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Ophelia D» Vestal
Investigator

•January 31, 1938.

. Interview ??ith ^rs» Dora ".ateon
Route f4, JLawtoH, Oklahoma* J

On July 11 , 1901, my fa ther , mother <md I s tar ted 'oa

a l i t t l e vacatlon^~-2^as^l4^n©u^h__to_fjjj8 on some 1'ind;

-.s-I was so anxious to .get*-here the time massed very slowly.

My father had fanned some in en stern Oklahoma for bout

ten years, always keeping pret ty horses• .hen we heard o;'

this opening we hitched the horses to a covered v/a^on, putting

in some bedding and f i l l ed a "grub" box, also carrying a five

gallon ke§ for water* -e went t o £1 Feno, camping there for

a few days, taking our time and registering for the opening.

People were friendly and nice most everywhere we camped, but

when vie went to regis ter two big fat woman seemed ra ther

greedy ^ad got in ajjiead of ma# I thoughts "Well,ail4' r ighto"
' /

I drew some 1 ;.d md. they d idn ' t get any* /

After leaving SI Heno to come oa to Fort 111 , we saw

people from everywhere on the i r %ay doraa here, l o t s of covered

wagons* This was nearing the l a s t days of July , the wind was

hot and i t had not rained for a.o lonsj I never saw such a Ions

dusty road* ^cSater was a serious problem on the \?ay dom her©
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as well aa when we reached here. If wo could have had
'i

ra ins I don't know how things would have, turned out*

Lots of. people who draw claims soon, l e f t , they were*so

disgusted over the dry times, . Osnpingeiong, taking out*

time, i t v/aa a pre t ty sight vrhen we saw the mount i n s .

Then we knew we were near Fort 3113 9 because those mountains

a l l ready been fully described to

Our home was first started with just one room* In later

years we added a room as we could. Things did well here.

The crops were food, fruit trees grew fast we h d beautiful

wild flowers and an abundance of wild berry vines. This

was a healthful place to live and everybody who stayed here

as lone as Tsix months would hardly moVfe away.

The first streets and sidewalks that v,ere laid, off

really meant the- t;wn was growing fast* It wa.s a ai:;ht how

the Indians would come into town and'stay for awhile* They

camped at'the ed otpre c-np grounds', but would be in town.

early in the morning and stay late* The Indians would sit
4

on the igrouac . in | roups . I often wondered i f they were

angry'at us- fur coming here*

So many people were from other s t a t e s , especially

back ISast and Horth where no cotton was rai®ed# O n c e
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we were-working In the field planting same cotton ^here the

f i r s t plaiting didn't con» up to a perfect _stand« -v neighbor

man came out where we were workings asking why we had planted

so many acres of beans*

I have heard just* recently that "Post pak Jim", a medi-

cine man qt the early day, now living.near Cache, will go to
r %•-

town and go to his nearest white friends, s i t down in the
*? *

, •' -«,.,.* £•' '
store, get a pipe aa-s go through'••the peace pipe treaty. They

will tell him to. be quiet not talk so much but he just laughs

and says, "Well we all want to bo friends* donH we nsybeso."

TLQ seems to be a pretty goodv^old Indi JQ and is quiet.

. . • • *
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