WELCH,

"0SLES

o L
INTERV LW

INDEX uhRDS : e
Fon& Vayne
~Theroks® umignatlon
Sherokee Sheriffs
- Tahlequgh
LeXe<Proctor
G01ngsnake Court douse
Judge alberty
‘Belle Starr
United States Marshals

WP
.

Squatters .

7161



_ WELCH, MOSES.’ INTERVIEW. ~ ~ . 71él,
A Y hnd 8. -~
‘ : S Foim A-(S-149) DIV
BIOCGRAPIIY FORM ' . ‘
WORKS FROGRESS ADMINISTRATION
Indian~Pioneer History Project for Oklahouma

 Ficld Workor's name ' Thopaton
' This report made on (date) | ‘ ;{lgust 13" ' e 193 7 ;
1. ' Name ' vgelch. Moses |
| *’;,Poqt Ofi‘ico""*Af{ﬁruss mah“l;&'q;lah 0]:‘3“‘ oma 5" L
;“3.' Re:ﬁsidence address (or c.LLoca\tio/n) A | e | ‘
4, DATE 015: ;mm%: Month P Day 19  Yeax ']“‘gghg
54 Pigée of bi’rtl; 350004 onombal L. wiles north of 01d 3“::

. ' ) h o Wayni

where is now Watts, Oklahoma.

_6.“ Na*«\e.o”f Fa'thervwhﬁ . PlSCb of blr’éh Georgia
o Ofher information: about father Egiggateg from Ggszxgna ahead o Ihn
7 Nla?dla?‘ Rro!('. Lizzie Downing Placo oi b:rth Near Pt ~Wing

Ot

her information about mother Jawmm‘

o —
o -

Notes qr complete narrative by the field worker dealing w#ifh the 11{‘9 and
story df the werson interviewed, Refer to Manual for susested subjects |
and qugstions, Continue on blank. shects if nccessary and uttach firmly to

this forme Number of shcets attached 11

. . N -
% . e - . «



.. . S ~ 218
WELCH, MOSES:  -INTERVIEW. - . 716l

: ¥ylie Thornton )
Interviever 5 . . .
. August 13, 1937 '

The Marly Life of Moses Welch. = -
)

I wzs born near ft.wayne, Indisn Territory, on
: _—— :
January 10, 1883. This old Fort was located about two
apd one half miles noith of what is now Watts, Oklahoma.
1his rort was abandoned along about the same time

Fort Givson was, or ssems to me as if it was just before, -

An“oddfiﬁing to me is it never is mentioned by the old

g

settlars égy more. My father came from the state of

hﬁegggié ahead . of the rggg;ar foréed drive of the Cherokees,

iou ;;‘all the Cherokees were allowed %0 sell‘out'any-
thing th;;\aiﬁéd\énd prepare to make this trip over hers
{n any way they wished. Those that failed to take this
opportunity were lgter féfced ?o léaye their property
and come anyway:they copld and use any means fhey had for
transportation. Mgffathnr'é father, og;mj grandfathef'S‘u |
name was Sam Welch. He stayed with his ;ld home iﬁlgeo;gia'
to the laet;pinute hoping something would happeniéhd_pa .
wpuld be sllowed to stay with his hamé hﬁ&xﬁroperty. Fi-

l -
nally he was forced to leave his. home and property and
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conme to this country. My rather and, grandfather told
of many hardships they endured on their long trek to
their new homes, bad road , NO bridges, bad weathor,

storms; etc.. Hardships ere great and worst of all

vas the sickness on the $Oad. There was no place or.

tima to stop to care for the sick and to bury their dead.
+ Heart rending scenes toek place of mothers leaving graves
of their children to never view the ‘places again.,

My father settled /about two and one half miles north, . —

: f - :
of Ft. Wayns on the Illinois River and today the place is -
- N 1‘ o .
known as the old walcw Fexm., ' | X

" !The Fort Place o
¢ N )

Leatha Foreman settled on_thelground’which once was
the location of old %t.Whyna After itspabandonment and
at allotment time James McGoy allotted the place and to-
day it is known as the Ft.ﬁ%yneplaco. -Also it is called‘
the %aatha Ioreman place ’ but I notica the younger genw

‘ergfion call it the McCoy placo.
: in - ) kées of Parents.

- My father died February 8, lgéq,gt the dge of fifty-

—
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three years. He was \born in Georgia in 1847, and .was

“buried in the ﬁaitist\bemetery about. two and one half

milee north- of ﬁeatvill o« My mother's ege I do not -
\
Y

4
 know exactly, but she was about the same age as my fa-'

ther, and was born -near our old home plﬁce. She died

on July -the fourth, 1900 oq the same year. She ia'

buried near the old Welch Farm in a family cemetery.

element of the old settlera and I cmn give \you a few

TN
-and these boys were hidden at the barn and killed Wa h.Lee ¢

: LaWe.‘ \

My family figured promlnontly in the law and order ‘

s
\ f

names of those who Were connectéd with law Qnroreement.~
Some of the sheriffs befére,1894 were: Tom Welchj o

ash Lee, Zetﬁ Proctor, Newt Morton, and Sanders. " Tom

'Welch 1s living today near Watts dnd should be 1nter-f

viewed by gome of your men, wash L2ss was ambushed axd

\
killed at‘his home by the two Qualls Boys near the Liddie

\

Lee Springs- north of Westville., He had come hom and

pulled his aaddle off of his horse and laid his guns on

the, porch. -He had led his saddle horse down,to the lot

N L

(3
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and ¥ was ‘aYine hanging‘I thoaght. \

- -t

I don't thi thore_pver was an officar“of the
law ‘away back there “that didn't have to kill someone
to protdect hims;lf. |
I want to talk some a Lt Zeke Prodtor. I can

teil you something of historié l’interest about‘éqké,
and tpis‘is some of it. In 1862 Zeko heardqua

éan Ex the name of Helderbran was telling his neighbors
~ that he, Proctor, had stelen some of his cattle. Zeke
.| went oi@r to his house to talk to him about the matter

}iﬁd an arg&mént ensued and ﬁibfﬁeldérbran feached for -

his gun over his front doors ’Zeke pulled his Winchester - ~

\

L.

out- of its case on the saddle, and then ‘Zeke saw Helder-

bran's wife jump in froﬁt of him to keep Zeke from shoot-\

I af erwaggs saw these two boya hung in Tahlequah,/a.

e e o Ty

. ing Helderbran. Zeko realized that lederbran vas not

\ -

hindered from shooting him so he just shot the-woman

2,

dowg, killing them bo@h., You see Mrs, Helderbran 'was
: \
LR sister to the Back-Boys and this was tne thing that

. started the Prébtpr and Beck War; Zeke Proctor was on
- - - -"’T__,;a"" - .
P

N e e

i
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trial for his Iife at the old Goingsnake Court House,
then located about a mile north of the now new Ohpistie

School house on Highway 62 and on Peecheater Creek. The
trial judge.on this case was old' Judge Alberyy, the fa; .
ther of:Judge Blue Alberty, the man whom you knew so . —
well.,’Just as the jury came inzxné pronounced théir’
decision as~"not guilty" ecme one paased word of the

verdict 0 admeone on the sutside, and all the Beck Boys

$

and their friends and kinsmsn rushed in tﬁ;\door, and

- : b4
began shooting.ﬂ They meant ta kill- Leke Ptoctor but

- - a

Zeke must have expected somethlng and so ha*grabbed L}
¢

~~ Winchester out of- thefhanda of the Zuard neqrest “to-him~. -

. &and_began shootingﬁwgith greqt accuraqy. Whien the smoke

o N\

cleared_away there we%e .aeleién' dead men on the floor J

akd on the ground and Zeke Proctox walked out of Going-

\ sna e Court House 2 live man and a free one. He got on .

qn oy

his 1nstrggtion§\as to what to do about thef ~

“ : A P r
D aad - 7 2
. . ~ .
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farm and stock and kissed his wife and children'

\
bade them gooﬁbya foreyer, thinking Yo would never

hee thom again. ° Eb then galloped off on Faithf/l .- -

’

through the woods. to avoid meeting anyone who might

ber aeeking vengeance, He rode/éll evening and ‘all

-

night ‘that first ﬁight,Jﬁst as far toward Texas as . -

he could go. Every day he rode as much as ppssible

—

thereafter until he reached Mexico City, in 01d Mexico.

\\\

He stayed in Mexicd for fbuf years and durihg that %;'

/ .

time he had gotten such friendship established/in hls

',/ .
new conn$ry that the politicaL leaders of Old ‘Mexico - -
helped him get a complete vindication and a full par-

dpn from the Presadent of the/United ~tates. They ) . .

- .. —_—

‘ ;iid Pr051dent of the United States, for a good and

ﬁféo obtained exgcut%/g Euthorliy fman our Preeident o

,..-v.

'allowing Zeke Proctor to ‘carly any firearms"he cared

E;Bon his pe:sén in any'state or territory where ‘he .,

~
-~ .

¢ .
might wish to. This order was effective on the date

e v Y gy e

—— - - e

ther;df for the reat of‘his iife or until ;evoked.by;
‘ BN

/ 7
~ —

ey,
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and just cause and etc., I am' sure this is the

only case of4{{; kind in history and beiieve that
note should be made of it. | ' )

I was told by Zeke ‘Iiiocgoffﬂi‘n‘i'self that he
only killed some of the men out of the eleven killed,
and the rest were kiiled by the Beck éoys.h |

Zeke Proctor is buried in the Proctor ceméééry
six miles west of Si%@am'Spﬁings on,Highéay 33.>

My‘father's place was a regular prison guard
hcuse, and a great many prisoners were guarqﬁd there

4 /’~

-walting trial- for many offerfes of the Cherokee Laws,

3 <3
) A

Vhiskey., -3 . .o N éa“““

, )

I remember as far back as 1895 when whlskey be-

b

gan to be bcotlegged into the Indian Tbrritory, from .

what was,called "Bob Flat", irkansas, Th17 was just

across the state line and it was not until {whiskey

came, in tiat stealing,:and all ki%gs__ of betty viola-

< - . !

——

V‘..-.’

Iﬁdlans get where fhey didp't mind bai’ —~acoused of
L N if . .
crimos, as alﬁays before that/hh Indian was accuaad
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of wrong doing, it meant a settlement must be had,

becwuse the Indian considered that his honor came

- e
o .“.

-t

+ I have borrowed hundreds of dollars on my word’

alone, noﬁia s8ign of a paper asreeing to pay back a

" penny of it.

* Belle. tarr very oft?n visited our lHome on herr

: \
way to Bob Flaty She‘alvays Jus ‘rode up hnd Jumped

’:in and she always greeted my féther and mother like f,

,ofﬁzbf her hofse and callqd,"Hello". She came right

" they were her kinfolks, She always pushed her Win-

chester under the bed, and pulled her forty-five off

v
-y -

and laid 1%t on the bed., Then she sat arcund and

Bt

visited and joked just like she was carefree. e

vwers visited a great many 'tires by Waa-Coo Hampton,

Ned Christie, and Poorboy, all bad men. My father |

o

" never did want to bother these people.» Ofcourse

>

they always came when there was noPne being guarded
at our place and 'no guards ardund. ‘

-elﬁhe h ited statQS,Marshals in those days as-I.
Yo .- R Ve ’ L

S
> eex - .
Caa" 3 =3
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Chafley COpeiand.

* Road.
- ’ ; h )
lhe road-.leuding south, or the road we traveled

-

when going farther into the Gherokee Nation from the

old home, ran south from the Illinois River through

-

N the Nee-§coop Prairie and”south .into.the head of

,feacheater vreek. Then right down the Creek until-

‘it ran iﬁto Baron Fork Creek, Then the road followed

- - that cféek.' The roads in those days.always followed

w7

» TN

streams.

-

: . . o & - . -~ .
The -6herokee Eaws provided that any male citizen

vover‘%ﬁe“age of eighte¢n7§eafs was a legal voter. He

did no% have to be %wehty-éne years of age as required

** by the state now.

o=

~

Myﬂféther_ﬁas;g pesace loving citizen, who helped

to’enfbrce the law when called upon, but refused to

-t rs o
e T T '

. ) ot R 2)
. ggddle.§n mdtters_im which he hsad ﬁ3’;ntdreét.
f"I an sorry I feel like the laws,we;e ﬁore,vig--
: ‘.\.
P g \ -

— * BT ~‘ . t
orously enforced tnder the gherokee Laws than under

. S~ <
» - v



our pjasent Stata laws. If a man yés killed, the
perpelrator was hung unless he proved absolute
. ! o ‘ oL
self-defense. Now peopke's lives. are not -wort
M 4 “
xa

mytiing, and I would be very glad to live-

under ‘our own laws,”and to call back the ;
i < :
as they were then,

There were a-few white families/in the Cherokee.

: Natioﬂ along about 1890. I remamber two Ward famllles,

©

A Henry Ward came into 'the throkee“Nation and claimed

four mlles.south of i loem Sprlngs and John Ward lo-'

cated neér\Watts. Theag people settle& on Indian lands .

without any authority and cleared out large tracts of E

a5

“and yet instead_of- paying the bhérokee ﬁ&tlon fog.~\

) &heir income and.the grxvilege of‘hav1ng|these homes '

when qllotment time game the gherokee mribal money was

e 5»3,

“used to pay these squqtmers for all imnrovements.~ They

~ ~ ¥ s e i d,

allowed the land to be worn ocut and run down until it

> ’#.\
was pructically WOrthles& 8o it Was a bad Beal forthe -

L

Cherokees,I believe. You_mg;.write th{§\if ygu care-to."

" land and raised fine ,CTOpS. They reared large families, -
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Politics was liké this: We had ho Republican nor
Democratic Party, Yut it was the National Party apd
she Downing Party. Here I want to say we had some very .

ihterastinéf ections. Boys eighteen years old were

voting, and we voted for our men by writing their names

on a pieée of paper ourselves and pu;hing it -into a
box. /We had watchers, judées, and counters like we do
at Ahe present time, but ﬁekknew ﬁothing about stealing

§ .
lections,. and stuffing boxes and such crookedness.
- . - 4
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