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WAIXSN; mm 'SOTTOIT. INTERVTEW.

Itael B. Tackitt,
Investigator.'
April 22, 1938.

~ Ihtervieir-with Mrâ  Mary francls Sutton
, • Hobar$,Kio*»8 County. • —r

Born December^, 1856. -
Father-Andrew Jackson JSutton
Motner*Martha Ann Gasteaeau Sutton

I was born in'Pulaski County, Kentucky, December 8,

1866'. My father, Andrew Jackson Sutton, and my mothe»r

liartha Ann Gfasteneau Sutton Vere both natives of Pulaaki

County, and were member of pioneer""E«a,tucky families.

My father's, father MicaJah Sutton, had established a

ton yard for making leather and leather articles*at
* K

early date in the history of Kentucky in a valley s ix milea

East of Somerset, Pule ski County, Kentucky and here grand-v

. * ? • ' • " ^ • /

father reared his fajjiily, teaching each one, to vork in the

tan yard~and thereby prori4ing a living as a l l , the work was

done by the family. , «•

This valley was well watered' not-by creeks but by great

wells of wonderfully sweet, good waiter>nd when I can f i r s t

remember there were'three hundred tanning vats and sheds with

a l l the equipment which went nith such an extensive plant.

Allpartf, were operated .by' hand as there was not one bit
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of machinery in the/whole
A

, The hides vere lowwred

about fifteen feftt deep by. £«m/fef&\ 3quare boarded

on the in»ide wi th heavy timbers whiT?* a\fc such corner

:fr h«avy piece of square timber calle-i

raised when i t >'aa d%#ired J-hat th« vat\should be

• ' ' ' X '• •

dr»ined and cleaned to ;nake ready for another wad; of

hides,. " 'R-ieee .v&ts were dug in th<* gi*ound but we%© so

constructed th^-t the s ta le *at**r would run out a t

bottom. " v • .'•

After the hideo wr* w«ll soaked so thet th*

adhe'ria^ to the finder side and the hair would s l ip off

when the hand qperated scraper was used on thorn they were'

ready,for the leather making* process which was th&t of the
V

Old German kind shich. wa3 us'rd In Ger.\hay-and put in
practice by my grandfather, ..licajah Sutton.

My father purchased eight hundred acres of land near

him just to secure the tan berk off* the chestnut» oek and

Red oak t rees as this bark was what tfcwyused for tanning.
- • . • - ^ • • • . " '

black and fish cjil were also used on ttm leather*
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si worked In thn ton y n H / r l ' o p , *»h*n o chjll<1 nrtri ft

young W'Xjfti. "r»i"i<*rj<» ori 5 l*>M.h£r b >rir o> H M M I / .em a l s o

bern by \b 'm '1 . T hnvn' tst I(T«<1 fii* wh««t s t raw I n t o .

many, «iony h o r a ' ^ n o l l n r f c i ih« t w»n wvwll'y wy j o b . I

onn th ink of notMnp, t h r t n•-,'• oM'nkr. U k " th« t tnM ynnd

Otul I f 'P o«r".oi- w r s IK^* i*.:oft *'>m»"1 to Mvn rmn\\ h« >>r

ooul<9 -J^jHiy•»»n'lu'-#» v/irki-.;/1, tb'-r«»t b»t or COUTR", <;.ur

y ••'ffl bt oup->) t up to ^ i).\rt en t of' • o r k .

.Yb»n th" C i v i l V»T c ^ w Mp -̂ny ftthf*r w r not t h - n f t M '

of ht'» «ii)»»r"tlnp thifi tnn-y^r r t , n«tt!.»5r wno I t

by oi th**T* ("rniy. I r*tnwnbftr on onf

S3r<1, fririnp. fh«*-1'/er, tbot twenty-five '"nlon .''oltflnrc

to OT how*/, n i l Vrry 111̂  of dyn*ntT^v **"f' rn:nnln't'1 twe

unt i l al l but on* «*-« x'tiXX. onoujtdi to t r n ^ t l .

îiin wo t ' ^ k HRr* o. bi'ft tho b/>n*w

u n t i l , ffon^ Conf«^»rn '« no LA l e n t c« »•»«»» ' rt.i took him oway

nfl* tho t th«* »(t"". «o»ii'1 i f k l l J ^ f l , bu t ol/^nl infw

frt^d an1 »rtht t o h i s home, . ,
e •

tVjn unr my fo lks blrf><3 tt©gro«je t o work I n tli«

tan y&rd oo4 ther© worked th«r« a long time
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but the most of the work yies s t i l l donê  by the family* When

I was twenty-four,eri'.l had mnrried, ray husband and I l e f t

Kentucky and-came tox Texas tbrre we lived unti l . 1889 then in

1390 we moved thre* i i l '»s east of "rdmor* in the Chick&saw ,

Indien v«tion and v»1 th un vu» Jbroii^ht n wr.gon loaded v?ith

hogs end c^tcWno KndnotMng f»lse and in the oth '̂-r covered

/ vjagoB̂ ?*® h"?d our beddinf, cok ing u tens i l s and our clothes,

'• J3e leased l^nd. from the"' J&cksorr Brothers Hhd controlled
• v •

twelve thousand seres ôf land in C l ^ r Creek Bottoite.The

.land WHS, very productive, the ';orn grev/ fine,long earsand "

the cotton nr.e sc lso finw, but prices were low and there was

so l i t t l e market for e i ther corn or cotton that thor* was

T no money in the country. . . .

Having grown up as I have told7 you about, working in , --~~^

the tan yard and doing n i l kinds of fern »work-.I was able to-

look af ter my children and to plent s garden to help provide

food. I would -tckf th-» children and e.o out into the woods

* and gather post oak grapes, wild plums rnd currants for we

were accustomed to having nlenty of f ru i t end doing with-
out frui t was truly a hardship to Inc. There were very few
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orchards in the country at that time end those which were

growing were on old home places th*t had belonged to the -

Indian families. " ' '

I m-.a not very happy for the country was so wild and

unsettled 'that there was nothing for worsen-and children

but loneliness and work and as' the" land could not, belong

to the. fchite people there -as no'incentive to.build more

on a place than wes requited by the lease, nhich waa for

so many years,-usueily fi ie years, and then e person would '

eithrr have to "rent i t or move to another please and improve

i t in 4teft same »ay. " . '

Our sir&ck did well as they ran at large but i t -as

several/years before the country settled up and we could

have / subscription school and that was for Qnfer two or four

months in thetyear and for that reason my children were able

to get l i t t l e education which was a great grief to me. I am

now eighty-one years old and forty-eiprht of those years have

been spent in Oklahoma, My husband has passed on and I am

living with my daughter, Mrs. Lil l ie "ulsey, who was born in *

Oklahoma and has lived here al l of h e r l i f e . Some thingB ar-e

. botter now than when I f i rs t came, to the country but I think
• • • . • ' \ 1 •

' it is harder for people to make1 a living at this time, j

7


