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n " Interview With Cherles G. Wattson, .
" ’ El Rew, Oklahoma. /
) ’ . ) . «

I wag born the 20th day of March 1875, at Wcrthwood,

~—

Iowa, My father, George F. Wattson, wed barn in  Adrigh, -

Michigan, and drscended from an old English i‘amily. they

N
renoved to lowe when a young men and ab the commencénent

of the Civil War, he joined Compeny "K" of the Fifth Iowa
Caval.r and served throughout the war with that regiuient ‘
in $he engagements at Fors Madrid , Juka, Oofinth, Vickature,

Champion Hill, Red River Bridge 9aid :’Ia on, Mississippi, //

rocoiving his hornorable discharge in gt, 1864, In the /

- following month he re~enlisted in the same regiment, but

"

/
was assigned to Compeny "M", bei/zfg in action at Fra

and Nashvills and cgnﬁzmed withthis company until
s ] ‘ // :_ L. ’
of the war. . - -

My sehooling was obtained in Jows and as 8/young men
. p _
Cklahama, our
in 1888 and to

AT - ! ~
Tl

"El Reno in 1892., I contimuedwy comnsction with journaIIad

/

engaged in the newspaper business in Texas a
family haviné removed to the Lone Star Sta
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1807, whénl n;r father was _ap)pointaa postmaster of El Reno /

' and served as his gaéistaut until August, 1906, at which
time Father resigned ;n sccount of i1l health and then I
‘succeeded nim as postmester.

Since SQttl:{;xg in E] Reno I ha;e teken a hearty
interest in clvis affairs and was, a membsr of thje‘ committee‘
which purchased the Oklahoma ‘Building fraon the Worlds
Columbian Zxposition and trapsformed it into a cludb house.
I em e Mason of high standing, being a member of Chapter,
Commar g 7y " Jharines

My wife, to whom I was merried inj 1898, was fommsrly

~Alberta Kensley, a native of ?mvania. When I came
o E1 Renc in 1892 the town consisted of row after row of
littls, frame éhackz;, whils the crudely construcited store -
buildings bore mary signs such as "sglo;»n", "donee hall™,
®billiards™ and pool. Gften.in front of coversd wagoné or
ten%s ons saw campfires surrounied by men in broa&-brimed
hats, gay colared shirts ~and pants tucked into high—topped’
boots., Many sattlers slzi 11ved in dugouts 0r mere hovels
congtructed of poles and dirt when I arrived in Canadian

County; in many cases theixr poverty was extreme.
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. The arrival of the train was always an affair of
prime interest to the whole ;ov}n. In addition to seéing
the puffiﬁg iron horse or the dusty coaches, which always
bore a deep fascination, there was the' chance to see the
61d. home crowd, the possibility of méeting gomeons from
the old home sxate, tho opportunity of learning ghe'latést
news from back @aat, or of seeing the drummers,. al;ays |
interesting characters and, of course the ’chance to get
acquainted with =ny new setilers.

In the faming communities the seloon more offen was

a drowsy unoffensive little place where the ms jority of

~‘peop:i.e drank moderately; it was a sort pf z{mg store whers

people_went to get whiskey or bitters. It was thought thet
the medicine found thers was proof sgaindt sneke bites, |
’chi 11s, sm other ailménts,: furthemore, 11; was a madicdhe
easy to take amd as some were terriblsr afyuid of any Kind
of real ar imaginery frontier ailment, a sui‘fipient mnnber
visited these piacassfrequantly enough to keep the dead

little towns in a lively condition at lvst part of the wWme.
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The rows of plain bouses we;:e scrambla& along the '
streets in a manner that axgggst'ed .a tlash between the
various st:mcf':ures;‘ puint, when used, was generally a
di'qary lead color, The board walks often ended'at;ruptly
befors a mud hole, which caused people to track mud énd
.dust over the wod surfaces. The interiors of the old
business places wers not designed to welcomq or please.
Often the fleors were dirty, slso three or four iarge
cuspldars would be gesn on a dlrty floor that was un- .
:l.:n‘\r;i.’oing to the women who in that day wore long dzess whifsh/.
mopped up the d:.r’a.

The san‘,:.tary ¢onditions iﬁ & new town werse fay -from
’satisf‘actqry. T!he ground v;hena_ the horses were tied o
the hi‘bchir\g‘racks around the aquure and along the streeb
" in front of the stores, became vertiable cess pools of
£ilth which drew flies and ereated a‘vile odors  The
absence of sewage disposel also made for'unpleasantngss,'
ﬁea:ly"ev'aryone owned. u hee se and pilés of refuse Trom the. \‘
barn incressed the di scomafort.e Iioé, pens added to the medley
of smells) the cows were usually herded in a Sowu herd on

the prairies, but often hogs, chickens, and horses had the
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run of the town. 'fiomex; chased the plgs and chickens
away, only to have them return and destroy %he family
garden. |

) Bl Rono at this time wés paculiarly susceptible, to
- fires. The frame houses which were erected as soon as
the oa_';.lgrs could afford such stmc;a,uresx were very in- H
i‘lg;mable end in many cases hey-covered stables sheltered
the family cow and horse. Stacks of hay placed in various
parts of, the town furnished “~ 4 for these snimels am
a;dded v ‘l;hq ﬁm-ixazard)fcr cardess smokers or children at
- play were exx;ugh to start & fire whic.. endangered the -
town gI"eati.y' _ ‘

T'h.e aity fathers of El Remo drow up.rules for fire
preveution end provided for s method of Iig;hiiing fire; the
normel practice was to rally sll the able-bodied men., EL
Reno's first fire wagons were several fwo-wheeled carts,
drawn by hend; a local -éaz'penter was engaged o build some
gixteen-foot ladders and the ci_ty also possessed several
dozen buckets, each haviag a capacity of e;bout three gallons.
In cass of fire eﬁrez.:yone was s{apposed to gradb a buckat an;l

get tusy. These Lwokets wgre used in memy parts of £l Reno
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where city water had not been iugtalled, \th‘is was known

as .the "Iiook-andla&derll Conipany. They had a mptairi and ,

a secrétary and solicitec:i mémbers. ThSse who could not
Joln as regular members could become honorar" nmnbars on

. payment of ’cwezzty:flve conts a nc “hh; I vies & great‘ - e
ambition for evory citizon to help | put outes fires Hostly-.
the mémbers of these campunies seved -J:;J,;@ 'fo: the honor

<

=

of ssrving their hois town and pmtectihg Eepple’é property.
= - -
El Reno's streeis becene ivery ~mudd,y in ralnmy weather

3

and br 4 strips of dust in summer and ﬁhe or}y ero.ssin&,s
on many of the sireets were stepyln&stonejs;

Horseback was the rost Popular way of travel; single
buggies were used by the young men to escort ‘their ladies
%o the verious ﬂutertdl veerts and on a hollday occasion the
three~seated spring wagon was pojular. It was not vacommon
for the occu‘)anta of *bhe back sedt to be z@illed when the
| wheels siruck the steppingestones which stuck up above the
surface. Livexry bar_n‘s with a large assortment of horses
end ’Béhic;leé for hire, supplied the meens of transportatibn"
for the townsman who had no Lo /‘BS and bugesy. The trotting

horses and the splashiig rmud were a eons‘bant meuage to the
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finery of the ladies in rainy westher. Often time horse
racing down the city strests cecused concern and zimioyame
and older men suzgested that ditches be dug across the
streets to prevent fact drivin% ;\mi racing on the st;'eéts.
Runaways were frequent cccurrences and fonced one of the
main items of scows in the local ‘ewsnaTers.

The fro‘*tier was & hunter's ﬁarad{set to the south-
west or near the 'Sou'th Canndi=za River, big snme was very
.plentiful ou@ near ot hand Aueks, queils, bturkeys, prairie
© ohicke ard 'ct.hex: snall gz;r:e abounded srd large groups of
men sought companlonship as well as spord in rabbdbit e;nd
wolf{ drivece, Spearing Tish was also & pleasant a:mfsement.
Torclies werc mado of corn-cobs soaked in kerossene and then
p)eca;i on lon3 sticks, spewrs wore often mede of broken
pitchfofké and‘sf'tar dex’: the specymen ountered the shéllows
of the river and, while the torches were held high to light
1 up the strecm, were able to xlg soie ‘fish. Turkay shoots

were numerous, usuzlly a group of shooterz each threw a

N &
e

sun of moncy into the irsasurr, bought some 'birds, and
shot at a 1axk, the best shot securing s twkey. Raffles

of various sorts were held oceasiopally ¢l were a sjorting
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events The bc;,ys in town play;& rarbles and th‘e'ti'avaling‘
men waiting at the hotel for the local train, watched
tham,"ﬁlay 'i’o:c keeps’, Guests and townapeople also played
peuny ax;te at the hotel during ihe wirbtsr months and in
waru weatner played lorsesive neuar ihe hote}, Hvery b@,
or blacdksmith wwop. Wrestliog thl;es, like dog fights,
tock place on the.street corners aud v.ex-/e en jeyed,wi thout
gate receipts.. i
Men axmd boys went swimming in.the swaer. Boys went
to the x.ond(s oy creelf./boies aid conditious, especi;lly
in the ponds; were fap frow ssuitery. lot awere of their
germ-ladcin surroundings, the youngsters splughed about in
these amcky, stagnant pools; the secluded nefure of these

- ~

places olfered complets yriva tc the nude bathers. A
péi'iod in/n;iﬁma.zer w&s. coumonly called "dog-iays® aizd waé
ruled cut 1or swimning p;:,zrpases by public opinion. Some-
tinss groups of uen from here weut to the Camsdian Riser
for an svening plungs after the swelleringcg day in the sun-
psrched lg.ttle town.e

After holding the job as postmasier several yesrs gt
E:’L Reno\, I outeredﬂ the real estate Lusiness, and today am'

considered one of Rl Remo oldest real estate men.



