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Interview with Ed. B. weatherly,
R. F. B. ,‘fl, Enid, Oklahbmao

. .

.

, ° N
}'y coming to Oklahoma wes extrerely fortunate, as.

I have not only had a pert in building up #nid but have

hed the crivilege »f building up e fine plece in the
4

country s well, although I had to start the battle of
-~

life as an orphan.

>

I wes born in Spencer, Owen County, Indiasna, south-

west of Indianagolise. As I was left an orphan =t seven
yeers of~are I hed to go out into the -world and meke a

+ When~I wes f-urteen 1 moved to northwestern .

™
““

. T .
i near the Nodawey River. J

N

acmed Clyzer., He w

lived on the otker. times the canoe with which I

L3

vdsite side of the river.
\

I-would pull off my clothes, -swim 'cross, et in the

cenoe, ¢o0 back atd et my :lothes snd\return to the fer

11
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side. The w2

steep. \\\\ S

12

\x

I quslified for a certificate to teach and taught

—

’fidst in Indisna, then in Illinois.

: R . .
In 1833 I went,to‘Hﬁ?per County, Kansas,end st-yed

ti1l 1893, then ceme to tﬁé\@trip on the day of the
opening. )

came &nia fror. Hennessey on horsehack., *
I to &nia fr ien ey on horsehsck the

line fro; which I sterted wes & little northwest of

[

town. e shipred dur ssdd'e horses with which we were
to uake the run from Caldwell.
I setiled on the southwest ~urrter of Section 7,

Township'zz, Renge 6. This is now the featherly Addi-

tion to Enid.-. Six subdivisions of the quarter were .

~made. 1y land was 0:ly one block from the sjuare west

" of Enid.
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1 had 2 contest filed & sihst ny cleim rninety

‘

days after the opecing. I took me five years to
» . ' . »r
win the suit. ~s soon es I"was'entirely clerr, I

,
plagzted the '#nd into additions 2nd sold

~

out e-ch
. "

subdivision as platted, 1 have owned snd rroved up

on four additional fzras. I have hed the bresent
ferm nere ~n tle hipghuay, k-own as the Albert Tike
highwa;,~for thirtéen years. '

In the early days I was ver? busy hélpinL to‘

-

puild th. town. I a2ssisted in -etting the rrisco

.

into wrnid. I mede 2 subcerirtion of

<

fror. Bleckwell

+900.00. Cthers gave large grounts. .e hed z Zosrd

of Prade with no ducs, no sslaries. ‘I never enraged

in railrosad cor towmsitc business, =g nthers did,
especially wiern the 3sntz fe was being Luilt into

S

b$thrié.

~0a. the [lanvs I Lelped s2ing to tovn or helred

-

1 .plent, now no

<

n
ct
”
a

¢et storted were a shoe feactory, =
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longer opereting, & wire fasctory snd the first fair

’

-

ground that knid ever tad. -

I hed two »rotkers i:n the run. They werz ueorge

.

i, and Alexander O, xeatherly. They hauled roods on

tne Chisholm +frail,

..

I rnet 1y wife in nerper Jounty, kansuzs znd we

v
were married in lzE4. Ly wife was from Jowa. I had

a little zouse built &t once £:d nn the 7th of Janucry,
i

= a

1534, she cexe to anid to Lel: e build a hore., She -

pioneered with e fror the stert =.d yes alweys = risht
t2end &artzer to .e. i.rs.deatherly is one of.the rre-

charter renmbers of the OrQér of the ﬁag%ern Star. e

made anliecstion for 2 chorter under tieg dispensation.
Uy daughter tends the flowers =boubt our ylmuce end our

tely, by the Skianer sysie: of scrinkling, produces the
L]

Tinest ve _t-(les, vinetrner the ear is & wet or dry one,

«€ uscd to go -to “orth wnid to trede. Our merket

Wes gt 4ichita or Oilehase-Jity dut e 21so shipped soure
" .t - .
" of onr :roducts to 3apulpe.or to Fort wWorth. at the tire
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of the Lawton opéning, gﬁcréwd,of u; ﬁenf there. I
bought lot%s at thiB-Cheyeﬂn:aArapaﬂﬁe gpening for
$1000.00 e piece &nd ihprqged,tpem~with $600,00 build-
ings. I received my patgfts stréight frog thé govern~- = -

ment,
e -

Trere were fifteen who made’th§ run together and .

-

we elected Andy Morrisom who still lives in Enid as.
&

gapté’ino ; - I -

The fifteen of us scatiered as =s neared Enid. |

“

Hemmer settled jucthorth of the siuare, He g0t
the southeast querter of Section 7., Thomes got a
“section just one half mile- east or so of the square

as a good area. The southwést gquarter of Section 7,

4

. ¢ ’
the southeast quarter of Section 7 and the-southwest
quarter of Section 8 were referved as an original town-

site. This wes between downtown 2nd the University.
) “<

Doffat secured the one half seéction oﬁ the south

side of Main Street. The townsite.was east of the

1

Dofeit  farm.
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Taxes were light when I was in office smetime later,

@
but at the tize of the run there were no real estate taxes.

In 1910 I was e;ectedlCounty Treasurer, _I was re-eleet -
ed two years later. I served four and & half years far
the simple'reason that they chenged the fiscalAyear while
I was in office. When I ~ompleted my work I checked out

+

thirteen cents long._ The county offéred'to give me gh}s
surplus but-I refused it. | ’
I wes or the school board from the first., 1 helped
build'the first school buily in Enid. I was Presiient
of the Board of Education flor two years, Mf. | NN
Loé%é wasé one of the early/supefantenQents. I let ﬁi# K
"live -in m” hous; the first fewfmonths until_my.famil; ‘ ;::x‘
camew 1 was on t.e schood board when they built the
first brick housa/%ﬁkgge three hundr@a blozk on East
Cherokee.\ This building was bﬁilt bgfore 1901 and in

that year there wes & fire so we rebuilt the south side.

They were hplding board meetings where the Stevenson

-
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bank is now. I had them move over. to this school, and

save $20,00 per month.

I knew two United otates Deputy Marshals; their .

<

neaes were Bill Fossett and Ha}ry Thompson.
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