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THE MILLION DOLLAR TREE C
Int.m" with Ool.E.
- Walters, Skedee, Okla.
- . By Goldie Turner, Field .
' Vorker, July 23, 1937.

The million dollar tree’ is an old elm stend-
ing ot thq 'side of .the Federal Building at Pawhuska.
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;.Utidler_this:ties Gol. Raltors stood and gonducted the

ficst major sale of Usage oil loases. This was on
November 11,11912. The;a was a large gethering of oil
i#n from all over the United States, and several leasos
L~ a0ld for a million dollars a piece. When the frirat sale
started and Col. Waltors called for & bid a voice called
out 500, Ool, Walﬁora stopped and indignontly started
out: faantlemnn. my tine is nct ao valuable bgt yours
is too valuable” heTe he was stopp‘h and the bidder oi-
plained that his bid_was for $300,000,
He has sold about ten milliion-dollar-leases under
this tree at one uuotién; and 1nithe years from 1912
40 1983 he sold a grand total of $104,711,585.00 werth
" of ‘leasas under QZ; 0ld elm troo.ﬁuhich is sti1ll stande '
ing. So the trée has become xnown as the Million Dollar
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‘After 1923, however, the Kiheka Theater in Pawhuska
was. purchased and the sales of oll leases of Osage County
“have sinoe been oonducted in that. To date (July 1, 1937)

the gr total of all his aales is $176,373,860.086,
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6‘01. h‘ tore 1: a&lao an 1natruotor in the American .

"A‘uot on Oollege, whioh is the largest austion college

in the world.’ ‘

He still finds time to @o some bead work of which
he has 'a wondorml oollootion and of whioh ho is juutly
prodd: and to collect other relics and ocurios for which
his home i{s famouas,

He has & log chain which was bought by his great
grandfather and has been owned by the family since. It
is hung over an~ olnd ox yoke that is mlpond-d. from the
roof of the porch at the entrance to him‘(homn‘. The ox
yoke is one that the government bought and usad to haul
the first r;mtarials across the gountry to build Ft. Gidbson,

Mr, waltorb has 309 mouvenirs sach of whioh hag @

history and of which he has been collecting since he was

| six years of age. He has lived in Skedes for the last
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twenty-six years anﬁ has had crogfted a statue of himself

ard Ohief Baom Rind of the duagoén, clesping hands. The

" status was built in 1928 and stands at the intersection

of the main streeta in Skedee.



