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I'y corainc to Oklahoma was extremely fortunate, as\

I have not only had a part in building up ^nid but have

had the privilege of building up a fine place in the

country as well, although I had to s t a r t the ba t t l e of

l i f e as an orphan. r

I was born in Spencer, Owen County, Indiana, south-

Indiana;:olis» As I was le f t an orphan nt seven

ofNafe I hed to go out in-to the -world and make a

'iVhenXC'was fourteen I moved to northwestern •

£ near the Nodaway River.

brother v;hb.prececiexl lie to I ' issouri . I

v;ent out and worked by the .:lonth. )I worked for a man

.;c:ned Glyzer. Ke wk on one si^e of the Nodaway

lived on the other. SomfeiiKies th^ conoe v;ith which I

crossed the r iver was on the \mposi te side of the r ive r .

I- wou3,d pull off my clothes, •swiinsacross, t-:et in the

canoe, go back and t-et isy slothes end\return to the far
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side. The v.^er was deep and the banks, too, were

"steer;.

I stayed in Lissouri three yeats then I

jack to Indiana and havingxfinished High School at\

Sperfcser I .went to the Illinois ^tate University at

Champa i{

I qualified for a certificate to teach and taught

.first in Indiana^then in Illinois.

In I6c3 I went.to harper County, Kansas, and stayed

till 1893, then came to the\Strip on the day of the

opening. • . •
4

I came to iinid fro:r. Hennessey on horseback. ri'he

l ine fro;, which I started was a l i t t l e northwest of

town. \ie shipped our sadd1 e horses with which we were*

to -jake the run from Caldwell,-

I set t led on the southv/est im-rter of Section ?,

Township zz, Range 6. • This i s now the A'eatherly Mdi-

tion to Slid.- . Six subdivisions of the quarter were- .

de. l.;y land v;as oily one block f-rox:i the square west

of Enid*
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-I had a contest filed &. aihst ny oleiiu ninety

days after the ope£.in(-.. ' It took me five years to

win the suit. *-s soon, ss I-.was'entirely ole; r, I

planted the V-nd into addiiicns and sold out e?ch

subdivision as platted, 1 have owned aid- proved* up

on four additional f^rcs. I have had the present

ftrm here ^n tl.e hi^i\.ay, kiovm as the Albert like
\

9 r

hifehviay, for thirteen years.

In the early days I was very busy helping to

• build th. to'.\n. I assisted ir. :-ettihc the Frisco

fror. 3l?ck^e'1l into ^nid. I inade a subncrii tion of

•^500•00. Others tr-ve l"-rge erounts. .ie had a 3oerd

of Trade* with no dues, no salaries'. I never engaged

in railroad or tov.TiSita business, •'•?, others did,

especially when the Santa tfe was being lu i l t into

Gathrie.

•r-jiOn,- tiie Jf.iwS I heaved o~iti£ to t-ov.:: or helped

j.et str.rt«d ^ere a snoe factory, a st^^l -ylf-nt, now no
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longer operating, a wire factory ynd the f i r s t f a i r

ground that Enid ever bad. •

I had two brothers ir. the. run. They vers Oeor

• . end Alexander C, .veatheriy. They hr.ul ed £oods 0

the Chisholii

I net IL-J .vife in ixarper County, Kansas ^nd we

;vere ca r r i ed in lb£4. Ly wife w=s from Iov;a. I had

a l i t t l e r,ouse bu i l t at once e.̂ d on the 7th of January,

1594, she C8:i.e to &nid to r.eVj ;~e build a*ho:-.e. She '

pioneered with f:.e fro:- the s t s r t a:.d w?s alv;:;ys & r i j h t

I.snd a r tner to i.e. ;..rs. i'/eatherly i s fyne of .the ore-

charter rxenbers Of the Order of the Assvtern S ta r . Je

ap / l i c^ t ioa for a charter under the, dispensat ion.

Ty daughter tends the flowers v.bout our plrice ar̂ d our

he i r , by the Skinner systc.i of s i r i n k l i n ^ , produces the

finest ve__-tM,1 «s, v;net:;er the ear i s a we.t or dry one.

.<e usod to go -to ""orth -nid to t r sde . Our nark-et

A;'S. at Wichita or OKlaho.ir.-City but \-e also shipped* scn.e

of <y\r iroducts to Sapulps.or to Fort Worth. At the ti-ie
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of the Lawtor. opening, a crowd of us went there. I

bought lots at this Cheyenne-Arapaho'e qpening for

^1000.00 a piece end improved them with #600,00

ings. 1 received my patents straight from the

ment.
«»

There were fifteen who made'the run together and
-

we elected Andy Morrison who still lives in Enid as.

The fifteen of us scattered a.a "s nejifed Enid.

Hammer settled justporth of the square. He got

the southeast quarter of Section 7. Thomas got a

section just one half mile- east or so of the square

as a good area. The southwest quarter of Section 7,

the southeast quarter of Section 7 and the southwest

quarter of Section 8 wer« retfrved as an original town-

site. This was between downtown and the University.

Doff at seolired the one half section on the south

side of Main Street. The townsite was east of the

Doff-it farm.
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Taxes were light when I was in office sonetime later,

but at the tine of the run there were no real estate taxes.

In 1910 I was elected County Treasurer. I was re-elect -

ed two years later. I served four and a half years for

the simple "reason that they changed the fiscal yeo.r while

I was in office. 7/hen 1 completed my work I checked out

thirteen cents long. The county offered'to give me. th4.s

surplus but I refused it.

I was- or. the school board- from the first. 1 helped

build the first school built in Enid. I was President

of the Board of Education f/or two years. Mr.

Locke was one of the early; superintendents. I let him / ''

live in af/ house the first few-months until my family / y

came-*- —I" was on t. e schot>i board when they built the
>

first brick house-^Tn the three hundred blook on East

Cherokee. This building was built before 1901 and in

that year there wes a fire so we rebuilt the south side.

They were holding board meetings where the Stevenson

t,
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bank i s now. I had them move over- to t h i s school, and

save $20.00 p«r month.

I knew two United o t a t e s Dfcputy Marshals; t h e i r ,%$-•£

were B i l l Fosse t t and Harry Thompson.


