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&s a.

Field Worker's name

This-report made on {elate}-

Anna, R»

January iBl» 1988»

l . Name

Post Oj?i'ice Address.

Charles Gt Watt son,;

- £1 Roao^ Okla&friaa*

3. Residence address (or location) _J

4. DATS-OF BIHTH? Month. " March

5. Place of birth . ' *

Day'' ' 80 .Year 1875,

Iforthwood^

f6. "Name of la ther 'George F» Wattson»

|. . . Other informal", ion about father __

'. -Name of Mother. Sarah Wattaoa.

Other information about mother

of birth

Placc*of bir.th I l l inois ,

Died' ia 1895,:-.'

lotejs or complete narrative, by the field worker dealing wit^h'the l i fe and
ttory' of the person inte»yiGwed. Rof^r to Manual for suggested' subj-pcts
fed-questions*' Continue on blank sheets if necessary and attach firmly to
lis £ornu Number*'of sheets attached • , - ' A .
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WATTSQN, CHARLES G.

Asma R. Barry, .
Journalist,
Jan 21, 1938*

INTERVIEW* 9861.

*\

Interview With Charles Q« Wattson,
£1 Be no, Oklahoma.

I was born t he 20 th day of March 1875, a t flcrthwood,

_Iowa» My fa the r , George F» ?/attson, was barn i n Adrian,

Michigan, and descended from an o ld Engl ish family, f a t h e r

removed.'to Iowa when a young man and a t the

of t he C iv i l War, he joinsd Company nKtt of the F i f t h Iowa

Cavalry, aa i served throughout, the war with t h a i regiment

i n the engagements a t Fo r t Madrid, luka^ Cor in th , Vicksburg,

Champion H i l l , Red River Bridge and Jaci^on, Mississ ippi . ,

receiving his honorable discharge in ^ugust, 1864. In the /

following month he re-enlisted in the same regiment, but

was assigned to Company nW9 being in action at Fraj

and Ifeshviile and conM.iua.Bd withthis compaoy unt i l fb& close

of the war. .

. I3y sohooling was obtained in Iowa and as a/young man

engaged in the newspaper business in Texas airf Oklahoma, our

family having retaoTod to the Lone Star Stats' in 1888 and to

El Reno in 1892*, I contix&ediiy connection .'with journaHanP
' • - /
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1897, when ujr father was appointed postmaster of £1 Reno

aad served as his assistant unti l August, 1906, at which

tia» Father resigned on account of i l l health, and then X

succeeded him as postmaster.

Since set t l ing in 321 Reno I have taken a hearty . •

interest in civi? affairs and was, a member of the committee

which purchased the Oklahoma Build lag frees the Worlds

Columbian imposition and transformed i t into a dub house.

I sa a Mason of high standing, being a member of Chapter,

C a ? y -Tnrine*

wife^ to whom I was'married in 1898> TTas formerly

Kecsley, a native of Pennsylvania. When I cac&e

to 21 Reno* in 1892 the town consisted of TOW after row of

l i t t i a . frame shacks, while the crudely constructed 3tore '

buildings* bore usargr signs such as "saloon", "dance hall",

"billiards" and pool. Often in front of covered wagons or

tents on© saw eampfires surrounded'by jnen in broad~briiam0d

hats, gay colored shir ts , and pants tucked into high-topped"

boots. Majcy se t t lers stLli lived in dugouts or rasre hovels
* * • •

constructed of poles and dirt when I arrived in Canadian

County; in many eases theit poverty was extreme.
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The arrival" of the t r a i n was always an affa i r of

prime in teres t to the whole town* In addition t o seeing

the puffing iron Horse "or the dusty coaches, which always '

bore a deep fascination, there waa the* chance to see the

old home crowd, the poss ib i l i ty of meeting someone from

the old home s ra t e , th© opportunity of learning the l a t e s t

news from back ^ a s t , or of seeing the d rumsrs , always

interes t ing characters and, of course the chance to get

acquainted vi th usy new s e t t l e r s •

In the farming comaunities th© saloon more often was

a drowsy unoffensive l i t t l e place where the BB jo r i ty of ,

people drank moderately; i t was a sor t of drug store where

pedple^went to get whiskey or b i t t e r s . I t was thought that

the medicine found there was proof against anal© b i t e s ,

oh i l l s , and other ailments^ furthermore, i t was a medicine

easy to ' take and a a some were t e r r ib ly afraid of any kind

of r e a l or imaginary f ront ier ailmentf a suff icient number

vis i ted these places,frequently enough to keep the dead

l i t t l e towns in a l ive ly condition a t l d a s t par t of the time.
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ThQ rows of plata houses wear© scrambled along the

Streets in a manner that suggested a dash between the

various structures; paint, when used, was generally a
*

dreary lead color* The board mlks often ended' abruptly

before a mud hols,, which, caused peop3>e to track mud and

-dust over the tsnd surfaces. The interiors of the old

business places were not designed to welcome or please.

Often the floors were dirty, also three or four large

cuspidors jwould be seen on a dirty floor that was un- .

invi t i :^ to the women who in that day wore long da?ess whioh/

mopped up tne dizrfc*

The sanitary' conditions in a new town were tar -from

satisfactory. The ground where, the horses were tied to

the hitching racks around the aquure and along the street

in front of the storesy became vertiable eess pools of

f i l th which drew f l ies and created a vile odor. 13i8
*\ — * •

absence of sewage disposal also"made, for unpleasantness,

nearly everyone owned, u hcrse and p i les of refuse from the

barn increased the discomfort. Hog pens added to the oedley

of smells^ the cows were usually herded i n a town herd on

the p r a i r i e s , but often hogs^ chickens, and horses had the
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rim of the town* Women chased* the pigs nisi chickens

away, only to have them return and destroy the family

garden* .

El Reno a t this time was paculiarly susceptible, to

fires* The frame houses tfhich were erected as soon as

the owners could afford such s t ructures were very in-

.•flaircaabl© end in many eases hay-covered stables sheltered

the family cow and horse. Stacks of hay placed in various

parts 0%, the town furnished '>• d for these aniBj&ls and

added tc the f i r s hazardfareardess smokers or children at

. play ware eaough to s t a r t s f i r e whxe. endangered ch©' •

town grea t ly .

The city fathers of JS1 Reno drew up .rules for f i r e

prevent ion. end provided for a method of r ighting f i re j the

noriasl practic© w a to r a l l y a l l the able-bodied men. El

Reno*s f i r s t f i re wagons were several two-wheeled c a r t s ,

drawn by hand; a local carpenter was engaged to build some

sixteen-foot laddei-s and the ci ty also possessed several

dozen bucicets, each havixi^ a capacity pf about three gallons.

In case of f i re everyone TSUS supposed to grab a bucket and

get busy. These baskets we/re used in maay par t s of JSI Reno
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where c i ty v/ater had not been i n s t a l l e d , t h i s was known '
//

a s .jfche "Hook-andLadder Company. They had a captain and

a s ec r e t a ry and s o l i c i t e d njBmbars* Thfise wik> could not

jo in as r egu la r members could become honorary members on

payment of twenty-f ive coats a nc th» I t / r ras •& g rea t —

ambition f o r evory c i t i z o n to he lp put ouWa f i r e * Mostly-.
~&

the neabers of these comp«aies seiTed onlj i'or the hoaor

of serving t h e i r hous town and p ro t ec t ing p e o p l e ' s propejfty.

El Reno's s t r e e t s beeene vetry muddy i s rain^. weather

ancl br* d s t r i p s of dus t i n summer and the" OiiSy cross ings*

on nmiy of the s t r e e t s were stepping-stones.*

Horseback was the ix?st p^jpiilar way of t r a v e l ; s ing le

buggies were used by the young men to e sco r t t h e i r l a d i e s

to the various eutertai^aeirts and on a holiday occasion the

three-seated spring wagon was popular. I t was not uncommon

for the occupants of the back seat to be sp i l l ed when thfe

wheels struck the stepping-stones which stuck up above the

surface. Livery barns Yfith a large assortment of horses

and -feehicles for h i r e , supplied the insane of t ranspor ta t ion

for the townsioan wlio had no hoise and buggy, The t r o t t i n g

horses and. the splashiiig nud were a constant menace to the
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finery of the ladies in rainy weather. Often time hors©

racing down the c i ty s t r e e t s oeusod concern mid annoyance

and older men ouggested tliat di tches be dug across the

s t r ee t s to prevent fas t driving end racing on the s t r e e t s .

Runaways were frequent occurrences ©ltd founed one of the

wain items of j . w s in the loca l "ewspapers.

The f ront ie r *'/ae e hunter ' s paradise- to the aouth-

west o r near the South Gajir^isii River, big ^one was very

. p lent i fu l rrjd ne>".r ot h&nd ^tcfcs^ quai ls , turkeysy p ra i r i e

• ohicke andx the r s i a i i gnrae abounded ard la rge groups of

men sou^it companionship as well as spor t in rabbi t and

wolf dr ives . Spearing f ish was also, a pleasant amusement.

-Torckos wero mado of coiM-cobs soaked in kerosene and then

placed on lor.2 s'ticks. spesi-s were oftea node of broken

. pitchforks &ad s f te r dar!: the spscriaon ontei?ed the shallows
r

of- the river and, vihile. the torches were hold high to l ight

] up the stream, were able to gig soice fish* Turkey shoots
t

were numerous% \tsually n group of shooters each threw a

sum. of money into the treasury, bought so'rae "birds, and

' shot at n J"ar'c, ths best shot socuring a turkey. Itaffles

of various sorts were held occasio^slJy u'd were a aborting



573

AMSOÎ  OH4ELES G* IMWtOTu . ' 9861*

event. The boys in town played warbles and the traveling

man waiting at MXQ hotel for the' loca l t r a in , watched

thenu"play for keeps"'• Guests and townspeople also played -

penoy ante a t the hot s i during the winter months and in

wa:nuweather flayed Loi'seahoe near Iks hote l , l ivery bam,

or blacksmith tiix>pt Wrestling. justcU-bs, l ike dog fights>

took place on the-street cornors am %ei-e en. jcyed,without

gate r ece ip t s .

Men &ai boys weat swtmn&iig .in^the awwezt Boys went
c

to tLf- i-onds or creek holes iujd eonditioiis, especifily

in the ponds, were far from saidtary. Ifot aware of their

germ-ladea eurroujidii^gs, bhe youngsters splashed about in

thece Miciy, stagnant pools; the aeduded uataire of theae

places oU'ered complete privacy to the nude bathers* A

period in mid'sura.."ujr was coamonly calLsd "dog-iays" and vma

ruled out it>r swimndag purposes by public opinion. Some-

times groups of iaen from here went to the Canadian Ri^er

for an evening plunge after the swelterii^g day in the sun-

p&rched l i t t l e town*

After holding the job as posizaaster several years at

EL Reno* I entered the real estate business, and today am

considered one of Bl Raao oldest real estate men*


