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Field worker's nane Joer Southem.
Tis peoort made on (dite) - September 22, 1937. - 193 &
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1.‘ f.'\i;}ﬁ,ila foemd wus . )
R ”(J.I‘Ji from (nane) John Vard.
wAreSs Ohd okasha, Oklahons.
This person io (17-13"3.‘, or~fimiic) Tkite, Nerro, 1::(1?11:1,
| ;
] If Indi‘r, give tribe Cherakee, )
2, urigin ‘nd history of lecg.nd or sg:bry Robbery of stage coach and
- killing of the driver in year 1867 by the Billey Shields
gang which was.located {n Atola County then. .
7 24
13, Jdrite out the legeéib~egr story as completily 4s possibles Usc blenk
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Jae Saithern,
Interviewsr,
Bept. 88, 1937,

An Intexiew With John Ward,
Oh{okmgha, Oklahoma .

John Ward naw llvea at Nhickeshn. A stapge rohbery
happensd {n Atoke Oounty in 1867 in whioh Fred Niokolds,
the stage drivrm,wun killnd, Thore ;nre no othor pus- |

nengnrs Tiding on_the qtngn aonnb ot the time this robbery
and killing honpunnd..‘

The looatfon of thie placw 1s now 1n Bec. Bl NR} L
NW; T 28, R11 K one ond n half milos gouthwont of |
Atokn‘whoro.tho Fort Smith ar? Ropzy Depot Freight ~nd
gtage Line -ronnnd the rrack, This arossing wns namsd Dead
‘Man's Trouniny, ond n mﬁn of the name of ﬁilly &ﬁfblda.
and his gang were sipposed to hav; done the r&bhlnavand
killing. Jim‘ Duvia nnd John Ward’'s father and'bﬁhara\buriad

the man near tho plage where he wns killed. L
T After reasiving ordar from the aourt loanted at éart
8md th, A:kantﬂq, n posss of United Statea Daputy Marshals,

lad by one whose nick name wan "Negro" Smith from Fort

8mith onme to Atoka for the purpose of eapturing this gang
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“of Killore and robbers., They mat these men near Atoka
ax;d'pad u gun buttle with this robbe-r gang {n wvhich one

of this gang got shot through the.— log."rhéy nought fxim-
to Atolm had his leg dressed andiXeft Wm in o small

empty house nez;r my fath?r’s blaar emi th,aho;:).an_d my father
\hacz me oarry cold w&tc;r to this mn :and keep the bandago

around_his leg)amf'kaef:‘ his wound damp.

Tﬁaﬁ\gveni ng, about dark, three men rode up to the @

door of thie munll house and dalled out ta thie men end
.asked him 1f he was able to ride horsebank’ ho answored,
"Yes",! They put him on a horse in the saddle in front of

one gf-the man pnd yode off in the dark, IT the United

States men ever nrrested them I havo no knowledge of ite
Ons of these men gave e & 8.10.05 gold pleca for nnf sarvi o8
in takiné oare of this ma_n‘ .who was shot during the day,

The grave’ where the atasze driver was buried {s still

'jisiblo.,
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