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4 An Interview with Mr. 2, é! Wessel,
> ‘ 777 .North 1llth Street, Frederick, Okla.

]

: 1 came %o ‘Frederick in 1202 angd boucsht & paper that had
+ N . ~ - ’ . . : . . , &
S . . .
just been sta?ted,’ t¥e vaper that is now the 7Trederick
. . Y : e
Press. I had;scarche%.:h ouerit must all the towns of South-

z

west vklahoma but affer I came here and hed 1looked aroung

-

a bit , I acguired f=ith in -he future of the Ycwn &nd sur-

* | .

rounding country. I knew this was where I wanted t2 locate,

.« . .me Jay when I was about Tourteen years oid, "nd
~ ’ z
living ne«ar ﬁalla:c’Nebraska, my Tather asked me to .0 into g,

torn and get & copy of the latest paner published, While the

-

editor >T the publication was mun¥ing oul the latest issue .

from an overcrowled shelf he asked me il I would like to

3
L]

work ins a printing ofiice to which I reglied-"You bet I

would®, . - |

.
i

<
~

That w?s my firsi -newspager csanection and happened

E Y ! ’ i ‘
over forty-five vears. Since th<t time I have been directly

i -
or indirectly connected with the newspaper and printing
. ) ,
business.r;?gere_wassome vime ~un [or servics in tue Spenish
\ . e ! r .
American far and while attending the Nebraska University

.
. I

of which I am a graduate and I was also editar of -the coll=ge

-~ <

I

paper. .
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My salary for the first newapaper : job/a Wallacé,

- Nebresks Was exactly two /dallars a week and Iwas 80

- / -

. small that I hadfto ‘use boxes to stand on to reaeh the &
/’f . :
type cases, -

I worked for this man during the campaign of William
Jennings Brfan. At that time Cbxey'siﬁw cams into exe
istences, The editor favored the Populist party and always
wor:a Coxey's army button on his coat lapel, so when the
P_ggxlist party was defeated %he‘editor was forced out of
town by boycott., When he left ?:y father leased the paper
for me, paying $2.00.a mggth for the 1easet I was the *
editor of this paper, and the youngesf editor of Aany
’paper.’ _ ‘

A drouth made times hard in Nebraska, ‘m those daya
Cand I finally had to close the shop. .

- Shortly afterwards I _had‘z_a chance to enf;er the Nebraska
Universi ty'. While attending the. university I sold bool':s '
~ and did meny odd jobs to pay my way, finally becoming editor - '
of the University paper.

While I #a9® Yot ‘theUniversity, ‘the Spaﬂsh»@ericm
War broke oute I enlisted in‘ the Nebraska regiment which waé

‘ti}e first regiment to go ® "the_Philippines.
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Wheg(\I cams back from the Philippines I went to

work in the publishing plant of nfy former iieutenant

‘cqlgﬁngl;,ﬂghd\publighed several papers at Lincoln,

~

"Commoner".,.

When my employer mde~ a trip down to Oklaho‘ma‘
Perritory £or the purpose of drawing a number to get'
land in the Territory, I asked him to drew a number for
ms. The numb'er_?l got was a lucky one, while tl'me' one he
drew wes note I arrived in Marlow, Oklahoma, August S,
1001 end began looking for a plgce to file soms ‘land. The
next day I continued my journey to Lawton*wher% I filed
my number and finally chose‘a tract of land near Stgrling ) -
on.Beaver Creek. ;’/was the second to file a’nd; w8 tﬁe
first to buné; pﬁ/tting up a half-dugout and ma king fEﬁf_M
necessary impro’éemen:b's celled for by laws I kept-this E
land until I was offered $8,000 for it end then sold outs °

During the 'time I was proving up on my land I

continued to work on papers at Lawton.» I cen remember

Lawton very well when it was only a tent town and I was

-

" working for papers there when this county opened.

I began looking for & place to establish a i)aper
of my own. I looked over the town of Walters, Waurika,
Cache and Snyder., At Cache I started a paper with an-

“other wan~ &g partner, but it wesn't-mugh-of a success, . .
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Then I‘cams oﬁ down to Snyder afriving there the day
" of the ofﬁeial opening of that gown., But I found two
papers already established'thefe, 80 on & cold Sunday. in
" November;—1902;—I-arrived- in Frederick.
Hbrg I found a small four page paper printed on a
10 x 15 job press and called The Hazel Enterprise, alr?ady
espablidhed, but when the owner heard of me, he ceme to
me an& offered to sell. We made a heal whereﬁy I became -
owner of all the.equipment, the paper, and the good will
of the people,
When I bought the Enterprise, I was still part owner
of the Cache p¥Per and with the help of an‘inexperiehced
¢id T gathered  all the news, set all the type and éot ny
'issué out here in Frederick on time and then went back
to Cache ana did the same thing, getting‘hoth pepers out
on time practically bysmyself in one week.‘ Another thing
the equiﬁment of the En;;;§g;se did not includa & paper

cutter, so I hed to use & butcher knife as a paper cutter

" for several issues until I could get one,



