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WALLEN, MARY SUTTON. INTERVIEA. . . 10893.
-lthol B. 'rackitt C . . . - B
Investigator. - .. ) ~ «

April 22, 1938. . . . ' Lot ‘/\

In%ervierwith~ Mrs, Mary B‘ranc;is Sutton ’i'{x‘u"en
Hobar$,Kiows County., = -
Born Decembe J} 3, 18586.
Father-Andrew kaon Sutton
Mother-Martha Ann Gasteneau Suttan

I was bom 1n Pulaski County, Kentucky, Deccmber 8,
1856, My rather, Andrew Iackson Sntton and my mothar \

l&artha Ann Gasteneau Sutton ‘we:e ‘both natives of Pulaski

)
COunty and were member of pioneer’ Kentucky families,
My tather'a rather Micajah Sntton had established ‘a

, v’as'n(‘yard ror making leather am‘i hather artinles fxt a‘'very .
early date in t);e hi;!to;w of Kei;fucky in a valiey éi:x miles
Rast or qomeraet Pulaaki County, Kcntucky and here grand-
fat‘her reared his témily, teaching eath one to vork in the 7
ten yardaand thareby provi.ding a living as all. the work was
done by the femily. - ' ' Ce .

| This valley was well uaterad not by creeks but by great
vells of wonderfully sweset, good water end when I ean ﬁrst
rqmember there were: three hundred tanning vats and sheds with

, all the equipment which aent w1 th such an exteuaive plant.

. Lll parta wa*e oporated by hand an there nas. not one bit

’
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T about fitteon foﬁfzdegi by. tan fu% aquere boardad‘ﬁp

AN \ _ ‘
on the inside vith heavy timbers whiTe ut suach corner

.
¢ & ‘ P

Tugashioh

wasg: s heavy'piece of square timbher called

- s

EE RS
wae Taised when it .as d®sired that the vat \should be
. druined and claahed to mmeke ready for anothe;\yac} of

hides. - Theaa vetis w«re Jug in the ground but ;ﬁxf so

: conetructed thet the stale water would run out atE&he
/ LT .

‘Qo§v9m. - . | .

- . N
Aftes the hides wer~ well soaked so thet ths flesﬁ\ : -
. - ‘/‘ - . \ .
adheriay to the wider side and the hair aould slip off '\
LN, ’ / \\ . - ) . , T \\
when the hand qperatgd scraper was used on them they were

ready . for thexiééihbi\@nking'pfocess.whiéﬁ‘}63‘thét‘bf the \\\” -

. 014 Germsn kin® ahich.was used in Gerrehy-and put in : \\\g
- practice Ly my grandf&thegqﬁicajah Sutton. ~ . ) \::
. - \ * . \‘
My father purchased eight hundred acres of land near. ° ‘ j>\

_Jhim just to secure the tan berk off the chestnut, oek end

R@d oak trees as thia bark was-what theyused for tanning.
. A ’

Iamo black and riah qil were also used on the leether. )
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I worked 1n the tan yord r1nd when n &hild and o

4 .

many, many hordesonlinre ea thet wag unanlly my job. I

onn think »f nothing thet nse otinke Uke thrt tan yapd

snd 1f s nerson. wea not secuntomed to tha miesll he v ahe

. - \
« oould tard)y endure aorki-w there, bit o course, sur

L d .
tonily <vn Drought up to @ tlim ro ot - ork.

4

. ' ]
. dhen the Clvll came ap) Ty fothey w: not dyrnfind

. w
brepuaa of hin goecrting this ton-yerd, peitler wag {t,

129 . - . -

ovar‘dﬂatroyaq by et ther srmy. 1 remembar on one November .
23rd, Auring *heisr, that twanty-rive "nion 2oldlars oane
/ - @

to o'r home, nll very 111 nof Aynanimry n.,d rampined tue

’days;nnéy fopta until all but one .on w8l enough to trn

" The ene @agflnft tnd we tonk enra of him tha bher' we com

.

leter, we Teonfvad n latter fron him stating thet he urd

besn frerd and ment to his home. ’

-

) ;// After the wq; my folks bired negroes to work in the

+ 'tan yaid ond thérq ware~two who worked there a long time
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'_ tut the most of the work wes still dong by the fonily. Vhen 5

I was twenty-four end had married, my husband and I left

JKbntucky and- ceme to'7Texas theore we lived until:1889 then in

1890 we moved threa milms east nf “rdmors in the Chickasaw .
. AN c ,
Indien Vation and with us we brousht a wogon losded with

hogs &nd ckens Hndnbthing ~lge and in the oth-r covered

/ “ wago

fle leased Y4nd fvam fhﬁ/vakQOG‘BrothPTB whd controlled

‘ twelve thousand geres of land in Clewr Creek nottofn The

we hed our bedding, ¢-oking utensils and omr clothes,

1snd wusg \ery productive, the ~orn grew fine, long earsand -

e

the cotton wrs ¢lso flnp, but Drices were low and there wss
- w T o,
80 little market fTor either corn or cotton tbat ther=> was

-/

", no money 12/yhe country. P )
. Having grown up as I have told’ you sdbout, working in , . —

e ¢

the tan ye.rd and ooing 511 kinda of &irn work.I was able to
look sfter my children end to plent = garden to help provide
. fbod. I would teke the children and go out %3ﬁo the woods | e :

~

*and gather post oak grapes, wild plums snd ocurrants ror we -
ware accustomed to having vlenty of fruit end doing with- L‘ﬁi'f’“’
out fruit was truly a hardghip to me. Therg’vexa vgf&afen o

o
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brchards in the country et thut time and those which were
growing were on 0ld home oléces that had béionéed to the
JIndian fzamilies. ’

I wes not vary happy for the coumtiry was so wild and

L

unséttled ‘that there was nothing for wcmen\and children

but loneliness and Work and as’ the land conld no#t. belonp

-

the white péople there 88 No° 1ncentive to build more

1oe

&
v

fal}

o

on & place than wes requircd by the 1ease, which was for

50 many years,: usueily fi%f years and then ® person would

ei ther have to rent it or move to snother lease and 1morOVe :

it in 4ke szme Bey. - - ) ¢ ;’

Tl N

Our stéck did well us they ran at 1arge.but 1t —ss
gevers years before ‘the country settled up and ve could

'have subscription school and that wes for anly two or four

mohths 13 tne&year and for tham reason my children were able

,_,! L -

to get ‘1ittle education Which was 8 great grief to me. Iam

now eighty-one years old and fortyboight of those y=ers have
been spent in Oklahoma, My husband hes passed on and I &m

living #i th my daughter, Mra. Lillle “ulaey;who was ‘born in

,..bettar now than when I first ceme. to the country but I think

’it is harder for people to make 8 living'at this time. ;

«

f‘\

Oklahoma and has lived here all of her life. Some things ere




