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Carl R. Sherwood, I n t e r v i e w e r . ' ' <•
Indian-Pioneer History
May 20, 1937 '

Interview with John; vecotche,
Pierce, Oklahoma

Mr. Wecotche a well educated Creek Indian l iv ing

about twelve miles west of Eufaule gave me a sketch <>

describing the domestic l i f e of h is t r i b e .

The Indians of the Five Tribes are v<»ry much al ike

in their habits of l iv ing .

In the early days tae men, women snd children of

the neighborhood rode horseback many mile,s to some store

where they did the i r trading. The ponies were all l e f t

in the wagon yard back of some general merchandise store

where they did the i r trading. After they had purchased

what they needed'they ell would f e t o n the i r ponies

and leave town in single f i l e j the men rode in the lead

the women in the rear . The l a t t e r received a1! the dust

from the ones in front. -

They lived mainly on the products of the ch8se,

y others had small patches of corn which were

cultivated by their women. Yt'hen the Com was r ipe ,

i t wos beaten in a log.mortar, with a large v.ooden

peatle unt i l the groin was broken and the bull mostly
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torn off from the kernel. It was made into hominy or

was allowed to ferment and cade into sofka. Some made

this into very thin gruel end drank of a morning instead ^

of coffee. The continued Beating of corn in these voodon

i'

mortars gave a fine ouali ty of meal vhich could be triade,
/ * '

into bread.

?-hen they treve1ed from place to 'p iece the ponies

were RS numerous as cars are today* The ponies were "'ow

and sure footed;, and from batyyhooo retaupht to raeke fr.-'ir

own l iv ing . Most Indian ponies never knew whet i t was to

be broken, as the children pl&yed with them from the time '

of t h - i r b i r th . When a few months old the smell children

rode them.
1 tr -

Indiens are fond-of visiting" each other, «nd when >u,

they ro »,!! "he ponies, r-re roimded up, the bedding and
other belongings are lashed vdth.rawhide s t r ings to the ,

.backs of the extra ponies^ the dogs are cel 1ed, and

the procession i s ready to s tar t* . • -

Only a fey of the fullbloods pt . this day use the ''°
^ - ., 4." ^, , *

bow snd arrow and are not expert shots . ' The Indians of

the Five Civilized Tribes haven't worn moccasins for

m? ny yeers. • . ,;
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There i s no race of people am>ng whom c h a s t i t y

reaches a h ighe r p e r f e c t i o n than among the I n d i a n s .

Their laws regarding the marriage relations were as

closely observed as among the white race.. However,

until abolition of their tribal governments, the

Indiana could have t.s many vdves as they wished.


