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Ethel. V, Elder, ' . *
-Investigator,. • . . - .'

" Zfecember 2t 1937«- ,A •

An Interview With Thomas Bradford
Watts, North-Meridian Street, Wauri^a. . .

I was born June 23, 187&,'at uave Springs,. jj-loyd -County,

Georgia. ' "

My father 's name was .George Troupe Watts', born at yount

Hope, Georgia. He died_ May, 18&2,.in£i is buried at Gave Spring.

? Georg ia . t ' •_ A A

My mother's name.was i-ila Matilda Bradford, born in
< . f. f

Cherokee county, Alabama, idle i s buried at uave Springs,

Georgia.

grandfather, on my mother's side war-: named Judge Janes

s buri<-d in Cherokee County, Alabama.

All I know about, jay grandmother on ray mother's side is
^ -" " - \ '

that she. is buried-^gt Uedar mrai, Polk County, Georgia..

Jirandfather on • my father 's side was-named ilope Hull

• Watts;a Methodist c i rcui t Rider? buried at Mount Hope/rolk
County, tieorgia. .

Grandmother on my father 's side was naia^d Maiesia King;

rburied at iiount Hope, Georgi#. ' • " ' •
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I left the stdte of Georgia th" yp *r lr waa sixteen
' * *

of age with three o"thnr. man.

We f ina l ly reached ttewOvloans md i bought a yoke o.f

oxen from a man- nose fterriwether, ..aid uz'ov*: on down to

Louisiana ,md\> was" there about ton or $'I»ven days prosp

and fiBhing-; th^n I sold t ^ oxaa md bought Wo liora«G with-

out-saddles as i used my beaaing for a sauui^ and s t a r e d to

'fexas riding horseback, i way 'on tii^rroad obout f-n duys;

I camped a t "aples, Texau, for a few a-sys te 5̂ >s-t up and

l e t my hors^ r e s t , whil^ here at Waplas I n^t a f i r s t cousin

of my fatBRi, - nuo^d J . B, "A'attti. JV° , bought tnr/»^ lv>ad of?

horses, andc :P on ovnr to marietta,crossed 'A^.l piv-r at the
• * /'***"•

ford of the Old Spanish £oiwfrj- ?<*xus.

The f i r s t job i had was with J^rry '..'ashingtort and two

.bro the r s and Sobe Love; they w^re a l l cor\,u<->ct̂ J in business .

some-way and l worked there* for ovr»r thr"» y ° i r s . o n t h e i r

ranch; they ownpd raost a l l of the chickasaw na t ion "is c a t t l e

ranches . «v- • . . . . _ >

I l e f t th^re and then went to 6urn»yvili*» and ?/orked

there a t the corn she H e r for two seasons, sold gra in to

Keels Grain Companyat Vernon, 'ifexa's; vs=> hauled the corn
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In th8 spring 1 went back to Alabama to r e l i e f my-

brother who was working at the lumbo.r- mi l l , ' - ! Worked there

about one year and then when the finish-African war

broke out 1 en l i s t ed .a t Home, Georp-a, in May lfa'̂ B.

d only fifty-*rour hours i;k r<»,_?il tr s

was promoted to tv^crpt ^orvic« for tn<=> an-iy tti» r^f-t of the

tiDJr 1 was in th*> 'fl*x v'ith Spain.

i received my honor Jbl^ di.sctnrg^ on l/.ay L?, ICO^ at

ifort McPherson and imraodint^ly wpnt back' to my old howp at

Caŷ » Springs, Georgia,to s^e ny roth^r j worked th»r» "for

one yea'r for H* B» ' i ' i l i j and ydinp my and camr back to ['nr

i came on th^ t ra in to UHinsvtxif»s Texas, and thru rodf on'

horseback to Marietta. *the following spring 1 vv«nt to ny

brothers up in th<* Arbuckl^. Mount-iin.° wher^ th r̂*-1 w<>rp? r.ix

boys "from Atlanta and cave Springs, Georgia, who had come down

to be a t the Opening/ So we t i l st?rt«d out for La>vton to

"' r eg i s t e r , som* ridin?: without Baidl^s^conp rfdinr saddled •

hors»§,*3itcr sosi^ in cov^rod \vh-±r$ln'. ^v^a"!-! dr^ir".!-'^ -p

numbers but only bnr» boy fil«d^ md h^ drew l--sni vvhr»r° the

town of Chutt mooga now etMiis, n& f-im^d th«» Iani -ind rmde

two cropSj then sold i t to N d̂ r^s^ipns p.t Anadarko <for a.

tov&site. .
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•A I went to uhiekasha than nnd w»nt to work for a

cotton o i l company as cotton buyer incP tb»^/eroct»d about

^thir ty gins; then l v?ue trt.nrfr»rr«d to nocky in vanhit i..

County and bought ,c;ins for my conp'-my for '. whil^ th-r. -«̂ i

' wat then put in th<- construction *0rV,. r • „

WP built- fcf»v^n'^ir.c th >v yp> ^r ind th^ n-̂ 4t. bui l t a

and then ?.">r<? f-f-nt ov^r to ^p^ch« for s^v^ral ripiith:.. •

We. i^n.t to 7iichit;i; Kanfet-s-, ^nd wcrk»d iVr t. f.->,r '..or,

with an enginerin/, ' corporation -xnd th» bi.; Ark-in&jf H

ilood Caiŝ  down on ufc ^nJ WP lor j. V-v*ryiiiin- in .^;micM

except one* foutkT pi-iO'* n^ ou-- i*ocking ch--.ir. '.vr'tl;

back to imadarko. whore i worked for -\ ?>.. month::* with a

Px'oducp storage distr ibution company out of Oklahona u i t y .
p

Then.l v,-ont to work inr th^ spring for thf> uock Islr-m-i

and pacific Kailroad ir? fr-^i^ht foreman ut Anad .rkoj wns "

promoted to bn yard foreman and worked on tho tr.iin s^rvicr*

of mix^d local mJ pa.',s^ngp>r freight .train.*; for c^v^ral uonthr,

to "•ni«i on .» f l . ^iri*' job on thr> Hock Island

c...

1 was then

and pacific Hailro^d out of »'nid. -
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A f t e r ! l e f t Kttid'l 'caffia to th« 'p lace whAFf* wuurika i s ^

and bought a home here and ' haye be^n here; <=?vpr a inco .

"' ^ WOLF HUNTING.

Over at (Jhatt-mooga, r^vora i ye .rfi f̂:c>/ i vs.-ss OJI^ of

par ty ofi»about fift-^^n m^n who hplpe.d to ^ n t o r t i i r . fonv-r

Pres iden t Thpod>or« Koos^velt on a wolf bupt . ««* h> a ihout

seven or ei^rit of h is inv i t ed f r ^ o d " in Mi" -virty. r h t t

.was the f i r s t wolf the' p res iden t hid *Vf»r ropod -vr̂ d fr» was

g r e a t l y t h r i l l e d over x i s lu<<-.. This p a r t y , l a s t e d for onn

week. ' !i

BV.FFALO TRAIL. *

West of nocicy, down ce^r the o .̂d .ashingtoa H ^ C ^ o n e '

buffa lo t r a i l bpgun und 7/ound on in to thr rvorthw^st Pu

to the old Wagoner 'IVail, l a t a r to another .

CAKP IF*. T-INGS. '

The old Hobbins oump Ground wis on° of thp l a r ^ n t cnm >

grounds I renombor any ¥;hRr».~. -rhoro were, about forty shocks

bui l t from th.-> R w mill's lumber to takf» cirp> of thp vis i tors

and a l l of the preachers; thf* land vfas »ndaw«d from private
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ownership and deeded to the uonferegace. Khieh superintended',

the grounds consisting^of about forty acres. The Tibernucl-

was buil t from native tre^s and covered with fhin.;:^£ and

ha$. home -made benches and u atruvv floor. The- T'lbrrh »cl»

covered' about one acre of ground and was built in a beautiful

grove oi* tr^es v-ith running wtiter from thp Mountain springs.

The preacheiH1 t»ut built for the preach^rt to etudy or

re&t in 'aas about i'orty by eiglity feet; sev^rix bur̂ .ti Wf>re

buil t along the i i i i *ricJ tables WPTP made too out of native

lumber to us-3 in the pro-tcherc room. Luiitorns ;.iid coal o i l

lamps v/e-re iiun^ ov«=>ry v/herp in tLo tre^s ui:d Iron, su^-orts # <>

under the T9bnni'^cl^. *

tsishop Tom'ilerce wu.- the ncteu j rn xyh^i -A.U' John B*

Robbins wâ  thr circui t rid^r* i h^ve. i,r°>n fro.4 five to eight ,

thousand people on the c. mp ground aud .luring one me<-iing i

saw two hundred md fifty people converted, in on«̂  ni^jht, in

a meeting hold by tu ~. L* Ticiinona, J-ohn j * . c<obbiii£; and Can

Jones, ' ' " ' ^

Sam Jones was the greatest taet-LOuitt S'^n{"oli^t of ins

time; IIP di^d on the train going 6ut. oi Oklahoma city u few

years ago after holding u c^t i i^ : iih c. ^ . Gurey.
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My father built a four-roUn suite on to his homn

* \ .

just especially for the hp^dqiuirtrriJ of 'orpflcL r̂fa o:" a l l

dedomiiiations, consisting of two bed roon's-, n «v>e^-tion roan

and a library ull donpi^teiy furnished.

Skad L'u^gs, u i i x and J , C. • ashington, uick KcClish,

HounUs broth- r s , ijaday u o i l and u--.lvin «ol:i=^ v/̂ r-'4 pronin^nt

ranchers or th«;t vicinity".

Daddy c o i l Wvis a very prouin^nt «&an in church arid ,

frcitarnul a f f a i r s and was dpsc»nd<»d from tne Kush Family for

whom Hush spr ings was n,um«»d. •
t

SALT GR VNJS.

The s a l t grounds wont fro:, 'den -'.ivpr U.> 'u^h :-.;ri-ifA>

along on Beaver ure«k both f>a?-t and wp>st ,A\.i on vi cii^ , cow,

and Hush'or°p»r:a. . > >

' W T0YPT>. " -

f r i nge , uadJo, uhickjsn.i, Adj., .Adding*-on,

and Sugden WPI^ th^ le.idin^ f̂  • uug pi JC^H. shipping md con-

centra ting points.
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1EPUTY UNITED STAiEC M/.RSEALS.'

i < •

Hoss, Charli6. Lghman, Mount Morriss ind ulaude

Talbot Wf»re some of thp iteputy united States Marsh dn whom

1 knew.
r-

LAI;DIKGS'..

W/og,i;ile^k)
1i*jxah) aoutnwes't ol* HeJ r.iv^r Crossing, old

Spanish r o r t , >z ter i?erry,- norce. Shop iacnd in^ i^^ !".iv*r

ft^st of M a r i e t t a , - " ^ th? ferry _lan'"*\ .

Uhlckasha, Adc. and P_auis v'illey wei-e among

of the frontier towns*

Calvin tiolin^.^a Se rvan t .it i«ort i : i l i ; also, did service •

a t Fort Arbuckl** in the mountains, seni out mounted a t tach-

ments to k i l l the buffalo around i<ort ^ i l l .nd in th« Arbuckle

Mountains in .order to t ry to starvo out thft Indians.

"tNAMCING.

•The cattl«>r^?n" weay* financial' by the commit&ion compini^s

and they in turn helped the smaller m»rch'ints ind finr.ors by

taking chat te l mortgages.
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—0 H-*C3k-» r-

The races, always met starting oin irriday .ind lastingT T
t i l l Monday, and they would bet . loose saddles, guns* coats
» ' - I- ' r

and their saddle horse3 or anything they had thut they could

bet. xh.e racea wore usually held in 'the spring about March

and in th? fuj.1 in Octobor ov=»r at fwri^ttv. ̂ Many Indians

would a t tend tho r-icps and a lso th<4 American cowboys v?ould

-PAT'S.

be thers in iur^p numbprs.

A fee of ^5.00 was paid for c i t i zpnc i . i - ;/iv'ilr»•-«•?.,-^nd *

from 926.OQ to j?l&0.00 w^r« thn c ^ r . a tr.d-»3r.lL lie-ns--. cost fo r

the stpGk handled with th»• ohiCK liaw. >ci ^L-rok-'* n a t i o n s .

M • _ . ' ,/" v STAG" RO'J'F.S. ' ' '.' ' -

There were stage s tands a t jjdrt warth,- if?xus, i«ort

jfort (iobbj jrort uibson.'and r o r t xowson.
>-

Whan I was n l i t t l e boy my s i s t e r mi I us°d to help a

man keep h i s vim*yard c l e a r of t i l . the w^ds \nd IOOSP rub-

bish . W3 would ^lwiys pick s>ome cot ton to n-ikp our own
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mon3y; too, and when they w«tre making p i ma t o build a br ick

church we decided we woulvi contr ibute our l i t t l ^ o f f e r i n g .

I gave $5.00 in gold at my p i r t , zo in^t^ id of uain^ '

"thatr toward th^ bui lding fund, i t \̂ -JLS placed ;tnsido ofr a

Bible t ha t rcy mothpr g'iVo to bp plicr^d in tfi^' tu rner a ton^.

I did not kn-'W th i s u n t i l 1 v/;^ <••[ big siz^d boy. i h i s cnurcl.

was b u i l t , f inished jsnd furnished by r rank i-. nudson.

in m vl.i. church m r.-ashin^ton L;. U . t h T - it :;io

window dedic\it^ i to v.y ^r.-.ridf *thcr * r i t t s , v/ho i',af a pioneer

Hethodist pif.'ich^r of U'or^i:. :y: -..old i'^r.frt ier -xn ; ^rt^r

the WSr h« joined "TIT̂  y\tin>.ii.£ t ""yi'rco^il Ohur.u.i -Jcu").« '

I have a benut i ful h ,nd paintod p i t c h e r decor x bod with

flowers which are a l l ru icod . I t i s l u n d - p a n t ^ d md edg<*d

in jgold. u'his p i t c h e r s i s handpd down the ^ n ^ r h t i o n s from .

my grea t .grandmother Meuray-to her d^ue^ht-r, rny: , T h

ia»adfdrd and -on to hnr dv>.i^ht»r, cy nuth^r and th^n i t

t o -me • . • ' 1^ • " " " - . - " »

~ uliis vase^ was used on the- tab le i t d b.Jiquf>t giv^n in

honor of Lafayet te «t*a p lace .in Virg in ia no ,v Mount Vernon,"



WATTS, THOMAS BRADFORD INTERVIEW , 9412 *

the hose of (poor®© Washington. I t " i s . a t lea; : t two hundred

years old.

My wife's father and mother, with twelve other families

consisting of about fifty or more people, emigrated from-
r

Virginia to Georgia, then to Texas.and on to Oklahoma by

ox-wagon; there was a long train, all driving ox teams. After

they-reached Texas they located in Johnson County and from

there they came to Indian Territory, and bought relinquish-,

ments from Mnrley And Trout of two quarter sections. I met >

my wife at Rocky, a very snail place in WashitaCounty where',

at that time, there was only OP3 store building at brick, one

merchandise store and a post office.

We were married at Hobart, at the First Methodist Church

by tha Reverend Uv. J. A. Parks. We lived at Hobart for .a

while and went to Chickasha and then on down to Waurika.


