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l A E B ^ ' / J anua ry 25, ,1899

Parents Lois "icxd, noar hloomer,
Dora More, Arkansas.

I.ly mother's peoplp were Choctaws but they stopped

at .alnut Tree. Arkansas*, when., they were driven from

their hones. A lo t of Indians were ki l led there because

they would not ,go any fa r ther . They thought i t was a

disgrace to come here by being driven l ike ca t t l e , is they

were.

s Garland was Mother's cousin and,, he s tar ted an

Indian vi l lage where he was bringing the Indians together •

to become civi l ized but my motherrs people said that they

were already c ivi l ized and did not need his assistance nor

any assistance from the Government. The vi l lage was l a t e r

called Garland's Stand and was s ix and three quarters of a
• i

mile from Tsmaha..

In 1891, when Mother was thir teen her family-

into the Choctaw Nation.
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Allotnent, 1907.
[ • i

* . A

My.great-aunt Molly More made a tour and visited her

whole family of relation and told them not to al lot , that

they were able to make, their o.wn living without ,the help

of the Government. r>

Grandfa the r ' s mother was a G-arland. Sage Garland made

tTO t r i p s ou t to see i f we wanted to a l l o t as he could

take i t , over Molly Morc 's head i f we wanted t o . I was

eight years o ld a t t h a t t ime . My s t e p - f a t h e r , E. M. Long-

streath^said he thought we should take the allotment but

we never did.

*,."e moved to the Cherokee Nation to keep fron allotting

and Grandfather quit writing to a l l the r elations who

allotted. He and his people had pulled away from the

Choctaw Tribe on account of the treatment and abuse d£

the Government as they had signed three treaties but had

been-driven back and back until they did not want anything

to do with th'e Government no-r with anyone who had anything

to do with the Government.
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- Civil War.

The Civil T.ter caused some of the Jiforcs to change

their names. Grandfather Henry changed his iiaiae from More

to IvSorse and he fought on both s ides . He was heading for

the northern Recruiting Office when he was conscripted for

the .Southern side and served on the Southern side for
t

eighteen months. During a battle^ a friend slipped him a

Northern suit.1 ' He always called i t his stolen sui t and he .

fought for three hours on thejtforthern s ide . -Three days

later he was signed in at L i t t l e Rock and went out scouting

with a dozen men and tliat was his business for the res t of

the V.ar. • The reason he wanted to fight on the Korthern side

was because he had a brother who was mean to his negroes

and Grandfather Henry knew that his brother would have to

release his slaves if the Itorth won the war. Grandfather

Henry is-buried in the Blaine odd Fellows' Cemetery.

fjsnry Worse's brother, Jim Lloss, fought on the Northern

side a l l the way through the war for the saiae reason and

is buried in the Danville', Arkansas, Cemetery.

anything else. None of the Choctaw families went to his
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funeral on account-of his actions during the war. They
*

had had nothing to' do with him while <he lived. .

Chitto Harjo.

Chitto Harjo started complaining about the Indians

accenting the acreage "allotment. He wanted th"e whites to

come in and develop the country and then move out leaving
-, & -

t *
i

the country to the Indians", in 1884 he met the United
s

States Senators at 'lulsa Town and said he would acpept

allotment if the land was not deeded. - If the land was

allotted to the Indians and not^deeded, i t could not be

taxed nor sold. In that v/ay i t would be of no use to anyone

but the Indians. He wanted ground lef t for the towns and

villages, too. Chitto Harjo was smart and was qualif ied\to

talk in almost any language. ' . \ |

He was against the Dawes Oomuission and in 1899 he

organized- a council and was going to make the non-citizens ,

move out. of the country Yfhen he saw f i t . He made tours to

keep in contact with his five thousand members, n i s strongest

followers were from Beep Fork'country. There were some from

most of the t r ibes but none from the Osagea.1
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George Eursary and £lec McCoy were Cherokee partners

"and ruled right along with Harjo. They had long black

braids. Somebody got them into the- cpurt house to buy

cattle. There were barbers and chairs in the court house

and they were told that if they did not sign the allotment

the barbers would cut t;ieir liair off.. They were scared

s until they signed, then the younger Indians or follower

of them signed,' too. That was in Sallisaw.

Choctaws Robert iuc£lvaina and hiley'L'cElvaina were

forced' in a similar way at Talihina. Later, they were

made Deputy U. S. Iwarshals out of Muskogee and had their

hair cut of their own-accord. - ". ^/

U ? ^ . Marshals^.

Bob-Killingsworth was the, leader of all the United

States Marshals and he is a hundred 'and five years old

.if he, is still living. He was living last year at Hitch-itar""

One man was an outlaw and when the Government sent word"

that the ones who came in and promised to turn away from

being outlaws would be given pardons; this man came in and

was made a marshal. Mr. Killingsworth would-go out without
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a gun to ta lk ;fehe men into coming in- for this pardon. Lots

came of the i r own accord "and as far as I know made good
s

y

citizens. ^ .

>• • A First ..ire Fence. . ' -

This fence started at the Spaulding.bridge. >It was

first a ford, then a ferry, and then a bridge, which crossed

the Arkansas River near Muskogee andf went east and west to
s ' \

a place just east of the Creek Orphans' Home or school at

Okmulgee. There was a d is t r ic t fence here to keep1 the\

cattle from ro.aming too far. ** X

Whenever a white man married an Indian he was-allowed,

to fence whereevsr he wanted and his fence was not bothered

but if he was not married to an Indian his fences would be

cut and ruined.^

' • \ • . • ' ' . Mail.- Star Route.

Mrs: Crib son *s husband was"e mail carrier and when he

died she carried the mail for the rest of the t^rm.- . Mun - J

'.Vhitecotton was her bondsman. The route was from Okmuigee

to"~Sharp"and^Jenesss. " ' -

x Jeness. . "-*

Jeness was a half mile .south of the v/ilson School and

was named for the f i rs t and" oldest resident who owned
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the store where the post office was. Westfall owned i t

la ter ; Ihere was a s tore and post of ice and gr i s t mil l

from 1907 to 1911 at Jeness.-

Viater •Y^ells.

,e, V.ater wells* were dr i l led for most everyone on Hor^y

Creekp51Drts>£reek and FourJIi le. Creek by .."illiam Perry \

Pouncu He had been a cowboy from Texas and a law officer^

before he came here.

Indian ways.

Alec Thompson was one of the Snake \Indians and very

treacherous. Vi'e were the only whites who\ coula get along

wirth him. Ly father kept whiskey for medicine and to give

to the Indians as a peace offering, lie j»ut\what he thought

Alec could drink without\ gett ing too much in\a bot t le and

\ • \hid the rest . When Alec drank that and asked ror more, he
1/

told him i t was a l l gone .but th«re would be morfe next weelfc.

Alec would leave and not coine back for a week the^n he would

come back and ask for whiskey

- • His nephew was an invalid\for nineteen years with . v

tuberculosis. Alec took^good- cVW of the boy and loved him

a14 that-time. Everything a person owned, Government pay

. # •
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'% off\ allotment and personal belongings, went to the .family

with Worn the person was l iving when vTdied. The nephew

\ ' -

got worse and Alec sent word for his relat ives to come and

see him\before i t was^too la te ." t.hen they came they brought

an ambulance to take him to ' the Muskdgee Hospital, .alec

shot and kil led the boy before they' could get him into

A
the ambulance. If he Jiad died at the hospital his belong-

ings would haVe gone to the re la t ives who put him in the

hospital. Ale\ was given a sentence of three years»and

six months but -She Govex-nment Agent got him out.

-A
i.lea had his\horses in a big corral and would get in

tliere with a whip ^nd then '..hip them until they were ready

to stampede, open th^ gate and turn them loose on the

pasture.- Then he would run after them on foot and lasso
\

one. -hen he got on it\ if it did not buck with him, he\ A " - . v •
would" no.t go to town. I i \ the horse bucked Alec went

expecting good luck.

The Lizzie Erom Luting-house at Okmulgee.

Lizzfle brown was Vill l.loi-ton's aunt' and she had an
-\ . A .

eating-house at -the southeast corner from the Council

House. The path went from the CouAcil^House to the, well,'*
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and then on to her^eeting house. She served Indian, dishes •

.of wild game and corn, 'e tc . Ihat was in* 189E.. ' >e lived

neighbors with her for a long tirae.

Y/hen Lizzie Lrown came to our" house she never disturb-

ed us by knocking but stood around in the yard un t i l someone-

noticed her and asked ner ' to come in« 3oraetimes she would

s tay ,a l l night with us and as soon as she heard us s t i r r i n g .-.

around in the rooming she v;ould get up and s l i p out and

go home, pometimes we would watch,for 'her when she came

out of the house and a^k- her to stay for breskf ast but"
• *•*• • -h. ,—• , »s

V^.v - " {&

she would decline at f i r s t , say;L3$g that sate would have to

go feed the dog or do some other chore bi*l when we insisted

she would est wî tBT us.
Her home was a four-room house, which was rented out

and^a two-room house was b u i l t fo r~her io l i v e in so t h a t

she could.be c l o s e to Her husband ' s g rave . The new house

T?as about a hundred f e e t o r l e s s from h i s _sfave"V--Siie^jras

a good and in te l l igent Indian; she was blinu for four years

before her death-.

Lone Vsolf Crossing on the 3anta>Fe Tra i l .

The Lone u'oJLf Grossing was between Osage and Kay; .

Counties on the south side of the bend, near Cxbowl Bend
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where the Arkansas River turns south. fIhe Sante h'e Trai l '

crossed there instead of/' cross ing the notorious pra i r ie and

•went'Into the rough woods for protection.

Grossing on Arkansas hiver. " %

There was another ford to th"e Osa:e side on the north

side of the benfd coming from .-'ash Uriger's Indian v i l l age . ,
• " - '*' *

•.ash Unger's vi l lage and school.

xhis school was one 02 the biggest In'dian schools and

v/as established by the Indians for convenience but was

acknowledged by the Government.

" '.here w?:.s another school six and three quarters miles-

north and west of ,".ash linger's. I t was * the school of-the

Kaw Indians. _ 'Itey never had any~,lsnd but rea l ly belonged to

the Osage I r i be . vihey were warriors of the usages and were

called after the vil lage ot *Kaw. V.'hite Horse was a messenger

to the-Kaws from the usages. Free Lookout i s the i r Chief

now. He kindled a f i re in,l 'j54 to brii.g rain and did get

noisture but^not a real raia-.' a

, '" Sharp Cemetery.

A quarter mile north of where Sharp stands and a half

mile east i s a cemetery where they buried Indians, white3 and
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negro3s.

*' Old Cussetab Burying Ground.

Over the Hugh Henry Hill on Third Street, Henryetta,

A three and a half miles north at "ffie foot of a hi l l are three

graves with stone houses which'are falling in. Bessie

' Hell's fatner, Judge Downing ,is buried there.

. Two Starr Graree?;Belle's— Henry's..

The Saddlehorn rock cave on Greenwood crossing on the

Korth Canadian belonged to Henry Starr-and his brother ani

is not belle 3tarr',s cave. The brother was killed in the

mouth of this cave and this killing caused Henry to turn

outlaw* The brother had been innocent of any crime.

iel le Starr 's cave was up the river on'the South

Canadian river on Younger Bend, fourteen miles north and

three miles east of Quinton. It faces up river northwest.

'.he opening of the cave is as big as a room ana a person

at the house across the river could guard i t . The house

belonged to Belle Starr too. Inere is a seven and a half

foot.tombstone to her grave across the river from the

s cave on her allotment. One of her share-croppers, who was

one of her gang for she didn't do business with an out-
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sider, killed her. <- , -'

She had been in the habit of having someone put in

a share crop and when "the work was done she would run

him off and take the whole crop. This man ?/ould not run.. -

^elle had tried to get him to leave and had told him he

had- better bq. gone when she got back that night. He was

•on the road at nine o'clock the next morniug', shot her*

and she fell from her hors,'e.

Some people think she was killed in the Stairstep

Mountains but she was,not. She" was wounded but caught

the collar of a bell-horse and'rode it down and out of

the mountains,. Eleven horses followed the bell-norse and

I figure they protected her from the officers like breast-

work. Later, the officers found a new made grave and /"

said it was the grave of Belle Starr.

Original Ozark Trail.

ihe original Ozark Tr§il went from Springfield, Lissouri,

to Tahlequah, to Fort Gibson where the two trails crossed,

to- loiskogee to the 266 Highway east of Henryetta, crossed

by ferry at El Reno, went to Sayre and into the Texas .

Panhandle.
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Branch of Ozark T r a i l .
• ' • /

This branch crossed the.,original t r a i l at Fort Gibs'on
-- '

and also the Grand River by the SpauJding Ferry at Fort

Gibson, went on to Eoynton, Okmulgee, west to Nuyaka/to- the

No. 11 highway, crossed the Deep Fork Piver at Sharp, passed

th'e '..'ilson School to Ninth St ree t , Henryetta, and- I believe

went down the Rainbow Highway to Raima* Atoka, and crossed

the South Canadian at Francis and on into Texas.

Santft Fe Tra i l .

This was called "<i"hiskey Route from Joplin to Lewar.

From Joplin to Ba-rtlesville, south to a mile east of l i g -

heart, which is Earnsdall now, to Avant, Sfeiatook. Tulsa,

south to ukmulgeeTtook the r iver route east of uktnulgee at

a crossing by Coalton,bottoms and crossed Coal Creek a mile

and a half south of 6'oalton on 5uffalo Crossing where there

was a sycamore t r ee . (This t ree was spared in the Anti-ftlalaria

'.YPA Project), ,.est between the creek and mountain and i t

followed the bench of the mountain west around the point and

crimbed the edge and i t was hard for the creek was close,

then by the No. 5 and No. 6 mines at Dewar. Through Henry-

etta, 3print4i. i l , . Ada, crossed at Lavrton v/hen going to t he ,
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old For t , from A'da i t crossed a t Greenwich when, going

into Texas.

H e l l ' s Half Acre.

The Whiskey Tra i l was named for a notorious

peddler, Clarence Roper.and werit to a place c a l l e d H e l l ' s

Half Acre. • " ;

Cherokee Well had a dive there ana t he r e were two or

three hundred t e n t s t h e r e . The ground is owned by

Judge slaves,of Okmulgee new* Many people were t raced t h a t

far and no f a r t h e r . Al l the corrupt men and women of the -

towns congregated t h e r e . A family named Johnson l i v e s on

G'hejfokee N e l l ' s place now. 'ihere "was an olet"bridge a half
s

•mile south of the new bridge on ooal ^reek on the Main uzark

Trail that, v/as celled Hold Up "ridge a::d i t deserved this

name. >

The Government 3ent men .in here to slean this place

v " " • * -
c o X a

p

out but coXald do nothing as the ones who could tell what

_ they needed to know were afraid of the officers. \ iley Lei-

ton, cleaned it up with the hefp of Cherokee Nell as she

would trust him and tell him the truth when she would not

tell outsiders.
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ttzarkand Saute :?e Cattle Trails Crossed.

Th83e tv7O t r a i l s crossed a mile east of where Sharp

is'now or vihere the old Sharp was. There is an old embank-

ment there where the mill pond was,(seven to ten i:;en "worked

in the mill and about twenty ~fr\re. -done- tiie"Tocging). Two

hundred yards north is where Loti Niger's Clan Tea n v/as.

This clan town was named iXifaula Town. l.Ioti Tiger made a

"move to get re cognized-by the Government and wanted to gefr

c'ivili-zed before they a l l ro t ki l led off. He accepted a l l

colors into his organization. Gerland 'came in v/ith him.

(In other words he was for allotment and advancement where

Chitto ilar jo v/as against them).

Old battleground. Indians in Ariahsaa.

curing the o iv i l ,,r-r the Indian Territory Jnuians

had a bat t le three n i les west of Knoxville on the Heimeson-

'>erring farin. Skeletons and bones "feere brought iLto the

river idountain store where I saw them. I t must have been

a 1ig ba t t l e .

Fer r i es . -

Sumrxrs' ferry at Webbers Falls was run by Mother's

cousin.
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Spaulding Ferry was a t U ^ t Gibson.

A mile and a half northwest of Schulter in a field was
*

a big Indian cemetery. °* '


