstlv uoon fish and MaUe' for food1, thev culti-
/ • •'••" I ' ' • • < ' :

rated some vegetables, naize and rorn, "% • /

i% cold vveather they wore shi r ts and leggings

as well as no"casir\s. ' ^ut during the su~jner the men

stripped to a breech clout anu mo-?casins. The women
\ - v /?^r

- wore calico dresses «nd moccasins. ' -/A."'*?
\ '-*?'•}{"

./hen an Indian madly or. fa.-rilies were'without •
' " ' ' \ " '

.shelter the wen of th^~-caiu£__or vil lage ejected a hut or
It • •>!
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- tepei for them. If a hunter failed to secure game, Jf.

others shared t h e i r ^ c i l l with him.- If h is crop fa i led,

maize .and other food were supplied from the more • >
, ' ' -9* "«

- fortunate members of the t r i b e . * ^n Indian could enter

any°house at 'any time and seat himself, and vA thout a

w-ord being spoken, ..food would be placed before him.

In 1S90, I married Charles Weasel^ who had stakeclfc

a clairir in 1889. 1 had" never" lived on a farifi, so we

sold'our claim, bought two*lots at ^hoctaw Street in

El rieno -and buil t , a four room house. I t i s forty- ^

five years 'old, nd ^ an s t i i i living, i n i t , but alone

now. Mr. .rteasel passed away seven years, ago.


