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Ficld Workcr!s name i Johnson H., Hampton.
. ™ - '
This report made on (date) o December 1, 1977. . ) 193
1, Name Mrs. Verina ¥esley, a full blood.
2, Post Orficc Address . 1 0 . .
. - . .
3, ‘Residence address (or location).
4 DATE OF BIRTH: ‘Month puzust. | Day x Year 1890.
'5, Place of birth : \__ Near Talihina, Oklahoma. - : \
! . - / - i : J 1
6, Name of Father . _ Thomas Frazier. Plac«, of ‘birth Neap Tallhina,
o , Oklahoma.
Othcr information about father .

2 Nams of Mpthbrj " Hannah Frazier. ' Placc of birth Talihina
Qklehoma.

Otner informetion about mother

Notes or complete narretive by the Tield worker dual 1n§ wl

“story of the person Lnt»rvmw’\d Refer to Manual, for sux 'cst v d sub:,ects

and

questions, Confinue on blank sheots if nccessary and sttagh flrm‘Ly to

. this form, Number of shcots attached 5 .
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i e
1 was born some time in August} 1890, in what was then
) ) Lo ' R
wade Courty ané near Whitesboro, about twelve miles east of

Talihina. ', |

iy father's name was Thomgs Frazier ahd my mother's

neme ‘was Hanmah Frazier. They were both réisea in Jade County

ana lived there until they both died in this county and.were

-~ . . e

" puried &t the old home place.

~
<

T Ny fatgef was part’Chickas&w indian but my mother wds a
full blooa Choctaw +ndiasn, -
1n the community where I was raised there  were but very

few Chéctawﬁ and no white people lived there at all. .We livea

;t theffoot éf—a big mountain in the.valiey( Thé?e waere moun;

tains on both sides of the hiamichi Riyer and we iif@d.oniﬁhé

west~side of mhe‘riveg. %pere Qas‘anothe% commuﬁity on the

east side of‘the'riverlin another valley, and on farther.north

of us was ag@?hér community oh both sides of the rivgf. THe
,country was mila)there being no peofle in it muceh. Those who
//were there lived from three to four miles apggt.

. »



S o 852
WESLEY, = . VERINA:  INTERVIE:. 12308, -
a -2- - i

1

b 3 *
Our best trading point was et Fort Smith, Arkensds.

liy ‘father would hitch hp liis team to & w.gon, and go.to
. ‘ J

’

Fort Smith for our groceries about twice a %ear. ve did
most of our ﬁrading at Telihina, bwt father would go to

Fort Smith for some things es he said thet he could get

things cheaper there thaen at Talihina. B

-

. ‘ f .
ile had 2 smell farm, about ten acres, where we raised,

* \

‘corn for our breed, which was about all we netded.

#e had cettle and Logs but we did not have any ponies.

. ; - 4 ,
We did not have many cattle nor hogs, but enough to live on
out on the fam. 4% that time the Choctaws did very little

¢

wrk on the farm, I guess they did not have to at that time,

for there was lots of wild game in the country that they lived

-

on. Father would go.out and kill & deer or & turkey any time

-

.he wanted to, and there. were luts of fish in the Liamichi

River, ~ Jome of the C;oceaws would go out

and kill Q&ear once andia while. Theylusédato say that there

vere a good m;ny ﬁears on the mountains past of,whe%e we lived.
We did not have much.flour to eat those days. e ate

mostly corn bréad that we riade by beating corn into méa; in

a block of wood %hich hed & bowl on the end of it.‘ We also

ate hominy. They could make several kinds of food out of corn

Cinthat way. T T VT T o e e
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I was enrolled by t@e Dawes Commission &t Talihina in

1898 or thefeabouts, and then we made our fil{ngs on land

in about 1903. e had to go' to atoka to file on our land,

/

theyland office being located there for the Choctaws. It N

- 7

took us several days to make the trié there and beck. ‘ .
The first payment the Choctaws had was in 1893, wheh

they got $i05.00 each, After that they did not get eny more

Payments fo¥ several years then they gut éqveral payments.' .
We used to afteﬁa the 1ndien camp.meeting; in fact, wé

used to camp at the chirch 3o help feed‘tﬁe people that ca.e

Yo attend the church. Ny father wés an elder of the church
. : . ¢

dufing his life time, &nd we would go and camp with the other

Choctaws every three mduthe. This church is still in existghcé

° '

and is being used as the church yet. It Was & Yresbyterian

church and named Nadesviilg }ré§5yterian church, Then we
would attéhd another church which was called Tést Oak Fres-

'Abytepian‘church. This church waé ac}oss the, river from where
we lived, about tgree miles from us. This church is an old
church but it also ;s still there and being used py those *
Choctaws'whggare left.

L4 ———

I have attended the Indien cries. _Sonie times they wouid

!

have\their_cries at the church but most of the time they wquld "
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' have them at. the homes where the grave Wwas located.
Everyoﬂé there gook part in the servicas and they would & il
get around the greve and-cry, kinfolhs or not. It 1§ very
sad thing to.gttend one of those cries. -

I never saw &n lndisn danc: nor & ball géme. Ly
mother and‘fathe¥ were ver, devoul Christians so they would
not let us girls go to dences nor to a ball geme, so I never
did learn how to dance at qll..

1 went to neighborhood school for several terms. The

3

school I attended hes. been out of existencé for a long time. °
» . N

£

1 then went to Wheelock Acaéemy for several terms, which
'sghool is s$ill running. 1 then went to liaskell snstitute
in hepsas for three terms. although go..g to all of these

schools, + did not learn much English, on account of being

a full blood. <L.can speak some 3Znglish and can read and

I'd

o

write pretty well in English but in the years that 1 went to:

school 1 should have learned :ore than 1 did., 1 can speak

Choctaw better than 1 can English but 2 can’'t read nor write

in Choctews . :
1 am full blood Choctaw 4ndias. Ly parents were full’

‘bloods and we lived awong our tribe a&all of our life. Ly

¢
L]
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father was a part Chickasaw but he live\d vith the Choctaws
Y | —

all of t\i)is life and died at our d‘ld hom%s lace em my mother
‘: | ‘ : "

died the‘.ré and is buried there .wiv‘th 1y fa_t er.



