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Field Worker's name ____Anna R, Barry,
1 . .
This report made on (daté) August- 24, 1937. ¢ K 193
.. \)‘\ , *
1. Neme __ >, Mary C. Weasel,

2. Post”0ffice Address El Reno, Oklahoma.

3. Residence address (or location) 400 North Choctaw Street.

\ A ’
4, DATE JF BIRTH: lonth June —— Day 19 -Year 1851,
5. Place of tirth ‘ Deiaware~00unty, Ohios .. ]
6. Name of Father _ Samuel Perry ~ Place of birth Gincinnati, Ohio.
Other information abouﬁ'fatrenmm -

VN

-~

7. Name of Mother. Elizabeth Perry.

. —

. -

Other Information about mothor

-
- ro— e —— —p

Piace of birth Dayton, Ohio

Motes or complete narrative tv the Tield worker deailry with the life
and “story of the purson inturvi-ued. Aerer to {"anval f'or suggested .
subjects and cuestions.” Contiunue on hiank shects if necessary and

attach firmly to.this form, Nurber of shects =zttached 8 .
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Anna R, Barry, ' . ) -
Field Worker. )

A BIOGRAPHIC SKETCH.

‘\ From a personal interview with the
‘subject, lirs. lLary C. Weasel, El Reno.

v
,;,' s,

I was born i Delaware\County, Ohio, Juhe 19,

1851, iy mother,died when {\was three years old, and
. ' e

I went to live with my aunt, who lived a short distance

»

fron‘my father's home. I can renenbey vhen I was a
| :

’

chiid about six years,of’age.

One morning about £en o’élock, SQme one gave our a
door a rattle, Iy aunt went to the door. There stood >
an Indien woman. How frfghtengd I was. I Stood .close

to my a&nt, part of the time hiding under her large tie
‘ .

The woman couldn't speak inglish, _She made

3

signs that she wanted some corn meal. ¢hen she caue in

apron.

3 t

our yard, she placed her baby, which was about nine

v

months 0ld, on the ground under a‘shaae tree in the yard,

‘A8 ny aunt sterted to the door with the cormmeal, she

¥
¥

gave a loud scream,” We saw & wild hog carrying off the

~ baby. e ran ‘out aftér the hor, but it was soon last

in the bushes. My uncle got on. a'horse, =nd tried to

follow it, but we never could find thevchild.‘-Of course
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it was eaten/by the ho%. I shall iever forget the-
lookx on the Incian woman's face, when she saw the hog.

13

She ran out in the yard, fell down upon the ground,

-

and began to give the most terrible moens &nd groauns.

She then took a large knife from a belt she wore and

starped slashing herself;\ The Indisans in 8 neérby camp “
had he=srd her C‘ieS? and cams ruéhing towafd_our house,
Ly aunt felt very afraid, they lookeﬁ S0 suvara, She~
had a hard time getting them to understand wh:t had
becams of tﬁé child, as they ihoughqne had harmed ity

the Indicus thenlearriqd the woman back to camp. This

£y -

happened in abou{ 1857. I -don't know of -what tribe the

x

-

Indians were.

_ At the age of fourteen, my father. sent e t0 a SR

school for girls in Cincinnati, Chio, I stayed at this

school until I was nineteen. ) ‘.

IS

» In 1871, I married. Ve ‘had two boys, one nine years

——
. w,

0ld eand one twelve. Wheﬁ{ﬁe separated in 1883, ny ,

‘husband to-k .our pldest son, and I the youngest. .

HIn’1883, or 1884, I.came to the Indian Territory on
. .

a stage doggh.\‘We'came tg faldwzll, Konses,then on to.

ons

’,
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Darlington. I workéd as a cook for @éent Je ﬁ.‘@iles,
*receiving $40.00-per month for my wark, and our board
end room. Y¥hen I first came, Darlingtor - boasted one

brick buflding, a school, and an old stoné building,
: A

which served gs the commissary. ,

e

’

Fort Ren¢ was established 2 few yearé before I

came t0o Indian *erritory as a protection for the

.
~

Darlington agenay' on the North "anadian from the up- -
Nt v

risings of the Theyennes and <rapshcgs. A numBeq\ofi .
ties agent liles sent word to Fart Rens snd Fort Sill - e

for military aid. The “heyennes were w.tched more than &7

the arapahoes. When L' fifst came to Darlingion there C T

were' about fifteen hundred Indians camped in snd around:

Id

~

* ther®i Sometimes they became engry end in an uely

mood\hecause'of the shortness of ratxons.{.I? the young

- o

o ’

braves rode into the egency and ‘thefr” demends for

.
s \

additional rations were refused  they weré angry.’
liy sor. and I often went down to the North -Canadien

. . -_“(’ ’1.- i
River., It QSlightedlhfg to see the syuews carry the lpdian

il ’

bucks on ﬁheir-Qaéks across the river, A squaw would teke

14

Off. her mobcégins ;’and ge%éup close to the bank. The
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~c¢limb upon the horse, sit upon the meﬁt and gﬂde tqward
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their B@ck. at the beef ﬁssues i have sren

throw a guarter of beef 7pon her horse's bac< then !

'

camp. o / /

/ ) -~
One way they had of cook{pg their meaty was to dig

, - J
a hole in the ground acout two feet deep cgd about three

feet wide, They would build & fire in thi hgle tben
, -
let the flre die down until nothine was left but the

Y

coals., rT‘hey put oig chungs of meat on these 00\;5, turn~-

\
e

/s
ing them over and over, with large forkqd stioks. They j

usually covered thlS meat with a mud naﬁe of}shes %nd i

water to prevent~;f from burring. The Indianspixe

thelr meat very rare, . - ! \

. The Indians i
IR / ' ’ |
a erow scaffoldg . T‘his

. ) /

burial took place above the ground to protes 't the body ‘

on what was knowvn a

!
1

from wolves and coyotes. The Indiqhs set up four forked

poles across from one to the other in order to meke a

7 platform. The dead bo_y was wrapped in & buffalo skin

these early daysv%uried-their dead {
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or heavy,thick canvas, 1 ﬁever did fiq%%&ut'how they

got the bod. upon the platform, but I have -passed by

7

’

»\many of fhe#é'burial spots. The body would be tied N

! ) ' /

dom to ﬁh§se poles .it% lafge ropes. The children

sgre usua;ﬁy buried i

- the korth Canadian Ri erf vnd was told 'an Indian baby

/

i
//’

"y

was buried\there. Brush apd sticks hu«d been placed in

¢
t : ‘ .

the fork of'\a limb, it|resdubled a crows nest, but we

5

.

was to olace a' long oolb frck\one tree to another, sid

v

could pléihl{ see the

ﬁranped. .another way he Ibdl&qs buried their dead (

v

'lancqts in which the ch ld was j

§
\

et

\

° heag a corpse by the fe?t,anq head to this role. w

the;

- ’ \ . { e
epended mastly %pon fish and gale for foed, they culti+

« - N 3
ated some vegetables, nsize and -rorn, ; . x

as well as mo~casins.
stricped to a br-ec

. Wore calico dresses

’

T———— .

's:,
-
vhen an Indien a“aly or.fe.alles were w1thout
shelter the ien of the~c illage enected % hut or ’
/ -..; ‘.«*:\pﬂ —\: ‘ a\//‘ sy

Sefore these Ingians adoiﬁed white men's weapons
: ‘ - L ‘
used bows 4nd arrows, war: tlubs spd xnives. They

\ '

>

et - 1

i ‘ f A ‘ ’ (3
deather they wore shirts .cdad lesgings |

Y

Juring cold

’
T

"2yt -during the suzmer the men

. B
- . -

clout and mo-casins, hquo nen

7 Ny

S?

P
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, S
:nd moccasins. ‘ L .
o };

2 sf’

trees. .1 once passed a tree on  °
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- tepeé for them. If a hunter failed to secure game, il

others shafed theirexill with him: If his erop fa;ledn

’

.9 “ , . f
maize ,and other food were supplied from the more
P . : k- -

. fortunate members of the tribe.. an indian could enter

o - <
£ 17T 0d
< 0

any House at ‘any time and seat himself, ahd « thout a

word being spoken, .food would be placed dpefore hii,
a. [ 2 ‘
In 1890, I married Cherles ieasel; who had stakedie
. .
a claiir in 1889, I had- never lived on a faru, so we

sold 'our claim, bought two'lots at “hoctaw Street in

El feno-and built, a four room house, It is forty- 95

-

" five years'eold, nd - am st living in it , but alone
| ]

. 5 ,
now. Mr, reasel passed away seven yesrs, Eg0.
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