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This ror'ort made on (date) •-SaptflaTwe B8, 1037* 1 9 3

f-

l- W;-Wt^,
Ohlokasha, Oklahoma.

ThiJ piirson io (n̂ L>. orTCirtL-) 1ihitc , Norr-o, indftin,

If Indi'i , -^ivt tribe Oherokee,

2. OriKin 'nd history of legend or s^ory Robbery of stage ooach and

killing of the drivar in year 1867 by the Billey Shields

gang nhich *as. looated in Atoka Ootinty then, ^

3. -Vritw out tho logeni3>Q^ story as comj-l^tuly HS possiblt-. Use blank
shojts nd £ttcch firmly to this form. Number of sheets
attached.



- 17N

WARD, JOKH, " ..foCOUD TNTHHytKW,. , 7600,

Joe !
InterTiewar .
Sept . £8, 1937.

An I n t e r n * * With John Ward,
u, Oklahoma,

John Ward now Jlvoa a t OhloJcoBho. A at«<?e robbery

happened'In Atokfl Oounty In 1867 In whlrth Fr^d Ntnkoldn,

the atage drLvnr woo klllo<3U Thoro wor« no othwr p*>»-

t««ngW8 Tiding on_the BtORo oonnb ot the tlm© t h l e robb««py

and k i l l i n g happ*n<"<3«

Hi* looa t lon of t h l e pl«o« le now in flwo, £1 NHt|

WŴ  T 8 8 , R U X. one end n half mi Ion «outhw©»£ of

AtoJta whora th« Fort Smith or* RoR/ry Depot Fre igh t

Stage l i n e Tono^d th© nrook. This <rroaning wne

Man*8 TrownlnK, ond a nun of the name of BU,ly 0KfWld» ,

and hi 8 gang were nuppoeo^l to hnve dona tho robbing «n<5

k i l l i n g , Jim JDnvlfl nnd John Ward's fn ther qm^ o the r s burled

the man near tho p lace where he ma k i l l ed* .

After xenHvinfl order from the nourt lonntod n t ? o r t

Qraith, Arkansas, a pooee of United Statait Deputy Marshal A,,

led by pae wtwae nlok name nao "Negyo11 Sfidth from For t

to Atoka for the purpose of oaptur ln^ t h f i
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of k i l l e r s and robbers. They met these men near Atoka

and had a gun ba t t le frith th i s robber 'gang" in~ whioh ona

of thie gang got shot through the leg» They nought him >

to At oka had his leg dressed andtl^ft him in a small

empty houae near ray father *o blaa> anilth>shop and my father

fead me oarry oold miter to t h i s wan ami keep the bandage

arounds hia leg>and kee$ his mound damp.

Tbjat\avenin?t t about dark, three men rode up to th© ,*,

door1 or thio an i l l house and • balled .out to th i s man and

aeked him i f he waa able to ride horsebaak{ he anawred,

"Yes". They put hlia on a horse i,n the saddle in front of

one ft^-^hft m(fn ^"H rn^** n+f t " thA dark . T? thft

S ta t e s nian ever ' trrdoted them I navo no knowledge of l t o

One of these men gave we a £L0»00 gold pieco for my sarv ioe

in taking oore of t h i s man who was shot during th© day,
»

The grave where the nta^e driver was- !>uriod is s t i l l

vial bio.


