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Interviow with John vecotche,
Pierce, Oklshoma

I

Mr. Wecotche a well educated Creek Indien Ti;ing

sbout twelve miles west of Fufaula gave me a sketch »

P

i

deceribing the domestic 1ife of his tribe.

The Indié;; of the Five Triﬁes are very mich atlike
in their habits.of tiving. -

In the early days the men, women snd children of
the ﬁeighbgrhood rode horseback meny miles to some store

t

where they did their trqd&ng. The ponies were all left

1n)the w;gon yard bacé of‘;ome generg’ mercﬁandise‘storé

vhere they did their trading. Afger they had purchased
what they needed they a11 would get on their pqpies

and teave town in single file, the men rode in the 1ead

the women in the rear. The Tatter-received‘aYT the dust

- :
from the ones in front. -

They 1ived mainly on the productg of the chasge,
yeq(ﬁ;ny q@hers_had sméll pétches of corn which were
«cultivated bé their women. ¥hen the ¢corn wés ripe,
it was beaten in a luog morter, with ; large vooden

pestle until the\grain wes broken and the hull mostly
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torn off from the kermel. It was made into hominy or
wag allowed to ferment and made into sofka. Some made

this into very thin gruel and drank of a morning instead  °.

~of coffees The continued beating of corn in theée vooden

5 v

mortars/gave e fine ouality of mesl! vhich could be made.

¥

into bread. .
&

, then they treveled from place to plece the ponies

weTe &S numerqus as cars ere today,. " The ponies weére low
and sure footqd;hgﬁd'frog babyhooa —reiaught to meke ti~ir
own living, Mos£ Indkan ﬁonies.never knew wvhet 1t was to
be broken, as the chderen b?ayed wi th thém from the time/‘
of th'ir birth. Vhen a few months old the smsll children

rode them.

I

" Indiens are fomd of visiting each other, #nd whem i

. .
a

* they 0 5i1 “he ponieg rre rounded up, the bedding snd ;

‘other be?bngingg are lashed mi%h:rawhide strinés‘to the &1 e
‘.bapks‘of the'ektra poqiesg the dogs sare caTWed; and ) .
the procession is resdy to sturte. )
Only a few of the fﬁW?bloods‘at.this dey use the g S

bow &nc¢ arrow and;a;euﬁgi expert shots. ' The Indilans of ' 3‘;

' j N Y

the Five Civilized Tribes haveh't worn moccasins for

=

rd

¥ Ay Years.
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There is no race of people am:ng whom éﬁastity
reaches & higher per&ection than among the Indians.
Their laws regerding the marriége }eiatians were as
closely obscrved aé emong the white race.. Howeﬁer,
_until abolition of their tribel governments, the

Indizns couldé have g msny‘wives as they wished.
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