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WATIS, THOMAS BRADFORD.” | INTRVIFV. * sale.
X 2 . 5 - A . .
Ethel V. Plder, -
~Investigator,. , _ . .
” December 2, 1937¢- ~ ' ‘ .

An Interview With Thomas Bradfogd
Watts, North -leridian Street,.waurixa. )

~
~ ; . -

-1 was born June 23, -1874&,at cave Springs, Floyd County,
{ : ‘»,
Georgia. ~ K -

r~

~ -

-

My father's name was Usorge Troupe Watts, born at Mount

‘Hope, Georgia. He died_May;iS&Z,and is buriod at Cave Spring;

: Ceorgias.  ~° A A "

My mother's name.was vlla Matilda Bradford, born in
) . . ’ [ ’

R .

Cherokee Uoﬁnty, Algbaina. the ié'buried‘a%‘uave Springs,
&
Georgia.
ny grandfﬁther.on mny mdther's side wes numed Judge James

Bradfoirds biri-d in Cherokae County, Alabama.

All I know about. my grandmofther on my mothers side is

rs

that she. is burggbggt edar 'tomn, Pclk~County,‘Georgiq..'

&

Grandfather on . my faghor’s‘side’wasinamed Hope Hull -

.Watts, a Methodist Circuit Rider: buried at Itount Hope?‘?olk

County, teorgiue. T

¥ X . . i <
Grandmother on my futher's side wus named Malesia Kingg

> @ - o
-

- -

Jburied at mount Hope, Georgi¥.

N
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I left'th;‘stﬁte of Georgig'thn yp;r’%,ng sixtaen
years of‘ggg witﬁ.tgree-othgr men. .

~ ! .

Ve finaliy regchnd New<Orleans g 1 bought a yoke af
oxen ffom a mnn-namSNMcgriwetﬁer, 4;d drove ‘on Jdown to
‘» Louisiana in&,'wasi;herc 5b§;t ton ér fleven d;ys prospecting

- s o o .
and fishing; then [ sold the oxen -md bought ©two Lorees with-
n ‘ . . - :
out- saddles us ! used my beaaing for s saudl~ and stirded to
fexas riding Dnorseback. 1 wus -on tuerroad wboul ten duys;

4
7

I camped at ~aples, Texus, for u few J:ys te ¥5t up and

let my horse rest. while here at tlaples I met & [irst cousin

A

of my father, - nuzmed J. B. Watts, y» , voughtl tares head off

horses, and ¢ » on over te MuTietta,crogssd Reld River at the

-
3

o

ford of the 01d Spunish pordy ToXaS.
1he first job I had was with Jerry usbington sznd two

_brothers and Sobe Love; they were nll conuected in tusiness
- . . . . )
some-way and L worked there for over thre yeirs.on their

ranch} they owned most all of the Chickasaw Nation is castle =

ranchss. > S - '

I left thers and then went %o furneyville and worked
there at the eorn sheller for two seasons, sold grain to

Keels Grain Companyé% Vernon, 'lexas; w hauled the corn over-

.

4l§ggﬁjgﬁMarietta. i
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° In the spring 1 went back to Alabama to relis%e my
& . , P ) . .
brother who was working at the lumber mill, "I vorked there

f
fa

- N ,‘ . . .
about one year and then when the anish-~‘merican war

i . , N vA'
broke out 1 enlisted at Rome, Georg.a, in Muy 15u3. N

’ ’

I.8erved only fiftyalour bours ii. re.milir sepvie- :wmd -
was promotad to Uecret Uarvice for ‘%ho aney the resi of the
“ . " -

tine ) was in the Wa.;"wi th Spain. o ' ,\
1l raceived my hanor *ole discharge on ay 17, lf:‘:&) at

Yort ¥#cPherson und immrdiately went back” to my old Lome at
Cave Springs, Georgiu,to see 1y rother] worked there ror

—

———

one yedr for H. Be Tilly ond Comp .y and came back to “apicti.

. ’ —
I cdme on the train to Gaim% rexas, and then rode on’

Ay
.

horseback to I-.-!ar;ietta. the following spring I went to ny

brotheﬁs up in the Arbuckle. Mountiins whers thers wers siz

Ll

boys from Atlanta and Cave Springs, Georgia, who had come down

to be at the op;ning, Sowe 11l stirted out for Lawson to

Y

" register, some riding without saidles,rome vidine saddled -
#* o . * »3;' .‘;-__ ';,'@. a:( . _{“ ., L et < ,
hors~g Zind some in covered Wuftis. We~dll dpdislar e
® .

numbers but only bne boy filsd* mnd he drew Luni where the -

- -

town of Ch.ttinoogy now stwnis. He farned the lant +and made

<}

two crops, then sold 1t 'to Ned Sessipns at Anadarkofor a,

\e

1

 towesite..
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-~ -1 went to Uhickasha then «and went to work for sa

cotton o1l conmpuny as cotton buyer ;nd‘thny/grectmq ghout

3

N ’ * . - " r, .
thirty gins; then 1 wie trunsfarred to Rocky ir gaohkit: .
Y . .
County and bought gins for my compuny Ffor . while then_ #~nt

back to.ubickwuhu and wcrke¢ thebe ti th % cin rurn~3 onmg

r%
wae than put in th¢ constructggn wOPK o

[

e built~£nvnn ‘2ins th v ye-r ind the usx bullt 2 few

“

and then wore teni over to apuche {or soveral rputiii.
te went to 3ichitu,nunsa< -nd WbrnQQ for o {27 renthe

with an e agineering corporation nnd the bi- Arkinsis niver

I

£1o0d caiw down op us and we lofl ~veryihin- ip Mrnighines
S in

except ome feither piilo® nd on~ Tocking chiir. we'theny cle
back to anadarko.where I worked for 1 o monthe ‘with a

produce storage distribution company out of Oklahona City.

#

Then .1l weni tc work iw the s;ring for the Hock Islani

~and racific pzilroad as freight foreman Jt anad rkoj was

. . _ \ . ?
" promotad to be yard foreman und worked on the triin s~rvicn

g
- ——

of mixed lOCul anl passanger freight trains for cev~r2l monthe,

-

— - T .

4 was then sent to wnid on o 1. ~ziny job on the Hock Island

and pracifiec Hailrond ocut cf wnid. -

' -
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After 1L left wnid'£°c4me to thelplace”whnrp vaurika is -

and bought a home here und ' huaye been here aver since.
. .

-

YOLF HUNTING. "

’

” ’ : S "

Over at thattinoogy, severai ye.rs zfo, L was onr of the,

-

- & C _ N ’
party ofssbout fiftnop men who helped to ontexrtiin fornm~r

President theodors Hoos~rvelt on a wolf hupte Mo hd 1hout

seven or elght of me invitad fricad- in nic -»rtr. th:t
was the first wolf thd president hid ever roped and he was

L { : ~
graatly thriliad over ris luch. +this party lszsted for on-

}

week. ' Y
" (

BUFFALO TRALL. 2

‘est of locky, down meur the oid .ashingtou Rauch,one
4 .
13

buffalo trail begun and wound on iuto the wrorthwest runbandie

to the old Wagoner Trail, Later to unother.
CAMP WRTINGS. -
The'old'Robbins\gamp Ground wis one of tho‘lurQQQt eam - .

e A *

grounds I rehomder any where. ‘there were about forty shucks

built from tha s % mill's lumber fo take cxfn 2f the visitors

f

. )
and &ll of the preachers; the land was endo¥ed from privite
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ownership and deeded to the Conference. which superintendesd”.
the grounds égﬁsistingpof about forty acres. ‘lhe Tébernug;ﬂ

. ” .. B <
was built from native tree~s und covered »ith shin;-.~g und

» - » <

had home-made benches and u Btraw floor. ‘the Taberhicle

covered ubout one acre of ground and was built in a beautifui
. & :

grove o1 trres with running wuter from the ountain curiungse.

*
%

the prescheis' tent built for the preachers Lo stuay or

»

rest in was about rorty Ly eighty faet; saverii bDuu.t were

—

built ulong the w.lic und tabi»s were pade too out of native

|

lumber to use in the uroschers'room.  Lunterns wud coul ol

o
14

lumps vere sung every swhere in tie tre~s und 1rom supports

undar the T8b~riucla .

pishop o ‘Fierce wun. ihe ncied jreacher a0 John B.

Robbins wae the circuitv rider. I huvs teen frow ive G0 elght

-

thous.nd peopie on the t.mp xground wrd Jaring one merting i

saw two hundred .nd fifty people converied iu ome night, in

a meeting hr'ld by ©. ~. L. immons, John w. “obbint and Can

>
0 . ]

Jones.
Sam Jones wus the greates! melroulct Bvanirdiicl of nis
time; he died on the truin going out ol Chluhome City u few

years ugc ufter holaiug u mretiig itk Co L. Cureye.
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|

T, ) . . ‘
My father built a four-room suite on to his home “lace

s

~ ‘ A '\\ .
just especially for the heddquupterrs of oreachers ¢ff ull
. L ;

L 4 t L4
defomihationeg, consistine of two bed rooms, nwrece-tion ruom
.o :

and a library'ull ornpletaly furnishrd,

L
. rﬂrn;‘-ﬁ - v”r\Ipn P
S ’ e - ) hh AV wdad. .2 »

4
5 .

3
-

. .
Skad tuggs, Bil. snd J. C. " gshington, bick McClish,

Bounus Eroth rs, Jaday Coil 4nd C-lvin nolire wers prominent

o -

ranchers ot that vicinitys

‘ R - . . ¢
vaddy voll was a very prouinent sgan in church and

2
L4

fraterpul affuirs and was descended from tne Ruch ramily for
[X

-

. .
whoir Rush Uprings was numed, -

[
SaLT GR UNLE,
¢ o . . -
The salt grounds went fror. ied -liver Lo ush Dpriags, .

] . i
along cn Heaver Creek both east and west und on Ciche, Cow,

‘and Kush Creess. . . ’ o . )

CoW TOW™'S. o

. Madill gkush s;rings, caddo, Chiekasn:, ad:, sddington,

€

and Sugden werr the le.ding feo-i.ag plxcns)shipping and con-

;

cont;ating points,
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LEPUTY UNITED STAZES M/RSHALS.

-

| : . -

fathan Ross, charlie,Lehman, Mount Morriss ind Glaude

‘ralbot were some of the Daputy United Stutes Marsh:is whom
.l knew. N - ’ ’ »

* . , ¥RRY LALDINGS..
- |

Frog.ureek mxas southwest of Red Tiver Crossing, old

’
z

? Spanish rort, xzier rerry, Horse. Stoe bond inu He.

-

P RCE &
s

soathwrst 0f Marietta, -~re thz ferry lan<®™ .-

Stat{qn,

ey
) *RONTITR 2CiNSy

» R -~ .

” . N -

thickasha, ade and pPauls v"alley vere umong the *e:rlies‘t'\
of the frontier towns. .

. 8ters, - ~

4

¢alvin nplmn¢,a Sergeunt Jf tort SilllAlso‘did service
~at Fort Arbucklglin the mdﬁntJEhS, sent oué mounted a%thcn- i
menté to kill the buffalo Jréupd rort $ill .nd in the Arbuckle
Mountains in order to try to starva out the Indians,
* INANCING.
The éattlemen‘ﬁere finuuéieﬁ by th; commicsion g?ﬁpynias
and thgy in turn helped thé smgliér morcgants aﬁd fariers by

~

taking chattel mortgages. -

N
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, HORSE RACZE,
Le_
, . \ B o
e . . ) R J - . , .
The races. always met sturting on rriday :md lasting
) ' B
till monday, and they wou%d bet, loose saddles, guns; coats "
and their saddle horses or ahything they had thut they could
bet. <whe races Wers usually held ih "the spring about March
. L i \2‘ \\
and in the fusl in Qctober over at warimttz. Many Indians
wou ld qttend the r-ces and 1lso the Am?ficmn covwboys would ’
“be theras in large numoers,
¥ X B - - .
i . ,T{“LX-?‘S‘ P ) '
A fee of ¥5.0C was peid for citizéhsLl" veicvilees, —une o

from $25.,00 to #15U.C0 were thr fsnc % tr.dsric lie-nsr. cost for

¢

the stock handled with ths oniex:saw - 12 Qlrroxee nutions,
v o e BMG ROMES. U -

-

~ -
», » S -

there were stage stands at »ort worth, iexas, ror§:81ll,“'

. ~ -
- Fort-yobb, rort-tibson.and rort wrowson., = = - -1
. ¥ - — B - T
. _ . -,
. ~~ . . . — . " s © .
—' . M’.MO.’\.[AL& . —_ S
@ \ -7 ) ~

whon I was u little boy my sister ind 1 used to helpa '

man Keep his vineyard cle.ar of 1l the wends ind 19039 Tub-

///gish. ‘ ;

W2 would ilways pick some cotton t0 mike our own
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mongy, too and when they ware miking plan% 4o build = brlck
”r fp‘ %«tv

_chureh we a901dnd we moulu contribute our littl offorlng,

“
4

I gave §5.Jo.in 2o1d at my pirt, €0 iaute.d of using ¢

~ that toward thq build#he fund, it wis pluced inside of. a

‘Bible that my’mothpr guve 1o be pl:i:emd in Ehe corner sione,

I did not Yn.w this until l WS ablb si7=d bay. }his eaire!.

was built, finished 1nd furnish~d by rrank . nadcon.

.

In in Jli churel, in  washinztes u. . ther- ic Masiorial
LR “ .- ‘ .
window dedicytni to wy zrendf . ther wetts, who wie u pioneer
. . . .  ?

methodist preacher of u-ori. n:vgt.oli tonfeder te; :Iter
¢ : . . . ’ r
the War be joined T y~tiholdist =viccon:l Ghurca  ewshe 7

ot
C O HLOIRLOUM,

I have a beautiful h.nd painted pitcﬁér decorited with .

flowars which aré all ruised. It is hand-piinted 1nd ede~d
. ¢ . s o . .

in goid. this pitcher %18 handed Jdown the gsneritions frow .

my great . grandmuther MeGDuy - te har dsught~r, wy srandmother- - - -

-

bradford and -on to hor d_u¢htn‘, mg mdthag,and then 1t cume

- [ B . _: 1S N . . ] - )
to ne. . . . TN ’
P e ’ . - 0

- - . . . ) .
1his vusae _was used on, tha table 1t a bAnquetAgiVﬂn in

- PR, .

honor of Lafuyette st a place in Jlrvlnlm nplr Mount Vornon,

’
.

.
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the hom of George Washington. It'is.at least two hundred

yeurs old.
. ~ I IS

My wife's father and mother, with ‘twel¥e other families

E

coms isting of about £Afty or more psople, emigrated from.

,

Virginia to Georgia, then to Texas.and on to Oklahoma. by

(<3

o
LGS

ox-wagon; thers was a long train% all driving ox tesms. After
: -,

they- reached Texas thay located in Johnson Couuty snd from
! ; et , :

there they-camg‘to Indian Territofy, and bought relinquiéh-"p
meﬁts from Marieyland Trout qf twbrquartér sections. I met
my wife af Rocky, 'a vefy srall place in WashiteCounty ﬁherd}
at that time, there was only ona store building of br;ék,—bne
merchandise store and a‘ﬁost Bffice.‘ |

We were married at Hobart, at the First Methodist Church
by the Reverend ur. J. A. Parks. He ;i§ed'at;H0bart for a

' while and yeqt‘pqﬁ@ﬁig@aehg gnd'tpegfon dpﬁn to Weurike.



