O,

(S

-
.

-, .
]E.Dxbl{ M

\

- L %
. <meninr Jherolc

ond Jreck 4
sree Home \BiXL
tiving Con\siti“on -

1 - .
. - " , ,
- I3 - /
. \ a . ’
’ / . y o

: \



WEICHOR, PETER, INTQQZEEZ‘Q*“‘ﬁx\\ -

3

\\
[
[

o

x

S "419 South Ev
' El Reno, Okla
« Born January

oma ., . f,‘;‘l.
+ 186%;Nattenheim Germany,

3 - g

e, bathias Weichor
ny.

. -%

ﬁ.irect frgm Gemany ‘co ¢ichita, Kansas. de landed in

Was p1l ‘d hlgh 1n 4 ifts. He went directly fo_

' He/found things end |conditions around Wichita
- very roéperous. He worked for four 3;ears with the
- v?A/ious farmers arounci 4 icﬁita, saving up his money

4

/yo get & claim of his own, then he got on the train
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. +. ént.went. to the Cherokee strip or Chejokee Outlet, |,
T ) L 8 . C .

: S / .

¢ a8 it;was then called,/?hd‘moveg onto & farm that

. the formef resident had sbandoned; it was located on

_.Pond Creek in Grent eounty. 5 /
| ‘The men who hed first filed on‘£§\ had moved &
small two régm frame house from Kingmen céuﬁty;;énsas‘
bo tHS farm and then had becoms discoursged and gone
off &n@ left it. bHir. Weichor-moved’onto i¥ énd fiiéﬁq
as soon &s-he got his naturalization papers in lé95.
The strip was openea to_set@lement by registqation'on
September 16, %BQS . |

"1t was an up~land .farm and he tried to raise wheat,

oats, some corn, hogs and cattle and other farm produce
. ? g ;»M—- . ?

but for the first four years they raised nothing., Every-

thing just simply burned up. |,

. ) Tt
lnany of the neighbors did not have aiy money and they

-

would move awaey and let their places go.. He stuck it out

and kept his place,

"~ My, Wéichor hag iaved his money when he workeé\in_
‘ansas and he had that to live on and then fram time to
time when he was allowed tgm; off the place he would get -

N
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into a covered wagon and go back tb.kansasvand work/ "

somermore; he ea}ned enough.;h th}s way o keep theﬁ |

through the winters. le states that after four zgars

. "je raised & little bit of a crop, so we could stay s

there and make our living." In-the peginning they

-

- were supposed to.pay fof'those ferms at the rate of
100 '
from $21.50 to $1.50 and $100 per acre according to

the value of the, land and he says that some of it

o,
tought $3.00 and $$;50 vhere it was extra good,
Dennis Flynn introduced the Free Home Bill and ‘it
becems a law dn.J&ne 17, 1900: Peter weichor obtained
‘. hislﬂinal citizenship papers on May 2, 1904. He was mai;ied'
in 1901 while living on this claim. He and his wife had
seven children, two;boys and five girls., They used "corn
huék" mattresses also"corrn husk” pillows. They wéuld nake
a bed tick, and then tear corn husks into strips fo Till.
it with. It mskes & very comfortable bed, except it is "
r ther noisy when you tu?n over or move aPouf. Lne ;e£s
used to iﬁ} howeve;. for fuel they would go out and
gather "cow chﬁﬁ%f@gggn:eobs and evén~3ﬁhf%o§ér stalks.

Thoss who could af§ord it would go to the Black-Jeck é\x
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county and get Black-Jack wood; it .would teke them

Lo : S e
two days to go for the wood &nd two days to returm.

‘Mrs Weichor tells me that there were ubout &
. . l 8

million »rairie dogs on ais property, and that some"

reople would eat them, but he thought the dogs were
(2} .,

" %00 fat to eat. ie states that there were lots of . - -

wild ducks, geese, rabbiis, coyotes, badgers, o"sossum,
. queil end prairie chickens, - N
lie has killed lots of small gar.é and still has
v ¢ , . . - Y ’

the double berrelled shot-gun that he used o kill them
_ With. : 7 ’

. They used 9 grind corn, and.sometimes xaffir corn,

>

" in & coffee mill or grihdsr which was just a little aand’
affair., +ney us2d it for making corn bread and ush;
meny of the neighbors did the same.thing, Sis farm
\ . ]

wvas on the main line fgpm.}ond Creck to Jet, and his

- Vs — . )
vgs the only frame house in a radius of ten miles,

o

. The houses were either built of sod or weE just

dug-out,‘dlthough all of the-school houses and éIl of'\
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the churches in tha} neighborhood were made of sod.

Ay I3 N

There were four\¥inds,9f water in that vicinity;
. 50 - x '
alkali, ;salty gugbo, and, good water. « well in gumbo

. - .
land’hes a nasty taste. %né’ would take a smell well

digger and dig test wells; thek is they would dig down
By o . ' [ . )
- to viater and taste.it and if it was selt, alkali, or

- 4

“gumbo weter they would dig somewherewelse and.would
N . {

"keep this digging up until they found water f£it go

érin.. He says that the couiitry was dobted~with ltest ‘

-
L 3

loies &s niost ¢f the wuter wes bad., In the beginning
¢

ceter .eichor had the only‘gdgdﬁwgll of water there

-

e
2 . .
wes in the.nei shborhood, Joon nost everYbody built
cisterns in order to huve soft water.
- ‘ s I :m ~
ard wien he first came into that country there were”

-no roads or bridges, and freight was hauled for sixty

miles, taking three days to go and three days to come . -

g

beck, - -eople would come from alve to rond Creek hauling .
fI’ )i é;h‘f; e

tretdwichor sold his cldim after ae had lived on

[y

it twélve years. [here were ho good.scﬁools and he wanted

3

to find a ilace where the children would have a better chance

- * A -
. 1 a ¥ . N . »
for an education. R \ . .
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in jay of 1908, They lived on it until his wife died

in 1920 and then moved ~to ‘their present-location in

(%
® '

e . . it ' +

Lr, iJeichor is one of seven chrildren, three girls
“ - . —

end four boys &ll bern in Germany.s ™
-

- . N Q\ - . ~ - )
i1y deickor still has a-trunk thad ne broucht with

~

?

nim from the old country. | o oon

. v wek *

de bought a farm one half mile soutihr of OKarche, . |
o - \
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