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0, C, Devidson, . : ) . )
Field Worker. . , ) _ ' .

¢ 'I was born at Porum, Indian Territory, December 6,"1869, My *.z
érandfather, Jéhn W. West, who was half Irish and helf Cherokee Indian,
was born-in Tennebsge, Mgrch 29, lBll;and‘died April 4, .1867. My
grandmother, Ruth Fields West, a fullblood Cherokee Indigp, was boén
in Tennessee, December 11, 1815, and died Septeﬁbgy 22, 1869.
They came to the Indian Térritory the year of 1838 in-the ree
|

moval of Indians to this country and settled on a farm where Westville, -

is now. -
. -

e

On'August 10, 1843, ‘my rigpéé, John C, West was born.
Later on,Grandfather moved up on Grand. River to the old Ross
~ Salt Works at the mouth of Saline Creek where the town of Salina,now
stands and purchased the salt works and Operated them for many years.
During the Civil War these salt works were confiscated by the
 government. ‘V . ’
| " My father‘raﬁ away frcqhgome when he was only sixteen years of '~
age;~and.joined thetSouthééi Arﬁy. He fought inxﬁﬁe'cfvillzar w;th
Genersl Stand Watie. He was in the battle at Elk Creek and also in
'-the bat;le at Fort Gibsoy in 1862. Fortuna%ely,-he escaped withoﬁt‘

injury in either battle, although his brother, George West, was killed

- [ VN

in the battle at.Eort Gibson. Before the war was over many Cherokees

- ' . i

left this coﬁntry and went to Rusk County, Texas, My father went with



N
at
-

WEST, BLLIS . - INTERVIEW | - #5177

-2

them and they came back to the, terfitory in 1866. They ¢ame back
mostly in ox wagons, and some on horseback. On that retulrn trip my )

.‘ . ad s . ) ’
father and my mother, Marguerite H. Hickey, were married|on Red River.

My grandmother‘on,mothef's side, Rachel Fields Hickey, ceare f?om

—Georgia t6 the Indian Territory in 1833 on horseback;~but she only

‘steyed a short time and went back to Georgia and stayed until the re=-

€

moval in 1838,
) My father was*éﬁ Indian Policeﬁan. He got his firgt conmission
in 1884 and served fortwenty-séyen years. The lastJ;our ygars he was
éaptaiﬁ of thé Indian Police., He also served as city marshal of Muse
kogee from 1889 to 1892, Puring this time he ‘also carried‘a commise
sion as deputfiUhitgd States\Marshal under Colonel Jacodb ioLes oanoff\
Smith, Arkensas. He also served under Thomas f. Needles, the first
United States Marshal of the Indign ?erritory afteg the Féﬁeral Court
we's established in Mnskogee. Judge Shackelford was the first Federal.'
Judge in the Indian Tbrritory. Colonel Waldfon was the first District‘
~ Atlorney and Major Nelson was the first United States Commfssionef.-

—

. In the year 1885,.Joln Middleton killed the sheriff lof Lemar
County, Texas, and came to Briartown. My father and Polk Burris, a
dﬁputy sheriff rrom Lamar County, Texas, and Jack Duncan, g detective

from.Texas, trailed him to Belle Starr's place, six miles gouthwest of

Porum on the Canadian River. but Pailed to capture him. Solthe Texas

. -



) 393
f
INTARVIEW | #5177

\ 4 - . )
4 -5- LS

ers ever to my fathef and returned to Texas.
0 1y , ]

| 1686\ Be1le end Sem Starr, Frank Cook and John
¥iddleton rpbhed the Treasurek of tFe Seminplesy and went back to Youns

#ts  “end.| John Middléton tole alhorse from Reverand McCarty at Hoyt,

!

dian Terrftory, a?d h

(Mid 1 tOﬁ). Bell otarr and Frank Cook star&
‘ed to Dardpnblle, Ark
River just Lbove Fort

Captain,cunf
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‘“gay ‘above Fort Smith nbre they had buried"Miqgietén,;qug up the body ~:

L e
-

and identified it. Thf then £o0llowed ?eile Sterr and Frank Cook to'

‘;DardenelleW‘Arkansas,

Because my fath r was an officer t e Sturr gang wanted to get N
revenge on- him in some way. On the Seven eenth day of Decem.ber, L886,
Sam Starr undertook t kill.my father's oungest brother Frenk-West,

. and diq, hut my uncle: Frank also ¥illed Starr, !

years qf'LpBLr 1895,
1 wasg thekti et consftable’ elected at Porum after statehood; .
which office I.held [for eight years, I also served as deputy sherift

1 . . .
and city marshal at{Porum. I was an officer there during the Starr

1
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and/Davis feud, when several men we? Those killings could

&

. ture Bob Davis, they wanted to ki 1 r*n. Davis came to me ‘and told

4“~

. me that e I would get ¥he pa ers for bis arrest that I would not

-even have t0 come after him; he g:uld ¢ome in.and give himself up to

me; but I told him that they ! ould not|let me have the papers for they °

&

knew that I wouldn® % kill him and they/ wanted him killeds

\ : . ~ L
\During the Civil War the Northern Soldiers buried a.lot of am-

mupition on the battle ground et Elk Creek and.years later4a man named

‘|

-~Newberry cleared up the ground. In plowing he uncovered twenty-~four

‘soiiu cannon balls and twe¢Ve, i twelve poﬁnd bomb shells. He
| 4

‘gaxe me one of the bomb shells, I started to take it home, and carrled
" it several milee on my horse but finally I gave outcmrrylng it and my

R it
father, who was along in a hack, would not let me pub’in'%he hack for

fear it woulad explode, s0 1 Had to throw it away. | s

ﬁ; - 1 have two revolvers that were, used in the Civil ﬁar. They are
of 44 caliber, six shot.singie adtion with 87inoh.bar%els of oeevy'gun—
metal witﬁ cogper triéger guards and waiaut stooks. They’ look vefy
much like the Madison Colt Revolver of today but they are of the old
cap and¥bg11 type. The ramrod is hung underneatg the barrel and works
with hinge and. lever and:tampe‘the cylin@éﬁe and requires a separate

caﬁ.oa each chamber. I once killed & wolf with-one of these revolvers

at g distance of a hundred and eixty,jards. f;;i



