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An interview with Mr. Jos Ward,
Spiro, Oklahoma.

J’oo Ward \ms born some three miles esat of olé Scullyville
on Ssptember 15, 1855, end has lived hia entire 1ifs near the '
placa"'where he -was b‘orn. -

W““Hﬁ‘fm a full-blood Choctaw, sérved as -
Sherirf in the new choetaw Ration before County and District

sub-divisions were made._ ' ;

o

His mother, Blize Werd, slso e full-bl‘ood Choctaw, was
brought from Mis sissippt with her tamily in 3.853, landing &t

Fort Cof fee on the Arkanaaa River. N

. A

Unsempuloun uhite mn rrom the states would eongregate
at Seu;lyville for the purpose oi: taking the monoy of the

Indians avay from them efter a payment had been made to- the

Indians by- the Federal Govsrmment. On one of these ocoasion,
two white men had been fo\m& fleescing the Ind_inis ocutright and
were placed under errest by Sheriff #ard who proposed taking

_ them fo Port Smith end turning them over to the Pederal author-

- —ities., Just-befove SEETtINg Lor Fort Shith; he Left the &wo

1

" .-men seated in the ):uggy for /4 moment while ke ‘stepped- into
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S a o;c.:aeoby store for a plug of chewing tobacco; ;gkirig
his ﬁinchasj;er in,th him. - On cominé out of the store
he saw th;:t both men were running away and had succeeded
inreaching a point Hoie two hundred yards from him, A Q
short ;istance further they would hax;e ‘mached brushy
swemp land where they could have possﬁ»ly evaded re-capture.

The stwrirf ecmnanded them tg..stop and upon their cone
tinued running, he quickly took aim and in turn killed both
these men. This episode aemd %0 convinee overyox}e ‘tha‘b\
Sheriff Ward was . man who_;a office must be respected and
the practice of sfzealing from tixe Iﬁdians was reduced to a
minimum as‘a resulte

The soil in the vicinity of Scullyvine, a loose sandy
loam, wes particulerly adapted to the mising of swoet pota-
_toes end these ,together with a patch 6% corn composod the
‘ principal Crops. ' '

- Their 9at€le provided them with beef anﬂ‘“ﬁﬁk\an;‘l X

bu&er 1n._.abundancf“; éhooting matches would bé held at ine
tervals in which e beef animal would be the prize. The en=
- trence feé_for the matéh' y&uld bé based uxiox} ‘the value for

. beef of the particular animel and the number of conteqﬁnta
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entoring the mtch. Thus; 1f ten msn entered the contest ,

and the anhﬁl vas worth twenty dollars, the fee for sach

.‘contestant would be dwo dellerss The winner would ba

given his choice of both quant# ty and vhichever part of

the beef he chose) hawever, nono o2 the contéstants would

b; permitted to go home emptyehanded, regardless of their

inferior marksmanship, This sport, togaﬁthe:" with Indian

Ball gamea, pony 'cacing ‘and hu.nting were the usual di-

versions, all of vhich were enjoyed in the true .{ndian

fashion. The Imuans scoffed at the caremlly Lprepared

~ race track of the white men and preferred -a level pluce

on the prairie on w_.vhuich to match the speed of their .ponies;
The stakes would often bs a calf, or‘aadﬂlé or mayhap

the pox'ue:a thmiqfvé:;”‘ “Thers were no periods of training

.of the poxies snc;;d as was ‘the custon ef the Whites, When ~

a mea was armnged the Indians would merely agree upon

' the terms, select a suitable ebretch of gronnd apd” the race

would .be run whoguy, upon the marita\. of the pongeae
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‘}hany'of the Choctaw Indiens st1l) feel ¥esentful |
of the prOceediﬁgs which took the ndtan laws uway from.
them and substituted the lave of the White men, * They
~féel'keenly?tlie idéaéZf théir tribal existence which ;
they enjoyed -0 rreely befare the-division of their j ’ :

-lands and regret the absorption of the "hoctaws, once a

proud and happy tribe into the white race.
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