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The subject 6i .this sketch, Wingeon catkins, is a

one-sixteenth 0-ho9taw Indian and was born in Lake County,
• . •

Mississippi, on September 19th, 1851. He is now approaching **

-his eighty-seventh year of l i fe .

/ He came w-ith Ms parents, Isom E. Wat-kins, Sr., and
• , . ' * • • e "

Charlotte '.Yatkins, nee LeFlore, to", the Indian Territory in

1871 and settled at a point' about four miles south of the
* ' *

present city.of Spiro, in LeFlore County, and has lived, in

this viciiuty a l l through ohe years.

On November 30, 1876, he. was united in marriage to

^ora Bilbo and soon'thereafter he was Appointed District or

Circuit Clerk in which' position he served for a period of
1 • • t

eight years under Judge Joseph ilccurtain^ after which he

served one and one-half .years as,County Clerk of, Scullyville

.,0'unty', • ~ '

^fter thijs service prf his Listriat and County, he

engaged in the mercantile business^with his.brother, Ison E.

..atkins, J r . , at Scullyville, where they conducted a flourish-
. ' ' * • . •

in^ ousiness for a number of years.

During the period in which*the brothers v/ere engaged in

the mercantile* business \ie was appointed Deputy United states
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** I.arshal 4nd his brother Isora appointed as jeputy oheriff
/- *

under Robert (Bob) ward, an outstanding sheriff of that

^ period. • '

Of that experience of the two brothers, he re la tes that

noth were very lenientT toward offenders and consequently

made but few a r r e s t s . However, on one occasion, a rnan v.ho

. Lad just arrived from Fort Smith in*an inebriated condition

stopped his hack near the store and in a maudlin mariner,
V

r v

proceeded to make a speech in which he sooreu the Democratic

. ,&rty in a derogatory way, to say the least of i t . This was <•»

<too iuch for the brothers as both v^ere dyed in the wool

uenocr'its of the old school. After making repeated efforts

to quell the would-be orator , advantage was tfckon of the

supposition that liquor could be found hiduen in his hack.'

"Finally, a search of the hack v-as made and a small quantity

of Miisky was found, ^hereupon he was f&a$hv/ith placed'under

arrest , jai led at a private residence and on the following

norning was taken before Judge Parker at Fort omith, who for

lack of vii dictive evidence, bade him go-his way af ter he had

oeen excor-iated t& no end by. the'
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According to Mr. ./atkins, there were quite, a number-of

Choctsws who remained in Mississippi at the tirne of the removal

aftd that quite a number of those who emigrated returned to

their former homes in Mississippi rather than undergo the

hardships attendant on establishing new homes in the Indian

Territory. '

Then, too, of those who had taken up the i r abode in the
r

mdian Terr i tory , quite a number returned to Mississippi

shortly before or at the outbreak 6f the 'Civi l ;Var. .Among
(*

these was an-.older brother, Greenwood LeFlore /,'atkias, who

had co/ne to the Indian Terri tory with his uncle, Campball

-eFlore, in 1859. The l a t t e r returned to Mississippi and

organized a troop of .Choctaw Indians and entered the service
• of the Confederacy, while the former, Greenwood
\ •

.a tkins , his nephew, served under General Robert 3 . Lee and

was killed in the ,ba t t l e of Gettysburg.

i.n. interest ing item in the reminiscences of i.lr. catkins,

, is his great respect for Sheriff- Bob Vrard unuer whom his

brother -i.̂ om served as jeputy Shariff. Of the ex-shariff tie

relates concerning the execution of Levi James, a Choctaw
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Indian who was a, hopeless cr ipple , that the sheriff declared

he would resign his office rather than inf l ic t the penalty

ok death which had been imposed by the court 'upon a helpless

cripple without defense. In'\that instance, i>evi James had

been convicted-of tne murder of one Folsorn, while i,e, James^

was unaer^the influence of l iquor. .Le Was t r i e d , convicted

and was sentenced %o be shot, un the arr ival of the appointed'

day of execution, Sheriff .Vard called upon deputy Sheriff Jim

uarneal to put the decree of the''court into execution, jeputy

Jheriff jarneai reroonstrated but^ui}on being., told by the sheriff
k

teat the Ghoctav; law so directed, he reluctantly agreed to

perform his duty,saying in broken Jnglish, \.Ie no like killera

i , lav* say, ne k i l l i t , me ki l] i t . i.evi lie k i l l i t good man.

.±L rigl.t for killjit Jjevi.1* Lis t rus ty Winchester r i f l e sped

the 'bullet which reached the v i t a l s of ^evi Jaiaes ana thus.vas

: touted *#n offended Choctac; law. • *

::r. <»atkins, in. company with 2-arsor/ ohappard of the

l,ew Lope Female .academy, was p-resent at that execution, but

t;ie two spared themselves the pain of witnessing the actual

si.octing by remaining behind the courthouse uu t i l a f ter they
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had heard the fatal shot. - - - %

I.ir. watkins enjoyed an intimate acquaintance with
/

-joctor Shappard and the missionary, .. i l l i s xrolsom, and-
e

spetaks of both as being men of nost lovable chtracter . They

often rode lo^e t her in making the i r c i rcu i t s and were loved

by a l l who knew them. ^

î e not only enjoyed an acquaintance with .Governor Jack

L.cJurtain, but was also favored with his confidence and was

often called upon by the Governor to par t ic ipate in' confer-

ences at which matters of s ta te were discussed. On one of

Lhose occasions-^ he was called upon to report at Armstrong,

the then capital of the Choctaw Kation. The Katy Hailroad

at that time was the only rcilway in the Terr i tory. The

journey to IlcAlester, the nearest railroad point, in the

airection of Armstrong from the home of l-.lr. watkins at

icul lyvi l le , was made on horseback, the horse lef t in charge

of a friend ana the remainder of the journey by t r a in from

Mo.lester to Gaddo. Upon the conclusion of the conference

at;\>mstr0ng, the Governor accompanied Lr. //at&ins and others

on the train as far as. ivIcAlester, where he would leave t
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train and ride home on horseback.. He then lived at Red Oak,

"N(bout forty miles distant from UcAlester. o t r ic t as was the

law regarding the introduction and sale of intoxicants within

the t e r r i t o r i a l l imi t s , l.'x-. >i at kins had inveigled an obliging

dark-skinned porter on the t ra in into sel l ing him a -small

bottle of -liquor. Subserving that the Governor assured weary

as a result of the weight of na t te rs of s ta te with which he

had just, been battling-— and, perhaps feeling that he would'

xike to take a nip himself; he asked the Governor if he would

like to have a. t a s t e . The answer can be surmised, whereupon *.

£;.e bottle'was produced from i t s Lidingv^lace deep in

...r. natkins' brea.st pocket and i t s con :entsvdevoured with the
\

ut-aost r-elish.- - - - - - - - •- — .
a • -

irom the foregoing it is interesting to note that :.lr. »atkins,

the subject of this sk&tch, has ever been in positions which.-

wrought him in contact with people. Those contacts have cultiva-

ted in kin & most pleasing personality.


