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LEE WELDON, (Cherokee)
907 South 3rd. St ree t , -
Muskogee, Oklahoma.
Interviev/ - August 16, 1937.
Indian-Pioneer History
Jas. 3 . Buchanan* Field Worker.

•I (Lee .'ieldon) wes born in «labara&; in 1840.-,

My fa ther and mother were Dob and Kannie Roberts ,

s laves , owned by a plantat ion- oj erabor and slave holder

by the name ot, Harry Ea4i|en. I was reured in- slavery,and .

^lKe a l l o the r s l aves , never had a-chance for any education,
-> • '

otothiHg- but work. 1 was about twenty-three years of age

when 1 was set free.

When I vjas a boy, nay, roaster moved his family and-all

his slaves froia Alabama to Texas, as many other slave ovmers

did, and started a plantation near Bed- River, and we remain-

ed there unt i l emancipation.
- • • «

My master was not a bad man and treated his slaves

better than the average slave owner, but he would punish

the slaves when they were disobedient. 1 have seen slaves

attempt.to escape from, the plantation and the dogs would "be

,put on the i r t r a i l and they would be t ra i led down l ike they

were a wild animal, brought back .and punished by jvtiigpkiHH. <-?

them with a bull whip. 1 have-seen i-iany o'f them whipped
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when I was a boy and 1 never t r ied to e"scape# |Ay mother,

being a kind and obedient half Cherokee woman, always

taught me i t was best to be obedient, which I was and I*,

never was punished but was treated very kindly.

After 1 was made frere 1 married Ellen Neals. Twelve

children were born to us, two of whom,Lillie Belle and

Joseph */eldon, are now l iv ing. L i l l i e bel le married Na-

t h a n i e l Caiapbell and <to tlrem .'WES born.one atiild, Blanch

Campbell, who married McKinley Oliver'of Mu&kogee.

I lived in Texas "until 1894 when I moved with ny

family" to the Indian Terri tory and set t led near Tah3equeh

v-here I lived for awhile and engaged in farming.. Moving'

froia thfat v ic ini ty , 1 fi led on a claim near the-'li-ttle town

of Greenwood and t^F3tt""there unt i l the death of ny wife in

190*. . v _

_ _., . _~After-^ie-4eail t_pf my wife, ray children were placed

in homes of re la t ives and others , 'and A returned, to Texas

for sone time, then came back to the Indian Terr i tory , .after

-' my wife died I.could never make another home, I never found

another who could take her ^iace so riever niarried again,
>.

'In my declining years 1 am blessed with tfhe companion-

ship and kindly care of-my only daughter and ray granddaughter,

Blanch Campbell.


