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LEE WELDON, (Cherokee)

907 South %rd. Street, - : “
Muskogee, Oklahoma.

Interviev - August 16, 1977,

Indian-Pioneer History ) S
Jas. S. Buchanan, Field worker. '
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T (Lee ueldon} wes born in slabamé: in 1840,
[ , ' .
My fether and mother were Bob and Nennie Roberts,
slaves, owned by & plentmtion ojerator and slave holder

by the name o;,Hérry ¥adden. 1 was reured in-slavery,and . -

[}

‘11ke all other slaves, never had a-chance for any education,
' ’ N

nothiftg but work. 1 was about twenty-three years of &ge

e

when 1 was set frse.

o

‘Jhen I was & boy, my. master moved his family and-all
his slaves from alabema to T'exas, &s many other slave owners
did, and started a plantation near Red River, and we remain-

ed there until emancipation.
My master weas not a bad man and treated his slaves

better than the average slave owner, but he would punish

. fal ]
the slaves when they wers disobedient. 1 have seen slaves

-
-

attempt.to escepe from the plantation and the dogs would ‘be

put on their trail and they would be trailed down like they

.

were & wiZd animal, brought beck .end punished by WHIiEPIBGq cvnem e

them with a bull whip. 1 have . seen many/Ef them whipped

-
-
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when I was & boy and 1 never tried to escape, My mother,
being & kind and obedient half Clierokee wonien, always -
taught me it was best to be obedient, which I was and I,

never was punished but was treated very kindly.

aAfter 1 was m&dg free 1 married Ellen Neals. Twelve

children were born to us, two of whom,Lillie Belle and
Jgseph weldon, are now Yiving., Lillie belle married Na-

»%neniel Campbell &nd €0 tfem wes born.one ehild, Blench

- 7

. S ]
Campbell, who married lcKinley Oliver ‘of Muskogee,
£ ) - ‘ ; A :
I lived in Texss urntil 1894 when I moved witgnmy . e

o

fanily to the Indian Territory and settled near Tahlequah
7

- where I lived for awhile and engaged in ferming. Loving-

frou thet v1cinity; 1 filed on & cleim near the-little town

of Greenwood and Tvsd—there until the death of hy wife in

v

1903, o
,ﬁAftér_%he-éeazh_pf'my wife, my children were glaced
in homes of felatives and otlers, and . returned to Texas
for sorie tiwe, then came back to the Indian Territory. ufter
o\ wffé died~1,could never meke anolher home, 1 never found
another vho could take ler ;f%ce so never married again,
‘1n my declining years 1 am blessed with ﬁheeggmpaniﬁn- X

ship &nd kindly care ofmy oﬁly daughter and my granddaughter,

' Blanch Campbell.



