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. -Interviewer, Grace Kelley, -
" : ' October 9, 1937, T

“ Interview with Leroy ward,
Henryetta, Oxlahome.

, DSV /.Tanuary 26, 1899
S
Parents Lois %icrd, ncar cloomer, ark.
bora lorc, Arkansas. ”
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Iy mother;s people were Choctaws but they stopped
at .‘alnut Tree._Arkansasi when, they were driven from
their homes. A lot of Indiens were killed there because
they would no£ago eny faftﬁer. They thought it was a ‘

<

disgrace to come heré by being &riyen like cattle, &s they
were.

*«Sage‘Gerland was mothér's cousin and, he started an
Indian village where he was btringing the Indigns togéthér ‘
to become civilized but my mother's people s?id that they
wére already civil;zed end did not need h;s aséistance nor
any éssistance from the Government. ‘The village was %ater.
called Garland's Stand and was six and three'quarters_of a .,

5 ]

mile from Temaha..

-

In 1891, when Mother was thirteen her femily-ceme

into the Choctaw Nation.

”
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T ) Allgtment, 1907. | . i ‘.
My_g?eat-aunt.Molly Mor; made a tour and visited her

'whole family of relatioﬁ QAd tolé them ﬂét to allot, that :
they were able to make.§ﬂéir own living vithout ,the help

of the Government. ”

Grandfatﬁer's mofher(was a Garland. Sage Garland made
two trips out to see if we wantea to allot a; he couid
teke it, over hMolly Mofc's heed if we wented to. I was
eight years old at that time. My step-féther, =. M. Long-
streathzsaid he thought we should tske the sgllotment but
we never did. -

e movéd to the Chérokee Nation to keep from allotting
and Graendfather quit writing to all the relations who
allotted. He and his people -had gulled away from the
 Choctaw Tribe on account of the tréatment and abuse oF
the Govérnmgnt as téey had signed three treaties but had
been‘d£iven back end back until they did not want anything
to do wiﬁh tile Government nor with enyone who had anything

to do with the Govermment.

. ~

e,
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Civil VWar.

-

-

The Civil War cesused some of the Mores to change

-

their nsmes. Graﬁﬁfétﬂer Henry phaﬁged éis name from More

to lorse and he fought on both sides. He was ﬁpadin@ for )
the liorthern Recruitingﬁoffice when he was conscripted for
the.so?thern side and’served on the Southern side for

eighteen months{ During a battlg}a.friend slipéed‘him a
Northern suit.’ He always called it his stolen suit and he.
fought for three hours on theoﬁgrthern side. - Three days

later he was signed in at Little Rock and went out scouting

with a dozen men end tpat %as his business for the fest of . -
the War. - The reason he waﬁted to fight on the Northerq gide

was becéuse he had a brother who was mean t0 his negroes

end Grandfather Henry knew that his brother would have to

release his slaves if the North won the war. Grendfether

e

Henry is*ﬁuried in the Blaine udd Fellows' Cemetery.
. ﬁanrj Jorse's brother, Jim Loss, fought oﬁ the Northern
gide all thé way through the war for the same resson and

.is buried in the Danville, srkansas, Cemetery.

~= -'-Great-uncle-John Noss-waes more of-s bushwhacker tnan—

enything else. None of the Choctaw families went to his
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funeral on account-of his actions'during the war. They

nad had nothing to' do with him while he lived..

& 1)
>~

Chitto Harjo.

-

Chitto Harjo started complaining about the Indians

-

accegting the acresge 'allotment. 'He wanted the whites to .

- < ’

come in and develop the cguntfy and then move out leaving
the country to the Indiens. In 1884 he met the United

5
States Senators at Tulsa Town and seid he would acgept

allotment if the land was not deeded.- If the land wes

’

allotted to the Indiang and not.d€eded, it could not be

" taxed nor sold. In that way it would be of mno uge to anyone -

;-

but the Indisns. He wanted ground left for the towns and

villages, too. CLitto Harjo was smart and was quelified to

#

. talk in almost any language.
He was against the Dawes COomuaission and in 1899 he
érgapized.a council and waé going to make the non-citizens .
move out. of the country when he séw fit. He Qa@e téﬁrs to

keep in contact with his five‘thouéand members. -uis strongest

s

I

followers were from Deep Fork’country. There were some from

£l

most of the tribes but none from the Usages.

. -



‘@

" - ’ 205
WARD, LEROY. INTERVIEW. - 7781

-5-

s

George EurQéry and zlec McCoy were Cherokee partners
“and ruled right along with Harjo. T@gy had long black
vraids. Somebody gﬁ% them into thé égurt house to buy
cattle. There were bafbers and chairs in the court house

end they were told that if they did not sign the allotment

tﬂe barbers would cut their hair off. Thes were scared

 wrtil they signed, then the younger Indians or follower

" of theﬁlsigned; too. 'vhat was in Sallisaw.

&

Choctaws Bobert}ﬁcﬁlvaina and'hiley'ycﬁlfaina were
forced in a similar way et Talihina. Later, they vere

nade Deputy U. S. ldarshals out of Muskogee and had their

hair cut of their own-accord. - Y

— T

) 6%‘3. larshals.

Bob-Killingsworth was the leader of all the United

States Marshals and he is a hundred ‘and five years old

if he is still livine. He was living last yéar‘at Hitchité.\
Une man Wag,an outlaw and when the Govermment sent word -

that the ones who came in énd promiseq to furn avay from

teing outlaws would be given pardons; this man came in and

was made a marshal. Mr. Killingsworth would. go out without

’
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a gun fto talk ,ﬁhe men intorcoming in. for this pardon. Lots _

4

came of their own gccord and as far as 1 know made good

citizens.

-

. “- ) -
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P f’irsf '..ife Fence. ST ~
This fence start‘ed at the Spaﬁlding.bridg}e. ~ It v"és

first a ford, then a ferry, and then a tridge, which crossed

the Apkansss River near Muskogee and went east and west to

< e

a place just east of the (;reek Orphans' Home or schéo\l at

’Oldnulgee. There ;vas a district fence here tcj keeyp’ tﬁé\

cattle from rosming too far. | e \
' iihénever a white‘manbﬂziz;érriéd an Ixidian he was-allowed .

to fence whereever he wanfed gnd his fence was not bothered

" but if he was not married to an Indien his fefdces would be

, &
cut and ruined._
rd N
L . Mail.- Star Route.
. N ~ ] . P d ‘i\‘ ,;_
¥rs. Gibson's husband was‘'e mail carrier and whgn he A

~

3

" died she carried the mail’for the rest of the term. Mun  .°

whitecotton was her bondsman. The Toute was fromhtgkmu}geei -

t0"Sharp end Jenesss Lo

ro— PN

— <
B -
»
-~ . 2

- : ' ' ' Jeness. i o St L

3

-
— , -

-

Jeness was a half mile south of the Wilson School end

ves named for the first and oldest resident who owned
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the store where the post offfbe was. Westfall owned it

~ ~ -~

lgter: ‘There was a store and post of ice and grist mill T
from 1907 to 1911 ‘at Jeness.- ‘ \

water.Wells.

~ water wells werg drilled for most everyone on Horxy
. A

Cré;k a reck and Pour jMile. Creek by .illiam Perry\\

before he ceme here.

Indien ways.

e

treacherous. Ye were the only whites who\ coula get aléng

witﬁ him., Ly féther kept whiskey for medi iné and to give
to the Indians as a peace offering. ie put\what he thought
Alec could drink without getting too‘mﬁch in\a bottle and
hld the rest. “When Alec qrank tggt and asked Yor morqvgg

/ N
told him it wes all gone but there would be morg nexi week.

Alec wonld leave aﬁd nof co back for a week thén he would

éomg back and ask for whiskey)

His nephew was an invalid\for nineteen years with °

—
~

tuberculosis. Alec took-good: Gdre of the oy and loved him



ings would hg e gone to the relatives who put uim in the
. \ ” ~

» -

would not go to town. Iixthe horse bucked slec went 0’ \\\

\fown expecting ‘good luck. \
) 33

The Lizzie Brdwn Lating-house at Ukmulgee. [~

-
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and'then on to her‘eaﬁigg house. 3he served Indian_ dishes.
* . & ¢ '.’ P "

.of wild geme and corn, ‘ete. lhat was im 1892. e lived

neighbors with her for a long time.

w:'
Vhen Lizzie Lrown came to our® house she never disturbe

=~

ed us by knocking but siocod around in the yard until someone.
-noticed her and asked ner-to come in. 3ometimes she would
stay all night with us and as soon as she heerd us stirring -.

around in the morning she would get up and slip out and RN

go home. Sometbnes we would'watch for “ier when she came

out of the houge an@//;k her to stay for breskfast but’

3 W

she would decline at first, say;ng that sg??would have to

<

g0 feed the dog or do some other chore bul when we 1n31sted

she v:ould ezt witﬁ‘ us, .

Her home was @ four-room fiouse, which was rented out'
andfa two-room house was built for*her to live in so that

she could.be close to her husband’s grave. ‘The new house

kY

was about a hundred feet or less from his cx‘dve. -3he was
N u«‘““‘"\ﬂ—‘_,

a good end intelligent Indian] she was blina for four years

before her death, - .

Lone Wolf Crossing on the Santa,Fe Trail.
The Lone no;f Gr0531ng was betwéen Lsage and Xay:

Counties 6n the south side of the bend near Oxbowl Bend

3
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where the ATrkensas River tufns south. ‘he Sante re Trail’

crogsed there instead oﬁ'é&dssipg the ..otorious preirie and
y

‘went 'into the rough woods for protection.

-~

-

_Crossing on Arkansas kiver. ) .
There was another ford to the Usave side on the north

side of the bené coming from ..ash Unger's Indian villesge..
. L.ash Unger's village and school. )

“his school was one oi the bigrest Indian schools and

vas estaglisheﬁ by the Indians for convenience but was

C Cm

ackrnowleiged by the Government.
“here wes another school six ahd three quarters wmiles-
north and west of lash Unger's. It was ‘the school of.the ]

zaw indiens. ‘They never had any-lend but really belonged to
- the Usage 1ribe. “they were warriors of the usages and were
1 i
called after the village df Xaw. .hite dorse was a messenger
to the.Kaws from the ugseges. Ire¢ Lookout is Eheif'Chief
- - \\ -
now, He kindlec a fire in 1034 to bring rain and did get

noisture but.not a real rain.

- -~

kS

oS
>

. _ “Sharp Cemetery.
A quarter mile north of where Sharp stands and a half
mile east is a cemetery where they buried Indisns, whites and

-~

.




— 211

i’ . i ~ .
XARD, LEROY. INTERVIEW.- : A"7’781
' ;11-
negroas. g
’, 4 ‘ ‘ // ‘
f ¢ 01d Cussetah Burying Ground.

Over the ngh Henry Hill on Third étreet, Henryetta,

T A threF and a half miles nort;;a§ﬁ%gé foot of a hillzare thfee
2gra§;s with stone houses which are falling in. rcssie
"Hell's fetner, Judge Downing is buried there.

. Two Starr GravegjBelle's— ‘Hem:y's..
The Séddlehorn rgck cave on Greenwood Q?ossiﬁg on the
_Torth Cenedian belonged to Henry Sterr-énd his brother am
is not iselle 3tarr's cave. T£e brother was killed in the

mouth of this cave and this killing caused Henry to turn

outlaw. ©The brother had been innocent of any crime.

[ &

telle Starr's cave was up the river on'the South

Canadian river on Younger Lkend, fourteen miles north and

i -
-~

three miles east of Quinton. It faces up river northwest.

4
P

‘he opening of the cave is 8e big as a room emc a person

et the house across the river could guard it. The house

belonged to Belle Starr teo. ‘There is a seven and a half.
" foot  tombstone to her gré;e across the river from the

~ cave on her sllotment. OUne of her share-croppers, who was

one of her gang for she didn't do business with an out-

-

Ve
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sider, killed her. ‘ R
She had been in the hebit of having someone put in
& share crop and when the work was done she would run
him off end teke the whole crop. This men would not run..
_elle had tried o get him %o leave and had told hiw he
hec better bq.ggne when she got back that ..ight. He vas
-on the road at nine o’'clock the next morning, shot her™
" &nd she fell from her hc;rq'é.
Some people think she was killed in the Stairstep
Nountains but she was‘not.‘ 3he was wounded but caught
the coller of a bell-ho;se and rode it Gown and out of
the moﬁntainq. wleven horses followed the bell-rorse and
I figure they protected her from the officers like breast-
. —— .
work. Later, the officers fouyd a new made grave and /
said it was the grave of bglle Starr. |
q driginal Uzark Traii‘
1the original Uzark Trgii went from Spxingfield, kissouri,
to Tahlequah, to Fort Gibson where the two trails crossed,
to .uskogee to the 266 rHighway east of'Henryetta; croésed'

by ferry at £l Keno, went to Sayre and into the Texas

y

Panhandle.

T,
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Branch of Ozark Trsail. ‘
. . /
This branch crosseé the.original trail at Fort Gibgén
and also the ;rand kiver by the Spqg)diné Ferry at Fo;é
Gibson, went on to Eoynton, Okmulgee, west to Nuyaka;torfhe
No. 11 Zighway, crossed the Dleep Fork Eiver at Sh;rp, passed
the . ilson School to Ninth Streét, ﬁenryetta, and. I pelieve
wént down the Bainbow Hiéhway to Henna, Afoka, and crossed
‘the South Canadi&n at Francis and on intg Texas.
Senté Fe Trail. “
This was c¢alled whiskey houte from Joplin to Lewar.
From Joplin %o Bartlesville, south %o a mile east'of rig-

neert, which is Earnsdall now, to svent, Skiatook, Tulsa,

“ south to vkmul took the river route east of vimulgee at

ng by Ooaltqn‘bottoms‘and‘crossed Coal creek a mile

end a half south of Cbelton on Buffelo urossing where there

was a sycamore tree. (Ehig tree was apared in the Anti-Malaria
Py Project), wvest between the creek end mountain end it
foliowed the bench of the mountain wéét around the point and
climbed the edge and it wes hard for the creék was close,
thén by the No. 5 and No. 6 miné; at Dewar. Through Henry-

etta, SprinLﬂill,'Ada; crossed at Lawton when going to the

s

[y
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old ¥ort, from Ada it crossed at Greenwich when going

P

into Texas.
.

Hell's Half Acre.

3

The %hiskey Treil was named for a notorious whiskKey

peddler, Clarence Roper.and went to a place called Rell's

.

Helf acre. - - . T

Cherokee Nell had a dive there and there were two or

toree hundred tents there. 7The ground is owned by

Judge Jayes of Ukmulgee now. Many people were traced that

fer and no farther. All the corrupt men and women of the -

s

tovns congregeted there. A family named Johnson lives on
Chexokee Nel;'s piace now. 4Yhere was an o0ld-bridge & half

’g’. .~
mile south of the new bridge on voal .reek on the Mein vzark

Trail that was celled Hold Up “ridge a:d it deserved this

2

nane, !

The Government sent men .in here to eglean this place
Rk
‘ : - .
out but :éuld do nothing as the ones who could tell whet

B e
they needed to know were afraid of the officers. 1iley lel-~

ton.cleshed it up with the help of Cherokee Nell as she

would trust him and tell him the truth when she would'not

A

tell outsiders.

T e e e
N R N

ot
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Uzark .and Sante fe Cattle Trails Crossed.

These two trails crossed a mile east of where Sharp

ié‘now‘or where the old Sharp was. There is an old embank-
- ment there where the mill pond was,{seven to ten men worked '
in the mill and about twenty-five .dome- the Togging). Two

nundred yards north is where l.oti iiger‘'s Clan 7o' n was.

3

shis clen town was ramed rufaule Gown. Lioti Sizer mede a

A

‘move to get recognized-by the Government and wanted to get\\\\\\
c¢ivilized beifore they all ot killed off. e accepted all
colors into nhis organization. Gez}and came in with him.

{In other words he was for alloiment and advencement where

-

Chitto ilarjo was egainst them).

-

-~

0ld pattleground. Indisns in Ar-ansas.
\‘ ~ -
@

Joring the oivil .er the Indien Territory Inuians - N

hed a battle three miles west of Knoxville on the Henneson”\\ﬁx

»

rerring farm. Skeletons and bones fhere brought into the

~iver wountain store where I saw them. It must have been

“

2 (ig vattle. .

2
)

‘—""/‘—A i

R SR E U R - =vasen

Ferries.-

-

Sume rs' ferry at Vebbers falls wes run by mother's

cousin.
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Speulding Ferry was at Kot

Gravéyard.

-

‘A mile and a half northyest

a big Indian cemetery.

..

Y

~ e

7781

Gibson.

of 3chulter in a field was

216



